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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT:

Middle East & South Asia Forge New Security & Maritime Order
Iran-Oman Deal & Pak-Saudi Pivot Challenge Traditional Western Role Amidst Regional Shifts

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS & STRATEGIC PIVOTS

IRAN-OMAN MARITIME PAKISTANI-SAUDI SOUTH ASIAN TENSION
TRANSIT DEAL STRATEGIC DEFENSE PIVOT & SCRUTINY
Near-final agreement on Strait of Hormuz. High-level delegation (PM Sharif & India faces ‘transnational repression’
includes ‘Middle Lane’ route coordinates Field Marshal Munir) to Riyadh. allegations (e.g., Sikh activists) and
and potential Iranian transit fees. ‘Operational military alignment’ for security Kashmir (Art 370) unrest.
Shifts towards Iran-centric maritime collaboration, boosting Saudi defense and Pakistan positions as ‘responsible
regime, challenging US status. securing Islamabad investment. nuclear power' mediator.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS & THEMES

REGIONALIZATION OF / \ HYBRID MARITIME
SECURITY ARCHITECTURES / \ SOVEREIGNTY
Move away from Western-led interventions. Redefinition of international waterways.
Emergence of ‘Middle Power Five' Energy transit security weaponized as
(MP5) as indigenous security bloc _£49 ) diplomatic leverage to force removal 4
b managing local conflicts. _ £l 9 oj sanctions (e.g., transit fees). d

GEOPOLITICAL LANDSCAPE & EXTERNAL DYNAMICS

PAKISTAN: PIVOT TATEv
Islamabad acts as bridge, projectini
power as regional player and

peacemaker, anchoring security
with Saudi & China.

US POSTURE: FRAGMENTATION INDIA POSTURE:

& ISOLATIONISM | DIPLOMATIC ISOLATION RISK
Perceived as unreliable/impotent. | Facing scrutiny over human rights &
Domestic focus (inflation/midterms) transnational plots. Risk of G7-level
drives policy. Potential temporary naval sanctions or diplomatic downgrading.
withdrawal.

RISKS, OUTLOOK & IMPLICATIONS

KEY RISKS & ECONOMIC STAKES
@ 4L A A

SHORT TERM: MEDIUM TERM: LONG TERM: Hormuz Nuclear Transnational
Weeks Months Years Miscalculation  Escalation Blowback
3 E Shock) (South Asi Supply Chai
Hormuz US Midterms & ‘MPS' Bloc (Energyshocid i (South Asia) ([;'i’s’fu{,ﬁoﬁ)'"
Announcement, Withdrawal, Indus Challenges NATO, ECONOMIC
Houthi Strikes, Waters Treaty Indian Domestic High Insurance Costs, Oil Price Sensitivity
Bangladesh Tension Legal Phase Changes {Brent ~$79.5), ‘Aviation Crisis in India.
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GEOPOLITICAL REALIGNMENT
ACCELERATES AS IRAN AND OMAN
NEAR A MARITIME TRANSIT DEAL
AMIDST A MAJOR PAKISTANI-SAUDI
STRATEGIC DEFENSE PIVOT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 6, 2026, marks a pivotal juncture in
the Middle Eastern and South Asian security
architecture. The most critical development is
the near-finalization of a maritime transit
agreement between Iran and Oman
concerning the Strait of Hormuz. This
potential deal, involving a shared "middle
lane" and specific geographical route
coordinates, suggests a shift toward an Iran-

ntric maritime r that could challenge
the traditional international status of the
waterway. While U.S. President Donald Trump
maintains a dual-track rhetoric of diplomatic
"progress" and military threat, the ground
reality reflects a desperate search for a de-
escalation mechanism following the kinetic
engagements of early 2026. The economic
stakes are high, with energy trade
representing 20% of global energetic flows
currently hampered by massive insurance
costs and naval blockades.

Simultaneously, Pakistan is executing a high-
level strategic maneuver by dispatching a
delegation led by Prime Minister Shahbaz
Sharif and Field Marshal Asim Munir to Saudi
Arabia. This visit transcends routine
diplomacy, signaling an operational military
alignment intended to bolster Saudi security
against regional threats while securing much-
needed investment for Islamabad. This occurs
as Pakistan attempts to balance its role as a
regional mediator with its obligations under a
strategic mutual defense agreement with
Riyadh. The convergence of these events
suggests that  regional powers are
increasingly seeking "indigenous security
architectures" to bypass the volatility of
Western-led interventions.

In South Asia, the narrative is dominated by
the seventh anniversary of India's revocation
of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir. The
discourse has shifted from simple territorial
dispute to accusations of demographic
engineering and "saffronization" under the
Hindutva doctrine. Concurrently, India faces
international scrutiny regarding
transnational repression, with U.N. experts
urging Canada to protect Sikh activists from
alleged state-sponsored assassination plots.
These developments, combined with the
instability in Bangladesh following the July
Revolution, indicate a fracturing of regional
stability in the Indian subcontinent, with
Pakistan positioning itself as the responsible

nuclear power amidst Indian "desperation."

severe
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Strait of Hormuz

Agreement

Shipping

e Iran and Oman have reached an "in-
principal agreement" on almost all relevant
issues regarding shipping routes, including
geographical coordinates for entry and exit.

* The deal includes controversial provisions
for Iran to charge fees for pilotage and
environmental services, effectively
asserting sovereignty over the waterway.

* Tehran insists that a deal with Oman does
not automatically reopen the Strait to the
U.S. until "American violations" and the
naval blockade first end.

Pakistani-Saudi Strategic Defense
Pivot

* Prime Minister Shahbaz Sharif and Field
Marshal Asim Munir lead a high-level
delegation to Jeddah to meet Crown Prince
Mohammad bin Salman.

* The visit is characterized as "operational
and military" rather than purely financial,
focusing on defense collaboration and
maritime security.

» Pakistan is reportedly working to expand
its bilateral defense pact with Saudi Arabia
into a larger multilateral framework

including Egypt, Turkey, and Iraq.

Transnational Repression

Allegations Against India

* UN. human rights experts have urged
Canada to protect Sikh activist Muninder
Singh following credible threats to his life
linked to Indian agents.

* The controversy mirrors the previous Neta/
Nijjar case, with allegations that Indian

intelligence is operating assassination plots

across Canada and Europe.

* Bangladesh has condemned India for
allowing former PM Sheikh Hasina to
conduct hostile media interactions from
New Delhi, viewing it as an affront to
sovereignty.

Nuclear Transparency and

Posturing

* Pakistan's Foreign Office categorically
debunked claims linking Trump's comments
on nuclear testing to Pakistan's nuclear
program, asserting a transparent record
since 1998.

Islamabad highlighted India's history of
radioactive material thefts and illegal
sales as evidence of New Delhi's dangerous
intent.

* The U.S. and Pakistan held their fourth
counter-terrorism dialogue in

Washington, focusing on border security

and disrupting regional terrorist networks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Ongoing Israeli air strikes in southern
Lebanon have killed two Israeli soldiers
and injured several others despite ceasefire
negotiations.

e The Houthi movement in Yemen has killed

at least 38 government troops in a missile

and drone escalation.

* Russia reportedly lost an average of
25,000 soldiers per month in the
Ukraine war, which Trump claims he can

le diplomatically.
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Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The "R4" grouping (Pakistan, Turkey,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia) met in Jordan to
coordinate a unified response to the
situation in Palestine and Jerusalem.

* Oman is serving as the primary
intermediary for indirect talks between the
U.S. and Iran, though Tehran denies direct
engagement.

* Pakistan's ambassador to France
participated in a memorial ceremony for
the unknown soldier, emphasizing
international peace efforts.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Pakistan maintains that India's "abeyance"
of the Indus Waters Treaty is illegal and
that water weaponization constitutes a

. . ] ity

* A German court sentenced an Afghan man
to life for a deadly car ramming in Munich,
highlighting domestic security risks linked
to migration.

* FIFA apologized for an abandoned
proposal to sell commercial rights after

facing severe governance concerns from
UEFA and Canada.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* Pakistan is positioning itself as a local
superpower that can survive Western-led
coercion and mediate regional conflicts.

* The U.S. Republican party faces potential
"Blue Wave" losses in midterms, which may

cause Trump to abandon failed policies and

claim victory to preserve his base.

e China's role in the Middle East is seen as
increasingly = prominent, with Trump
potentially viewing Beijing as a partner in
achievement.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Regionalization of Security Architectures

There is a distinct trend toward Middle
Eastern and South Asian nations forming
indigenous security blocs to manage
localized conflicts. The  Pakistani-Saudi
military cooperation and the emergence of the
"R4" group suggest a move away from
reliance on U.S. security guarantees. Analysts
argue that the "Middle Power Five" (MP5)
including Iran, Pakistan, Egypt, Turkey, and
Saudi Arabia, represents a new pole of power
capable of defending "rich but
demographically vulnerable" small states from
external hegemony.

Hybrid Maritime Sovereignty

The Iran-Oman deal represents a redefinition
of international waterways. By attempting
to institute transit fees and specific route
approvals, Iran is moving from a gatekeeper
role to one of de facto sovereignty. This
"maritime regime change" is being used as a
primary bargaining chip to force the removal
of U.S. sanctions, showing that energy transit
security is now a weaponized tool of
diplomatic leverage.

Transnational Legal Conflict

The intersection of human rights and state
sovereignty is reaching a breaking point in
South Asia. India's alleged "transnational
repression" (targeting Sikh
Canada) and water weaponization (Indus
Treaty abeyance) are being framed by the
Pakistani broadcast as systematic violations of
the law of nature and international norms.
This suggests a future where regional
disputes are increasingly litigated in
international courts (like the Court of

activists in
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Arbitration) even as states refuse to recognize
their jurisdiction.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: Midterm Pressures and
Isolationism

e President Trump's focus on domestic
"affordability” and inflation control is
driving his foreign policy, as he seeks to
lower oil prices before the midterms.

* Internal partisan polarization is high;
Republican leaders are reportedly
vulnerabl h Trum , yet
potentially faces a "Blue Wave" that could
strip the party of House control.

* Progressive wins in the Michigan Primary
(e.g., Abdul Al-Sayed) signal a seismic shift
in Democratic party dynamics, particularly
regarding policy toward Israel and Gaza.

India: Hindutva Consolidation and

Dissent

* The Modi regime is accused of using the
saffronization of India to amalgamate
disputed territories like Jammu and

Kashmir, despite a Muslim majority identity.

* Domestic political opposition (e.g., Farooq
Abdullah) questions the  "normalcy"
narrative as Kkillings continue and media
blackouts persist.

e Internal economic vulnerabilities in the
aviation sector are blamed on Modi's
"disastrous" policies and aggressive
posture toward Pakistan, leading to airline
failures.

Pakistan: Military-Civilian Synergy

* The government highlights a "job very well
done" by civil and mili 1
rallying public support behind the armed
forces.

rship in

* Pakistan is managing domestic

unemployment risks (21-22% in some

regions) while simultaneously projecting
power abroad as a "strong regional player."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Fragmentation of the Unipolar Order

The transcripts portray a world where the
United States "doesn't respect its own
signature" and behaves as a colonial power. In
response, a multipolar arena is emerging
where countries like Iran and Pakistan
negotiate on their own terms. The U.S. is
framed as impotent if it cannot secure trade
through Hormuz, leading to a loss of
credibility in its maritime security guarantees.

Pakistan as a "Pivot State"

Islamabad is actively influencing the global
environment by acting as a bridge between
the East and West. By maintaining "backdoor
diplomacy" for the U.S. and Iran while
anchoring its security in Saudi Arabia and
China, Pakistan is projecting itself as a strong
regional player and peacemaker. This posture
is defensive against Indian aggression but
proactive in shaping Middle Eastern stability.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global energy markets remain highly sensitive
to the diplomatic maneuvers in the Strait of
Hormuz. While some signs of de-escalation led

to a minor drop in (Brent to $79,
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WTI to $74.5), the underlying supply chain
vulnerabilities persist. The threat of regional
war and the use of maritime lanes as leverage
maintain significant upward pressure on
insurance and logistics costs.

Key Economic Vectors

* Oil Prices: Brent crude trading at $79.56
per barrel, fluctuating on news of the
potential Iran-Oman route deal.

e Inflation: Significant U.S. inflation is
driving Trump's desire to end trade
blockades and stabilize the Middle East.

Bilateral Trade Target: Pakistan and Iran
aim for a $10 billion trade target, primarily
focusing on food and agricultural products.
* Aviation Crisis: The Indian aviation sector
faces collapse, with at least 10 airlines
reportedly seizing operations due to
economic losses and airspace tensions.

Currency Reserve: The Euro remains the
second most important reserve currency,

accounting for 20% of global reserves, with

new banknote designs pending.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The leadership landscape is marked by the
consolidation of military figures in political
roles and the emergence of new populist
challengers in Western democracies.

* Field Marshal Asim Munir: The Pakistani
Army Chief, now titled Field Marshal, is
increasingly central to international
strategic negotiations, signifying a
complete integration of military and
statecraft.

* Sayyid Abbas Arakchi: As the Iranian
Foreign Minister, he is the key architect of
the Hormuz transit talks and regional de-
escalation.

* Mark Carney: Mentioned as the "incoming
Prime Minister of Canada" (or in a senior
leadership capacity), indicating a shift in
Canadian politics toward re-evaluating ties
with India.

* Abdul Al-Sayed: The first Arab Muslim

nominee for Senate in  Michigan,
representing a major victory for
rogressiv against the Democratic
establishment.

* Sheikh Hasina: The ousted Bangladeshi
leader, now a refugee in India, remains a

point  of contention that prevents

normalization between Dhaka and New
Delhi.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a strong nationalistic
and defensive tone. The lead stories focus
heavily on Pakistani regional leadership
(Hormuz mediation, Saudi visit) and Indian
"atrocities" (Kashmir Black Day, transnational
repression). There is a clear effort to frame
Pakistan as a stable, responsible mediator
versus India as a chaotic, Hindutva-driven
aggressor. The editorial hierarchy gives
precedence to high-level state visits and
maritime diplomacy, while burying or framing
domestic issues as "job well done" successes.
A conspicuous omission is any detailed
critical reporting on Pakistan's own internal
economic struggles or political dissent, which
are only briefly alluded to as "civic rights"
movements. The tone toward the U.S. is one of
skeptical engagementa€”portraying Trump as
unpredictable but potentially a partner for
peace if he abandons "colonial" ambitions.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts frame a world where
traditional Western hegemony is under siege
by regional resilience and new, ideologically
driven alliances.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

e Pakistan (Shahbaz Sharif/Asim Munir):
Framed as a "peacemaker" and "strong
regional player." The military leadership is
portrayed as indispensable to regional
stability.

e India (Narendra Modi/Amit Shah):
Portrayed as an "occupier" and "desperate"

state involved in illegal actions and

"extortion, assassination, and plots."

e Iran (Sayyid Mushtaba Khamenei/
Masud Pezeshkian): Depicted as resilient
and "exceptional," successfully

demonstrating the ability to negotiate on its
own terms.

* USA (Donald Trump): Portrayed as
"unpredictable" and "unreliable" regarding

signatures, yet a necessary partner for de-

escalation if his domestic mandate allows.

e Saudi Arabia (Mohammad bin Salman):
Seen as a "brotherly" strategic partner
whose security is
Pakistan.

intertwin with

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* IRGC (Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps): Framed as the ultimate power for
defense in Iran, making the final calls on
strategic waterway control.

* Hizballah & Houthis: Defined by the U.S.
as "proxies," but by the broadcast as actors
whose remain
significant leverage points.

vereign nd resistan

* NDMA (National Disaster Management
Authority): Showcased as a world-class
infrastructure leader in disaster risk
reduction.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The informational landscape is highly
contested, with both India and Pakistan
actively seeding
Pakistan's Foreign Office spends significant
effort "setting the record straight" on nuclear
testing, which it labels an Indian
disinformation campaign. Conversely, the
broadcast frames India's recent legislative
elections in Kashmir as illegitimate and
fraudulent Jerry-mandering. The U.S.
administration is also seen as manipulating
media framing, with Trump claiming the U.S.
has "massive amounts of munitions" to

counter reports of shortages.

counter-narratives.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Hormuz Normalization: If the Iran-
Oman deal holds, it will likely lead to a new
"transit tax" system for all commercial
shipping, significantly increasing the
operational costs of Western oil majors
while securing Iran's regional hegemony.

* Pakistani-Saudi Defense Integration:
The deployment of the Pakistani military to
Saudi Arabia may evolve from protection to
active regional policing, potentially
involving Pakistani forces in counter-Houthi
or maritime security operations in the Red
Sea.
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* Indian Diplomatic Isolation: Continued RISK ASSESSMENT

allegations of transnational

assassination plots could lead to G7-level The current geopolitical environment is highly
sanctions or diplomatic downgrading of volatile, with multiple flashpoints capable of
India, especially if Canada and the U.S. triggering a broader conflict.

present  further evidence of state

involvement. * Strait of Hormuz Miscalculation: The

risk is a breakdown in the Iran-Oman route
deal leading to a total blockade. Triggers: A
"spoiler" attack by a third party or a U.S.
refusal to recognize Iranian "fees."
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Catastrophic

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

e Formal announcement of the Iran-Oman global energy shock. Mitigations:
transit route and the beginning of mine Immediate demilitarization of the Strait

clearance in specific waterways. and U.N.-backed transit monitoring.

» Increased tension in Bangladesh as the new * Nuclear Escalation in South Asia: The

government seeks the extradition of Sheikh risk is a kinetic clash between nuclear-
Hasina from India. armed Pakistan and India. Triggers: A false-

flag operation or a major water diversion
by India. Likelihood: Low but rising.
Impact: Regional nuclear exchange.
Mitigations: Restoring strategic restraint

* Potential for Houthi retaliatory strikes on
Saudi infrastructure as Riyadh pivots
toward an operational military alliance with

Pakistan. and third-party mediation on the Indus
Medium Term (1-6 Months): Waters Treaty.
* Transnational Repression Blowback:
* U.S. midterms will likely force a "victory" The risk is a total diplomatic break between
declaration in the Middle East, leading to a India and the West (Canada/US). Triggers:
temporary withdrawal of some naval assets Proof of an active Indian assassination cell
to appease isolationist voters. in the U.S. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
« The Indus Waters Treaty dispute will Disruption of global supply chains and
move into a critical legal phase at the "Friend-shoring" strategies. Mitigations:
Permanent Court of Arbitration, likely India holding its agents accountable and
without Indian participation. ending extraterritorial operations.

* Middle Eastern Regional War: The risk
is the expansion of Israel-Lebanon clashes
into a global conflict. Triggers: An Israeli
ground invasion of Lebanon or an Iranian
direct retaliation for strikes on its proxies.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Global war
involving multiple superpowers.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* Consolidation of the "MP5" regional
security bloc, potentially challenging
NATO's influence in West Asia.

e Structural changes in India's domestic

politics as the "Hindutva" doctrine faces Mitigations: Enforcing a comprehensive

internal and external pressure over cease-fire and implementing reciprocal
demographic _engineerin in  occupied implementation of sovereignty agreements.
territories.
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* Global Health Crisis (Ebola): The risk is
a fast-spreading Ebola outbreak originating
in the DRC. Triggers: Failure to contain the
"17th outbreak" through vaccine
distribution. Likelihood: High. Impact:
International health emergency and travel
restrictions. Mitigations: Urgent WHO
action and improved frontline worker
protection.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The exact nature of the U.S. mnaval
blockade and how it interacts with the
proposed "Omani route" is not fully
detailed.

* The status of Chinese mediating efforts
in the Pakistan-Saudi-Iran
mentioned as "prominent" but lacks specific
details on agreements reached.

nexus is

* Domestic opposition within Iran to the
Pezeshkian administration's diplomacy is
alluded to as "hardliner suspicion," but the
specific factions involved are not identified.

* The extent of munitions shortages in the
U.S. military is a point of contention
between Trump and military analysts that
remains unverified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Hormuz "Trap": While the Iran-Oman
agreement is framed as a de-escalation, it may
actually be a strategic trap by Tehran to
normalize waterway control before a future
escalation. By getting the U.S. to tacitly
accept "fees" and "route maps," Iran may be
building a legal foundation to permanently
exclude Western navies under the guise of
environmental and pilotage sovereignty.

The "Black Swan" - Collapse of the Indus
Waters Treaty: A potential catastrophic event
is India's total withdrawal from the IWT. If
New Delhi weaponizes water during a peak
climate-induced drought, it could force

Pakistan into an immediate, desperate
military response, bypassing traditional

diplomatic channels and leading to a rapid,
uncontrolled escalation between nuclear
powers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Nations must prepare for a shift
toward 'regional security blocs" where
traditional Western alliances are

supplemented or replaced by indigenous

power-sharing agreements like the MP5.

* Economic: Diplomatic efforts should focus
on codifying "transit management" rather
than "sovereignty" in strategic waterways
to prevent the normalization of shipping
fees.

e Diplomatic: The U.N. must revitalize its
role in Kashmir and Palestine to prevent
regional powers from wusing these
unresolved conflicts as justifications for
broader war.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Investors should
anticipate higher logistics costs in the
Middle East and diversify routes away from
the Strait of Hormuz until the new "Omani

regime" is stabilized.
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* Regulatory Compliance: @ Companies
operating in India must monitor
transnational repression risks which
could lead to rapid changes in ESG ratings
and regulatory scrutiny in Western
markets.

* Energy Safety: Energy producers should
hedge against price spikes by tracking
mine clearance progress in the Gulf, which

remains the primary indicator for a genuine
reopening of trade.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislation and policy discussions centered on
managing regional militancy, maritime transit,
and international treaty obligations. High-
level press events served to project state
resolve and clarify nuclear postures.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Turkish Disarmament Bill: A draft law
to oversee the surrender and
disarmament of former PKK militants in
northern Iraq under a new committee.

o Pakistan Anti-Narcotics Policy 2019:
Re-emphasized as the framework for

eradicating poppy crops using modern

satellite imagery and drones.

o Control of Narcotics Substances Act
1997: The legal backbone for ongoing
ANF operations in Balochistan and
Sindh.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Fourth Pakistan-US Counter-
Terrorism Dialogue: A high-level
meeting in Washington to strengthen
border security and joint resolve against
regional terrorist networks.

- NDMA International Simulation
Exercise: A briefing for 15 countries and
34 virtual ambassadors on disaster
management m Is.

o Joint Trade Committee Meeting
(Canberra): Pakistan and Australia
reviewed bilateral relations and

KEY STORIES

e Iran-Oman Maritime Deal: Negotiations

are in the final stages to establish a new
route map for ships in the Strait of Hormuz,
potentially including transit fees.

PM Shahbaz Sharif's Saudi Visit: A 3-
day visit to Jeddah with Field Marshal Asim
Munir to discuss operational defense
cooperation and investment.

Kashmir Black Day: The 7th anniversary
of Article 370 revocation is observed with
protests and calls for international
accountability for India.

Muninder Singh Protection Call: U.N.
experts urge Canada to protect a Sikh
activist from credible threats to his life,
allegedly from Indian state actors.

Nuclear Testing Clarification: Pakistan
rejects any link between Trump's nuclear
comments and its im le nuclear
record.

Bangladesh Condemnation of India:
Dhaka regrets India's decision to allow
Sheikh Hasina's media address, calling it
an affront to its sovereignty.
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* SpaceX Rocket Crash: Scientists confirm
a Falcon 9 stage crashed into the moon,
creating a new crater for study.

* DRC Ebola Outbreak: WHO chief calls for
urgent action to contain a fast-spreading

outbreak in Congo.

* Broad Peak Avalanche Recovery:

Pakistan Army aviation recovers the bodies

of seven foreign mountaineers following a

deadly avalanche.

Israel-Lebanon Clashes: Two Israeli
soldiers killed in a building blast as strikes
continue despite ceasefire talks.

e Houthi Yemen Escalation: Missile and
drone attacks kill
southern Yemen.

vernment tr in

* Hiroshima 81st Anniversary: Japan
marks the anniversary with calls for a

world without nuclear weapons amidst
rising global military spend ($2.9 trillion).

* Indian Aviation Crisis: At least 10 Indian
airlines fail due to poor governance and
economic pressures linked to regional
tensions.

* Pakistan Potato Export Issue: The

Punjab government resolves a longstanding
export issue for Pakistani potatoes.

* World Breastfeeding Week: WHO and
UNICEF launch a global campaign to
support infant health.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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