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ALGERIA LEVERAGES REGIONAL
SECURITY VICTORIES AND
STRATEGIC INDUSTRIAL

EXPANSION TO CEMENT DOMESTIC
STABILITY AMID RISING

ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL
RISKS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

On  August  8,  2026,  Algerian  state  media

projected a narrative of a "victorious" nation

achieving strategic self-reliance and regional

security  dominance.  The  focal  point  of  the

day’s  broadcasting  was  the  successful

recovery  of  a  German  national  by  Algerian

security forces following his abduction by an

armed criminal group in Niger. This event is

being  framed  as  a  demonstration  of  the

People's  National  Army's  (ANP)

exceptional operational reach and its role as a

primary  guarantor  of  regional  stability.  By

securing the release of a European national,

Algiers  is  signaling  its  indispensability  to

international  security  partners  while

reinforcing  its  "sacred  duty"  of  national

sovereignty.

Domestic  coverage  centered  on  high-stakes

infrastructure  development  and  the

management  of  social  crises.  Significant

airtime was dedicated to the Boumerdes bus

tragedy,  where  the  state  used  forensic

evidence—specifically drug use by the driver

and recorded knowledge of mechanical failure

—to  project  a  firm  "law  and  order"  stance,

placing  blame  on  individual  negligence  and

complicity  rather  than  systemic  transport

failures.  Simultaneously,  the  state  continues

to  push  a  massive  industrialization  agenda,

highlighting new cereal silos in Mascara and

the  expansion  of  the  "East  Mining  Line"

railway  project,  aimed at  securing  food  and

mineral  sovereignty.  These  developments

converge  to  portray  a  government  in  total

control  of  its  borders,  its  resources,  and its

social  order,  despite  an  ongoing  extreme

heatwave and shifting regional threats.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Security  Power  Projection:

Algerian  security  services  received  a

German  national previously  kidnapped  in

Niger,  emphasizing  the  ANP's  tactical

superiority in desert environments and its

role in cross-border counter-terrorism.

State-Led Industrialization and Mining

Logistics: Progress  on  the  East  Mining

Line was  highlighted,  with  the  Ferrovial

complex  and  the  Hadjar  steel  plant

preparing  to  provide  800  phosphate

transport wagons to link the mines of Bled

El  Hadba  to  Annaba  and  the  Béchar-

Tindouf line.

Judicial Hardline on Public Safety: The

Attorney General of Boumerdes announced

the  detention  of  three  individuals for

complicity in the bus accident that killed 28

people, using it as a case study for "legal

warfare" against negligence.
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Food  Sovereignty  Milestones: The

completion of a  one million quintal cereal

silo in Mascara was identified as a critical

step  in  the  national  strategy  to  bolster

grain  reserves  and mitigate  global  supply

chain shocks.

Digital Governance and AI Integration:

The Ministry of Higher Education launched

the  RAJI  AI  platform to  manage  student

enrollment, signaling a move toward "tech

sovereignty"  and  modernized

administrative control.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  ANP  is  undergoing  continuous

modernization to improve its defensive and

technological capabilities, as outlined in the

August editorial of El Djeich magazine.

A nationwide  recruitment drive for  sub-

officers and men of rank is being promoted

to  bolster  the  ranks  of  the  land,  air,  and

naval forces.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Expansion of the cereal storage network is

treated as a matter of national security to

ensure long-term food stability.

Industrial  centers  in  M'Sila  and

Constantine  are  refocusing  on  the

refurbishment  of  diesel  engines and

mechanical parts to reduce dependence on

foreign imports and maintenance.

Climate & Extreme Weather

A  Vigilance  Orange heatwave  alert  was

issued  for  multiple  regions,  with

temperatures expected to reach 45 degrees

Celsius in the shade in the Chlef-Relizane-

Ain Defla axis.

The  government  is  actively  promoting

energy conservation measures, specifically

targeting air conditioning usage at 25°C to

prevent grid failure during peak heat.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Algeria showcased "cultural diplomacy" at

the World Social Forum in Cotonou, Benin,

leveraging  the  influence  of  the  Zawiya

Tidjaniya brotherhood to strengthen ties in

West Africa.

The  70th  anniversary  of  the  Soummam

Conference is  being  used  to  solidify  the

"resistance culture" as the basis for modern

Algerian foreign policy.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  "New  Algeria"  Narrative  of  Self-

Sufficiency

A  dominant  theme  is  the  transition  from  a

consumer  economy  to  a  producer  nation.

Reports  on  the  tomato  industrial  sector in

Chlef  and the  mechanical  testing  centers  in

Constantine  suggest  a  concerted  effort  to

build an integrated industrial ecosystem. The

goal  is  to  reduce  the  "import  bill"  while

simultaneously  orienting  surplus  toward

exports.  This  is  not  merely  an  economic

policy  but  a  strategic  move  to  insulate  the

regime from external economic pressures and

volatile global markets.

Regional Hegemony through Security and

Religion

Algeria  is  increasingly  using  its  security

apparatus and religious history as tools of soft

and  hard  power.  The  rescue  of  the  German

national  in  Niger  is  a  high-profile  "security

win" used to justify the military's central role

in  governance.  Simultaneously,  the  focus  on
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the  Zawiya  Tidjaniya at  the  World  Social

Forum  in  Benin  demonstrates  how  Algeria

utilizes  spiritual  heritage  to  compete  for

influence  in  the  Sahel  and  West  Africa,

countering other regional actors.

Transparency  as  a  Social  Control

Mechanism

The  detailed  disclosure  of  the  Boumerdes

bus accident investigation represents a shift

in  how  the  state  handles  social  unrest.  By

revealing  forensic  details—such  as  the

driver’s  drug  test  results and  a  4-minute

phone recording discussing faulty brakes—the

state preempts criticism of road infrastructure

or  government  oversight.  Instead,  it  directs

public anger toward individuals, framing the

incident  as  a  "criminal"  act  of  negligence

rather than a systemic failure.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Algeria's  internal  landscape  is  characterized

by a high degree of state-directed "cohesion"

intended to mask underlying social pressures.

The state media emphasizes the  stability of

the  nation  as  a  sacred  duty,  reflecting  a

top-down mandate to prevent any resurgence

of  civil  unrest.  The  government  is  carefully

managing  potential  flashpoints,  such  as  the

rescheduling  of  the  school  year (pushed  to

late  September)  and  vocational  training

sessions to synchronize with industrial needs

and  weather  constraints.  There  is  an

observable effort to channel youth energy into

military service or technical trades, as seen in

the  ANP  recruitment  drives and  "digital

university" initiatives.

Social Order: The state uses tragedy, such

as  the  Boumerdes  crash,  to  reinforce

judicial  authority  and  personal

responsibility,  thereby  placing  three

suspects in preventive detention as a public

display of accountability.

Institutional  Control: The  Ministry  of

Higher  Education  is  digitizing  the  entire

enrollment process, which centralizes data

and control over the next generation of the

workforce.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Algeria  is  portraying  itself  as  a  fortress  of

stability in a "hostile" and "fractured" regional

environment. The external world—particularly

the Sahel and Morocco—is framed as a source

of threats including  terrorism, kidnapping,

and drug trafficking. In contrast, Algeria is

positioned  as  an  "unbendable"  state  that

refuses  to  submit  to  pressures  or  threats,  a

message  clearly  directed  at  both  Western

powers and regional rivals.

Morocco: Frames the Moroccan monarchy

as  a  "narcostate"  and  an  oppressor,

highlighting  the  seizure  of  10  tons  of

Moroccan  hashish in  Spain  and  accusing

the "Makhzen" of  mosque demolitions and

citizen displacement.

Europe: Maintains a transactional but firm

relationship.  Rescuing  the  German

national earns  diplomatic  capital  with

Berlin, yet the state remains vocal about its

"independence of  decision"  and refusal  to

be "bought or sold."
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic focus is on achieving strategic

autonomy through heavy infrastructure and

industrial  localization.  Market  sentiment  is

being steered toward optimism regarding the

"New Algeria" project, with a specific focus on

the mining sector and grain security to hedge

against global inflation.

Logistics & Transport: Ferrovial and the

Hadjar complex are producing 800 wagons

for  phosphate  transport,  a  multi-billion

dollar  strategic  asset  for  the East  Mining

Line.

Agriculture: Capacity  for  tomato

processing in Chlef now exceeds 3,000 tons

per  day,  reducing  the  need  for  paste

imports.

Energy: Industrial centers are now capable

of  refurbishing  diesel  engines for  power

plants  in  the  south,  previously  a  task

reserved for foreign manufacturers.

National  Reserves: The  new  silo  in

Mascara  adds  one  million  quintals to  the

national grain storage capacity.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership  dynamics  focus  on  the

consolidation  of  power  around  President

Tebboune’s  vision  and  the  operational

effectiveness  of  the  military  high  command.

No  major  purges  were  noted,  but  the

promotion  of  the  ANP  as  the  ultimate

societal model continues.

President  Abdelmajid  Tebboune:

Portrayed as the visionary architect of the

"New Algeria," with media highlighting his

recent  media  interview as  a  defining

moment of national optimism and resolve.

General Saïd Chengriha: His  leadership

of  the  ANP  is  synonymous  with

technological modernization and successful

regional  security  operations,  such  as  the

Niger rescue mission.

Lukas K. (German National): While not

an Algerian official, his formal handover to

German authorities serves as a significant

diplomatic  pawn  and  a  validation  of

Algerian military competence.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  hierarchy  prioritized  Military/

Security  Success and  Infrastructure

Progress.  The  lead story  was  the  return  of

the German hostage, followed closely by the

industrial mining railway and the Boumerdes

bus crash investigation. This order is designed

to  project  a  state  that  is  both  protective

(rescuing  civilians)  and  productive  (building

railways). Social issues, such as the extreme

heatwave,  were  relegated  to  public  service

announcements,  while  foreign  news  was

dominated  by  adversarial  narratives

regarding Morocco.

Conspicuous  Omissions: There  was  no

mention  of  the  specific  "armed  criminal

group"  in  Niger  by  name,  likely  to  avoid

providing  them  platform  or  acknowledging

specific  jihadist  affiliations  (e.g.,  JNIM  or

ISGS)  that  might  complicate  regional

diplomacy.  There was also a  notable  lack of

discussion  on  the  cost  of  living  or  inflation,

replaced  instead  by  stories  of  "abundant"

tomato and grain harvests.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcast  frames  the  world  as  a

dichotomy  between  Algerian  "stability/

sovereignty" and regional "chaos/corruption."

COUNTRIES

Algeria: Portrayed  as  strong,  competent,

and principled. "Algeria does not submit to

pressures  or  threats,  nor  is  it  bought  or

sold."

Morocco: Characterized  as  a  chaotic

narcostate and an oppressor. The broadcast

highlights  the  "Makhzen"  for  its  policy  of

repression and its  role in drug trafficking

into Europe.

Germany: Framed as a grateful beneficiary

of Algerian military prowess.  The German

hostage  thanked the Algerian government

and army for saving his life.

Niger: Portrayed as a dangerous, unstable

zone  where  Algerian  forces  must

occasionally  operate  to  restore  order  or

rescue assets.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Armed  Criminal  Groups  (Niger):

Framed as inept or outmatched by the ANP,

described  as  holding  hostages  in  "very

difficult  conditions" before  the  Algerian

intervention.

Zawiya Tidjaniya: Presented as a stable,

spiritually principled ally that serves as

a  bridge  for  Algerian  influence  in  West

Africa.

UNESCO: Framed  as  a  demanding  but

respected  international  regulator,  with

Algeria  proactively  meeting  its  "buffer

zone"  requirements for  Tipasa  to

demonstrate international compliance.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The Algerian state media is actively engaged

in  narrative seeding regarding its  regional

role. By presenting the rescue of the German

national  as  a  purely  Algerian  triumph,  it

minimizes the role of Nigerien authorities or

potential  international  intelligence  sharing.

Furthermore,  the  systematic demonization

of Morocco—linking the monarchy to both 10

tons of drugs in Spain and the demolition of

mosques—serves  as  a  domestic  distraction

and a means of delegitimizing a regional rival.

The  use  of  "expert"  investigations  into  the

Boumerdes  crash  is  a  form of  anticipatory

propaganda,  intended  to  shut  down  any

narrative that blames state infrastructure for

the high death toll on Algeria’s highways.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Regional  Security  Hegemony: Algeria

will  likely  increase  its  "extra-territorial"

security operations in the Sahel, using the

rescue  of  Western  nationals  to  secure

immunity  from  international  criticism

regarding domestic human rights.

Industrial De-risking: The completion of

the  East  Mining  Line  will  lead  to  a

significant  surge  in  fertilizer  and

phosphate  exports by  2027,  potentially

making  Algeria  a  critical  partner  for

European and African agricultural sectors.

Transition  to  Digital  Control: The

successful  deployment  of  AI  in  university

enrollment  will  be  a  pilot  for  broader

digital  ID and  social  credit-style

governance  across  other  administrative

sectors.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The partial  solar

eclipse  on  August  12  will  be  used  as  a

scientific  and  nationalist  event to  engage

youth. Expect continued heatwave-driven grid

stress, potentially leading to localized power

outages despite conservation efforts.  Judicial

proceedings  for  the  Boumerdes  crash  will

likely  conclude  with  harsh,  publicized

sentences to reinforce social discipline.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

September start  of  the school  year  will  test

the  digital  registration  systems.  The

commission of the Mascara silos will begin to

impact  local  grain  prices,  likely  stabilizing

them through the winter. Diplomatic outreach

to  West  Africa  via  Tidjaniya  channels  will

likely culminate in new bilateral security or

trade agreements.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Algeria  is

positioning itself as the mining and logistics

hub of  North  Africa.  If  the  railway projects

reach full capacity, the country will effectively

decouple its economy from pure hydrocarbon

dependence.  However,  the  intensifying

heatwaves (45°C+)  suggest  that  climate

adaptation will become the primary structural

risk to these industrial ambitions.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The following risks are derived from the day's

developments and their strategic implications:

Climate-Induced Grid Collapse: Intense

heatwaves  (45°C)  are  pushing  energy

demand to limits. Triggers: Successive days

of  45°C+  temperatures  and  failure  of

energy conservation ecogestes. Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  High  (social  unrest,

industrial  stoppage).  Mitigations:  Grid

upgrades  and  decentralized  solar  cooling

initiatives.

Regional  Spillovers  from  Niger/Sahel:

While  the  ANP  is  strong,  increased

interventionism  may  lead  to  blowback.

Triggers:  Retaliatory  attacks  by  armed

groups on Algerian border towns or energy

infrastructure.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact: Extreme. Mitigations: Hardening of

southern  borders  and  increased  drone

surveillance.

Logistical  Vulnerability  of  Mining

Infrastructure: The "East Mining Line" is

a  single-point-of-failure  for  the  new

economy.  Triggers:  Sabotage  or  major

derailments on the Béchar-Tindouf-Annaba

axis. Likelihood: Low. Impact: High (billions

in  lost  revenue).  Mitigations:  Redundant

transport routes and military protection of

rail corridors.

Social Disconnect via Over-Digitization:

Rapid AI and digital shifts may marginalize

non-tech-literate  populations.  Triggers:

Failure  of  the  RAJI  platform  during  the

September  student  intake.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Moderate  (youth

protests).  Mitigations:  Maintaining  analog

backups and localized support centers.
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Escalating Hostility with Morocco: The

"narcostate"  narrative  is  reaching  a  fever

pitch.  Triggers:  A  border  skirmish  or  a

maritime incident involving drug seizures.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  High

(regional  war).  Mitigations:  International

mediation via the AU or UN.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  left  several  critical  areas

unaddressed, creating a deficit in the overall

risk picture:

The  Cost  of  Hostage  Recovery: There

was no mention of whether a ransom was

paid or what concessions were made to the

Nigerien  armed  group,  leaving  the  true

cost of security unknown.

Urban Infrastructure Resilience: While

the state focused on a drug-addicted driver

for  the  Boumerdes  crash,  it  failed  to

address the condition of the bus fleet

nationwide or the adequacy of emergency

response times in rural areas.

Youth  Unemployment  Subtext: The

heavy promotion of military and vocational

training  suggests  an  underlying  youth

unemployment  crisis that  the  "New

Algeria"  project  has  yet  to  solve  through

private-sector growth.

Inflationary Pressures: Despite the focus

on  "record  harvests,"  the  broadcasts

ignored the actual market price of basic

goods,  which  remains  a  primary  concern

for the average citizen.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Security  Performance"  Hypothesis:

The rescue of the German national may not be

a  sign  of  strength  but  a  carefully  staged

diplomatic  theater coordinated  with

Nigerien  actors  to  bolster  Algeria’s  image

before an upcoming international  summit.  If

the ANP’s reach is actually more limited than

portrayed,  the  country  remains  highly

vulnerable  to  the  escalating  chaos  in  the

Sahel.

The "Industrial Mirage": The massive focus

on  wagons  and  silos  could  be  a  desperate

attempt  to  offset  a  looming  decline in

traditional  oil  and  gas  revenues.  If  global

phosphate  prices  drop  or  technical  failures

plague the new "East Mining Line," the state

will have over-leveraged its remaining capital

on an unviable industrial pivot.

Black Swan Event: A catastrophic failure of

the  cooling  systems  at  a  major  southern

power plant during a 50°C heat spike could

trigger a mass migration from the south to the

northern coast,  overwhelming urban centers

and shattering the narrative of "stability" in a

single week.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Prioritize  climate-resilient

infrastructure (e.g.,  underground  cables

and solar-powered silos) to ensure that the

"industrial  pivot"  survives  the  warming

climate.

Utilize  the  German national  success to

negotiate  better  terms  for  technology

transfers from the EU, particularly in green

hydrogen and desalination.

Develop  a  de-escalation  channel  with

Morocco to  prevent  the  "narcostate"

narrative  from  triggering  an  accidental

kinetic conflict.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Opportunity: Localized

maintenance  for  the  railway  and  mining

sectors  (wagons,  engines,  testing)  is  a

growth area as the state moves away from

foreign providers.

Regulatory  Risk: Ensure  strict

compliance  with  digitizing  mandates

(AI platforms/electronic enrollment) as the

government  increasingly  penalizes  firms

that rely on legacy paper systems.

Safety  Standards: In  light  of  the

Boumerdes crash, expect  aggressive new

inspections and  liability  standards  for

commercial transport and logistics firms.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  day  was  dominated  by  administrative

decrees and investigative reports rather than

parliamentary debate. The primary focus was

on  the  Executive  branch's  regulatory

control over the start of the school year and

the industrial sector.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

School  Calendar  Decree: Formally

reschedules  the  start  of  the  academic

year for  administrative  staff  (Sept  6),

teachers  (Sept  13),  and  students  (Sept

21).

National Stockage Strategy: A policy

framework to  expand cereal  storage to

ensure  safety  against  global  market

fluctuations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Boumerdes  Attorney  General

Briefing: Public  disclosure  of  the  bus

accident  investigation,  detailing  the

toxicological and forensic evidence used

to charge three suspects.

Minister  of  Higher  Education

Presentation: Launch  of  the  digital

registration  platform and  AI  guide  for

new baccalaureate holders.

ANP recruitment campaign: A public

push  for  new  sub-officer  candidates

across all military branches.

KEY STORIES

German  National  Recovery: Security

services recovered Lukas K. in Niger after

2  weeks  of  detention;  he  was  transferred

via special flight to Boufarik Air Base.

Boumerdes  Bus  Crash  Investigation:

Attorney General reveals the driver was on

drugs  and  knew  of  brake  failure;  three

people are in preventive detention for the

deaths of 28 people.

Industrial  Mining Railway: Ferrovial  to

provide 800 wagons for the Bled El Hadba-

Annaba  phosphate  line;  Hadjar  complex

provides the steel.

Mascara  Cereal  Silo: Completion  of  a

structure reaching  40 meters high with a

one  million  quintal  capacity  to  secure

national grain reserves.

Heatwave Alert: Météo Algérie  warns  of

45°C temperatures in the shade for Chlef,

Relizane, and Ain Defla.

Education  Rescheduling: The  Prime

Minister's  office  modifies  the  school  year

start dates, with pupils returning Sept 21.
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Digital  University: Launch  of  AI-driven

platforms for  university  orientation  and

registration for 2026-2027.

World Social Forum: Algerian delegation

showcases  culture  and  the  Zawiya

Tidjaniya presence in Cotonou, Benin.

Moroccan Repression Allegations: State

media  reports  on  Morocco  demolishing

mosques and Spanish police seizing 10 tons

of hashish linked to Moroccan networks.

Underwater  Archaeology: Discovery  of

23 cannons at El  Hamdania and potential

for  a  national  underwater  museum  at

Tipasa.

Women's  Football  Success: National

team qualifies for  the  2027 World Cup in

Brazil after defeating Ivory Coast.

Industrial Maintenance in M'Sila: Local

workshops  refurbish  diesel  engines for

Sonelgaz, reducing foreign dependency.

Solar  Eclipse  Event: CRAG  and  sports

authorities organize observation sites for a

90%+ partial eclipse on Wednesday, August

12.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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