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MOROCCO PROJECTS ECONOMIC
RESILIENCE AND INSTITUTIONAL

STABILITY AMIDST REGIONAL
MIGRATION PRESSURES AND

INFORMATION WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  Moroccan  state  narrative  on  August  6,

2026, is defined by a calculated projection of

macroeconomic  strength  and  institutional

reform,  juxtaposed  against  a  localized  but

high-stakes migration crisis at the Ceuta and

Melilla  enclaves.  Official  broadcasts

emphasize a rebounding economy with  GDP

growth at  5.3% and  inflation suppressed

to  0.4%,  framing  the  "Social  State"  as  an

irreversible  strategic  choice.  This  economic

optimism serves  as  a  defensive  bulwark  for

the ruling coalition as it begins maneuvering

for  the 2026 legislative  cycle,  attempting to

neutralize  opposition  "pessimism"  with

institutional  data  and  the  successes  of  the

"Atlas Lionesses" and national  infrastructure

projects like the Mohammed VI Tower.

The  security  and  diplomatic  focus  is

dominated  by  the  fallout  from  a  massive

attempted crossing of  41,000 migrants at the

northern  enclaves.  The  government's

messaging  aggressively  attributes  the  surge

to  digital  disinformation and  "criminal

networks"  rather  than  domestic  socio-

economic failure. Simultaneously, Morocco is

leveraging its  role as a "reliable partner" to

the European Union and the United States—

notably  highlighting  Donald  Trump’s

reaffirmation of Moroccan sovereignty over

the  Sahara—to  secure  its  regional  posture.

Domestic  stability,  however,  remains

vulnerable  to  extreme  weather,  with

heatwaves reaching 47 degrees Celsius and

ongoing  forest  fires  testing  the  state’s

logistical coordination.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Ceuta  and  Melilla  Border  Crisis: A

massive  surge  of  thousands  of  migrants,

fueled by social media "rumors," attempted

to breach the northern enclaves, resulting

in  a  firm  security  response  and  a

subsequent  "voluntary  return"  of  95%  of

those  involved.  Criminal  networks are

blamed for manipulating youth via AI and

digital platforms.

Remittance  Growth  and  Economic

Dependence: Transfers  from  Moroccans

living abroad (MREs) exceeded  50 billion

dirhams in the first five months of 2026,

reaching a peak of  122 billion dirhams by

the  end  of  2025,  serving  as  a  critical

financial  "safety  valve"  for  the  national

treasury.

2026  Election  Maneuvering: Political

parties  are  engaged  in  a  "Mercato"  of

figures, with high-profile moves like  Fouzi

Lekjaa joining PAM, while the RNI defends

its mandate amidst accusations of "conflicts

of interest" and failure to reach the "Green

Morocco" targets.
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Healthcare  and  Education  Overhaul:

The government is promoting its transition

from  "RAMED"  to  "AMO"  (Mandatory

Health  Insurance),  claiming  24  million

citizens are now covered, alongside a  29

billion dirham education reform package

to  address  "educational  poverty" and

"contractual" teacher strikes.

Environmental  Emergency: An  "orange

alert"  heatwave  is  sweeping  the  country,

with temperatures hitting 47 degrees in the

south,  while  Canadair  aircraft battle  a

persistent  forest fire in Sefrou for the fifth

consecutive day.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

The state held an allegiance ceremony and

officer  promotions  to  mark  the  27th

anniversary of  the throne,  reinforcing the

bond  between  the  military  and  the

monarchy as a pillar of national stability in

Tetouan.

Diplomacy & Statecraft:

The  "hand  is  extended"  to  Algeria  in  a

diplomatic  gesture,  though  the  subtext

remains  skeptical  of  rapprochement.

Moroccan  humanitarian  aid  through  Beit

Mal Al-Quds in Gaza continues to serve as

soft power in the Middle East targeting 350

orphans.

Trump’s recognition of Sahara sovereignty

is  used  to  frame  the  US-Morocco

partnership as "unequivocal" and strategic.

Information Warfare & Disinformation:

The  government  identifies  AI-generated

"hallucinations" and  visual  deception

(using fake logos) as primary tools used by

hostile actors to drive illegal migration and

destabilize domestic social order.

Macroeconomics & Trade:

Budget  priorities  for  2027  are  being  set,

focusing  on  fiscal  discipline and

maintaining a deficit of 3% of GDP.

Remittances  are  vital,  yet  87% of  these

flows go to household consumption rather

than  productive  investment,  a  structural

weakness the state is trying to address via

the New Investment Charter.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Scapegoating of Digital Platforms: A

pervasive  theme  is  the  government's

attribution of  complex social  issues,  such as

the  Ceuta  migration  surge,  to  digital

manipulation.  By  framing  migration  as  a

result  of  "misleading  information" and  "AI

hallucinations"  on  social  media,  the  state

deflects  from  structural  causes  like  youth

unemployment  and inequality.  This  narrative

justifies  increased  monitoring  of  digital

spaces and the CNDP's role in personal data

protection against "malicious actors".

Macro-Stability vs. Micro-Struggle: There

is  a  widening  delta  between  the  state's

positive economic indicators and the reality of

marginalized  populations.  While  the

government boasts of a 9.5% unemployment

rate and  0.4% inflation,  it  also  admits  to  a

significant population of "NEETs" (youth Not

in  Education,  Employment,  or  Training)

between 15 and 24 years old. The reliance on
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remittances  for  consumption  further

highlights that domestic wage growth and job

creation  may  not  be  keeping  pace  with

macro-level GDP gains.

Infrastructure  as  Identity: The

Mohammed VI Tower and the  Mohammed

VI Museum of Modern Art are presented as

symbols of "modern Morocco." These projects

are  not  merely  architectural;  they  are

instruments  of  "cultural  diplomacy" and

national branding designed to cement Rabat’s

status as a continental economic and artistic

leading hub.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Political Polarization & Elite Infighting:

As the 2026 elections approach, the ruling

RNI  is  clashing  with  its  coalition  partner

PAM  over  the  "Farraksiya" (livestock

support) scandal and project "Fronsa." Elite

figures are swapping parties to secure local

seats,  a  move  the  RNI  describes  as

"politically unacceptable" if done via "non-

transparent" means.

Youth Alienation: The Ceuta events reveal

a deep-seated  "despair narrative" among

the  youth.  The  state’s  concern  over

130,000 "contractual" teachers and striking

medical  students  suggests  that  even  the

educated  youth  find  the  current  "Social

State" model insufficient or exclusionary.

Labor Unrest: Long-standing  issues  with

pension  reform remain  "stalled"  and

"deferred," creating a ticking time bomb for

the  next  administration.  The  current

government  claims  the  file  is  "ready"  but

admits negotiations with unions have failed

to produce a consensus.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Morocco  as  Europe’s  "Safe  Border":

Morocco rejects the label of "policeman of

Europe"  while  simultaneously  showcasing

that it aborted 160,000 migration attempts.

It  is  using  this  leverage  to  demand

"balanced  partnerships" that  include

economic  development  funding,  not  just

security cooperation.

The  Trump  Factor: The  highlighting  of

Donald  Trump’s  message suggests

Morocco is leaning into its alliance with the

US  Republican  establishment  to  maintain

the  gains  of  the  Abraham  Accords  and

Sahara sovereignty recognition.

Soft Power Diplomacy: By hosting theater

festivals  and  cultural  exhibitions,  and

participating  in  the  African  Union

Agenda 2063 youth summits,  Morocco is

positioning  itself  as  the  intellectual  and

cultural  engine of  the  Maghreb and West

Africa.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is characterized by stability

at  the  macro  level  but  caution  regarding

industrial  productivity.  The  government  is

pushing  for  a  shift  from  remittance-based

consumption to  productive  investment,

particularly in "green industries."

GDP  Growth: 5.3%  reported  for  the

current  period  by  constitutional

institutions.

Inflation: Historically low at 0.4%.

Remittances: 50B DH in 5 months;  115B

DH in 2023 growing to 122B DH in 2025.

FDI Influx: Net flow of FDI rose 41.8% to

13.2B DH by May 2026 compared to 2025.
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Currency  Strategy: Foreign  exchange

reserves  are  sufficient  for  approximately

six months of  imports,  with  25% of  this

liquidity derived from MRE remittances.

Agricultural  Resilience: Livestock

support (Farraksiya) received  430 million

dirhams in  subsidies  to  control  meat

prices,  though the  RNI admits results did

not meet expectations due to poor market

distribution.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political shifts are accelerating as the election

cycle  nears,  with  a  focus  on  institutional

loyalty vs. populist maneuverability.

Mohamed Ghiat (RNI): Emerging as the

primary  defender  of  the  RNI  mandate,

dismissing  opposition  criticism  as

"misleading" while admitting to "errors" in

implementation.

Fouzi  Lekjaa: Moving  into  a  more

prominent  political  role  within  PAM,

signaling a technocratic-to-political shift

likely  intended to  bolster  PAM’s influence

over financial policy ahead of 2026.

Abdellatif  Jouahri  (Bank  Al-Maghrib):

Continues  to  play  a  stabilizing  role,  but

under pressure to  reduce transfer costs

for  remittances  below  the  5.9%  current

average.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  tone  is  reassuringly

nationalistic.  The  "Lead  Stories"  are  the

Throne Day congratulations and the Ceuta

voluntary returns, framing the state as both

beloved  internationally  and  competent

domestically.  Economic  success  is  touted  as

"official" and "constitutional," while dissenting

voices  are  "pessimistic."  Buried  stories

include  the  specific  causes  of  youth

unemployment  and  the  details  of  teacher

strikes, which are addressed only as "files to

be  closed."  The  heatwave and forest  fires

are  presented  as  technical  challenges

managed  by  heroic  military  intervention

rather  than  a  consequence  of  climate

vulnerability.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Morocco frames itself as a principled, stable

anchor in  a  chaotic  region,  utilizing  its

"Social  State"  as  a  model  for  African

development.

United  States  (Trump): Portrayed  as  a

loyal  ally and  "key  partner"  who

recognizes Morocco’s Sahara sovereignty.

European  Union/Spain: Framed  as

dependent partners who must share the

migration burden.  Spain is  praised for its

"loyal cooperation" during the Ceuta crisis.

Algeria: Depicted  as  the  passive

recipient of  Moroccan  "extended  hands,"

with  Morocco  taking  the  moral  high

ground.

Palestine/Jerusalem: Morocco  is  the

"first supporter" of the Palestinian cause

through  humanitarian  action  on  the

ground.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  state  is  seeding

the  narrative  that  migration  is

"manufactured" by digital networks using

AI to create "fake paradises." This is a clear

attempt to delegitimize youth grievances.
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AI  Disinformation: Official  reports

highlight  "hallucinations" in LLM models

and  the  "viral  deception" used  to  trick

41,000 people  into  thinking  borders  were

open.

Psychological Operations: The emphasis

on  "voluntary  returns" from  Ceuta  is

designed to  prove  that  life  in  Morocco  is

superior to the "illusion" of Europe.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Political  Consolidation: The  RNI  will

likely use its macro-economic "victories" to

push for a second term, but will face severe

pushback  if  food  prices  (meat/vegetables)

do not stabilize by 2027.

Digital  Crackdown: Expect  new

regulations or "awareness campaigns" that

increase  state  oversight of  social  media

groups  to  prevent  future  migration  "viral

events".

Remittance  Innovation: The  push  for

Fintech solutions to lower transfer costs

will  likely  accelerate  as  a  strategic

economic priority.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Continued  high

security  presence  in  northern  regions  to

prevent  a  "second  wave" of  migration

attempts; focus on fire containment in Sefrou

as the heatwave persists.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Intense

legislative debate over the 2027 Budget Law

and the "first drafts" of the  pension reform

package, which will be a political litmus test.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Structure  shift

towards a green economy fueled by the new

100  million  euro  EV  battery  plant and  a

transition  to  productive  investment for

remittances  to  secure  long-term  fiscal

stability.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Social  Instability  from  NEET  Youth

Surge: The presence of a large, unengaged

youth  population  susceptible  to  digital

disinformation.  Triggers: High food prices

or  another  "Ceuta-style"  rumor.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Severe.

Mitigations: Expanding  "Fronsa"  and

"Awrash" job programs.

Climate-Induced  Resource  Scarcity:

Recurrent  drought  and  heatwaves  hitting

agricultural output and livestock. Triggers:

Another  dry  winter  or  50C+  heatwaves.

Likelihood: Certain.  Impact: High

economic/social. Mitigations: Desalination

plants and Green Generation policy.

Inflationary  Pressures  on  Meat/Basic

Goods: Subsidies  failing  to  reach

consumers,  leading  to  "Meat  Riots"  or

public  anger.  Triggers: Failure  of  the

livestock  support  system.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: High.  Mitigations:

Revising distribution laws.

Cyber-Disruptions  to  Social  Order:

State-sponsored  or  network-driven

disinformation  campaigns  causing  mass

panic.  Triggers: Election  cycle  tensions.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: High.

Mitigations: Strengthening  cyber-

awareness and monitoring.
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Geopolitical  Stagnation  with  Algeria:

Prolonged  border  closure  and  hostile

rhetoric  impacting  regional  development.

Triggers: Military  provocations.

Likelihood: Certain.  Impact: Moderate.

Mitigations: Diversifying  sub-Saharan

alliances.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Truth  Behind  Unemployment  Figures:

The drop from 13% to 9.5% is statistically

significant  but  lacks  detail  on  informal

labor or seasonal underemployment.

Voluntariness  of  Migration  Returns:

The state claims "voluntary return" for 95%

of migrants, but independent verification of

legal processes or coercion is absent.

Impact of  AI  Hallucinations: While  the

state  warns  of  AI  risks,  it  provides  no

evidence  of  specific  foreign  actors or

intelligence  agencies behind  the  digital

campaign.

Success of Education Reform: Claims of

a 29 billion dirham spend do not yet show

improvements in student performance or

teacher satisfaction.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Social  State"  as  a  Façade: The

focus on AMO and education reform could

be  a  desperate  attempt  to  pacify  the

public ahead  of  elections,  with  the  5.3%

GDP  growth  primarily  benefiting  urban

elites and state-linked conglomerates.

Migration  as  a  Deliberate  Pressure

Tactic: Contrarian analysts might suggest

Morocco  allowed the  Ceuta  pressure  to

build as a "demonstration of necessity" to

secure  better  terms from  the  EU,  only

clamping down once the point was proven.

Black  Swan  -  "The  Digital  Revolt": A

truly  decentralized,  AI-driven  youth

movement  emerges  that  bypasses

traditional  security structures  entirely,

leading  to  a  mass migration event that

the  current  "Canadair  and  checkpoint"

strategy cannot contain.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Accelerate  Fintech integration for MREs

to  ensure  transfer  costs  drop  below  3%,

improving financial sovereignty.

Formalize a National Digital Truth Office

to proactively counter AI-generated rumors

before they go viral.

Prioritize  Justice  and  Education as  the

two remaining pillars of  reform to ensure

long-term stability.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Focus  on  energy  and  battery  supply

chains following  the  AfDB-backed  EV

battery project.

Monitor  regulatory shifts in labor laws

as the government moves toward a "post-

contractual" education staffing model.

Invest  in  digital  literacy  and  cyber-

security  tools for  the  domestic  market,

given the perceived digital threat.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative focus is on  fiscal discipline and

the 2027 Budget, with a significant push for

social protection funding.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

2027 Budget Framework: Focuses on

deficit  reduction  to  3% and  social

spending priorities.

New  Investment  Charter: Aimed  at

diverting  MRE  remittances  into

productive sectors via tax incentives.

Labor/Pension  Reform: Proposals  to

overhaul retirement ages and funding,

currently stalled in the House.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Mohamed  Ghiat  Interview: A

defensive  accountability  session

regarding  the  2021-2026  mandate

performance.

EU  Interior  Ministers  Emergency

Meeting: A  virtual  summit  praising

Moroccan border efforts.

KEY STORIES

Ceuta  Border  Surge: 41,000  migrants

attempted  to  cross;  95%  returned

voluntarily  after  realizing the  "illusion"  of

social media rumors.

Remittance Peak: Over 50 billion DH in

remittances in early 2026; Bank Al-Maghrib

projects 129 billion DH by 2027.

Ghiat’s Economic Defense: 5.3% growth,

0.4% inflation, and 9.5% unemployment are

the  "official"  successes  of  the  RNI-led

government.

Donald Trump’s Message: Reaffirmation

of  Morocco’s  Sahara  sovereignty and

support for the Autonomy Proposal.

Sefrou Forest  Fires: Battle  for  the  fifth

day at Dait Ifer using four Canadair planes

and 2,800 guards.

Healthcare  AMO Transition: 24  million

citizens  now  under  Mandatory  Health

Insurance compared to the old RAMED.

EV Battery  Gigafactory: AfDB  approves

100  million  euro loan  for  a  1.3  billion

dollar battery plant.

Atlas  Lionesses  Success: Moroccan

women's  team  reaches  the  Africa  Cup

quarter-finals against South Africa.

Gaza  Aid: Beit  Mal  Al-Quds  provides

sponsorship for 350 orphans in the Gaza

Strip.

Mirleft Tourism: Crowds flee inland heat

for Aftas beach in Sidi Ifni.

Theater History: A look at theater’s role

in media and society since independence.

Mohammed VI Tower: A 250m symbol of

Rabat's modernization near completion.

Dait  Ifer  Fires: Heavy  mobilization  of

Royal  Armed  Forces to  protect

agricultural livelihoods.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine
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yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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