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A Middle East Security Shift (Aug 2026)
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THE MAKKAH DEFENSE PACT AND
THE LOOMING EXHAUSTION OF
ASYMMETRIC WARFARE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The regional security architecture of the
Middle East underwent a seismic shift on
August 8, 2026, as Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and
Pakistan formalized a trilateral defense treaty
known as the Makkah Pact. This agreement,
which includes a mutual defense clause,
effectively creates a new "Islamic NATO"
intended to provide a collective security
umbrella independent of traditional U.S.
guarantees. The pact serves as a strategic
response to the dual threats of Iranian
regional aggression and Israeli military
assertiveness, while signaling Saudi Arabia’s
intent to leverage
capabilities as a latent deterrent. For Iran, the
pact represents a significant diplomatic
failure, as three of its most powerful
neighbors have now wunified against its
perceived destabilizing influence.

Pakistan’s nuclear

Simultaneously, the maritime standoff in the
Strait of Hormuz has reached a critical
inflection point. While the U.S. administration
expresses cautious optimism regarding a

potential deal mediated by Oman to reopen
the waterway, the Iranian leadership remains
deeply fractured. President Masoud
Pezeshkian is openly advocating for a
diplomatic resolution to avoid total economic
collapse, while hardline elements within the
IRGC and the Supreme National Security
Council continue to demand maximalist
concessions, including the full withdrawal of
U.S. forces from the region. This internal
power struggle is exacerbated by a crippling
domestic crisis, characterized by fuel
shortages, currency devaluation, and a total
cessation of oil exports from the Kharg Island
terminal.

Compounding these pressures is a growing
within  the U.S. military
establishment of the limitations of a purely
aerial campaign. Reports indicate that
General Danquin, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff, has privately warned President
Trump that U.S. munitions stockpiles are
reaching critical levels after months of
conflict. The depletion of interceptors and
long-range missiles has raised concerns about
U.S. readiness for potential conflicts with peer
competitors like Russia or China. This
strategic fatigue is driving a renewed, if
desperate, push for a diplomatic exit ramp
before the U.S. is forced to choose between a
full-scale ground invasion or a humiliating
strategic retreat.

realization

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Formation of the Makkah Pact

* Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan signed a

trilateral defense agreement in Makkah,

establishing that an attack on one is an
attack on all.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=BBCPERSIAN_20260808_060000

* The pact integrates Turkey's advanced KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
defense industry, Pakistan's nuclear

deterrence, and Saudi Arabia's financial Armed Conflict & Militarization

resources, specifically targeting Iranian

proxies and Israeli expansionism. * Renewed Houthi attacks in Yemen have
killed at least eigh vernmen ldier

» Turkey emphasized the pact does not
conflict with its NATO obligations, though it
clearly marks a pivot toward regional

and two civilians in Marib, further straining
the regional ceasefire.

strategic autonomy. * The Makkah Pact effectively formalizes a
Sunni regional military bloc, creating a

Hormuz Negotiations and Iranian conventional counterweight to the Iranian-
Economic Paralysis led "Axis of Resistance."
* President  Pezeshkian  admitted the Leadership Dynamics &

government lacks the resources to import Governance

gasoline and that the naval blockade has

paralyzed the economy. * Internal rifts in the Iranian government are

* US Vice President JD Vance signaled that surfacing, with rumors regarding the

the U.S. is ready to lift the blockade only if resignation of Mohammad Bager Zolgadr,

Iran provides verifiable guarantees for the Secretary of the Supreme National Security

safety of navigation in the Strait of Hormuz. Council.

* President Pezeshkian has taken to the
media to plead for national unity, warning
that internal division will lead to the
country's destruction during wartime.

e Satellite data confirms that no tankers have
loaded oil at Kharg Island for at least a
week, signaling a total halt in Iranian
exports.

U.S. Military Stockpile Exhaustion Energy & Critical Minerals

* General Danquin warned that the current * Oil priF:es have shown high volatility,
aerial strategy is insufficient and that the fluctuating betweer.l $90 and $95 per barrel
U.S. must find a way out of the war to based on the perceived progress of Hormuz

preserve its global posture. negotiations.

« Reports suggest that nearly 50% of the U.S. * Saudi Arabia is increasingly utilizing the

haw] issile inventory and East-West pipeline to bypass Hormuz,

. . . . i i
significant portions of Patriot and THAAD though Houthi threats in the Red Sea
interceptors have been consumed in the remain a significant risk to this alternative
route.

conflict.

* Concerns are mounting that a prolonged
war with Iran will leave the U.S. vulnerable
to Russia or China due to the slow
replacement cycle of advanced munitions.
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Critical Infrastructure Security

* Environmental analysts warn that the
accumulation of invasive species on the
hulls of over 1,500 ships anchored in the
Persian Gulf poses a multi-billion dollar risk
to global maritime health.

* U.S. and Iranian cyber capabilities are
engaged in a "shadow war" targeting

regional energy (grids and maritime
tracking systems in Al-driven
lisinf on.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of the "Islamic NATO": The
Makkah Pact is not merely a defensive
alliance but a fundamental realignment of
Middle Eastern power. By bringing Turkey (a
NATO member) and Pakistan (a nuclear-
armed state) into a formal mutual defense
pact with Saudi Arabia, the signatories are
creating a third way between U.S. dependence
and Iranian hegemony. This trend toward
regional self-reliance suggests a diminishing
faith in the permanence of U.S. security
commitments. The pact also hints at a
nuclear hedging strategy, where Saudi
Arabia secures a Pakistani nuclear umbrella
as a counter to a potential Iranian nuclear
breakout.

The Exhaustion of the Air War Paradigm:
For decades, the U.S. has relied on
overwhelming air superiority and precision-
guided munitions (PGMs) to manage regional
threats. The current conflict with Iran is
exposing the logistical limits of this model.
The high consumption rate of interceptors and
cruise missiles, coupled with the resilience of
decentralized Iranian assets, has forced U.S.
military leadership to admit that air power
alone cannot achieve the political goal of

regime submission. This leads to a dangerous
policy vacuum where the only remaining
options are high-risk ground intervention or a
negotiated settlement that leaves Iran’s
regional network intact.

The Fragmenting Iranian State: The
transcripts portray an Iranian government in
a state of advanced internal decay. President
Pezeshkian represents a faction desperate for
economic relief through diplomacy, while the
IRGC appears committed to a "war of
attrition" strategy. This "dual government"
phenomenon is hindering Iran's ability to
negotiate effectively, as hardline actions in the
Strait of Hormuz consistently undercut
diplomatic efforts in Muscat. The collapse of
oil exports from Kharg Island suggests that
the U.S. blockade is having a devastating
cumulative effect, potentially driving the
regime toward a "Jami-ye Zahr" (cup of
poison) moment similar to the end of the Iran-
Iraq War.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: The domestic situation is characterized
by extreme economic hardship and social
repression. The government has intensified its
crackdown on hijab, framed by Tehran's
Friday Prayer leader as a response to a
"foreign organized plot." This
signaling, combined with the admission of
total gasoline shortages, suggests a regime
that is losing its grip on the material needs of
the populace and is retreating into ideological
rigidity. The public sentiment is a mixture of
"fear and exhaustion," with the threat of
renewed protests lingering as the anniversary
of the "Woman, Life, Freedom" movement
approaches.

cultural
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United States: While the U.S. maintains
military dominance, the administration is
facing internal dissent from the military
establishment regarding the sustainability of
the war. General Danquin’s warnings to the
Trump inner circle highlight a strategic rift
between political goals and military
capabilities. The upcoming mid-term elections
in November are a critical driver of U.S.
policy, as the administration seeks a "symbolic
victory" to avoid the political fallout of a

protracted and expensive conflict.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is increasingly being
defined by the "Containment of Iran." The
outside world is framed as a coalition seeking
to neutralize Iranian influence, with the
Makkah Pact serving as the regional pillar of
this strategy. However, the U.S. is struggling
to manage a fracturing global posture, as it
attempts to pivot toward the Indo-Pacific
while remaining mired in a high-intensity
conflict in the Middle East. Russia and China
are portrayed as opportunistic actors, with

Russia providing satellite data to assist
Iranian maritime operations, further

complicating U.S. efforts to isolate Tehran.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The regional economy is currently under
extreme duress, with the maritime blockade
of Iran acting as a significant drag on global
energy trade. The total paralysis of Kharg
Island exports has removed significant supply
from the market, though this has been
partially offset by reduced global demand and
strategic reserve releases. In Iran, the state is
teetering on the edge of sovereign
bankruptcy, resorting to currency printing

and the sale of state assets to fund basic
operations.

Key Economic Vectors

* Oil Exports: Zero loading at Kharg Island
for seven consecutive days.

e Inflation: Unofficial reports suggest
Iranian inflation has breached 80% for
essential goods.

e Maritime Costs: A 40% increase in fuel
consumption and multi-billion dollar repair
costs for ships trapped in the blockade.

e Market Sentiment: Bourse in Frankfurt

reached a historical high, suggesting
investors believe the conflict is

geographically contained.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts indicate significant churn and
friction within the upper echelons of Iranian
and U.S. leadership, signaling shifts in tactical
direction and internal power consolidation.

* Masoud Pezeshkian: Portrayed as a
leader losing control of the state apparatus
to military hardliners; his public pleas for
unity indicate his relative isolation within
the cabinet.

* Mohammad Baqger Zolgadr: His rumored
resignation as Secretary of the Supreme
National Security Council suggests a
breakdown in the coordination between the
bit (Supreme Leader's office) and the
presidency.

* General Danquin: Emerges as a voice of

pragmatic caution, warning the President

that the current military strategy is
unsustainable and risks global overstretch.
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* Tad Blanche: Confirmed as Attorney
General after a narrow Senate vote,
signaling the President's continued
consolidation of control over the TU.S.
justice system.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

BBC Persian’s editorial focus is heavily
weighted toward the existential crisis facing
Iran. The "Lead Stories" are dominated by the
Makkah Pact and the Hormuz negotiations,
which are presented as the primary drivers of
Iran's potential collapse. The emotional tone
is one of analytical skepticism toward the
regime's survivability. "Buried Stories" include
the Thai school shooting and the Serbian
eagle rescue, which provide minor reprieve
from the war coverage. A conspicuous
omission is the current status of the Supreme
Leader; while his "office" and "advisors" are
mentioned, the lack of recent direct quotes or
appearances by Ali Khamenei suggests a
potential health or leadership vacuum not
being explicitly addressed.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing suggests a world of
emerging regional blocs and a superpower
struggling to maintain its hegemony while
managing its own internal military limitations.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Saudi Arabia/MBS: Framed as the new

regional pivot, successfully forging a
military alliance that circumvents U.S.
unreliability,. MBS is portrayed as a
visionary architect of the Makkah Pact,
seeking "security through autonomy".

e Iran/Pezeshkian: Portrayed as chaotic
and desperate. The framing characterizes
the administration as a "weak host" to a
parasitic military establishment (IRGC) that
is driving the nation toward a "suicide
mission" in the Gulf.

United States/Trump: Framed as strong
but overextended. The U.S. is seen as
having the power to paralyze Iran but
lacking the "strategic depth" to finish the

war without sacrificing its global
commitments.
NON-STATE & CORPORATE

ACTORS

e The IRGC: Characterized as the "true
power in Tehran," acting as a saboteur of
diplomatic efforts. Quotes from analysts
suggest the IRGC is a "gambler who
doesn't know when to leave the table"
at the risk of the nation.

* The Houthis: Portrayed as a "wildcard
proxy" that has successfully expanded the
battlefield from Hormuz to the Bab-el-
Mandeb, effectively catching Saudi Arabia
in a two-front naval conflict.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The media environment is saturated with Al-
generated propaganda and
seeding. Iranian hardliners are using state
media to portray the Makkah Pact as a
"Sunni betrayal" while
leaking rumors of government resignations to
destabilize the Pezeshkian cabinet.
Conversely, the U.S. and its allies are
leveraging the "Munitions Shortage" narrative
as a dual-purpose tool: to lower expectations
for a ground war and to pressure Iran into a

diplomatic compromise by suggesting the U.S.

narrative

simultaneously
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might soon resort to more extreme (nuclear or
total war) measures to end the conflict
quickly. The transcripts also note the use of

deepfake technology in the Iran conflict,

making it increasingly difficult for observers
to verify battlefield claims.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Collapse of Oman Talks: Given the
IRGC's refusal to concede on the U.S.
regional withdrawal, the Oman-mediated
talks will likely collapse, leading to an
escalatory cycle in late August targeting
Saudi energy hubs.

* Saudi Nuclear Hedging: The Makkah
Pact is the prelude to Saudi Arabia openly
requesting nuclear technical assistance
from Pakistan if the Hormuz blockade is not
lifted by October.

* U.S. Tactical Shift: Due to the munitions
shortages, the U.S. will likely transition
from broad aerial strikes to high-value
leadership decapitation operations using
special operations forces rather than
PGMs.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a major
domestic crackdown in Iran to preempt
protests on the anniversary of the "Woman,
Life, Freedom" movement. In the U.S., the
administration will likely announce a
"strategic pause" in strikes to allow for MUNS
replenishment, framed as a "diplomatic
window."

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Makkah
Pact will begin joint naval drills in the Red
Sea, potentially leading to direct Turkish-
Houthi skirmishes. The Iranian economy will

enter a "death spiral" if the gasoline import
issue is not resolved by the winter months.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Middle East will
bifurcate into two rigid military camps: the
Makkah Pact Sunni bloc and the Iranian-led
Shia axis, with a significantly reduced U.S.
footprint. The U.S. will focus on automated
maritime defense using Al and autonomous
ships to secure trade routes without depleting
human or conventional missile resources.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Strategic Munitions Failure: U.S.
inability to respond to a new threat (e.g., in
Taiwan) due to Iranian war depletion.
Triggers: Sudden escalation in the South
China Sea. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Catastrophic global security shift.
Mitigations: Immediate ramp-up of PGM
production and diplomatic off-ramps in the
Gulf.

Iranian Domestic Implosion: A total
collapse of the Iranian state leading to a
massive refugee crisis and uncontrolled
militia activity. Triggers: Failure to secure
gasoline imports. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Regional chaos. Mitigations: Targeted
lifting of sanctions on humanitarian goods
in exchange for maritime de-escalation.

Nuclear Proliferation via Makkah Pact:
The transfer of nuclear knowledge or assets
from Pakistan to Saudi Arabia. Triggers:
Iranian nuclear test or continued Hormuz
closure. Likelihood: Low but increasing.
Impact: End of the global NPT regime.
Mitigations: Formal u.S.
guarantees to Saudi Arabia.

nuclear
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* Hormuz Environmental Disaster: A
massive ecological collapse in the Persian
Gulf due to bio-fouling and chemical
seepage from stalled ships. Triggers:
Continued anchorage of 1,500+ ships.
Likelihood: Very High. Impact: Multi-
decade destruction of Gulf fisheries and
desalination plants. Mitigations:
International agreement for safe-passage
hull cleaning.

* Decentralized Proxy Escalation: Houthi
or Iragi militias acting outside Iranian
command to strike Saudi targets,
triggering the Makkah Pact. Triggers:
Israeli strike on Iranian soil. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Regional multi-state war

Mitigations: Direct backchannel
communication between Riyadh and
Tehran.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Russian Involvement: The extent of
Russian "advisors" currently in Iran
assisting with drone and electronic warfare
is significantly under-reported.

* Chinese Economic Pressure: There is no
mention of China's role in pressuring the
U.S. to end the blockade, despite the
massive impact on its energy imports.

* Israeli Strategic Silence: The transcripts
lack detail on Israel's view of the Makkah
Pact; a Sunni alliance against both Iran and
Israel could lead to a tactical Israeli-
Iranian de-escalation.

* Cyber-Warfare Impact: While Al
disinformation is mentioned, the actual
level of damage to critical infrastructure
from ongoing cyber-attacks is not
disclosed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Makkah Pact as a U.S. Proxy: While
the pact is framed as a move toward
autonomy, it may be a covert U.S.-led
initiative to "outsource" the containment of
Iran. By allowing Turkey and Pakistan to take
the lead, the U.S. can preserve its munitions
for China while maintaining pressure on
Tehran through regional surrogates. If true,
the "shortage" of missiles may be a feint to
lure Iran into a false sense of security.

The "Managed Collapse"” of the Rial: The
IRGC may be intentionally sabotaging the
economy to justify a transition to a total
"Command Economy" and the final purge of
the Pezeshkian reformers. A total blockade
serves the hardliners by eliminating middle-
class influence and making the entire
population dependent on state-controlled
rations distributed by the IRGC.

Black Swan Event: A Houthi missile
accidentally strikes a Turkish vessel in the
Red Sea, forcing a NATO member into a direct
land war in Yemen, which then activates the
U.S. mutual defense treaty with Turkey,
leading to the accidental full-scale U.S.
intervention Gen. Danquin is trying to avoid.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the Oman-mediated maritime
security framework as a standalone deal,
decoupling it from broader regional issues
to mitigate the gasoline crisis.
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* Engage the Makkah Pact leadership to
ensure the trilateral treaty includes
mechanisms for crisis communication with
Tehran to prevent accidental regional war.

* Expand PGM and interceptor production
lines as a national security priority to
restore U.S. strategic depth.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Resilience: Diversify away
from reliance on Persian Gulf energy; the
environmental and military risks to
shipping in Hormuz are now semi-
permanent.

Regulatory Risk: Investors in Turkish and
Pakistani defense sectors must monitor
NATO and U.S. export controls, as the
Makkah Pact may trigger technology
transfer restrictions.

Capital Allocation: Invest in autonomous
maritime technologies and hull-cleaning
robotics, which will see massive demand
due to the bio-fouling crisis in the Gulf.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in both the U.S. and Iran is
focused on consolidation and war-footing,
with U.S. legal battles hindering executive
projects while the Senate focuses on the
judiciary.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: A U.S.
appeals court ordered a halt to the $400
million White House reception hall project,
ruling that the administration must seek
Congressional approval for such
expenditures.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: The U.S.
Senate confirmed Tad Blanche as Attorney
General in a narrow 50-49 vote,
overcoming significant Democratic
opposition regarding the independence of
the Justice Department.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: President
Pezeshkian held a press conference with
Iranian journalists, using the platform to
defend the Islamabad Accord and warn
against the costs of isolationism.

KEY STORIES

* Makkah Defense Pact: Leaders of Saudi

Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan signed a
defense treaty in  Makkah,
establishing a new regional security bloc

independent of NATO.

e Strait of Hormuz Standoff: Oman
mediates between the U.S. and Iran to
reopen the strait; U.S. requires navigation

mutual

safety raisti-azmayi (verifi before
lifting the naval blockade.
e U.S. Munitions Depletion: Reports

indicate critical shortages of Tomahawk
and Patriot missiles due to the prolonged
air war with Iran.

e Iranian Economic Crisis: President
Pezeshkian admits the state is out of money
and cannot import gasoline or basic
commodities.

Marib Attack: Houthi forces killed eight
soldiers and two civilians in a renewed
assault on the Saudi-backed government in
Yemen.

* Habermas Death and Debate: A lengthy
discussion on the death of German
philosopher Jirgen Habermas and the
failure of his "rational dialogue" theories to
prevent the current regional conflict.
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Hijab Crackdown: Iranian officials
intensify police presence to enforce hijab,
claiming an organized foreign plot to
promote "indecency."

Ukraine-Iran Naval Tension: Iran
threatens to strike three points in Ukraine
in retaliation for a Ukrainian strike on an

Iranian vessel in the Caspian Sea.

Kharg Island Paralysis: Satellite data
confirms zero oil exports from Iran’s
primary terminal for the past week.

Thailand School Shooting: A 14-year-old
boy killed seven people, including five
teachers, in Bangkok before committing
suicide.

97-Year-Old Wing Walker: Betty
Bromage, a 97-year-old woman, broke her

own record by wing-walking on a plane to
raise money for charity.

Serbian Eagle Rescue: An Eastern
Imperial Eagle named Felix was released in
Serbia after being rescued from wildlife
traffickers in the Middle East.

Bio-Fouling Threat: Environmentalists
warn that 1,500+ stalled ships in the
Persian Gulf are creating an ecological
disaster due to invasive species.

Habermas and the Public Sphere: An
intellectual deep-dive into the Life-World

vs. System and why dialogue has failed
between the Iranian state and its people.

Caspian Sea Conflict: Details emerge of a
drone skirmish between Iranian and
Ukrainian-aligned forces in the Caspian
region.

Saudi Pipeline Shift: Saudi Arabia
increases flow through the East-West

pipeline to mitigate the closure of the Strait
of Hormuz.

* FIFA  Corruption Denials: Gianni
Infantino denies allegations that he paid off
a former mistress using UEFA funds.

e White House Construction Halt: A U.S.
court halts the construction of a White

House reception hall citing lack of
Congressional authority.
* Hormuz Insurance Crisis: Lloyd's of

London and other insurers warn that
payving fees to Iran for passage would

violate U.S. sanctions.

e Thai Gun Control:
Minister vows

Thailand’s Prime

gun control laws
following the Bangkok school tragedy.

new

* World Leader Framing: Analysis of how
MBS, Pezeshkian, and Trump are being
portrayed as they navigate the economic

and military fallout of the Hormuz crisis.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends

examine
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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