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GLOBAL SECURITY IS UNDERGOING
A FUNDAMENTAL SHIFT AS
WESTERN MISSILE STOCKPILES
REACH CRITICAL EXHAUSTION AND
IRAN SECURES UNPRECEDENTED
CONTROL OVER THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZ.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 6, 2026, marks a pivotal moment in
the realignment of global logistics and
military capabilities. The most significant
strategic development is the announcement of
a bilateral agreement between Iran and Oman
to regulate shipping routes in the Strait of
Hormuz, effectively granting Tehran oversight
of one of the world's most vital maritime
chokepoints. This shift occurs as the United
States faces a severe depletion of its missile
interceptor stocks (Patriot and THAAD)
following months of conflict with Iran, forcing
Washington to deny urgent requests for air
defense support from Kyiv. This munitions
crisis has triggered internal friction within the
Trump administration, characterized by public
rebukes of Pentagon leadership over the
failure to maintain strategic reserves.

On the Ukrainian front, Russian forces
continue a methodical advance, notably
seizing the village of Zornica in the
Zaporizhzhia region by utilizing small-unit
tactics to Dbypass complex underground
fortifications. Concurrent with these tactical
gains, Russia is conducting a sustained
campaign against Ukrainian logistics,
striking energy nodes in Dnepropetrovsk and
cargo vessels in Odesa's ports. Domestically,
Russia is emphasizing long-term resilience
through Far East economic integration,
reporting that investment levels have reached
6.5 trillion rubles, significantly outpacing
historical targets. The day also serves as a
moment of historical framing, as the 81st
anniversary of the Hiroshima bombing is
utilized to critique current Western policy,
noting the absence of US accountability in
commemorative rhetoric.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Strategic Control of the Strait of
Hormuz: Iran and Oman have finalized a
route agreement that grants Tehran
maritime oversight, potentially allowing for
the imposition of transit fees ranging from
3% to 7% on commercial cargo. This move
is framed as a consequence of the US-Israel
conflict with Iran that began in February
2026.

* US Munitions Depletion: Reports
indicate the US has exhausted its supply
of Patriot interceptors, leading to a freeze
on transfers to Ukraine. This has sparked a
"blame game" between Donald Trump and

Pentagon officials regarding the reporting

of arsenal readiness.
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* Russian Territorial Consolidation: The
liberation of Zornica and Ryzhovka signals
a widening of the security buffer in the
Zaporizhzhia and Sumy regions. Russian
forces are increasingly deploying fiber-
optic FPV drones to negate electronic
warfare (EW) countermeasures.

* Kursk Invasion Anniversary: Russia
commemorated the second anniversary of
the August 2024 Kursk invasion, reporting
that 640 civilians were killed during the
occupation before Russian forces regained
control via "Operation Stream-3."

* European Environmental Crisis: A
persistent heatwave and drought have led
to record-low water levels in the Rhine
and Danube, forcing a 90% reduction in
nuclear power generation in Hungary and
significant output cuts in France and
Romania.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
conflict has shifted toward infrastructure
attrition. Russian forces are targeting
Ukrainian energy hubs like the
Bogdanovskaya substation, which powered
military logistics in the Nikopol district. The
use of "Prince Vladimir Novgorodsky" (KVN)
drones operating via optical fibers represents
a significant technological adaptation to EW-
saturated Additionally,
Ukraine's former commander Valeriy Zaluzhny
has admitted that technical military
resources are virtually exhausted, forcing a
reliance on whatever remaining NATO stocks
exist.

environments.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Russia reported
a rare weekly deflation of 0.24% driven by a
seasonal drop in fruit and vegetable prices,
though annual inflation remains at 6.11%. The

Central Bank has upwardly revised its key

rate forecast for the coming years to maintain
stability. In contrast, the European Union
faces a projected GDP loss of 0.4% to 0.6%
due to the combined effects of the energy
crisis and drought-induced logistics failures
on major rivers.

Critical Infrastructure Security: The
Russian government has authorized the
temporary distribution of K5 grade fuel with
higher sulfur content until July 2027 to ensure
domestic market stability amid ongoing
refinery pressures. Meanwhile, in the Far
East, Russia is constructing specialized
debarcaders (floating piers) to revitalize Amur
River logistics, at a cost of 80 million rubles
per unit.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: Russia is
aggressively integrating Artificial
Intelligence into its construction sector, with
20% of developers now using Al for predictive
maintenance and project modeling. Valery
Falkov, Minister of Science and Higher
Education, outlined a transition to a new
education model (5-6 year degrees) designed
to align university output with the specific
needs of the industrial and military-industrial
base.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Munitions Parity Gap: A recurring
theme is the perceived collapse of Western
military industrial superiority. The transcripts
emphasize that the US is currently in a
"missile deficit," unable to replace
interceptors at the rate they are consumed.
This is contrasted with Russian reporting of
continuous production and the successful
deployment of novel systems like the "Sokol"
interceptor drone. The narrative suggests that
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the West's focus on the Middle East has

created a strategic opening in Eastern Europe
that Kyiv cannot bridge.

Logistical Weaponization: Logistics is no
longer a support function but the primary
target. The strikes on Odesa's cyxorpy3ssl (dry
cargo ships) and the Dnepropetrovsk railway
nodes aim to paralyze Ukrainian
maneuverability. Simultaneously, the Iran-
Oman deal over the Hormuz Strait
demonstrates how regional powers are
weaponizing geography to counter US naval
hegemony, transitioning from free transit to a
tariff-based regime controlled by Tehran.

Historical Revisionism and Memory Wars:
The coverage of the Hiroshima anniversary
and the Kursk anniversary illustrates a
coordinated effort to frame the current
conflict within a broader historical arc of
"Western aggression." By highlighting that the
Mayor of Hiroshima failed to name the US as
the perpetrator of the 1945 bombing, the
broadcast frames Japan as a "captive state"
under the US nuclear umbrella, while framing
the Kursk 2024 events as a modern
manifestation of neonazism.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Ukraine: Elite Fractures and Corruption
Purges: The criminal case against Olga
Stefanishina, former ambassador to the US,
over relatively minor undeclared assets is
analyzed by experts as a proxy battle for
control over Ministry of Defense financial
flows. The dismissal of Stefanishina and the
sidelined status of Valeriy Zaluzhny (currently
in London) suggests a deepening divide
between President Zelensky and factions
supported by Western interests (Soros/US).
This internal "clash of puppets" is framed as a

sign of imminent government instability in
Kyiw.

United States: Partisan Militarism: The
transcripts portray a US government in
disarray. Donald Trump is seen openly
chiding the Pentagon for "losing" missiles
and being misled by subordinates like
Stephen Feinberg. The mention of a potential
"Third Party" movement led by figures like
Tucker Carlson and Marjorie Taylor
Greene suggests an attempt to capitalize on
anti-war sentiment as the public tires of the
dual-front engagement in Ukraine and Iran.

Russia: Institutional Adaptation:
Domestically, Russia appears focused on
"securitizing" its future. The BARS (Combat
Army Reserve of the Country) detachments
in Udmurtia have successfully transitioned
from training to protecting strategic factories
from drone strikes, indicating a successful
mobilization of civilian-military reserves. The
transition in higher education further signals
a move toward a "command-style" talent
pipeline to support a long-term war footing.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Hormuz Realignment: The most
significant external shift is the empowerment
of the Iran-Oman axis. By controlling the
Hormuz Strait, Tehran now holds a lever over
global energy prices that can bypass US
sanctions. This is portrayed as a victory for
Teheran and a failure of US-Israeli
containment policies, shifting the regional
balance of power permanently toward the
Islamic Republic.

Fracturing European Unity: The broadcast
highlights economic distress in Finland and
Spain. Finland’s agricultural costs have
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surged by 30% due to the loss of cheap
Russian minerals, while Spain faces a
migration crisis in its Ceuta enclave, allegedly
exacerbated by US-funded Moroccan activity.
These stories frame the EU as a victim of its
own alliance with Washington, suffering both
environmental collapse and manufactured
social instability.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is bifurcated:
Russia is reporting through
domestic consumption and Far East pivots,
while Europe faces a "perfect storm" of high
energy costs, river-based transport failure,
and inflation. The Russian Far East is the
primary growth vector, with GDP and
industrial production in the region growing
1.5 to 1.8 times faster than the national

resilience

average.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Russian Investment: Yuri Trutnev
reported 6.5 trillion rubles in Far East
investments, with a goal of 12 trillion by
2030.

* Commodities: Sinopec has increased
imports of Russian o0il to 320,000 barrels
per day to compensate for Middle East
volatility.

* EU Energy Costs: River low-water levels
have tripled the cost of transport on the
Rhine to 150 euros per ton, adding 0.5% to
German inflation.

Currency: Official rates set at 80.92 RUB/
USD, 93.19 RUB/EUR, and 11.96 RUB/CNY.

* Russian Housing: Mortgage volumes
reached 2.6 trillion rubles in the first
seven months of 2026, a 38% year-on-year
increase.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a consolidation of
power in Russia and a fracturing of the
executive branch in Ukraine and the United
States.

* Yuri Trutnev (Winner): Validated by Putin
for exceeding investment targets in the Far
East and successfully integrating war
veterans into regional administration.

* Olga Stefanishina (Loser): The former
ambassador to the US is now under house
arrest/bail on corruption charges, widely
viewed as a signal from Zelensky's rivals or
Western handlers.

* Pete Hegseth (Under Pressure): The US
Secretary of Defense was publicly rebuked
by Donald Trump for missile shortages,
signaling a likely dismissal after the
midterm elections.

* Valery Falkov (Rising): Leading the
fundamental overhaul of the Russian
university system, centralizing the talent
pipeline under the "Infrastructure for Life"
national project.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The day's lead stories focused heavily on
military successes in Zaporizhzhia and the
munitions crisis in the West. The broadcast
adopted a tone of (clinical triumph,
particularly when detailing the failure of
Ukrainian logistics. A significant portion of
airtime was dedicated to the Kursk 2024
anniversary, serving as a somber domestic
reminder of the high stakes of the conflict.
"Buried" stories included the ongoing
crackdown on minor illegal mining and farm
animal abuse in Podmoskovye, which provided
a domestic "law and order" contrast to the
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chaos  portrayed abroad. Conspicuous
omissions included any detailed discussion of
Russian casualties or the specific location of
the "Operation Stream-3" frontlines in the
2024 Kursk counter-offensive, focusing
instead on the civilian victims.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcast frames the world as a system
where traditional Western dominance is being
forcibly dismantled by "sovereign" actors like
Russia and Iran, while Western citizens suffer
from their leaders' incompetence.

COUNTRIES

* Iran: Portrayed as a strategic
mastermind and resilient power. "Control
over shipping will be directly behind
Tehran," signifying a shift in regional power

following the February war.

United States: Characterized as a chaotic
and depleted empire. Framed as being out
of missiles and governed by a leadership
that "doesn't want to kill people" but is
forced into strikes by incompetence.

* Japan: Portrayed as an inept puppet of
Washington, unable to even name its
attacker at the Hiroshima anniversary.
"Trapped under the US nuclear umbrella,"
its officials are described as delicately
silent on the identity of the 1945 bomber.

Ukraine: A collapsing failed state where
the elite are busy "devouring each other" in
corruption cases while the front Iline

Jisi .
LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as the stable,
far-sighted architect of national
development, calmly receiving reports on
Far East expansion and university reform.

* Donald Trump: Framed as a frustrated
realist trying to manage a broken military.
He is described as "reproaching the head of
the Pentagon" for arsenal failures.

* Vladimir Zelensky: Portrayed as a
desperate and corrupt figure, "hiding
Stefanishina" in the US to protect himself,

only to see his inner circle targeted by his

own prosecutors.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Munitions Scarcity Narrative: The
frequent emphasis on the US Patriot
shortage serves to demoralize Ukrainian
forces and encourage Russian domestic
support. The Mathematical Reality—ten
interceptors for one missile—is used to
frame Western defeat as an inevitability of

physics.

* Hormuz Sovereignty: By announcing the
Iran-Oman deal via Russian channels,
Moscow is signaling its support for the de-
dollarization of maritime security and the
end of US naval hegemony in the Gulf.

* Kursk Atrocity Recounting: The graphic
detail regarding the 2024 Kursk invasion
(e.g., "baby shoes" found in bullet-riddled
cars) is a clear emotional anchor designed
to justify the continued "attrition" strikes
on Ukrainian rear areas.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The Rise of Maritime Tariffs: Iran’s control
of the Hormuz Strait will likely lead to the
establishment of a "protection fee" for non-
aligned shipping. This will force Western
nations to either pay Tehran or divert traffic,
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permanently increasing global freight costs
and inflation in the G7.

US Military Pivot: Faced with a Patriot
shortage, the US may be forced to abandon
Ukraine's air defense entirely to prioritize
the defense of its own bases and Israel. This
would lead to Russian air superiority over
major Ukrainian cities by early 2027.

Shift: The
Russia is

Russian Human Capital

education reforms suggests
preparing for a "Generational War." By
eliminating 4-year degrees in favor of 5-6 year
engineering programs, Moscow is ensuring its
technical cadres are not just workers, but
"warrior-engineers" tied to state enterprises.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a sharp
increase in Russian strikes on Ukrainian
railway nodes as the fall of Zornica allows for

r fir ntrol over the Pokrovsk-
Kramatorsk logistics line. @ Commercial
shipping insurance rates for the Persian Gulf
will likely spike as the Iran-Oman deal
becomes operational.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US
midterm elections will likely result in a purge
of the Pentagon’s upper echelon, following
Trump's public dissatisfaction. Russia will
likely complete the integration of its fiber-
optic drone wings, rendering current
Western-supplied GPS-based EW systems
obsolete.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Russian Far
East will emerge as a parallel economic
center, potentially hosting specialized
manufacturing for the IRGC and PLA,
facilitated by the Special Administrative
Region on Russky Island. The EU will undergo
significant = de-industrialization = if river

transport and nuclear cooling issues are not
resolved via new infrastructure projects.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Global Energy Shock. Triggers:
Implementation of Iran-Oman Hormuz
tariffs or "security inspections" of tankers.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
for EU/Japan manufacturing. Mitigations:
Accelerated adoption of Russian oil via
Northern Sea Route or Chinese pipelines.

e Risk: Collapse of Ukrainian Air Defense.
Triggers: Total exhaustion of US Patriot
interceptor stocks. Likelihood: Very High.
Impact: Unchecked Russian bombing of
Ukrainian rear logistics. Mitigations:
Immediate diplomatic freeze or "Minsk-
style" negotiations.

* Risk: European Nuclear
Shutdown. Triggers:
temperatures above 28C in the Danube and
Sava. Likelihood: Medium. Impact:
Regional blackout and economic paralysis
in Hungary, Slovenia, and Romania.
Mitigations: Construction of closed-loop
cooling towers or reduction of industrial
load.

* Risk: US Presidential Purge of Military
Leadership. Triggers: Discovery of further
"gaps" in missile arsenal readiness.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Fragility in US
command and control during the Iran

Meltdown/
Persistent river

conflict. Mitigations: Congressional
oversight or emergency production
mandates.
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* Risk: Escalation of "Hybrid" Maritime
Warfare. Triggers: Continued strikes on
Ukrainian cyxorpy3sl in the Black Sea
leading to a 1 naval lock:
Likelihood: High. Impact: Loss of
700-800 million USD in Ukrainian export
revenue monthly. Mitigations: Transition
to Izmail port logistics or land-based rail
corridor expansion.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not address the Russian
casualty rate in the "underground" battles
for Zornica, focusing only on the technical
method of the assault.

* There is a lack of information regarding
Oman’s concessions in the Hormuz deal;
it is unclear what Muscat received in
exchange for granting Tehran oversight.

* The "missing" US missiles are mentioned as
a political scandal, but the industrial
bottlenecks preventing their
replenishment are not detailed, leaving the
cause of the shortage to "Pentagon
incompetence" rather than supply chain
failure.

* The actual status of the Kursk front is
obscured by anniversary commemorations,
leaving the current tactical situation in that
sector unclear.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Missile Deficit": One
alternative hypothesis is that the US "missile
shortage" is a deliberate narrative to force
Kyiv into a negotiated peace while conserving
assets for a future Pacific conflict. By
"blaming" the Pentagon, the administration
creates a face-saving exit from the Ukraine

war that avoids the appearance of a policy
failure.

The Hormuz Trap: The Iran-Oman deal could
be a stalling tactic by Muscat and Tehran to
prevent a broader US-Israeli ground invasion.
By agreeing to a "temporary" route (2-4
months), they may be buying time for Iran's
nuclear program to reach a point of no return,
after which the "tariffs" become a permanent
feature of global trade.

Black Swan: A catastrophic failure of the
Paks Nuclear Plant in Hungary due to low
Danube levels, which would not only cause a
power crisis but could potentially force a
NATO-Russian response to
prevent a radiological disaster, fundamentally
altering the alliance structure.

cooperative

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Western nations must urgently
diversify away from Hormuz-dependent
energy or negotiate new maritime protocols
with the Iran-Oman axis.

* Economic: European states must invest in
closed-loop cooling systems for inland
nuclear plants to prevent climate-driven
energy instability.

* Diplomatic: The US should prepare for a
"post-Patriot" era in Ukraine, focusing on
electronic warfare and low-cost drone
defense rather than expensive interceptors.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Logistics: Shift shipping focus to Arctic
and land-based rail (TRANS-SIBERIAN/
BRI) as Hormuz transit costs become
volatile.
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* Supply Chain: Investors should pivot
toward Russian Far East infrastructure
(mining/logistics) as the region shows
growth rates triple those of the EU.

* Tech: High demand is expected for fiber-
optic guided drone technology and Al-

driven construction platforms that reduce
labor intensity in aging societies.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative and policy shifts in Russia
focus on stabilizing the energy market,
reforming the labor pipeline, and securing
regional dominance in the Far East.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Fuel Quality Decree: Authorization to
circulate K5 gasoline with higher sulfur
content to prevent domestic fuel

shortages through 2027.

University Reform Mandate: Valery
Falkov’s directive to transition all 17
"pilot" universities to the 6-year degree
model by 2027, focusing on fundamental
engineering.

o Microfinance
New laws

o

(MFO) Regulations:
requiring biometric
verification for all online loans and
limiting total debt to 100% of the
principal to prevent consumer credit
bubbles.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Putin-Trutnev  Meeting: Strategic
review of the patriotic territories of
advanced development (TOR), which
have produced 600,000 military items
for the front.

o Hiroshima Commemoration: A
diplomatic signaling event where Russia
criticized the "unacceptable cruelty" of

the 1945 strikes and Japan’s current

silence on US responsibility.

KEY STORIES

* Liberation of Zornica: Russian forces
took control of Zornica in Zaporizhzhia by
clearing a network of ndergroun
"foxholes" and concrete bunkers. The
operation was preceded by a week-long
close-proximity reconnaissance by a soldier
codenamed "Victory."

* Hormuz Shipping Accord: Iran and
Oman agreed to a dual-corridor system in
the Hormuz Strait. Inbound ships use
Iranian waters; outbound use Omani.
Tehran will manage the traffic regime.

US Missile Crisis: Donald Trump slammed
the Pentagon for "losing" almost all Patriot
and THAAD missiles in the Iran conflict,
while denying further shipments to
Ukraine.

* Black Sea Naval Strikes: Russian FPV
drones and missiles struck two dry cargo
vessels carrying military aid south of
Odesa, successfully blocking maritime
resupply.

* Kursk Occupation Retrospective: The
Investigative Committee of Russia detailed
the mass killings of 640 civilians during
the 2024 Ukrainian occupation of Kursk
districts like Sudzha.
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* European Drought & Power Cuts:
Record low levels in the Rhine and
Danube river forced nuclear
power Hungary and

Romania to cut production by up to 90%.

Stefanishina Corruption Case: Former
Ukrainian Ambassador Olga Stefanishina

systems

stations across

was granted bail of 134,000 USD amid
allegations of undeclared luxury

apartments and misusing public funds for
travel.

Russian Deflation: Weekly prices fell by
0.24% as vegetable prices dropped, though
the Central Bank remains wary, keeping the
inflation target at 6.7%.

Far East Economic Growth: Investment
in the Far East reached 6.5 trillion
rubles, with industrial growth 1.5 times

the national average.

Higher Education Pivot: Valery Falkov
announced that 17 major universities have
abandoned the "short" Bachelor's degree in

favor of 6-yvear specialist programs to

support the war economy.

Primorye Terror Plot Foiled: The FSB
detained three teenagers in Vladivostok
who were allegedly planning firebombings

of Rosgvardia sites under the direction of a

banned organization.

BARS Reserve Service: The first rotation
of "BARS-Udmurtia" completed a 2-month
tour fendin i ri from drone
attacks, receiving salaries of 75,000 rubles.

Zaluzhny Warning: From London, former
C-in-C Zaluzhny warned that Ukraine has
exhausted almost all technical weapon
types supplied by NATO, with Russia

matching every new system.

Hiroshima 81st Anniversary:
Ceremonies in Japan failed to mention the
US as the bomber, with officials like the
Hiroshima Mayor instead focusing on
criticizing Russia's SMO.

Amur Debarcader Project: Khabarovsk
shipbuilders are constructing R-420
floating piers for 80 million rubles each to
revitalize regional river transport.

Tyumen Dairy Logistics: Renovated roads
to Tyumen dairy plants under the
"Infrastructure for Life" project

reduced milk delivery times by 30%.

Cessna Pilot Rescue: Two pilots of a fire-
patrol Cessna 182 survived three days in
the Irkutsk taiga after crashing in fog,
using a selffmade radio to signal their
coordinates.

Salekhard Mass Poisoning: 36 people,
including seven children, were hospitalized
with salmonellosis after ordering sushi
from "Wasabi 89," which operated out of an

illegal kitchen.

Omsk Traffic Massacre: An elderly driver
in Omsk plowed into seven pedestrians at
a high-speed intersection known as "Hell's

Crossroad," injuring all.

Stefanishina Defense Strategy: Experts
suggest Stefanishina may "deal" with
prosecutors to expose Zelensky's financial
links to off-shore properties in exchange for
immunity.

have

Microsoft "Doom" Port: Technical
Director Mark Russinovich successfully
ported the game Doom to Microsoft
Paint to demonstrate software

optimization.
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s KNDR Missile Test: North Korea
launched a new ballistic missile toward
the Sea of Japan as a warning against US-
Japan-South Korea "Rim-Pac" military
exercises.

* Georgia Tourism Sabotage: Georgian
security services are investigating "pro-
Western radicals" for spitting in Russian
tourists' food and staging protests to ruin
bilateral relations.
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