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PAKISTAN FORGES STRATEGIC
TRIPARTITE DEFENSE PACT WITH
SAUDI ARABIA AND TURKEY AMID

INTENSIFYING DOMESTIC
POLITICAL FRAGMENTATION AND

ECONOMIC UNREST

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 7, 2026, represents a pivotal shift in

Pakistan’s  strategic  posture  as  the  state

formalized  the  "Makkah  Joint  Defense

Agreement"  with  Saudi  Arabia  and  Turkey.

This trilateral pact, characterized by a mutual

defense clause stating that an attack on one

is an attack on all, signals the emergence of

a potent new "Islamic NATO" style bloc in the

Middle East and South Asia. The agreement is

framed as a response to the perceived failure

of  Western  security  guarantees  and  the

destabilizing regional effects of the Israel-Iran

conflict.  By  aligning  with  a  nuclear-armed

Pakistan, a high-tech NATO member (Turkey),

and  the  world’s  leading  energy  exporter

(Saudi  Arabia),  the  three  nations  seek  to

create  a  credible  deterrent  against  regional

aggression,  specifically  eyeing  threats  from

Israel and India.

Simultaneously,  the  Pakistani  administration

is grappling with a severe domestic crisis that

threatens  its  internal  stability.  While  Prime

Minister  Shehbaz  Sharif  and  Field  Marshal

Asim  Munir  project  strength  abroad,  the

ruling coalition is fracturing. Bilawal Bhutto-

Zardari  of  the Pakistan People’s  Party  (PPP)

has launched a blistering rhetorical assault on

his  allies  in  the  Pakistan  Muslim  League-

Nawaz  (PML-N),  predicting  the

government's  downfall and  accusing  them

of  electoral  rigging.  This  elite  infighting  is

compounded by massive nationwide protests

led by Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) over hyperinflation

and soaring fuel prices, alongside a resurgent

Pakistan  Tehreek-e-Insaf  (PTI)  planning  a

"long  march"  for  late  September.  The

convergence  of  these  events  suggests  an

administration  leveraging  significant  foreign

policy and defense wins to mask a  crumbling

domestic mandate.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Makkah  Joint  Defense

Agreement

Prime  Minister  Shehbaz  Sharif,  Saudi

Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and

Turkish  President  Recep  Tayyip  Erdogan

signed  a  tripartite  defense  pact in

Makkah,  establishing  a  collective  defense

framework  where  an  attack  on  any

participant  is  viewed  as  an  attack  on  all

three nations.

Defense  analysts  suggest  the  pact

formalizes  Pakistan's  role  as  a  security

guarantor for  the  Gulf,  potentially

providing a nuclear umbrella while Turkey

provides advanced military technology and

drones.
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Official statements emphasize that the pact

is not directed at any specific country but

seeks  to  counter  "Fitna  al-Khawaraj"

(terrorism) and regional aggression.

Domestic  Political  Coalition

Fractures

PPP  Chairman  Bilawal  Bhutto-Zardari

declared  that  the  "countdown"  for  the

federal  government  has  begun,  citing

"blood-soaked"  and  "fraudulent"  elections

as the reason for systemic collapse.

Internal  PML-N  disputes  are  surfacing,

with reports of a "family fight" between the

houses of Nawaz Sharif and Shehbaz Sharif

over influence in Lahore and Islamabad.

PTI  Chairman  Barrister  Gohar  Ali  Khan

announced a major long march scheduled

for  September  27,  2026,  to  protest  the

continued imprisonment of Imran Khan and

his wife, Bushra Bibi.

Nationwide Economic Protests

Jamaat-e-Islami  (JI)  mobilized  thousands

across  major  cities  (Karachi,  Lahore,

Islamabad)  against  unbearable  fuel  and

electricity  costs,  demanding  a  reduction

of petrol prices to 225 PKR per liter.

Protest  organizers  warned  that  peaceful

demonstrations  could  evolve  into  a

government-toppling  movement if  the

administration does not provide immediate

economic relief.

Institutional  Crisis  and  the  Mir

Reza Ali Case

The investigation into the mysterious death

of young Karachi businessman Mir Reza Ali

has sparked a standoff between his family

and the state after the medical board was

changed  three  times  in  24  hours,

leading to allegations of a high-level cover-

up.

Legal  representatives  for  the  family  have

rejected  the  new  board,  citing  political

interference and the suspicious discovery

of a shell casing days after the initial crime

scene investigation.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:

The  Makkah  Pact  represents  a  significant

realignment  in  the  Islamic  world.  Analysts

characterize it as a response to the "madness"

of Israeli  Prime Minister Netanyahu and the

shifting priorities of the United States. There

is open speculation regarding whether Egypt,

Qatar,  or  even  Iran might  eventually  join

this new security axis.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Social order is

precarious as multiple opposition factions (JI,

PTI,  and  disgruntled  transport  unions)

coordinate  protests.  The  government  has

responded  with  Section  144  restrictions,

which JI leadership has vowed to defy.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Pakistan is actively

positioning itself as a "bridge" in the Iran-US

conflict.  Reports  indicate  that  Oman  and

Iran are close to finalizing a route agreement

for  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  a  development

Pakistan  claims  to  have  facilitated  through

military diplomacy.
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Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The

"Hybrid System" in Pakistan—the partnership

between  the  civilian  government  and  the

military—is under strain. While Field Marshal

Asim  Munir’s  "military  diplomacy"  has

secured the Makkah Pact, the civilian side is

seen  as  increasingly  ineffective  and

unpopular.

Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats: Security

forces  conducted  multiple  successful

operations against  "Fitna al-Khawaraj" (the

state's  designation  for  the  TTP)  in  South

Waziristan and Dir, killing 10 militants.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Rise  of  Regional  Autonomy The

Makkah Pact suggests that regional powers—

Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan—no longer

trust  the  US-led  security  architecture.  The

broadcast highlights that while Saudi Arabia

was traditionally a US ally, it now seeks local

"Net Security Providers" to counter Iranian

proxies  and Israeli  expansionism.  This  trend

toward strategic autonomy is accelerated by

the perception that US priorities are  skewed

toward  Israel at  the  expense  of  its  Arab

partners.

Weaponization  of  Judicial  Processes The

Mir  Reza  Ali  case  and  the  legal  battles

surrounding  Imran  Khan  indicate  a  trend

where  judicial  and  medical  institutions  are

increasingly  perceived  as  tools  of  political

management. The overnight restructuring of

medical boards in a high-profile murder case

is  framed  as  a  symptom  of  a  "collapsing

system"  where  due  process  is  secondary to

the interests of "powerful individuals."

Economic  Populism  vs.  IMF  Constraints

The  government  is  caught  between  the

structural  demands  of  international  lenders

(leading to high taxes and "petrol bombs") and

a populace reaching a breaking point. Jamaat-

e-Islami  is  successfully  weaponizing  this

economic despair,  moving beyond religious

rhetoric  to  focus  on  technocratic  demands

regarding  IPPs  (Independent  Power

Producers) and fuel levies.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Pakistan is facing a crisis of legitimacy. The

broadcast details a government that controls

the halls of power but lacks public support, as

evidenced  by  the  intense  criticism  from  its

own coalition partner, the PPP. Bilawal Bhutto-

Zardari's  move to  distance himself  from the

PML-N's  "fake  mandate"  is  a  strategic

maneuver to avoid being dragged down by the

unpopularity  of  economic  reforms.  This

internal  cannibalization  suggests  that  the

current  coalition  may  not  survive  until  the

planned  2026-2027  benchmarks.

Furthermore,  the  custodial  deaths of  two

women in Lahore and the alleged  rape of a

disabled girl in a police station have further

eroded  the  government's  moral  authority,

leading  to  the  suspension  of  entire  police

teams.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Pakistan  is  projecting  itself  as  a  resurgent

regional  leader through  "Military

Diplomacy." The portrayal of the international

system is one of "broken alliances" and "new

beginnings."  The  US  is  framed  as  a

retreating power that can no longer provide

security  guarantees,  prompting  Riyadh  and

Ankara to turn to Islamabad. Pakistan’s role is

uniquely  defined as  a  "bridge"  because it  is
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the only nation that can talk  "candidly and

openly" to  Iran while  remaining a  strategic

partner to the US and the Gulf. This posture

allows  Pakistan  to  leverage  its  military

expertise  into  economic  concessions,

specifically looking for energy security deals

with the Saudi oil powerhouse.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Pakistani  economy  is  characterized  by

extreme volatility and public anger over state-

imposed  costs.  While  global  oil  prices

fluctuate  around  $83  per  barrel,  domestic

retail  prices  remain  stubbornly  high due  to

government levies designed to meet revenue

targets.

Key Economic Vectors

Fuel Prices: Petrol was slightly reduced by

2.20  PKR  to  327.62  PKR  per  liter,  while

Diesel was reduced by 1.50 PKR to 380.86

PKR per liter. Opposition groups demand a

drop to 225 PKR.

Taxation and Levies: The government is

maintaining an  80 PKR per liter levy on

petrol to meet IMF-related fiscal targets, a

move  labeled  "economic  terrorism"  by

protest leaders.

Energy  Sector  Crisis: The  JI  protests

specifically  target  the  "extortionate"

contracts  with  Independent  Power

Producers  (IPPs),  which  they  claim  are

bankrupting the middle class.

Resource  Depletion: Flash  floods  in

Gilgit-Baltistan  and  Kashmir  have

destroyed crops and infrastructure, further

threatening food security.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight significant volatility

in  institutional  leadership  and  shifting

political alignments.

Field Marshal Asim Munir: Emerges as

the primary architect of the Makkah Pact.

His  "military  diplomacy"  is  credited  with

aligning the three nations,  placing him at

the  center  of  both  domestic  stability  and

regional statecraft.

Bilawal  Bhutto-Zardari: Moving  from

"silent  partner"  to  aggressive critic.  His

rhetoric suggests a strategic pivot toward a

populist stance in anticipation of potential

early elections.

Dr.  Sumaiya  Syed: The  Karachi  Police

Surgeon  who  became  a  flashpoint  in  the

Mir  Reza  Ali  case;  she  was  removed and

then  reinstated  to  the  medical  board

after public  outcry over potential  political

interference.

Mohsin Naqvi: The Interior Minister who

is  increasingly  seen  as  the  "enforcer" of

the  current  setup,  tasked  with  quelling

both  the  PTI  and  JI  protests  while

managing security expansions.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

GeoNews  maintained  a  dual-track  editorial

hierarchy.  The  Lead  Story across  all

segments  was  the  "historical"  Makkah

Defense  Agreement,  presented  with

nationalistic  fervor  and  optimistic  analysis.

This was followed closely by the  JI protests,

which were given significant airtime, perhaps

as a pressure valve for public anger.  Buried

Stories included  reports  of  US  weapon

shortages  and  birthright  citizenship

controversies in America, minimized in favor
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of  regional  defense  news.  The  tone  was

analytical  but  nationalistic regarding

foreign  policy,  while  becoming  increasingly

skeptical  and  alarmist regarding  the

domestic  political  rift  and  the  Mir  Reza  Ali

murder investigation.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext  of  the  day's  coverage reveals  a

world  in  flux,  with  traditional  power

structures being challenged by new regional

alignments.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Saudi  Arabia  (MBS): Portrayed  as  a

visionary and strong leader moving away

from  Western  dependency.  "The  world's

eyes are on Saudi Arabia" as it hosts this

new Islamic security summit.

Israel  (Netanyahu): Framed  as  chaotic

and  desperate.  His  "madness"  and

"unjustified war" are cited as the primary

catalysts  for  the  new  Islamic  defense

alliance.

United  States  (Trump): Portrayed  as

unpredictable  and  transactional.

Trump’s claim that he will end the Iran war

"very  soon"  is  met  with  skepticism  by

Iranian officials who call it "drama".

India  (Modi): Framed  as  isolated  and

outmaneuvered.  Analysts  mock  Modi’s

"Fatherland/Motherland"  rhetoric,

suggesting he has  "cornered himself" by

siding too closely with Israel while Pakistan

secures its western flank.

NON-STATE  &  CORPORATE

ACTORS

Fitna  al-Khawaraj  (TTP): Portrayed  as

foreign-funded  tools (specifically  by

India) whose "nefarious designs" are being

systematically dismantled.

Houthis: Framed  as  a  persistent  and

lethal  threat to  Gulf  infrastructure,

necessitating the new trilateral pact.

Independent  Power  Producers  (IPPs):

Portrayed as  exploitative entities whose

contracts  are  a  form  of  "economic

terrorism" against the public.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  term  "Islamic

NATO" is being seeded into the discourse

to  describe  the  Makkah  Pact,  creating  a

meta-narrative of  Muslim unity and self-

reliance to counter internal divisions.

State  Censorship/Pressure: The  rapid

changes to the Mir Reza Ali medical board

and the family’s claim that their statements

were  not  recorded  by  police suggest

active information management to protect

powerful interests.

Propaganda/Spin: The  government  is

framing the fuel price reduction of 2 PKR

as a "gift," while the opposition highlights

that it is a "joke" compared to the 80 PKR

levy.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Coalition Collapse: If  the PPP continues

its  aggressive  rhetorical  distancing,  the

PML-N government may be forced into an

early election scenario by early 2027 to

avoid total paralysis.

Regional  Escalation: The  Makkah  Pact

may  provoke  a  counter-alignment

between  India  and  Israel,  potentially

leading  to  increased  intelligence-sharing

and  defense  cooperation  aimed  at

neutralizing the tripartite bloc.

Economic Default: If the JI and transport

protests  successfully  block  major  supply

arteries, the government may be forced to

defy  IMF  mandates to  lower  prices,

risking a sovereign default.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

friction during the JI protests on August 9 and

the lead-up to the August 10 elections in Azad

Kashmir.  The  government  will  likely  use

targeted  arrests of  mid-level  JI  and  PTI

organizers to prevent the "long march" from

gaining momentum.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

implementation of the Makkah Pact will lead

to  joint military exercises between Turkey,

Saudi  Arabia,  and  Pakistan.  This  will  likely

involve the  transfer of Turkish drone tech

to  the  Saudi  border  and  Pakistani  ground

troops for  defensive  positioning  in  the

Kingdom.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): This  trilateral

alliance  could  form  the  basis  of  a  new

currency  or  trade  bloc if  economic  ties

follow the  defense  agreement.  Pakistan may

seek  "Fuel  for  Security"  swaps  with  Saudi

Arabia, fundamentally altering its energy debt

profile.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Regional  War  Escalation: The  Makkah

Pact's  "attack  on  one"  clause  could  pull

Pakistan into a direct kinetic conflict with

Israel  or  its  proxies.  Triggers: An  Israeli

strike  on  Saudi  oil  facilities  or  a  major

escalation  in  Yemen.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Catastrophic  regional

destabilization.  Mitigations: Active  back-

channel  "Military  Diplomacy"  by  Pakistan

between Tehran and Riyadh.

Domestic  Civil  Insurrection: The

convergence  of  JI  and  PTI  protests  could

overwhelm  police  capacity.  Triggers: A

sharp increase in fuel prices or the death of

a  prominent  protest  leader  in  custody.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Suspension of

civil liberties or a "soft" military takeover.

Mitigations: Immediate  reduction  in  the

fuel levy.

Economic  Collapse  via  Supply  Chain

Disruption: Nationwide  transport  strikes

and  road  blockages  threaten  food  and

medicine  distribution.  Triggers: JI’s

"shutter-down"  strike  call.  Likelihood:

Moderate-High.  Impact: Hyperinflation

and urban riots.  Mitigations: Negotiation

with trader unions and JI leadership.

Institutional  Rupture: The  standoff

between the Presidency (Zardari)  and the

Prime  Minister  (Sharif)  over  judicial

appointments could lead to a constitutional

crisis.  Triggers: Issuing  notifications  for

judges  without  presidential  approval.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Judicial

paralysis.  Mitigations: Inter-party

reconciliation meetings.
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Resurgent Terrorism: "Fitna al-Khawaraj"

may launch a wave of retaliatory attacks in

urban  centers.  Triggers: Continued

military  success  in  border  areas.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Loss of foreign

investment  and  public  fear.  Mitigations:

Enhanced Safe City surveillance projects.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The exact  legal triggers for  the Makkah

Pact's  mutual  defense  clause  remain

classified, making it unclear if it applies to

non-state actor attacks (like the Houthis) or

only state-on-state warfare.

There is a lack of clarity on China's stance

regarding  this  new  trilateral  pact,  given

China's  significant  interests  in  all  three

nations  and  its  role  as  an  Iran-Saudi

mediator.

The health status of Imran Khan in Adiala

Jail  is  a  major  blind  spot;  contradictory

reports  from  family  and  government  are

fueling unrest.

The  financial  cost  of  the  Makkah  Pact  to

Pakistan—and  whether  it  involves  direct

subsidies or debt waivers from Riyadh—

is not disclosed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Pact  as  a  "Paper  Tiger": While

framed as a "mini-NATO," the three nations

have  vastly  different  security  threats

(Kurds for Turkey, Houthis for Saudi, India

for Pakistan). The alliance may collapse at

the first moment of friction, as none of

the three actually want to fight a proxy war

for the other.

Bilawal's  "Revolt"  as  a  Controlled Op:

Bilawal  Bhutto's  attacks  on  PML-N might

be  a  orchestrated  "good  cop/bad  cop"

strategy sanctioned by  the  establishment

to  allow  the  PPP  to  absorb  public  anger

while  keeping  the  coalition  intact  behind

the scenes.

The  "Black  Swan": A  sudden

rapprochement  between  Trump  and

Iran could  render  the  Makkah  Pact

obsolete  overnight,  leaving  Pakistan  and

Saudi Arabia over-extended and exposed to

a new US-Iran security framework.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Formalize  the  rules  of  engagement for

the Makkah Pact to ensure Pakistan is not

dragged into a sectarian conflict in Yemen

or Syria.

Initiate  all-party talks on the economy to

create a "Charter of Economy" that outlasts

the current political volatility.

Investigate  the  Mir  Reza  Ali  medical

board shifts to restore public faith in the

forensic justice system.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Anticipate  supply  chain  disruptions

between August 7 and August 15 due to JI

and transport union protests.

Monitor  defense-related manufacturing

opportunities, as the pact will likely lead to

increased  demand  for  shared  military

logistics.

Prepare for currency volatility as political

infighting  may  impact  investor  sentiment

regarding long-term fiscal stability.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day saw significant legislative and policy

movement,  largely  focused  on  security  and

the consolidation of executive power.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Makkah  Joint  Defense  Agreement

Treaty: A  tripartite  treaty  formalizing

mutual  defense  between  Saudi  Arabia,

Turkey,  and  Pakistan.  Intent:  Regional

deterrence.

Safe  City  Bill: Proposed  legislation  to

institutionalize  and  expand  AI-driven

surveillance  in  major  cities.  Intent:

Crime  control  and  protest

monitoring (85% complete).

Passport  Act  Amendment: KP

assembly  abolished  the  lifetime  blue

passport privilege for members. Intent:

Austerity and privilege reduction.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Interior  Ministry  Presser: Mohsin

Naqvi  set  a September 30 deadline for

Safe  City  expansion  and  discussed  the

Safe City Bill.

JI  Protest  Rallies: Hafiz  Naeem-ur-

Rehman’s  speeches  across  the  country,

setting a deadline for fuel price cuts.

KEY STORIES

Makkah  Joint  Defense  Pact  Signed:

Prime Minister  Shehbaz Sharif,  MBS, and

Erdogan  signed  a  mutual  defense

agreement  in  Saudi  Arabia,  pledging  to

treat an attack on one as an attack on all.

Nationwide  JI  Protests: Jamaat-e-Islami

organized major rallies in Karachi, Lahore,

and  Islamabad  against  inflation  and  high

taxes.

Bilawal’s  Ultimatum: PPP  Chairman

Bilawal Bhutto-Zardari attacked the PML-N

government, predicting a systemic collapse.

Mir Reza Ali Case Standoff: The family of

the  deceased  businessman  rejected  the

state's  third  medical  board,  alleging  a

political cover-up.

Anti-Terror  Operations: Security  forces

killed  10  "Fitna  al-Khawaraj"  militants  in

South  Waziristan  and  Dir  during  two

operations.

Trump  on  Iran: US  President  Trump

claimed he is  close to an agreement with

Iran to end the regional war.

Trump Executive Order: Trump signed an

order  to  end  birthright  citizenship  for

children of non-US citizens.

Azad Kashmir Elections: PML-N claimed

to  have  secured  enough  seats  (24/45)  to

form a government in AJK, while opposition

alleged rigging.

Edhi  Center  Robbery: Armed  robbers

looted  6.5  million  PKR  from  the  Edhi

Center in Sohrab Goth, Karachi.

MDCAT  Postponement: The  medical

entrance  exam  was  moved  to  September

20, 2026, to ensure transparency.

Broad Peak Deaths: Bodies of five foreign

climbers  killed  in  an  avalanche  on  Broad

Peak were transported to Islamabad.

Thai School Shooting: Seven people were

killed in a shooting at a school in Thailand,

including the attacker.

Cambridge  Plagiarism  Scandal:

Professor  Jason  Arday  resigned  from

Cambridge  University  over  plagiarism

allegations.

Yemen  Attack: Houthi  forces  killed  58

personnel  in  an  attack  on  military

installations in Marib, Yemen.
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Lahore  Custodial  Deaths: Two  women

died in police custody in Township, leading

to the suspension of the entire station staff.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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