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IRAN ASSERTS MARITIME
HEGEMONY IN THE STRAIT OF
HORMUZ AND CONSOLIDATES

DOMESTIC RESILIENCE 162 DAYS
INTO A TOTAL WAR WITH THE U.S.-

ISRAELI AXIS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 8, 2026, marks the 162nd day of what

Iranian  state  media  defines  as  the  Third

Imposed  War,  a  conflict  that  began  on

February  28,  2026.  The  day’s  broadcasts

center on the aftermath of a massive regional

conflagration  characterized  by  the

assassination  of  Iran’s  Supreme  Leader  and

President,  the  kinetic  destruction  of  state

infrastructure,  and  a  subsequent,  fragile

diplomatic  framework  known  as  the

Islamabad/Swiss  Memorandum  of

Understanding  (MOU).  Despite  the  MOU

signed  52  days  prior,  Iran  reports  ongoing

U.S.  violations,  specifically  regarding

maritime  protocols  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

and  the  failure  to  release  frozen  assets,

leading to renewed Iranian military "tactical

offensives."

The  strategic  focal  point  has  shifted  to  the

Strait  of  Hormuz,  where  Iran  has

successfully imposed a "New Iranian Order."

Having demonstrated the U.S. Navy's inability

to  reopen the  waterway  by  force,  Tehran  is

now  extracting  sovereign  transit  tolls—

initially  set  at  $2  million  per  vessel  but

reportedly  escalating—to  fund  its  war-

damaged economy. Domestically,  the state is

leveraging a narrative of "sacred resistance,"

using the martyrdom of the Supreme Leader

to forge a unified national identity. President

Pezeshkian  is  simultaneously  defending  the

MOU  against  domestic  hardliners  while

signaling  a  readiness  to  return  to  full-scale

hostilities if U.S. pressure continues.

Regional dynamics are fracturing U.S.-aligned

blocs.  A  new  tripartite  defense  pact

between Pakistan,  Saudi  Arabia,  and Turkey

signed in Mecca suggests a search for local

security  architectures  independent  of

Washington.  Meanwhile,  Yemen’s  Ansarallah

has expanded its naval blockade to Saudi Red

Sea ports, further complicating global energy

logistics.  Iranian  media  portrays  a  United

States  in  terminal  decline,  paralyzed  by

internal  political  strife between  the  Trump

administration  and  a  Democratic-led  Senate

calling  for  his  removal,  alongside  a  military

suffering  from  critical  munitions  shortages

and low morale.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The most significant shift in the conflict is the

transition from open kinetic warfare to a state
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of  armed maritime extortion and strategic

consolidation. Key developments include:

Hormuz  Maritime  Taxation: Iran  has

solidified its physical control of the Strait of

Hormuz, transitioning from a blockade to a

revenue-generating  mechanism.  U.S.

intelligence  officials  reportedly  admit  the

U.S. Navy lacks the capability to reopen the

strait without a catastrophic land invasion,

which the Joint Chiefs of Staff have advised

against.

Consolidation of the "Post-Martyrdom"

Government: Following  the  loss  of  the

Supreme  Leader  and  previous  President,

the Pezeshkian administration has asserted

control, declaring no rift exists between the

civilian government and the Armed Forces

(IRGC and Army).

Regional  Security  Realignment: The

signing of a  Mecca Defense Pact between

Saudi  Arabia,  Pakistan,  and  Turkey

indicates  that  traditional  U.S.  allies  are

hedging  against  American  withdrawal  or

failure in the region.

Internal U.S. Policy Crisis: Reports from

U.S. media cited by IRINN suggest the U.S.

has exhausted  80% of its missile stocks in

the conflict, leading General Dunkin to seek

a face-saving exit strategy.

Resilience  of  State  Narrative: Despite

the  bombing of  the  IRIB "Glass  Building"

and  provincial  centers  like  Kurdistan  TV,

the  state  information  apparatus  remains

operational,  focusing  on  "Information

Jihad" and "War of Narratives."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization: The

conflict  has entered a "hybrid"  phase where

kinetic  strikes  are  replaced  by  long-term

mobilization.  The  IRGC  reports  that  U.S.

attempts  at  "missile  overthrow"  (regime

change  through  air  power)  failed  because

Iranian  strategic  assets  are  buried  deep

underground or mobile.

Tech Sovereignty & AI: Iran is framing its AI

Olympiad  gold  medal as  a  victory  in  the

"technology  war,"  claiming  success  despite

severe cyberattacks and internet  disruptions

targeting its national AI infrastructure.

Energy  & Critical  Minerals: The  war  has

caused a 40% spike in European diesel prices

and  a  global  gasoil  shortage.  Iran  is

leveraging this by demanding the lifting of all

energy sanctions as a condition for easing the

Hormuz blockade.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: The broadcast

highlights  160  consecutive  nights of  public

gatherings in city squares. While presented as

support  for  the  government,  this  level  of

mobilization  suggests  a  society  on  a

permanent  war  footing  with  significant

potential for volatility if  economic conditions

worsen.

Legal  Warfare  &  Regulatory  Risk: The

Iranian  Judiciary  has  launched  a  "Legal

Battle" (Nard-e Hoquqi) campaign, collecting

5 million powers of attorney from citizens to

sue the U.S. and Israel in international courts

for war crimes, specifically the Minab school

bombing.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Failure  of  "Shock  and  Awe": A

recurring  theme  is  the  analysis  of  why  the

U.S.  air  campaign  (February  28  –  April  8)

failed.  Analysts  argue  the  U.S.  relied  on  an

outdated  strategy of  "targeted  bombing"  to

kill  leaders,  assuming  the  system  would

collapse.  Instead,  the  "Martyrdom"  of  the
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Leader  became  a  source  of  renewed  state

legitimacy,  while  the  military's  underground

"missile cities" remained intact.

Maritime  Sovereignty  as  Economic

Weaponry: The transition from the "Strait of

Hormuz is closed" to "the Strait is open only if

you pay Iran" represents a fundamental shift

in  international  law.  Tehran  is  effectively

asserting that  U.S. sanctions are illegal,  and

therefore Iranian counter-measures (tolls and

seizures) are a legitimate form of "economic

defense."

The "Mecca Pact" and the Fracturing of

Nodal  Alliances: The  alliance  of  Pakistan,

Saudi  Arabia,  and  Turkey  is  framed  as  a

"Mecca Pact"  driven by  disillusionment  with

the  U.S. as  a  security  guarantor.  Iranian

commentators view this not necessarily as a

threat to Iran, but as the end of U.S. central

role in Middle Eastern security.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite  Consensus  vs.  Factionalism:

President Pezeshkian explicitly denies reports

of  rifts  with  the  military,  stating  that  the

decision  to  sign  the  Islamabad  MOU was  a

unanimous 12-0 vote in the Supreme National

Security  Council.  However,  the  need  to

repeatedly  defend  the  MOU  suggests

significant  pressure  from  hardline  factions

who view any negotiation as "weakness."

Social Cohesion Through Grief: The state

is  heavily  utilizing  the  "Martyrdom  of  the

Leader" and the Minab school massacre (168

girls killed) to suppress domestic dissent. The

narrative  of  "Dandeh  tu  Jigar"  (biting  the

bullet) is used to explain why even those with

economic grievances are supporting the war

effort.

Economic  Stress  Markers: Despite  claims

of stability, reports on  bank liquidity controls

and  $340  million  in  emergency  aid  to  war-

damaged  industries  indicate  severe  internal

economic  strain.  The  mention  of  "digital

wallets"  for  offline  transactions  suggests  a

banking system under constant cyber-siege.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  U.S.  framed  as  a  "Failing

Superpower": IRINN portrays the U.S. as a

nation  in  chaos.  Reports  emphasize  Senator

Chuck  Schumer’s  call  for  Trump’s  removal,

the loss of 23,000 jobs in a single month due

to  the  war,  and  a  Navy  that  is  physically

exhausted after 9 months at sea without port

calls.

China’s Strategic Role: China is presented

as  a  crucial  ally  that  has  crippled  the  U.S.

drone  industry  by  restricting  exports of

critical components (permanent magnets and

lithium  batteries)  in  retaliation  for  U.S.

actions against Iran.

The  "Unity  of  Fields": Iran  continues  to

project  power  through  its  "Axis  of

Resistance."  The  broadcast  highlights  113

attacks by Iraqi resistance on U.S. bases and

the "120-day pinning" of  six  Israeli  brigades

by Hezbollah in southern Lebanon.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Iranian  economy  is  currently  a  "War

Economy"  managed  through  strict  liquidity

controls and strategic resource allocation. The

Central Bank is prioritizing the prevention of

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_033000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_030000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_233000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_223000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=IRINN_20260808_223000


budget  deficit  financing  through  currency

printing to avoid hyperinflation.

Hormuz  Revenue: Iran  is  demanding

sovereign tolls for transit. U.S. resistance to

this has led to a stalemate where the U.S.

now advocates  for  "zero  tolls"  while  Iran

demands a percentage of cargo value.

Sanctions  Impact: The  U.S.  Treasury

Secretary suggests a  deal is imminent due

to  the  "imminent  collapse"  of  the  U.S.

economy,  not  Iran's,  reversing  the

traditional sanctions narrative.

War Damages: The National Development

Fund has allocated  $340 million to repair

bombed  industrial  sites,  including  the

Assaluyeh power plant.

Liquidity  &  Inflation: Central  Bank

Governor  Hemmati  claims  tighter  balance

sheet controls have successfully limited M2

growth despite war expenditures.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The Iranian leadership structure is in a state

of post-crisis transition following the death of

the  Supreme  Leader.  The  broadcast

emphasizes the role of the "Leader Martyr" as

a  permanent  spiritual  guide  while  practical

governance is managed by a coalition.

President  Pezeshkian: Defends  his

mandate, stating he will not resign despite

rumors,  and  emphasizes  his  role  as  a

"servant" of the martyred Leader’s path.

The Joint Chiefs / IRGC: Represented by

General Ghaani's deputy (likely referring to

a successor or deputy), they are framed as

the  victors  of  the  "field"  who  dictate  the

terms of diplomacy.

U.S.  Factionalism: The  broadcast

highlights the appointment of Todd Blanche

(Trump’s  lawyer)  as  Attorney  General,

framing  it  as  a  sign  of  corruption  and

"authoritarian" decay in Washington.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The dominant stories are the

162nd  day  of  the  war,  the  Day  of  the

Journalist (17  Mordad),  and  the  Hormuz

Toll  dispute.  The "Day of  the  Journalist"  is

used as a vehicle to showcase state resilience,

with reporters broadcasting from bombed-out

studios in Kurdistan and the "Glass Building"

in Tehran.

Buried  Stories: Mentions  of  internet

outages and  "service  disruptions"  are

minimized  or  attributed  solely  to  "enemy

cyber  warfare,"  masking  potential  internal

censorship  or  technical  failures.  Domestic

protests  or  dissent  regarding  the  war’s

duration are entirely absent, replaced by the

narrative of "160 nights of unity."

Emotional Tone: The tone is  Nationalistic-

Martyrological.  It  balances  the  grief  of

losing the Leader with the "pride" of forcing a

U.S.  retreat  in  the  Persian  Gulf.  There  is  a

heavy emphasis on U.S. "humiliation."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

United  States: Portrayed  as  an

"aggressive, corrupt, and bankrupt" power.

Cites U.S.  military reports  of  23% suicide

rates among  cyber  soldiers  and  brain

injuries  to  700  troops  as  evidence  of

collapse.
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Israel: Framed as a "child-killing" regime

that has failed all its objectives and is now

desperately  trying  to  incite  civil  war  in

Lebanon via  the  "Phalangist"  forces  of

Samir Geagea.

Yemen: Depicted  as  a  highly  competent

maritime  power  that  has  successfully

blockaded  Saudi  Arabia and  neutralized

U.S. naval assets.

Saudi Arabia: Framed as a "victim" of its

own reliance on U.S. security, now forced to

sign  new pacts with  Pakistan  and Turkey

because  the  U.S.  "failed  to  protect  its

ports."

LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Characterized  as  a

"kleptocrat  and  authoritarian"  leader  who

entered  a  "horrible  war"  without  a  plan.

Quotes  U.S.  critics  calling  him  the  most

dangerous president in history.

Benjamin  Netanyahu: Framed  as  a

manipulator who forced Trump into the war

to save his own political career, ultimately

making Israel weaker.

Ali  Khamenei  (Martyred): Portrayed  as

the  "Vanquisher  of  the  West"  whose

martyrdom was his final victory, cementing

the path for the region’s liberation.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  Iranian  state  is  conducting  a

sophisticated  War  of  Narratives.  The

broadcast  uses  "Reporters  Day"  to  canonize

Martyr Nima Rajabpour and others as "media

soldiers" who fought a "Cognitive War" (Jang-e

Shenakhti).  The meta-narrative  is  that  while

the U.S. has military hardware, Iran has the

"First Narrative" (Revayat-e Avval).

Narrative  Seeding: The  state  is  seeding

the idea that the U.S. Navy is obsolete in

the  face  of  Iranian  "asymmetric

technology," citing U.S. think tank reports

(likely exaggerated or decontextualized) to

validate domestic propaganda.

Cyber  Psy-Ops: IRINN  highlights  U.S.

cyber  unit  suicides and  morale  failure  to

convince the Iranian public that the enemy

is mentally breaking.

Martyrdom as Shield: By focusing on the

Minab school bombing, the state redirects

economic  frustration  toward  an  external

"child-killing" enemy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Hormuz Stalemate: Iran  will  likely

maintain the "toll" system as a permanent

feature  of  its  maritime  policy,  effectively

ending  the  U.S.-led  "Freedom  of

Navigation" era in the Persian Gulf.

U.S.  Kinetic  Re-escalation: If  Trump

faces  impeachment  or  severe  domestic

crisis (as hinted by the Schumer calls), he

may  launch  "Non-Selective"  air  strikes

against  Iranian  civilian  infrastructure  to

force  a  conclusion,  abandoning  the

"Selective" strategy that failed in the first

40 days.

Regional  Bloc  Formation: The  Saudi-

Pakistan-Turkey  pact  may  evolve  into  a

"Muslim  NATO,"  but  its  internal

contradictions (Turkey’s NATO membership

vs. Saudi-Iran rapprochement) will make it

unstable.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a

significant increase in maritime "accidents" or

"perceived violations" in the Strait of Hormuz

as  Iran  tests  the  U.S.  Navy’s  willingness  to

enforce  the  MOU.  The  Hormuz  Toll

negotiations will reach a breaking point.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): Iran  will

attempt  to  formalize  the  Eurasian Economic

Union (EAEU) Trade Agreement to bypass the

U.S.  dollar,  using  its  control  of  Hormuz  as

leverage  to  force  regional  states  into  the

EAEU orbit.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): A  structural

transition in the Iranian state from a Supreme

Leader-centric  system  to  a  more  collegial

"War Council" governance, potentially leading

to a more militarized executive branch even

under "moderate" figures like Pezeshkian.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Total  Maritime  Shutdown: A

miscalculation  in  the  Strait  of  Hormuz

could lead to a total  cessation of oil  flow.

Triggers:  Seizure  of  a  high-value  U.S.  or

British  asset.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Global  economic  depression.  Mitigations:

Internationalization  of  the  Hormuz-Oman

negotiation track.

U.S.  Domestic  Collapse/Coup: The

polarization  mentioned  regarding  Trump

and  the  Senate could  lead  to  a

constitutional  crisis.  Triggers:  Mass

military  resignations  due  to  war  fatigue.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Unpredictable  U.S.  nuclear  posture.

Mitigations: Diplomatic exit ramps through

third parties like Oman.

Lebanese  Civil  War: Israeli-sponsored

militias  (Phalangists)  clashing  with

Hezbollah.  Triggers:  Assassination  of

Lebanese government officials. Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Collapse of  the Levant

into  sectarian  war.  Mitigations:  U.S.-Iran

agreement to neutralize Lebanese internal

dynamics.

Regional  Nuclear  Proliferation:

Pakistan’s  involvement  in  the  Mecca  Pact

could  include  a  nuclear  "umbrella"  for

Saudi  Arabia.  Triggers:  Iranian  nuclear

breakout  in  response  to  MOU  failure.

Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:  End  of  the

global  non-proliferation  regime.

Mitigations:  Immediate  return  to  the

JCPoA/Nuclear MOU.

Global  Diesel  Crisis: The  40%  spike  in

European fuel could lead to social collapse

in the EU. Triggers: Further attacks on Red

Sea  shipping.  Likelihood:  Very  High.

Impact:  Breakdown  of  EU  supply  chains.

Mitigations:  Forcing  a  U.S.  naval

withdrawal from the Red Sea to de-escalate

Yemen.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Ground  Truth  of  U.S.  Losses: Iranian

media  cites  "U.S.  sources"  for  the  80%

missile  depletion  and  700  brain  injuries.

These figures need independent verification

as they serve Iranian propaganda goals.

Status of the New Leader: The broadcast

mentions a "Martyred Leader" but is vague

about the official succession process or the

identity  of  the  current  Supreme  Leader,

referring  to  the  "unity  of  the  10  days

without a leader."
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Russian/Chinese  Combat  Role: While

China’s economic retaliation is mentioned,

the  extent  of  Russian  or  Chinese

intelligence/kinetic  support  for  Iranian

maritime  operations is  conspicuously

absent.

Domestic  Dissent: The  160  nights  of

gatherings  are  presented  as  pro-

government,  but  the  underlying  social

pressure  of  unemployment  and  inflation

mentioned by Pezeshkian suggests a more

complex reality.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Hormuz  Toll"  as  a  Desperation

Move: While  presented  as  strength,  the

taxation  of  shipping  may  be  a  desperate

attempt  to  fund  a  government  that  has

completely  exhausted  its  foreign  exchange

reserves. If the U.S. simply waits, the internal

economic  contradictions  may  collapse  the

Iranian state despite its maritime wins.

The  "Mecca  Pact"  as  a  Trap: The  Saudi-

Pakistan-Turkey  alliance  might  be  a  U.S.-

sanctioned move to create a  Sunni counter-

weight to Iran, replacing direct U.S. presence

with regional proxies. Iran’s framing of this as

a  "defeat  for  the  U.S."  could  be  a  massive

misreading of a coordinated strategic pivot.

Black Swan: The Assassination of Donald

Trump: Given the calls  for  his  removal  and

the military’s dissatisfaction, a domestic U.S.

intervention or assassination could lead to a

sudden  withdrawal  or  an  erratic,  massive

nuclear  escalation,  neither  of  which  Iran  is

fully prepared to manage.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Formalize  a  Maritime  Regulatory

Framework for  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  to

transition  from  "war  tolls"  to  a  codified,

legalistic  international  regime,  potentially

via the UN or a regional maritime body, to

avoid a renewed U.S. casus belli.

Prioritize  intra-regional  food  security

through the  EAEU to  mitigate  the  diesel/

supply chain collapse in Europe.

Strengthen  Succession Communication;

the ambiguity regarding the post-Khamenei

leadership structure is a vulnerability that

U.S. psychological operations will exploit.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Logistics: Reroute  all  non-essential

Persian Gulf transit or budget for a 20%+

increase in costs due to Iranian "tolls" and

war insurance premiums.

Tech/AI: Invest in sovereign data centers

outside the conflict zone; the high rate of

cyber-kinetic  strikes  on  Iranian  and  U.S.

tech  infrastructure  makes  the  region  a

"Dead Zone" for stable hosting.

Commodities: Hedge against a long-term

global diesel deficit. The damage to Saudi

and Iranian refineries (Assaluyeh) will take

years to repair, regardless of a ceasefire.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Iranian  Majlis  and  government  are

focused on legitimizing the war economy and

seeking  international  legal  redress.  Key

policies include the Legal Combat System for

war damages and a massive push for Banking
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Reform to  handle  liquidity  during  the

blockade.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Law  on  Agricultural  Production

Support: Aimed at increasing resilience

and food security in war conditions; sent

to  the  Guardian  Council  for  final

approval in late June.

Article 114 (7th Development Plan):

Creates  new  engineering  and

registration  brokerages  to  handle

property  and  infrastructure  claims

resulting from the war.

Check Electronic for Legal  Entities:

A  Central  Bank  mandate  to  modernize

digital  transactions to  bypass  physical

infrastructure vulnerabilities.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Pezeshkian  Press  Conference  (Aug

8): Clarified  that  the  Islamabad  MOU

was violated by the U.S. and that tolls in

the Strait of Hormuz will continue until

all sanctions are lifted.

Joint Chiefs Briefing to Trump (U.S.):

General  Dunkin reportedly warned that

air power alone cannot achieve U.S. war

goals.

KEY STORIES

The 162nd Day  of  the  Third  Imposed

War: Continuous coverage of  the conflict,

focusing  on  the  52  days  since  the

Islamabad  MOU and  the  persistence  of

Iranian resistance.

The New Order in the Strait of Hormuz:

Iran  successfully  implements  transit  tolls,

forcing  U.S.  and  international  shipping  to

pay for passage or face blockade.

Minab School Massacre Remembrance:

Renewed grief  following the  identification

of 32 more bodies via DNA testing from the

bombing  of  the  Shajareh  Tayyiba  girls'

school.

Mecca  Defense  Pact: Saudi  Arabia,

Pakistan,  and Turkey sign a  joint  security

treaty in response to U.S. military failures

in the region.

Iranian AI Victory: The national AI team

wins a  Gold Medal  in  Kazakhstan despite

massive cyberattacks and internet outages.

U.S.  Internal  Turmoil: Chuck  Schumer

calls  for  Trump’s  removal citing  23,000

jobs lost due to the failed war with Iran.

Assaluyeh Power Plant Reconstruction:

The National  Development  Fund allocates

emergency  capital to  repair  the  war-

damaged 900MW Islamabad-e Gharb plant.

Yemeni  Naval  Offensive: Ansarallah

forces launch pre-emptive strikes on Saudi

camps (Al-Ruwaik, Al-Abr) and successfully

blockade Saudi Red Sea oil exports.

Lebanese  Anti-Normalization  Protests:

Citizens  in  Beirut  protest  against  a

"Framework  Agreement" between  the

Lebanese government and Israel, fearing it

leads to normalization.

IRIB  Media  Jihad: Detailed  reports  on

Martyr Nima Rajabpour and the continued

broadcasting  from  bombed  centers  in

Kurdistan and West Azerbaijan.

Global  Diesel  Crisis: Reports  that

European diesel prices have risen 40% due

to the Gulf war and refinery damage.

U.S.  Missile  Shortage: U.S.  institute

reports  claim  significant  depletion of

Patriot and THAAD missile stocks after the

40-day air war.
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British  Museum  Fossil  Sale: UK  sells

Jurassic fossils to Abu Dhabi due to budget

cuts caused by the war’s economic impact.

Volleyball  Training  Resumes: The

national team prepares for the 2026 Asian

Championships, used as a sign of normalcy

amid war.

Snow in Ardabil: A human-interest  story

about 15-degree temperatures and snow in

Meshginshahr, contrasting with the war in

the south.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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