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CONVERGENCE OF CRISES: CLIMATE EXTREMES, POLITICAL
VIOLENCE, AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAGILITY IN SERBIA

August 6, 2026: A Day-at-a-Glance on a State Grappling with a Multi-Front Polycrisis

SN

=
P—

COLUMN 1: CLIMATE &
ENVIRONMENTAL STRESS

CLIMATE EMERGENCY &
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EXTREME HEAT:
Record temperatures hitting 40°C
trigger regional Red Meteo Alarms.

WILDFIRES:
Hundreds of hectares burned in
Deliblatska Pes¢ara and Ibar Gorge.

HYDROLOGICAL CRISIS:
Critically low Danube water levels
cripple energy production across
Hungary, Romania, and Slovenia.

ENERGY EMERGENCY:

Nuclear and hydroelectric plants
curtail output; emergency measures
in Bucharest and Budapest.

FAILING INFRASTRUCTURE:
Waste management failure with
repeated landfill fires (e.g., Backa
Palanka).

POLITICAL VIOLENCE
& SOCIAL UNREST
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POLITICAL TURMEIL?
EROSION OF TRUST

PROTESTS

OPPOSITION
CONDEMNATION
A NO

, ASSAULT ON DIRECTOR . PUBLIC DISTRUST
STEVAN FILIPOVIC (NEARLY 50% BELIEVE
(BELGRADE) \_ WRONG DIRECTION)

STATE-LINKED VIOLENCE:

Brutal assault on Stevan Filipovi¢
reignites accusations of state-sponsored
“brownshirt” tactics.

CIVIL UNREST:

Residents in Ni$ protest home
demolitions for railway expansion;
opposition warns violence is “out of
control.”

INFORMATION WAR:

Shift from state TV to social media;
regime uses “local informers” to
counter narrative.

DIPLOMATIC TENSION:

Upcoming visit by Ukrainian President
Zelensky challenges Vuic’s balancing
act between West and Russia.

KOSOVO DEADLOCK:

Continued political stalemate and
demolitions near Lake Gazivode
heighten ethnic tensions.

& GOVERNANCE DECAY
INSTITUTIONAL ROT &

CROATIA - SERBIA ]
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SECURITY APPARATUS FRACTURE:
Former Belgrade police chief Veselin
Mili¢ accuses top UKP officials of
framing him for murder.

RULE OF LAW EROSION:
“Institutional cannibalism” where
political factions weaponize state
institutions against each other.

REGIONAL ESPIONAGE:

Arrest of Serbian national in Zagreb
linked to BIA deepens intelligence war
with Croatia.

COALITION INSTABILITY:
SPS officials resigning or defecting,
signaling cracks in the ruling alliance.

ECONOMIC PRESSURE:

Regional energy volatility and

German automotive crisis (VW layoffs)
threaten economic stability.

FUTURE OUTLOOK & STRATEGIC RISKS

Continued Wildfires &
Diplomatic Pressure

“MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS): S

Potential Strikes &

A RISK 1: SYSTEMIC GRID COLLAPSE
Due to sustained low water levels & heat

RISK 2: UNCONTROLLED CIVIL UNREST

Triggered by further political violence

Anti-Regime Protests /

LONG TERM (1-5 YEARS):
Radical Energy Infrastructure
Redesign Needed

RISK 3: INSTITUTIONAL BREAKDOWN
Total failure of MUP chain of command
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CONVERGENCE OF CLIMATE
EXTREMES, POLITICAL VIOLENCE,
AND INSTITUTIONAL FRAGILITY IN

SERBIA

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 6, 2026, depicts a Serbian state
grappling with a multi-front "polycrisis"
characterized by extreme environmental
stress, escalating political violence, and the
visible decay of internal security institutions.
Record-breaking temperatures reaching 40°C
have triggered a regional climate emergency,
with multiple wildfires consuming hundreds of
hectares in Deliblatska Pescara and the Ibar
Gorge. This environmental
compounded by a critical hydrological crisis;
historically low Danube water levels are
crippling energy production across Hungary,
Romania, and Slovenia, forcing nuclear and
hydroelectric plants to reduce output and
prompting emergency energy measures in
Bucharest and Budapest. The convergence of
heat, water scarcity, and fire suggests a
failing infrastructure unable to adapt to
accelerating climate shifts.

strain is

Domestically, the political climate is equally
volatile. The brutal assault on film director

and professor Stevan Filipovi¢ in central
Belgrade—allegedly by individuals linked to
the ruling party—has reignited accusations of
state-sponsored vigilantism and "brownshirt"
tactics. This occurs against a backdrop of
deep institutional rot within the Ministry of
Internal Affairs (MUP), where the former
Belgrade police chief has filed criminal
charges against top police officials for
allegedly framing him for murder. These
internal fissures, combined with a landmark
public opinion poll showing that nearly half of
Serbian citizens believe the country is
heading in the wrong direction, indicate a
significant erosion of the government’s
mandate and the rule of law.

Geopolitically, the region remains a theater of
friction. The arrest of a Serbian national in
Zagreb linked to Serbian intelligence (BIA) on
hacking charges persistent
regional espionage tensions. Meanwhile, the
announcement  of
Volodymyr Zelensky’s first official visit to
Belgrade presents a complex diplomatic
maneuver for President Vuci¢, who must
balance Western alignment with his refusal to
join sanctions against Russia. In Kosovo, the
continued deadlock in the constitutive session
of the Assembly and the demolition of
structures near Lake Gazivode suggest that
ethnic and administrative tensions remain
unresolved and prone to instrumentalization
by both Pristina and Belgrade.

underscores

Ukrainian President

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Political Violence in the Capital:
Director Stevan Filipovi¢ was beaten by a

group of men while photographing
individuals painting over graffiti in central

Belgrade, leading to a concussion and
widespread condemnation from opposition
and academic circles.
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* Regional Hydrological and Energy
Emergency: Extremely low water levels in
the Danube have forced nuclear plants in
Hungary and Romania to curtail operations,
while Romania has declared a state of
emergency due to an electricity shortage.

Internal Security Factionalism: Former
Belgrade police chief Veselin Mili¢ has
accused top UKP officials of fabricating
viden n r ring witn in a
high-profile murder case, exposing a bitter
internal war within Serbia's security

apparatus.

* Environmental Disasters: Major fires
have ravaged the Deliblatska PeS¢ara and
the Ibar Gorge, while the Backa Palanka
landfill has burned for the third time this
year, leading to
and public health warnings.

* Diplomatic Pivot: Ukrainian President
Zelensky is scheduled for an official visit to
Belgrade on August 8, signaling a potential
shift or a high-stakes balancing act in
Serbia's foreign policy toward the Russia-
Ukraine conflict.

* Industrial Crisis in Germany:
Volkswagen is thr ning 1 layoff

and factory closures, a move that signals a
deeper malaise in European automotive
manufacturing due to the "green transition"
and Chinese competition.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The Serbian military has been deployed to
assist firefighters in the Deliblatska Pescara
as civilian resources prove insufficient for
the scale of the fires.

e Israeli forces reported their first casualties
since the June ceasefire in Lebanon, with
two reservists killed in an explosion,
prompting retaliatory  airstrikes and
threatening regional stability.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

» The assault on Filipovi¢ is framed as part of
a broader pattern of intimidation against
critics of the SNS regime, with opposition
parties warning that violence is "out of
control."

*In Nis, residents are protesting the
demolition of homes for the Belgrade-
Budapest railway  expansion, citing
inadequate compensation and safety risks.

Climate & Extreme Weather

* Extreme heat waves reaching 40°C in
Serbia have triggered a red meteo alarm,
with medical authorities warning of life-
threatening conditions.

* The drying of the Danube has created a
crisis for river transport, increasing

shipping costs and reducing the capacity of
vessels across the region.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* The low water levels in the Sava River have
forced the Krsko nuclear plant in Slovenia
to reduce power to 80% to comply with

environmental temperature regulations.

» Backa Palanka is struggling to maintain
landfill security as repeated fires suggest a

failure in waste management infrastructure
and oversight.
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Cybersecurity & Threat Actors

* A Serbian national was arrested in Zagreb
on suspicion of hacking state institutes,
with Croatian authorities investigating links
to the Serbian Security Intelligence Agency
(BIA).

Energy & Food Security

* Water shortages in Valjevo have forced the

laration f an mergen in 16

settlements to manage the distribution of
drinking and agricultural water.

* Romania is resorting to blasting riverbeds
and sinking barges to divert water to the

Cernavoda nuclear plant to prevent a total
grid collapse.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The constitutive session of the Kosovo
Assembly was interrupted by Albin Kurti,
who requested more time for political
negotiations, signaling continued difficulty
in forming a stable government.

* A Socialist Party of Serbia (SPS) official in
Kni¢ resign immediatel fter hi
mandate was verified, citing fundamental
disagreements with the SNS-led majority.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutional Cannibalism and the Decay
of the Rule of Law

A prominent theme is the cannibalization of
state institutions by political factions. The
legal warfare between Veselin Mili¢ and the
UKP leadership suggests a police force
divided into warring fiefdoms, where evidence
is allegedly fabricated to settle internal
scores. This institutional erosion is mirrored

in the streets, where the assault on Stevan
Filipovi¢ indicates that the "monopoly on
violence" is being delegated to paramilitary-
style groups acting on behalf of the state. The
failure of the state to protect its citizens and
its own internal integrity points toward a
transition from a centralized autocracy to a
more chaotic, factionalized regime.

The Environmental Breaking Point

The region's environmental crisis has moved
from an abstract future risk to an immediate
threat to vital infrastructure. The drying of
the Danube and Sava rivers is no longer just
an ecological concern but an existential threat
to regional energy security. The fact that
nuclear plants in three different countries
(Hungary, Romania, Slovenia) are all
simultaneously curtailing power due to water
temperatures and levels highlights a systemic
vulnerability in European energy planning
that cannot be mitigated by short-term fixes
like sinking barges.

Erosion of Public Trust and Information
Displacement

Recent polling indicates a massive shift in
how the Serbian public consumes information,
with television—the traditional bastion of
state propaganda—losing significant ground
to social media. This trend suggests that the
government's ability to control the "meta-
narrative" is slipping. The high level of
distrust in the country's direction (49%)
coupled with the growth of social media as a
primary news source suggests that the public
is increasingly seeking alternative realities to
those presented by state-aligned broadcasters
like RTS.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_120000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=N1SRP_20260806_013000

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional and Factional Polarization

* The Ministry of Interior (MUP) is facing a
crisis of legitimacy as former Belgrade
chief Veselin Mili¢’s criminal complaint
against UKP leaders alleges a "pre-formed
construction of events" to frame him for
murder, signaling deep fissures in the
security elite.

* The Socialist Party (SPS), traditionally a
reliable junior partner to the SNS, is
showing signs of local revolt, as
evidenced by the theatrical resignation of
Bojan Starcevi¢ in Kni¢ and Goran Mari¢’s
earlier defection, both citing
"mistreatment” and "humiliation" by the
ruling SNS.

* The educational sector has become a
battleground, with unions like the SPRS
denouncing '"repressive" new laws that
make it easier for teachers to lose their
licenses, potentially used as a tool for
political purging in schools.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Strategic Balancing and Regional Friction

* Serbia continues its strategic ambiguity
by hosting Ukrainian President Zelensky
while resolutely refusing to join EU
sanctions against Russia, a position Vucic¢
claims is based on
recognition of Kosovo and
independent foreign policy.

Ukraine's non-
Serbia's

* The espionage incident in Croatia,
involving a haker linked to the BIA,
underscores the worsening intelligence war
between Belgrade and Zagreb, as Croatia
increasingly views Serbian cyber activities
as a threat to "national security."

* The FIFA power struggle involving Gianni
Infantino, as analyzed by Mark Pitt, frames
a global trend where international heads of
organizations are attempting to privatize
institutional power for personal gain,
meeting resistance from regional blocs like
UEFA.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The regional economic environment is under
severe pressure from energy volatility and a
failing automotive sector in Germany. The
energy crisis in the Balkans, driven by low
river levels, is likely to lead to increased
electricity import costs and potential
industrial slowdowns. Meanwhile, the crisis at
Volkswagen represents a massive headwind
for the broader European supply chain,
particularly for countries like Serbia that are
deeply integrated into the German automotive
ecosystem.

Key Economic Vectors

* Energy Prices: Emergency energy status
in Romania and water-cooling issues in
nuclear plants are driving regional grid
in ili

* Automotive Contraction: Volkswagen’s
plan to cut 100,000 jobs and close four
factories in Germany signals a significant
downturn for the European manufacturing
sector.
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* Local Media Monopolies: The
proliferation of local "pro-regime" media
outlets is being used to capture state funds
through public bidding processes, despite
many operating illegally.

Railway Costs: The Belgrade-Budapest
railway, while a flagship project, is facing
significant cost and delays, with Hungary
admitting full responsibility for the latest
setbacks.

* Resource Privatization: Proposals to
make water a constitutional right reflect
growing  public anxiety @ over the
privatization and exploitation of natural
resources by foreign companies like Rio
Tinto and Zijin.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are characterized by
internal purges and local-level defections that
indicate a tightening of the SNS grip at the
cost of coalitional stability.

* Veselin Mili¢: The former Belgrade police
chief has transitioned from high-level
enforcer to active legal combatant against
the UKP leadership, marking a significant
loss of internal cohesion in the MUP.

* Bojan Starcevi¢ (SPS): His immediate
resignation in Kni¢ signals a localized
collapse of the SNS-SPS coalition and a
potential trend of SPS members seeking to
distance themselves from SNS tactics.

Abdul El-Said: His primary victory for the
US Senate in Michigan signals a shift in
Democratic party dynamics toward more
progressive, anti-interventionist stances
regarding Israel.

* Branko Stankovic: The veteran
journalist’'s move to bring "Kvadratura
Kruga" to N1 is a significant cultural blow
to state-run RTS, as intellectual property
disputes over the show's format begin.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

N1 maintains a highly critical and
investigative editorial posture, prioritizing
stories that highlight state failure and political
violence. The lead story throughout the day
was the assault on Stevan Filipovi¢, framed as
an attack on Serbian democracy itself.
Significant airtime was also devoted to the
wildfire crisis and the energy emergency,
utilizing on-the-ground reporting to
emphasize the human and infrastructure
costs. The police infighting was treated as a
major scandal, reflecting institutional rot.
Buried stories likely included more detailed
economic positives or standard government
ribbon-cutting, which were minimized in favor
of the "polycrisis" narrative. The tone was
somber, analytical, and skeptical, especially

regarding President Vuci¢'s  dismissive
reactions to the Filipovi¢ assault.
Conspicuous Omissions include any

detailed government defense of the police
leadership or positive outlooks on the
agricultural harvest despite the heat.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical landscape is framed as a
series of hostile environments where Serbia is
struggling to maintain its neutrality while its
internal institutions crumble.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Serbia (Vucic): Portrayed as a

n . . ’
"strongman” presiding over a chaotic and » Narrative Seeding: The government’s

violent interior. Vuci¢ is framed as cynical,
particularly in his reaction to the Filipovi¢
assault, where he suggested it might be a
"political fabrication." Quotes: "It looks like
the face of Vucic¢’s Serbia."

Ukraine (Zelensky): Portrayed as a
principled and persistent leader seeking to
pull Serbia closer to the European fold
through a high-profile visit.

Kosovo (Kurti): Framed as deliberately
obstructive and manipulative, using
Assembly procedures to delay government
formation and further his own political
agenda regarding the presidency.

dismissal of the Filipovi¢ assault as a

"political fabrication" suggests a strategy of
victim-blaming and gaslighting to

neutralize opposition outrage.

Disinformation and AI: Reporting on Al-
generated fake videos in London and
elsewhere serves as a warning about the
impending flood of untrustworthy content
in the Serbian information space, especially
ahead of potential elections.

Propaganda Displacement: The shift
from TV to social media as a primary news

source is being met by the state with the

proliferation of "local informers"—hyper-
* Germany (VW Crisis): Framed as a stable partisan local news sites that mimic
iant in line, highlighting the painful professional journalism to disseminate

costs of the "green transition" and the
failure of European leadership to protect
core industries.

treat a global sporting body as a private
"gambling" venture.

The Academic Plenum: Portrayed as a

principled bulwark against state violence,

defending its members against "fascist"
attacks.

regime talking points.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

NON-STATE &  CORPORATE OQUTLOOK
ACTORS * Early Election Mobilization: The
* FIFA (Infantino): Characterized as 1n(‘f§asing -flr equency dOf th street-leve}
corrupt and power-hungry, attempting to poftical  vio enc? an ,e,, ] 8 g]i
in polls

suggests that both the regime and
opposition are preparing for early
elections, likely before the end of 2026.

Energy Rationing: If Danube levels do not
recover by September, regional energy
rationing or significant price hikes are
almost certain in Romania and Hungary,
with potential spillover into the Serbian
grid.
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* MUP Purge: The public nature of the
Mili¢-UKP_conflict will likely force a major
leadership reshuffle or "purge" within the
police to prevent a total collapse of the
chain of command.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Continued wildfire
activity and public health emergencies will
strain state budgets and emergency services.
Zelensky’s visit will likely trigger a flurry of
diplomatic pressure from Moscow to reiterate
Serbia's non-sanction stance.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new
education laws will likely trigger teacher
strikes as school begins in September,
potentially merging with environmental and
political protests into a broader "anti-regime"
front.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The failure of water-
intensive cooling systems for nuclear and coal
plants will force a radical and expensive
redesign of regional energy infrastructure,
potentially moving away from river-dependent
power generation toward more resilient
renewables or closed-loop systems.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Systemic Grid Collapse: Sustained low
water levels and extreme heat could lead to
a catastrophic regional power failure.
Triggers: Shutting down more than 50% of
Cernavoda or Paks capacity. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Extreme. Mitigations:
Immediate regional energy sharing and
severe demand reduction.

* Uncontrolled Civil Unrest: The use of
"party mercenaries" to assault public
figures could trigger violent retaliatory
protests. Triggers: Another high-profile
assault or a suspicious death of an activist.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Prosecution of Filipovi¢’s
attackers and police reform.

* Institutional Breakdown in MUP: The
factional war within the police could lead to
a failure in basic law enforcement or the
leaking of state secrets. Triggers: Arrest of
a top UKP official or a military-police
standoff. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
High. Mitigations: External oversight and a
comprehensive independent audit of the
MUP.

* Health Crisis from Toxic Smog: Landfill

fires in Backa Palanka and Parac¢in could
respiratory  outbreaks.
Triggers: Wind shifts carrying smog into
major population centers. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Moderate. Mitigations: Mandatory
evacuations and permanent closure of non-
compliant landfills.

cause acute

* Regional Espionage Escalation: The
Croatia-Serbia hacker case could lead to a
total breakdown in intelligence sharing.
Triggers: Conviction of the "BIA hacker"
and retaliatory arrests in  Serbia.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate.
Mitigations: Diplomatic de-escalation via
EU mediation.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention the arrest of a
Serbian hacker in Zagreb but provide no
detail on the specific "state institutes"
targeted or the nature of the data stolen.
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* While wildfires are covered extensively,
there is a lack of information on
agricultural crop yields, which are likely
being devastated by the 40°C heat and
water shortages.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the creation of a regional
hydrological council with Hungary,
Romania, and Slovenia to manage the
Danube/Sava basin as a single strategic
asset.

* The role of the Russian Embassy in

Belgrade ahead of Zelensky’s visit is
entirely absent, despite the significant
strategic implications.

e There is no mention of the fiscal health of
the Serbian state to handle simultaneous
energy, health, and environmental

* Immediately de-escalate cyber frictions
with Croatia to prevent a broader security

emergencies. crisis within the Western Balkans.

* Strengthen police internal affairs to
CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE address the allegations of evidence

tampering, as institutional trust is at a
i i breaking point.

* Controlled Chaos Strategy: The assault
on Filipovi¢ and the police infighting may

For Private Sector/Investors:

not be signs of state weakness, but a
deliberate "stress test" by the regime to
identify and purge dissenters before a
planned 2027 power consolidation move.

The Green Transition "Trojan Horse":
The energy crisis caused by the drying
Danube could be used as a pretext to
accelerate controversial lithium mining
(Rio Tinto), framing it as the only path to
"energy independence" and away from
failing hydro/nuclear dependency.

Black Swan: A total technological
failure of the Belgrade-Budapest railway's
software systems during testing (as hinted
at by the Hungarian transport minister)
results in a major high-speed derailment,
ending the project and severely damaging
China's regional infrastructure reputation.

e Investors in regional energy-intensive

industries must audit their supply chains
for exposure to river-level-related power
outages.

* Automotive suppliers must diversify away

from Volkswagen as German factory
closures become a structural reality rather
than a threat.

Real estate developers in Serbia should
prepare for stricter environmental
regulations on waste and water as public
anger over "ecocide" turns into political
action.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on education
reform and the potential for a constitutional



referendum on water rights, both of which are
meeting significant public resistance.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Changes to the Law on Education:
Proposed amendments  regarding
teacher licensing and school boards,

aimed at ‘"increasing efficiency" but
viewed by unions as a repressive tool to
silence dissenting educators.

o Constitutional Water Initiative: A
proposal to amend the Serbian
Constitution to make clean drinking
water a human right, intended to block
foreign mining exploitation.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Educational Union Tribine: A closed-
door session (no media or phones
allowed) where Mini
officials attempted to justify new laws to
skeptical union leaders.

o Emergency Operational Team
Meeting: A  government  session
concluding that energy supply is stable
for now, but admitting challenges for
river transport.

KEY STORIES

* Assault on Stevan Filipovi¢: Director
Stevan Filipovi¢c was brutally beaten in
central Belgrade by five individuals while
he was documenting graffiti artists. He
suffered a and multiple
hematomas.

concussion

* Regional Wildfire Crisis: Fires have
consumed 300 hectares in Deliblatska
PesScCara and are raging in the Ibar Gorge.
One person died in a fire near PoZarevac.

Danube Energy Emergency: Romania has
declared a state of emergency as low water
levels force nuclear plants to cut output.
Nuclear plants in Hungary (Paks) and
Slovenia (Krsko) are also reducing power.

Police Infighting Scandal: Veselin Mili¢,
former Belgrade Police Chief, filed criminal
charges against UKP leadership for
fabricating a murder case against him.

Zelensky Visit: Ukrainian President

Zelensky will visit Belgrade for the first
time on August 8, meeting President Vucic.

IRI Public Opinion Poll: A poll shows
49% of Serbians believe the country is on
the wrong path, while trust in social media
as a news source has spiked to 25%.

Volkswagen Job Cuts: VW is considering
100,000 layoffs and factory closures in
Germany due to the "green transition" and
competition.

Kosovo Deadlock: The
session of the Kosovo Assembly was
interr as Samoopredeljenje
more time to negotiate for the presidency.

constitutive

seeks

BIA Hacker Arrest: Croatia has arrested a

Serbian national on charges of cyber-
espionage against state institutes.

Water Shortages: Valjevo has declared an
emergency in 16 villages due to a lack of
drinking water.

Railway Construction Protests:

Residents in NiS are protesting the
demolition of homes for the Belgrade-
Budapest railway.

SPS Official Resignation: Bojan Starcevic

resigned as an official in Kni¢ immediately

after his mandate was confirmed, citing
SNS dominance.

FIFA Leadership Crisis: Analysis of

Infantino’s attempt to sell parts of FIFA and
the resulting opposition from UEFA.
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* Education Law Conflict: Unions and the
Ministry of Education are at odds over new
licensing rules for teachers.

* Mostar Labor Conflict: Mostar's utility
workers remain in dispute over layoffs,

though some dialogue has resumed with
the mayor.

e Zubin Potok Demolitions: Kosovo
authorities have demolished 17 structures
near Lake Gazivode, citing illegal
construction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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