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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
ACCELERATES ECONOMIC AND
NATIONAL SECURITY DECOUPLING
AS MILITARY STOCKPILES REACH
CRITICAL LOWS AMID STALLED
IRAN CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The domestic political landscape of August 6,
2026, 1is characterized by an aggressive
consolidation of executive authority and an
accelerating "America First" industrial policy,
even as the administration grapples with the
fallout of a prolonged and unpopular military
engagement with Iran. The administration is
currently leveraging permanent tax reforms
on overtime and tips to shore up working-
class support exactly 90 days before the
midterm elections, framing the contest as one
between "common sense" and ‘“radical
socialism."  This narrative is  further
complicated by the primary victory of Abdul
El-Sayed in Michigan, which has become a
flashpoint for accusations of foreign influence
and anti-Semitism leveled by the
administration and Senate Republicans.

Simultaneously, the U.S. national security
posture is under severe strain. Assessments
from strategic experts indicate that critical
munition stockpiles, specifically

interceptors and long-range cruise missiles,
are reaching "dangerously low" levels due to
the ongoing conflict in the Middle East.
Despite this, the President has moved to
further restrict birthright citizenship and
birth tourism via executive order, while the
Department of Justice pivots toward a "war on
cartels" to address the fentanyl crisis and
high-profile fraud schemes. The convergence
of these events suggests an administration
attempting to maintain domestic momentum
through populist economic measures while
facing a deteriorating global operating
environment and increasing institutional
friction over judicial and regulatory
independence.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Executive Action on Citizenship and
Manufacturing: President Trump signed
executive orders targeting birthright
citizenship for "alien enemies" and
banning "birth tourism," while
simultaneously using Section 332
authorities to implement tariffs on
polysilicon to secure the Al chip supply
chain. birth tourism ban

Partisan Contempt Vote Against Dr.
Anthony Fauci: The Senate Homeland
Security Committee voted along strict party
lines to hold the former NIAID director in
contempt of congress for invoking the
Fifth Amendment 111 times, despite a

federal pardon covering his past actions.
Fauci contempt vote

Deteriorating Security in the Strait of
Hormuz: Expert analysis indicates the
Strait remains only "partially open" as the
U.S. faces a munition shortage, with Seth
Jones warning that the U.S. has lost 42
aircraft since the war began. 42 aircraft
lost
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* Michigan Primary Upheaval: Progressive
Abdul El-Sayed won the Democratic
primary for U.S. Senate, prompting
immediate attacks from the GOP labeling
him "dangerously radical" and alleging ties
to the Muslim Brotherhood. El-Sayed

lical ti

* Transnational Cartel Crackdown: Acting
AG Todd Blanche and FBI Director Kash
Patel announced five indictments against
leaders of the Jalisco New Generation
Cartel (CJNG), including rewards totaling
$100 million for their capture. cartel
indictmen

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Stockpiles of Patriot interceptors and
Tomahawk missiles are at critical lows;
replenishment cycles are estimated at 2 to
3 years, leaving the U.S. vulnerable to
potential escalations in the Pacific.

stockpiles are low

* The administration is moving toward a
"dual purpose" corporate model,
encouraging commercial giants like Frito-
Lay to integrate defense industrial needs
into their production lines. dual purpose

companies

Tech Sovereignty & Al

e A "Stargate" project involving a $500
billion investment in AI computing
infrastructure in Abilene, Texas, marks a
historic alliance between Silicon Valley
"empires" and the U.S.

Stargate project

government.

* MIT researchers argue that innovation
follows production; the U.S. must re-
shore semiconductor and drone
manufacturing to maintain a long-term
competitive edge over China. innovation
following pr ion

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The Supreme Court’s decision in Trump v.
Slaughter has effectively ended the era of
"independent" agencies, allowing the
President to fire FTC and FCC
commissioners at will, sparking concerns
over cronyism in merger
Slaughter decision

reviews.

* Debate persists over the Accredited
Investor definition, with critics arguing the
current wealth-based threshold is
"patrenalistic" and demeaning to the
"aptitude" of the working class. wealth-
based threshold

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Transparency: A
recurring theme is the battle over access to
information. While the administration touts its
Fraud Task Force as having identified $230
billion in stolen taxpayer funds, critics point to
the "sealing" of cases like the Walmart/Pepsi
antitrust matter as evidence of selective
transparency. In the Senate, Rand Paul
alleges that the minority has refused to use
passwords to access a million pages of
COVID-19 documents, while Gary Peters
counters that the majority has effectively
"stone-walled" the process for 18 months. This
suggests that transparency is being used as a
rhetorical cudgel rather than an institutional
standard.
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Rethinking Human Agency in the Age of
Autonomy: Across diverse panels—from Al in
healthcare to cultural evolution—there is a
profound concern over the "loss of agency."
Karen Hao’s "Empire of AI" thesis suggests
that AI development models are essentially a
new form of colonialism, extracting
resources (data) and labor (content
moderation) from the Global South while
concentrating power in the hands of a few
Silicon  Valley Conversely,
Palantir’'s Shyam Sankar views Al as "David’s
slingshot" that can empower the individual
"fires officer" or "factory worker" with
superhuman productivity, provided the U.S.
breaks the "managerial revolution" that
throttled high-agency leaders. superpowers
for workers

exectutives.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The U.S. is exhibiting signs of extreme
partisan fracturing as it enters the primary
season. The contempt vote against Dr. Fauci
serves as a proxy for a broader reckoning over
pandemic-era policies, with the GOP focusing
on "accountability" and Democrats alleging a
"perjury trap" designed to please the White
House. perjury trap allegations. The
nomination of Todd Blanche for Attorney
General has become a secondary flashpoint;
opponents argue his "blind loyalty" to Trump
—evidenced by his role in the $1.8 billion
January 6 "slush fund"—disqualifies him from
serving as the people's lawyer. slush fund
sham

Institutional decay is also evident in the
Federal Trade Commission (FTC), where
former commissioners describe a collapse of
norms following the Supreme Court's removal
of independence protections. The reported
prohibition of staff communicating with

non-chair commissioners suggests a move
toward a strictly hierarchical, partisan
structure. ff mmunication n.
Meanwhile, in Georgia, the gubernatorial
race centers on "NIMBYism" and the
environmental impact of data centers,
illustrating a growing tension between
national industrial goals and local community

interests. data center pause

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. global posture is shifting toward a
defensive, protectionist stance under the
"America First" banner. The administration is
framing the international system as a "hostile
threat matrix," specifically targeting China’s
ship-building dominance—reportedly 200
times that of the U.S.—and its bankrolling of
the Russian and Iranian industrial bases.

hin hip-buildin . The US. is
responding by attempting to build a "Counter
Scams Contact Group" with 13 allies to
combat Southeast Asian "scam cities," which
have become a multi-billion dollar criminal
enterprise funded by human trafficking and

money laundering. 13-country coalition

However, the U.S. ability to project power is
being constrained by the exhaustion of its
military assets in the Middle East quagmire.
Strategic analysts note that U.S. deterrents
have failed repeatedly, from the annexation of
Crimea to the closure of the Strait of Hormuz.
The administration’s strategy appears to be
one of "shock and awe" through decapitation
strikes and massive indictments, but these
have yet to achieve a stable regional
equilibrium or reopen global commerce routes
fully. deterrence has failed
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The U.S. economy is described by the
President as "the greatest ever," with 74 all-
time stock market highs and a record $19.2
trillion in new investment commitments. 19
trillion in investment. However, this "Golden
Age" narrative is contested by data showing
high mortgage rates and rising utility costs
driven by the Iran conflict. Supply chains
remain a critical vulnerability, particularly for
generic drugs (80% from China) and critical

minerals. 80 percent generic drugs.

Key Economic Vectors

* Commodities: Oil prices remain volatile;
gasoline is creeping back above $4 per
gallon due to the Strait of Hormuz closure.
gas prices rising

* Labor: Manufacturing jobs are reportedly
up, but the sector faces a shortage of
500,000 workers, a gap the administration
hopes to fill with AI augmentation.

manufacturing labor shortage

* Fiscal Policy: The U.S. national debt is
approaching $40 trillion, a figure that is
driving new ‘"Independent" political
movements. 40 trillion debt

* Crypto/Digital Assets: TRUMP meme
coins saw $4 billion in losses last year, even
as the President personally netted $1.4

billion from digital ventures. crypto losses

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The administration is rapidly filling vacancies
to "flood the zone" with loyalists, while high-

profile opposition from within the GOP
threatens key confirmations.

* Todd Blanche (Acting Attorney
General): Nominated for permanent AG;
nomination is in jeopardy after Susan
Collins declared herself a "no vote,"
leaving a razor-thin margin for

confirmation. Collins opposition

» Kash Patel (FBI Director): Leading a
global "manhunt" for cartel leaders and
fraud perpertrators; pushing a narrative of
"no sanctuary" for foreign enemies. Patel
manhunt

* Mitch McConnell: Discharged from rehab
after 7 weeks; plans to work from home,
leaving the GOP majority physically
depleted in the Senate. McConnell rehab

* Abdul El-Sayed: Won the Michigan
Democratic Senate primary; becomes the
standard-bearer for a new "Top vs. Bottom"
economic movement. El-Sayed victory

* Thomas Schwartz: Retiring after 33 years
at the Hoover Presidential Library; part of
a broader exodus of "non-partisan" career
officials. Schwartz retirement

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

C-SPAN’s
legislative

coverage hierarchy prioritize

process and executive
accountability, focusing heavily on the
partisan friction of committee hearings (Fauci,
Muslim Brotherhood) and the "retail politics"
of midterm stumping (Trump in Vegas, Benson
in Lansing). A massive amount of airtime was
devoted to the DQJ cartel indictments,
serving as a "law and order" lead story to
counteract narratives of regional instability.
The munitions shortage and aircraft losses
in the Iran war are being buried or
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"contextualized" through technical panels
rather than appearing as lead headlines,
suggesting a "soft-pedaling" of the war's
actual military cost to the public. Conspicuous
by its absence is any detailed reporting on the
U.S. casualty counts in Iran, which are only
alluded to by critics like Alex Padilla.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The current framing of the world stage is one
of "total competition," where economic tools
(tariffs, data ownership) are indistinguishable
from military ones.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* China (Xi Jinping): Portrayed as a "pure
adversary" that has successfully decoupled
its manufacturing from the U.S. and is now
using that leverage to fund "scam cities"

and the Russian war effort. China as a pure
adversary
e Iran (Khamenei): Framed as an

"irrational actor" that is willing to let its
population suffer to maintain a Strait of
Hormuz chokehold and a breakout nuclear
capability. irrational Iranian regime

* Belgium: Cast as a "friend of the nation"
and a historical model for humanitarian
relief, used at the Hoover library reopening
to contrast with today's isolationist trends.

Belgium-H .
NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* OpenAl (Sam Altman): Characterized as
a "new form of empire" that wuses
grandiosity to hide internal chaos and
"exploits labor" in the Global South. Al as

empire

* CJNG Cartel: Defined as a "foreign
terrorist organization" that is weaponizing
fentanyl and using timeshare fraud to
"fleece" American seniors of $400 million.
cartel timeshare fraud

* NRA: Framed as a ‘critical safety"
organization in rural Maine, essential for
security in areas where "police are an hour

away." NRA as rural safety

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* The "Enshittification" Narrative: Critics
like Corey Doctorow are seeding a meta-
narrative that digital platforms are
purposely degrading in quality to "lock
in" wusers and extract value for
shareholders, framing tech progress as
actually "social decay." enshittification
thesis

* The "Perjury Trap" psy-op: Democrats
allege the committee hearings for Dr. Fauci
are a "show trial" intended to force a
"misstatement" that can then be
prosecuted, using information control to
"re-victimze" the witness. show trial
allegations

* Birth Tourism as ‘"Fraud": The
administration is framing a legal loophole
(birthright citizenship) as "fraud on the
American system," a linguistic shift
designed to justify the use of Section 215A
executive power. birth tourism as fraud
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Rise of the "Fiduciary Agent": As Al
models become "slop" or "monopolized,"
there is a strong movement toward digital
fiduciaries—AIl that is legally required to
work for the user, not the provider. This
could destroy the current digital

advertising model entirely. Al fiduciary duty

The "Bipartisan" Fracture: Despite the
"unity" rhetoric in Michigan and Texas, the
Senate remains so narrowly divided that a
government shutdown in September is
highly probable, as both sides see political
value in obstruction before the midterms.
h wn r

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

* The permanent deportation of 300,000
Haitian immigrants following the
expiration of TPS will likely spark civil
unrest in Florida and wurban centers.
300,000 Haitians facing arrest

* The Senate will vote on a resolution to hold
Dr. Fauci in contempt of congress, with
the White House potentially directing a
criminal referral immediately. Fauci
contempt timeline

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The implementation of polysilicon tariffs
will likely raise the cost of high-end
consumer electronics by Christmas 2026,
putting the "low inflation" narrative to a

real-world test. polysilicon price action

e The construction of "Trump Class" warships
will see a 50% cost spike, potentially
triggering a fiscal battle over defense

spending. 50 percent cost spike

Long Term (1-5 Years):

 If the "Stargate" project succeeds, Abilene,
Texas, will become the new center of the
Global AI economy, creating a "digital
energy corridor" that could permanently
shift the U.S. power grid towards natural
gas. Abilene Al cluster

RISK ASSESSMENT

The most acute risk is the collapse of
deterrence in the Pacific while U.S. forces
are tied down in an unauthorized war with
Iran. The inability to replenish Patriot and
THAAD interceptors means that U.S. bases
in Okinawa and Guam are essentially "open
targets" for a Chinese gray-zone escalation.

* Risk of Systemic Municipal/Private
Debt Default: Triggers: Skyrocketing
utility bills and the implosion of the "Al
bubble" as data center build-outs fail to
deliver ROI. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic for suburban property values.
Mitigations: Local veto power over data
centers and "pricing in resilience." Al slop
bubble

Risk of "Fraud on the Court" within the
Executive: Triggers: The confirmation of
Todd Blanche and his reportedly "illegal"
January 6 compensation fund. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Complete loss of judicial
"presumption of regularity" for the DOQOJ.
Mitigations: Robust state AG investigations
and the "Anti-Corruption Commission." loss

. on of lars
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* Risk of Massive "Wages Theft" and
Labor Unrest: Triggers: Disproportionate
compensation for "AI engineers" while
technician wages fall. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Widespread "Luddite" strikes in
manufacturing hubs. Mitigations: Collective
bargaining and "productivity dividends" for

workers. sharing productivity with workers

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The Missing Middle in Industrial
Policy: While the administration funds
"frontiers" (Al/Quantum) and "legacy"
(Airlines), there is a total context gap on
how to help the 50,000 small
manufacturing firms in between that are
required for supply chain resilience. gap in
government action

* The Secret Service Interaction: The
testimony of a New York man (Nicki)
alleges political bias in Secret Service
vetting (agents with J6 family ties), a claim
the network failed to verify but which has
profound implications for internal security
neutrality. Nicki secret service claims

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Fake Deterrence"” stalling tactic:
While the administration projects strength
against Iran, the constant "deal is imminent"
gaslighting may actually be a desperate
cover for the fact that the U.S. has run out of
the specific munitions required to actually win
the conflict, buying time for a 2-year

production ramp. 11 instances of gaslighting

The "Black Swan" - Biological De-Skilling:
As Al becomes a "wingman" for doctors and
lab researchers, we may see a catastrophic
loss of human judgment in medicine. A

study shows doctors' accuracy degrading
when using Al; if the system fails, we may find
ourselves with a workforce that can no longer
perform basic clinical reasoning without a

machine. Al degrading performance

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately shift procurement
focus from '"exquisite" $2M missiles to
"consumable" low-cost drone swarms to
reset the cost curve against adversaries.
r munition nsumabl

* Economic: Codify 403(b) parity to allow
non-profit workers to access lower-cost

Collective  Investment Trusts (CITs),
shoring up the retirement base. 403b parity

bill
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Invest in copper recycling
infrastructure immediately to hedge
against Chinese control of the primary
smelting market. two smelters in the US

* Regulatory: Prepare for Tunnney Act
expansion to the FTC, which will add
significant "public interest" delays to

merger settlements. Tunney Act expansion
ill

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative docket is currently dominated
by partisan ‘"reform" Dbills targeting
agencies and individuals, while bipartisan
efforts on housing and retirement parity
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struggle to bypass "hold" tactics in the * The Birthright Executive Order:

Senate. President Trump signs orders banning

"birth tourism" and restricting citizenship

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: for children of foreign enemies. Trump
c The PERMIT Act: Proposed by Mike citizenship EO

Collins to cut red tape for infrastructure

* Abdul El-Sayed' Victory: Th
and housing. Collins permit act u ayed's ictory e

progressive candidate wins the Michigan

o The GENIUS Act: Passed; established Senate primary, surviving an $11-to-1
the first major digital asset bill. Genius spending disadvantage and immediate GOP
Act passed attacks. Michigan primary shakeup

°c The SHIELD Act: Proposed by Ed » Iran War Stalemate: Gas prices hit $4/
Markey to provide $100M for legal gallon as Strait of Hormuz remains
protection of immigrants with work contested and U.S. aircraft losses mount.
permits. Shield Act proposal aircraft losses

o Trey's Law: Bipartisan bill to block * CJNG Cartel Indictments: DOJ unseals
NDAs for victims of sexual assault; charges against five leaders of the Jalisco
currently being held by Ted Cruz to force New Generation Cartel for drug trafficking
House action. Cruz hold on Trey's law and a $400M timeshare fraud scam. cartel

o The BRAVE Burma Act (S-3981): fraud indictmen
Bipartisan bill to provide tools against « The Stargate Project: A $500 billion
human rights violations and scam private-public investment in Al
centers. Brave Burma Act supercomputing infrastructure announced

for Abilene, Texas. Stargate infrastructure

Delaney Hall Detention Death: Senator
Cory Booker calls for the closure of a
private detention facility in Newark
following the third death in 9 months.
detention death Newark

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on
Muslim Brotherhood: A one-man
hearing by Ted Cruz targeting
progressive Senatorial candidate Abdul
El-Sayed. one-man hearing

o Senate Homeland Security Fauci
Contempt Hearing: A party-line vote
result in a criminal referral for the

* The Hoover Library Reopening:
Distinguished dignitaries from Belgium and
Iowan leaders celebrate the $20M

former health official. Fauci contempt renovation of the 33rd President's library.
referral Hoover reopening

* Accredited Investor Debate: Senate

KEY STORIES Banking Committee clashes over whether

working-class Americans are

"sophisticated" enough to invest in private

* The Fauci Contempt Vote: Senate
equity. accredited investor clash

Homeland Security Committee holds Dr.
Anthony Fauci in contempt of congress for
refusing to answer 111 questions under

subpoena. Fauci contempt
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* The Epsten Files Controversy: During
the MA Senate debate, Seth Moulton
attacks Ed Markey for reportedly appearing
in newly released files as doing "favors" for

sex traffickers. Markey Epstein attacks

* NASA iROSA Spacewalk: Jessica Meir
and Anil Menon complete the 96th U.S.
spacewalk to install a mod kit for future

solar arrays. NASA 96th spacewalk

* The "Empire of AI" Critique: Karen Hao
details labor exploitation of Kenyan
workers paid $2/hr to train Sam Altman's

Al models. Kenyan moderation labor

Georgia Data Center Pause: Candidates
Rick Jackson and Keisha Lance Bottoms
both call for a "pause" on data center
expansion over environmental and utility

cost concerns. Georgia data centers

* The "Enshittification” of Platforms:
Corey Doctorow describes the process by
which tech platforms lock in users only to
systematically degrade their
enshittification theme

services.

Caitlin Clark's Impact: Author Christine
Brennan discusses the "Team Sport"
revolution in women's sports and the
WNBA's initial failure to prepare for the
Clark phenomena. Clark revolution

* Social Security Solvency Battle: Bill
Cassidy’s proposal for a "Promise Act"
commission is blocked by Ron Wyden over
concerns it gives "billionaires a free ride."

ial rity block

Minnesota Governor Forum: Klobuchar,
Lindell, and Demuth debate property
taxes, ag fraud, and the "metro surge" of

immigration. MN governor forum

* The "Great Game" of Global Sports:
Analysis of how the U.S. has successfully
exported its homegrown sports to create
new global geopolitical leverage. global
sports leverage

* The Sports Betting Addiction Crisis:
Experts warn that "prediction markets" and
online betting are "pouring gasoline" on the

fire of youth mental illness. sports betting
gas on fire

* The "Wire Tapper" History of Privacy:
Justice Neil Gorsuch and academic panels
discuss how 19th-century photography and
telegraphs shaped the original right to "be

let alone." wire tapper thrillers

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Trends On Capitol Hill is a public
interest experiment in applying deep trend
analysis to the daily business of the United
States Congress to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists,
scholars and Congressional staff better
understand the overarching legislative trends,
themes and patterns of Congress.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, we apply Google's Gemini 3 to
deeply examine yesterday's Congressional
activity to tease out its overarching themes
and trends into a richly annotated thematic
analysis. Each high-level insight is connected
back to the original source material, allowing
journalists and scholars to understand the
legislative themes and trends and instantly
click out to the underlying sources for details.

This inaugural report is based on deep
analysis of CSPAN, CSPAN2 and CSPAN3
coverage in collaboration with the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive. It is currently
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limited to the Congressional business covered
on those three CSPAN channels and thus may
not include all major Congressional business,
may include activity from previous days that
aired on a later date, and/or may include
other major federal, state and local
governmental business. We will continue to
refine this report to incorporate a growing
array of Congressional information sources.
This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.

nnouncing-our-
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