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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF
AFGHANISTAN IS LEVERAGING THE

FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF ITS
RETURN TO POWER TO

CONSOLIDATE IDEOLOGICAL
CONTROL THROUGH SOCIAL
DECREES AND LARGE-SCALE
ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE
PROJECTS WHILE SEEKING

REGIONAL ECONOMIC LEGITIMACY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts  from August  8  and 9,  2026,

are  heavily  dominated  by  commemorative

narratives surrounding the fifth anniversary

of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan’s (IEA)

military successes in August 2021. The state-

run  media  is  utilizing  these  milestones—

specifically  the  falls  of  Takhar,  Jawzjan,  and

Kunduz—to  reinforce  a  narrative  of  "victory

over occupation" and the establishment of  a

"strong  central  government"  following

decades  of  "island-style  power"  structures.

This  retrospective  serves  as  a  backdrop  for

the  Supreme  Leader’s  latest  ideological

directives to  higher  education  officials,

emphasizing  a  rigid  dichotomy  between

religious scholars as the "heart" of society and

government  officials  as  the  "body,"

necessitating total obedience to maintain the

system's stability guidance and instructions.

Simultaneously,  the  IEA  is  attempting  to

project  a  image  of  economic  modernization

and self-sufficiency. Significant focus is placed

on  a  3,000  megawatt  power  agreement

between the Aziz Group and China’s Shanghai

Electric,  intended to address chronic energy

shortages through coal, gas, and solar sources

over the next four years نیروگاه������ های�احداث نیروگاه ه �����. This

is coupled with aggressive regional diplomacy

targeting  a  $3  billion  trade  volume with

Uzbekistan  and  Kazakhstan,  positioning

Afghanistan as a transit hub for Central Asian

goods  headed  to  Syria,  Iraq,  and  beyond.

However, these grand projects are contrasted

by  the  implementation  of  restrictive social

laws,  including  a  new  decree  prohibiting

begging  and  strictly  regulating  the  costs  of

weddings  and  dowries,  signaling  an

intensifying effort to regulate the minutiae of

Afghan social life قانون جمع آوری�نیروگاه����������احداث نیروگاه ه.

Internationally,  the  broadcast  frames  the

outside  world  through  a  lens  of  chaos  and

hypocrisy.  Reports  on  the  Russia-Ukraine

conflict focus on US sanctions against energy

buyers,  while  regional  reports  highlight

instability in Sri Lanka and natural disasters

in  Japan.  This  creates  a  curated  contrast

where Afghanistan is portrayed as a zone of

"permanent  stability"  achieved  through

sacrifice,  even  as  the  transcripts  reveal

ongoing internal security operations, such as

the  seizure  of  large  weapon  caches in

Helmand and the graduation of thousands of

new security  personnel  to  ensure  continued

control �������������.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_100000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_210000


MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Consolidation  of  Ideological

Governance: The Supreme Leader issued

a  series  of  directives  to  the  Ministry  of

Higher  Education  and  university  heads,

defining the roles of the  Ulama (scholars)

as the spiritual guides and the government

as  the  executive  arm,  stressing  that

"obedience, agreement, and unity" are the

pillars of the system.

Strategic  Energy  Independence

Initiatives: The Aziz Group and Shanghai

Electric  signed  a  memorandum  for  the

construction of  3,000 MW power plants

utilizing coal,  gas, and solar energy to be

completed within four years.

Regional  Trade  Expansion  Targets:

Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan signaled intent

to  increase  trade  with  Afghanistan  to  $3

billion, with Kazakhstan already exporting

nearly  $500 million in  goods  during the

first seven months of the year.

Codification  of  Social  Restrictions: A

new  law  against  begging,  consisting  of

three chapters and 27 articles, was ratified

by  the  Supreme  Leader,  criminalizing

"professional  begging"  and  the  use  of

children  or  disabled  persons  for

solicitation.

Aviation  Infrastructure  Upgrades: A

300-million AFN project for a new waiting

area and international-standard facilities at

Kabul  International  Airport is  nearing

75 percent completion.

Commemoration  of  Provincial

"Victories": Extensive coverage was given

to  the  five-year  anniversary  of  the

"conquest" of Takhar and Jawzjan, framing

the  2021  events  as  a  transition  from

"oppression" to historical victory.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The IEA continues to formalize its military

through training programs, with reports of

32  military  technicians graduating  in

Balkh  and  nearly  9,000  security

personnel trained in  the  northern region

to date.

Internal  security  remains  a  priority,

evidenced  by  the  seizure  of  59  pistols,

rocket  launchers,  and  thousands  of

rounds of ammunition in Helmand over the

past five months.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The  3,000  MW  power  project  is  the

cornerstone  of  the  IEA's  energy  strategy,

aiming to reduce dependence on  imported

electricity.

TAPI pipeline progress is highlighted, with

16km  of  pipe  extensions  reportedly

completed in Afghan territory.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Economic diplomacy is focused on Central

Asia, with the "Afghan-Uzbek Trade Forum"

in  Kabul  resulting  in  22  memoranda  of

understanding valued  at  over  $200

million.

Russia  is  moving  to  reduce  "threat  risks"

from  Afghanistan  through  geographic

cooperation, while the US is criticized for

sanctions on energy partners.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

New  social  regulations  target  "bad

traditions,"  specifically  banning  high

dowries, expensive wedding gifts, and large

wedding guest lists.
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Kabul  municipality  is  conducting  daily

inspections  of  markets  and  high-rise

buildings  to  enforce  parking and traffic

standards,  indicating  a  push  for  urban

regulation.

Food & Water Security

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  reported  the

distribution  of  600  metric  tons  of

improved seeds across 12 provinces and

the  purchase  of  21,400  metric  tons  of

wheat to secure national food reserves.

Construction  of  cold  storage  facilities  in

Paktika and Faryab is underway to prevent

the decay of harvests.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Ideologicalization of State Power

A  prominent  theme  is  the  IEA's  effort  to

formalize  a  "theocratic-bureaucratic"  hybrid.

The  Supreme  Leader’s  guidance  explicitly

subordinates  secular  administration  to

religious authority, casting the Ulama as the

gatekeepers of policy and the government as

their agents. This is not merely rhetorical; it is

being codified through laws like the begging

ban and wedding regulations, which use the

power  of  the  state  to  enforce  specific

Hanbali-influenced  social  norms.  The

framing of "freedom" (Hurryat) is also being

redefined,  moving  away  from  Western

concepts of individual liberty toward "freedom

from  the  self  and  the  devil"  through

submission to God.

Pivot  to  the  East  and  Regional

Connectivity

Afghanistan is aggressively marketing itself as

the "bridge" between Central and South Asia.

By  securing  large-scale  energy  deals  with

Chinese firms and expanding trade MoUs with

Uzbekistan  and  Kazakhstan,  the  IEA  is

attempting  to  bypass  Western  sanctions  via

regional  integration.  The  emphasis  on

"technical  and  professional"  training  for

mujahideen  in  management  and

administration  suggests  an  internal

recognition  that  the  transition  from a  rebel

group  to  a  governing  body  requires  a

technocratic  veneer to  attract  and  sustain

international commercial partnerships.

Economic  Nationalism  and  Import

Substitution

State  media  is  championing  domestic

industries, such as a shoe factory in Balkh

capable of producing  12,000 pairs daily,

while  calling  for  higher  tariffs on

imported  goods  to  protect  local

manufacturers.

The  "Second  Exhibition  of  National

Products"  in  Takhar  serves  as  a  stage  to

showcase  self-sufficiency,  even  as  the

country  remains  reliant  on  humanitarian

aid, such as the 2.5 million USD recently

allocated by the Kuwait Fund.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Consolidation Through Commemoration

The emphasis on the 2021 victories serves to

paper  over  internal  fractures  by  reminding

the  rank-and-file  and  the  public  of  the

"common enemy" (US/NATO).  The broadcast

features former military commanders, like the

current Police Chief of Paktia, recounting the

fall  of  Kunduz  to  emphasize  the  efficiency

and mercy of  the  IEA during  the  takeover,

specifically mentioning the protection of bank

assets. This narrative aims to build a sense of

legitimacy and order around the new regime.
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Social Friction and Regulation

The introduction of  the law on begging and

the  decree  on  wedding  costs  suggests  an

awareness  of  economic  desperation and

social extravagance that the IEA views as both

a  moral  failing  and  a  threat  to  stability.  By

regulating these areas, the IEA is attempting

to alleviate the financial burden on young men

(facilitating  marriage)  while  removing  the

"unsightly"  presence  of  beggars  from urban

centers, which is framed as a social reform.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Sanction Evasion through Regionalism

The  IEA  portrays  the  Western-led

international  order  as  hostile  and  declining.

Coverage of US Senate plans to tax countries

buying  Russian  oil  is  used  to  highlight  the

"bullying"  nature of  Western  statecraft

international  news.  In  contrast,  the  IEA

presents  its  own  diplomacy  as  "pragmatic"

and  "mutually  beneficial,"  specifically

highlighting its role in the TAPI pipeline and

its burgeoning relationships with neighboring

states.

Humanitarian Narrative Weaponization

The  broadcast  carefully  tracks  humanitarian

aid from non-Western sources (Kuwait, Britain

via ActionAid) to demonstrate that the IEA is

not  entirely  isolated  ActionAid  project.

However,  the  framing  suggests  these  are

"rights"  of  the  Afghan  people  rather  than

charitable  acts,  often  linking  aid  to  the

"crimes" of the previous occupation.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Afghan  economy  is  depicted  as

transitioning  toward  a  production-based

model,  though  significant  structural  hurdles

remain. The government is focusing on large-

scale  infrastructure  and  regional  transit  to

generate  revenue,  while  simultaneously

attempting  to  micro-manage  domestic

markets and agricultural output.

Key Economic Vectors

Energy  Investment: Aziz  Group  and

Shanghai  Electric  3,000  MW  deal;

estimated 4-year completion timeline.

Regional  Trade: Uzbekistan-Kazakhstan-

Afghanistan  trade  target  of  $3  billion; 

$200  million in  new  MoUs  signed  with

Uzbekistan.

Agro-Economics: IEA  purchased  21,400

MT  of  wheat from  farmers  in  five

provinces; distributed 600 MT of seeds to

12 provinces.

Humanitarian Inflows: $2.5 million from

Kuwait  Fund  for  humanitarian  aid;  8

million  GBP from  UK  via  ActionAid  for

climate/livelihood projects.

Infrastructure Spend: 300 million AFN

for Kabul Airport waiting areas and parking

facilities.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  transcripts  indicate  a  focus  on

administrative  professionalization  and

ideological  alignment  rather  than  sudden

purges, though the dominance of the Supreme

Leader’s directives remains absolute.

Qari  Muhammad Ismail  Rasik: Serving

as the Governor of Jawzjan, his continuity

from the pre-victory period to the present is

highlighted  as  a  symbol  of  stability  and

loyalty.
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Qari  Aminullah  Tayeb: The  current

Police Chief of Paktia and a key figure in

the  2021  conquests,  used  as  a  primary

spokesperson to reinforce the narrative of a

disciplined military takeover.

Sheikh  Madar  Ali  Karimi  Bamiyani:

Appointed  to  lead  the  Committee  for

Parking  Evaluation in  Kabul,

representing the IEA's attempt to use high-

level  religious/political  figures  to  solve

urban municipal issues.

Ministry  of  Higher  Education

Leadership: The  Supreme  Leader's

meeting  with  the  entire  top  brass  of  the

ministry signals a potential strategic shift

toward even tighter ideological control over

academic curricula.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  hierarchy  is  strictly

nationalistic  and  celebratory.  The  "Lead

Stories"  are  invariably  the  five-year

anniversary  of  provincial  victories,  the

Supreme  Leader’s  religious-political

directives, and major economic MoUs. These

are presented with a tone of triumphalism and

divine  favor.  "Buried  Stories"  include  the

actual  suffering  of  the  populace  (only

indirectly addressed via the begging law and

mentions  of  flooding  in  Nuristan).

Conspicuous  Omissions include  any

mention  of  the  ongoing  ban  on  girls'

secondary education, the lack of international

recognition, or the specific details of internal

dissent.  The  emotional  tone  is  one  of

"reassurance  through  strength,"  where  the

IEA  is  the  only  entity  standing  between

Afghanistan and the "chaos" seen in the  rest

of the world.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is  framed as a  competitive arena

where Afghanistan,  under  the  IEA,  is  finally

asserting  its  sovereignty  against  "bullying"

powers while finding kinship with "pragmatic"

regional neighbors.

COUNTRIES

United  States: Portrayed  as  a  fading,

hypocritical  hegemon.  Framed  as  an

"occupier"  whose  legacy  is  destruction,

now  resorting  to  "illegal"  sanctions  to

control global energy.

Uzbekistan  &  Kazakhstan: Framed  as

"principled  and  pragmatic"  partners  who

recognize the reality of IEA power and seek

mutual economic benefit.

China: Implicitly  framed as a  "competent

and stable" partner through the Shanghai

Electric deal, providing technology without

ideological strings.

Russia: Framed  as  a  "strategic  actor"

seeking  to  stabilize  the  region  through

cooperation  with  the  IEA,  in  contrast  to

Western interference.

LEADERS

The  Supreme  Leader  (Amir  al-

Mu'minin): Portrayed as the "all-knowing

and  pious"  guardian  of  the  nation  whose

decrees are the ultimate source of reform.

Mirwais Aziz: Framed as a "patriotic and

visionary" businessman whose investments

are crucial for national development.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  IEA  is  actively  engaged  in  narrative

seeding regarding  the  2021  takeover.  By

repeatedly  broadcasting  interviews  with
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commanders  who  emphasize  their  "orderly"

entry into cities and the "protection of banks,"

they are attempting to overwrite international

reports  of  chaos  and  human  rights  abuses

from that period. The meta-narrative is one of

"Islamic Order vs. Western Chaos." There

is also a clear effort to manipulate the concept

of  "freedom,"  framing  it  as  a  religious

achievement rather than a political right. The

broadcast also uses "selective transparency,"

reporting on arms seizures to project strength

while omitting the  locations or origins of the

insurgents.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Ideological  Tightening: The  Supreme

Leader's focus on the Ulama's role in the

"hearts"  of  the  people  suggests  a  coming

wave of  even stricter social  morality laws

and a deeper purge of Western-influenced

curricula in higher education.

Regional Bloc Formation: Afghanistan is

likely to move closer to a formal "Central

Asian  Economic  Bloc"  that  operates

independently of Western financial systems,

led by Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan.

Energy  Dependency  Shift: If  the

Shanghai  Electric  deal  proceeds,

Afghanistan  will  shift  from  being  an

electricity importer to a domestic producer,

significantly  increasing  its  sovereign

autonomy.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect high-profile

celebratory events across all 34 provinces as

the August 15 anniversary approaches, likely

accompanied  by  "mercy"  gestures  such  as

prisoner  releases.  Increased  enforcement  of

the begging law and wedding cost restrictions

in major cities.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Groundbreaking  ceremonies  for  the  Aziz/

Shanghai  Electric  power  plants.  Potential

friction  with  local  communities  over  coal

mining and land use for new energy projects.

Initial trade data will reveal if the $3B target

with Central Asia is feasible.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Completion of  the

3,000 MW power project could transform the

Afghan  economy  and  consolidate  IEA  rule.

However, the heavy reliance on Chinese tech

and  regional  transit  makes  the  regime

vulnerable to shifting regional alliances.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current trajectory suggests a regime that

is stable in the short term but building long-

term  risks  through  ideological  rigidity  and

economic concentration.

Social Backlash to Moral Policing: The

intensifying  regulation  of  weddings  and

begging  may  alienate  urban  populations.

Triggers: Violent enforcement of wedding

guest  limits  or  mass  arrests  of  beggars

without  adequate  social  support.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High

(domestic  unrest).  Mitigations: Coupling

enforcement with charitable distribution.

Energy  Project  Failure: The  3,000  MW

project is ambitious; failure to deliver could

damage  the  regime's  technocratic

credibility.  Triggers: Financing  delays  or

security  threats  to  Chinese  engineers.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High.

Mitigations: Diversifying energy partners.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_060000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_010000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260808_073000


Regional  Transit  Disruption: The  $3B

trade target depends on regional stability.

Triggers: Border  skirmishes  or  renewed

activity  by  regional  militant  groups.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Critical

(economic  collapse).  Mitigations:

Enhanced trilateral security agreements.

Climate-Induced  Humanitarian  Crisis:

The mention of flooding in Nuristan and the

ActionAid  project  highlights  ongoing

vulnerability. Triggers: A major drought or

flood  cycle.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Severe.  Mitigations: Rapid completion of

cold storage and irrigation networks.

Internal  Security  Leakage: The  seizure

of  weapons  in  Helmand  suggests  active,

well-armed domestic opposition.  Triggers:

High-profile  assassinations  or  IED attacks

in  Kabul.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

High.  Mitigations: Continued  counter-

terrorism operations.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Educational  Exclusion  Context: The

transcripts  discuss  higher  education

extensively  without  mentioning  the  total

exclusion  of  women  from  universities,  a

critical factor for long-term development.

Financial  Viability  of  Energy  Deals:

While  MoUs  were  signed,  the  source  of

funding  for  the  multi-billion  dollar  Aziz/

Shanghai Electric projects is not detailed.

Origin of Weapon Caches: The Helmand

arms seizure is  reported as a victory,  but

the  source  and  intended  target  of  the

weapons are completely omitted.

Public  Opinion  Reality  Check: The

broadcast  claims  total  public  support  for

the  begging  and  wedding  laws,  but

provides no neutral data to support this.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Fragility  of  the  "Orderly"  Takeover

Narrative

The  IEA’s  heavy  focus  on  the  "peaceful"

nature  of  the  2021  takeover  may  be  a

defensive  reaction  to  credible  internal  or

external threats of legal prosecution for war

crimes. By constantly reinforcing the "mercy"

shown to former soldiers, they are attempting

to insulate themselves from future claims of

human rights violations.

Black  Swan  Event:  The  "Shah-Aziz"

Schism

If  the  large-scale  energy  projects  fail  to

materialize or if the Aziz Group becomes too

powerful, a schism could emerge between the

IEA’s  ideological  wing  in  Kandahar  and  the

technocratic/commercial  wing  in  Kabul.  A

"Black  Swan"  event  would  be  the

nationalization  of  the  Aziz  Group's  assets,

leading to a flight of domestic capital and the

collapse of regional energy deals.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Monitor the progress of the Aziz/Shanghai

Electric  deal  as  a  bellwether  for  Chinese

risk tolerance in Afghanistan.

Engage with Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan on

standards for regional transit to ensure

IEA-controlled  corridors  do  not  become

conduits for illicit goods.

Evaluate the begging and wedding decrees

as  precursors  to  more  extensive social

control laws.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Explore  opportunities  in  agricultural

storage  and  logistics,  as  the  IEA  is

prioritizing food security  and post-harvest

preservation.

Supply  chain  risk: Be  aware  that

domestic "import substitution" policies may

lead to sudden tariff hikes on non-Afghan

manufactured goods.

Regulatory Compliance: New social laws

(begging, weddings) indicate a highly fluid

regulatory environment where  traditional

social norms are being codified into hard

law.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The reporting period saw the announcement

of  significant  social  and  urban  regulatory

measures  approved  by  the  highest  levels  of

the IEA leadership.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Law  for  the  Collection  of  Beggars: 3

chapters,  27 articles.  Defines professional

begging as a crime and prohibits the use of

children/disabled persons. Strategic intent:

Urban order and social reform.

Decree  on  Wedding  and  Family

Traditions: Imposes  limits  on  dowries

(mahr),  bans  expensive  gift  exchanges

("grand  handkerchiefs"),  and  restricts

guest  counts.  Strategic  intent:  Economic

relief for young men and moral purification.

Urban  Parking  Standards  Decree:

Mandates  that  all  high-rise  buildings  and

markets  in  Kabul  must  meet  specific

parking criteria or face legal action.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Ministry of Higher Education Seminar

(Kandahar): Supreme  Leader  met  with

university  heads  to  define  the  Ulama’s

supremacy in  governance  education

directive.

Afghan-Uzbek  Trade  Forum: High-level

meeting resulting in 22 MoUs for trade and

logistics cooperation.

KEY STORIES

Supreme Leader's Education Directive:

A  major  meeting  in  Kandahar  where  the

Amir  al-Mu'minin  instructed  university

heads on the necessity of religious reform

and total obedience to the Islamic system.

3,000 MW Power Project: Aziz Group and

Shanghai  Electric  signed  a  four-year

agreement  for  coal,  gas,  and solar  power

plants.

Five-Year  Victory  Anniversary:

Commemorations  of  the  fall  of  Takhar,

Jawzjan,  and  Kunduz  in  August  2021,

featuring interviews with key commanders.

Begging Ban Ratified: A  new 27-article

law criminalizing professional begging and

regulating charitable diagnostics.

Kazakh-Uzbek  Trade  Push:

Announcements  of  trade  targets  reaching

$3  billion  and  reports  of  Kazakhstan

exporting  $500M  to  Afghanistan  in  early

2026.

Helmand  Arms  Seizure: 59  pistols  and

thousands  of  rounds  of  heavy/light

ammunition seized over five months.

Kabul  Airport  Expansion: 300  million

AFN project to build international-standard

passenger areas and parking facilities.

Improved Seed Distribution: 600 metric

tons of wheat seeds distributed to farmers

in 12 provinces.
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Flooding in Nuristan: Aid distributed to

500  families  after  floods  destroyed  200

homes.

TAPI  Pipeline  Update: Report  on  the

extension  of  16km  of  pipe  within  Afghan

territory.

Balkh  Military  Graduation: 32

technicians  graduated,  part  of  a  program

that has trained 9,000 personnel.

Russian Regional  Policy: Deputy  PM of

Russia discussed reducing Afghan risks via

geographic cooperation.

Ukraine  War  Sanctions: US  Senate

proposal  to  tax  countries  buying  Russian

energy.

Sri  Lanka  Prison  Riot: 3  killed  and  23

injured during a clash in Colombo.

Typhoon  in  Japan: Hundreds  of  homes

lost  power  and  several  injured  in  recent

storms.

Tribal Feud Resolution: A long-standing

conflict  in  Paktia  resolved  through

mediation,  converting  "years  of  enmity"

into friendship.

ActionAid  Climate  Funding: 8  million

GBP  allocated  for  climate  and  livelihood

projects in multiple provinces.

Balkh Shoe Factory: Production capacity

of 12,000 pairs per day reported, providing

jobs for 200 workers.

Historical  Artifact  Seizure: 6  items  of

historical  significance  discovered  and

seized in Paktika.

Drug  Trafficking  Arrest  in  Nimruz: A

suspect  caught  with  356  packets  of

methedrine on the main highway.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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