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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

CHINA'S PROJECTED RESILIENCE:

Domestic Stability Amidst Global Chaos & Geopolitical Hardening

DOMESTIC RESILIENCE
& GOVERNANCE:
The Technocratic State

DISASTER & RESOURCE
SECURITY:
Mastering Nature

- Typhoon Baihai Tun:

Double Landfall,
Level IV Response,
30k+ Personnel
Deployed.
"Marathon” Storm

State
Efficacy
Narrative

South-to-North Water
Diversion:
90 Billion m3 Milestone,
177m People Benefited
Critical Stabilizer

DIGITAL ORDER &
SOCIAL CONTROL:
The Algorithmic State

Moped "Street
Racing"
D Crackdown:
103 Arrests,
42 Streaming
2 Rooms Closed.
Focus on
Youth & Safety

“Red Envelope” Laundering:
Digital Finance Crimes Tracked.
“Digital Anonymity is Dead".

Al & "Industry Brains”

for Governance

(August 10, 2026)

GEOPOLITICAL TENSIONS
& BLOC POLITICS:
A World in Flux

MIDDLE EAST STALEMATE:
Iranian Hardening &
Hormuz Tension

Hormuz

Hormuz Strait:
Focal Point of “Economic
Warfare” & US “Blockade”

Iranian Military Reshuffle:
Hardline Faction Consolidated
(Abulghasem, Vahidi, Asmae)

for “National Unity”

No Talks Until Sanctions Lifted

GLOBAL FRAGMENTATION:
Regional Opposition
& Climate Contrast

Japan's “Remilitarization” Protests:
Framing as Regional Threat

Western Climate Chaos: Wildfires
(Canada), Heatwaves (Europe).
Portrayed as “Uncontrolled”.

China as “Stabilizer":
Shenzhen APEC 2026
Preparations, Tech Hub

ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT,
TRENDS & FUTURE
OUTLOOK

ECONOMIC OPTIMIZATION
& DIGITALIZATION:
Smarter Growth

Industrial Digitalization:
Hebei “Industry Brains” for
“Shared Manufacturing”

@~ %

Coal 15th Five-Year Plan:
75% Intelligent Mining by 2030.
Energy Foundation

Energy Prices Rising:
0il ~882-87 due to Hormuz Risk

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
& RISKS:
Looking Ahead

Short Term:

“Modified Vehicle” Audits,
Utility Sweep

Long Term:
“Yudong” Water
Project, Digital
Silk Road

RISK ASSESSMENT:
High Risk of Maritime Escalation
in Hormuz. Moderate Flood
Risk to Industrial Hubs.

SUMMARY POSTURE: The narrative emphasizes China’s superior state capacity and
technological sovereignty as a bulwark against both natural disasters and a chaotic, @
divided international system, while preparing for potential external conflicts.
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CHINA PROJECTS DOMESTIC
RESILIENCE AMID SEVERE
REGIONAL WEATHER DISRUPTIONS
AND A HARDENING IRANIAN
GEOPOLITICAL STANCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 10, 2026, was dominated by the state's
response to Typhoon Baihai Tun (White
Dolphin), a "marathon-type" storm that made
double landfall in Zhejiang province. The
broadcast narrative emphasized the efficacy
of the national emergency management
apparatus, contrasting massive localized
flooding with the strategic success of critical
infrastructure, specifically the milestone of
the South-to-North Water Diversion Project
reaching a 90 billion cubic meter throughput.
This juxtaposition serves to reinforce
government legitimacy through disaster
mitigation and long-term resource security,
even as extreme weather and heatwaves
globally challenge agricultural and energy
stability in Europe and North America.

Internally, the Chinese state is intensifying its
focus on social order and technological
sovereignty. Significant airtime was dedicated
to "Shared Manufacturing" in Hebei as a

solution for SME stagnation and the
aggressive prosecution of digital financial
crimes and juvenile delinquency (specifically
moped racing). These reports suggest a push
to tighten social discipline and optimize
industrial efficiency as the "15th Five-Year
Plan" for the coal industry and new digital
economy blueprints are publicized. The state
is signaling that "digital brains" and AI will be
the primary levers for both economic growth
and social control.

Geopolitically, the broadcast highlighted a
significant hardening of the Iranian military
posture and a stalemate in US-Iran relations.
The appointment of new Revolutionary Guard
and Armed Forces leadership, coupled with
blunt refusals to negotiate with the Trump
administration until sanctions are lifted,
suggests an escalation in the Middle East's
"Information Warfare" and maritime security
environment. Simultaneously, the portrayal of
protests in Japan against the Takaichi Sanae
administration indicates a continued focus on
regional opposition to Japanese
remilitarization, framing it as a threat to
regional peace.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Crisis Management:

Baihai Tun Impact

Typhoon

* Typhoon Baihai Tun, characterized by its
"marathon" duration and 6,000-km path,
made landfall twice in Zhejiang province,
leading to rainfall exceeding 700mm in
localized areas.

e Over 74 rivers in the Taihu Basin exceeded
warning levels, prompting a Level IV

emergency response and the deployment of
over 30,000 repair personnel.
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* The central government allocated 120
million yuan in disaster relief funds to five
provinces, including Jiangsu and Anhui, to
address flooding and agricultural damage.

National Resource Security: South-
to-North Water Diversion

* The South-to-North Water Diversion Project
reached a cumulative transfer of 90 billion

cubic meters, benefiting 177 million people

across 40+ large and medium-sized cities.

* The project is framed as a critical stabilizer
for ecological restoration, particularly the
rejuvenation of the Grand Canal in Hebei.

Iranian Military and Diplomatic
Realignment

e Supreme Leader Khamenei issued a series
of major military appointments, including
new commanders for the Revolutionary
Guard and the Navy,
consolidation of the "hardline" faction.

signaling a

» Foreign Minister Araghchi explicitly denied
ongoing negotiations with the US, stating
the Hormuz Strait would remain a point of
contention until sanctions are fully lifted.

* President Trump publicly demanded
compensation for US casualties related to

Iranian-backed groups as a precondition for
future talks.

Domestic Social Control and Order

* Authorities conducted a massive crackdown
on "street racing and modified vehicles"
(moped-related), arresting 103 suspects
and shutting down 42 streaming rooms
used to organize these events.

* Legal broadcasts detailed new "Red
Envelope" money laundering schemes on

WeChat, highlighting a Level 89-person
cross-regional criminal network involving
university students.

Economic
Digitalization

Policy: Industrial

* Hebei Province announced a plan to build
30 provincial-level "Industry Brains" by
2027 to facilitate "Shared Manufacturing"
among 107 industrial clusters.

* The "15th Five-Year Plan" for the coal
industry targets 75% intelligent mining
capacity by 2030, emphasizing coal's role
as the "foundation" of the new energy
system.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
broadcast focused heavily on the Iranian
military reshuffle, framing it as a necessary
step for "national unity" against external
threats. The appointments of Ali
Abulghasem and Ahmad Vahidi to top posts
suggest a strategic pivot toward heightened
maritime readiness in the Hormuz Strait. In
East Asia, the focus remained on Japan's
"dangerous" military expansion under the
Takaichi administration, with reports of public
protests in Nagasaki and Tokyo.

Climate & Extreme Weather: A global
pattern of climate instability was presented.
While China managed Typhoon Baihai Tun,
the broadcast highlighted "uncontrolled"
wildfires in British Columbia, Canada (46 out
of control), and record heatwaves in the UK
and Western Europe that have reduced water
levels in the Rhine and Danube rivers. This
reinforces the narrative of China's superior
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state capacity in disaster mitigation compared
to Western nations.

Critical Infrastructure Security: The water
diversion milestone and the 2028 target for
the "Yudong" water project in Henan reflect a
long-term strategic priority for water security.
Additionally, the Shenzhen APEC preparations
highlighted new integrated customs and
security systems at Bao'an International
Airport, increasing throughput efficiency by
60%.

Tech Sovereignty & Al: The 2026
International Basic Science Conference in
Beijing focused on "Generative Large Model
Inference" and quantum information. Al is
being integrated into cultural spheres, with
the Hundred Flowers Awards introducing an
Al-generated image category. In the industrial
sector, the "Industry Brain" concept is the new
governance standard for optimizing supply
chains.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:
The US-Iran deadlock was presented through
a lens of "economic warfare," with Iran
seeking to bypass the dollar and the US
maintaining blockades. The
broadcast also noted the BRICS/APEC
dynamics, positioning Shenzhen as a hub for
global cooperation while highlighting Japan's
isolation due to its remilitarization policies.

maritime

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Digital Governance and
Control: There is a clear trend toward the
"digitalization of everything." From the
"Industry Brains" in Hebei managing SME
procurement to the use of Al in predicting

flood levels at Yongjiang Reservoir (reducing
calculation time from minutes to seconds), the

state is replacing traditional bureaucratic
management with algorithmic governance.
This extends to social control, where the
"Today's Law" segments illustrate the state's
capability to  track financial
transactions (WeChat red envelopes) across
vast networks, signaling that digital
anonymity is functionally dead.

minute

Nationalism and the "Science-Industrial”
Complex: The news cycle increasingly links
scientific achievement (2026 International
Basic Science Conference) and industrial
policy (Coal 15th Five-Year Plan) with national
survival and rejuvenation. The portrayal of
Shenzhen's APEC preparations is not just
about diplomacy; it is a showcase of domestic
technological prowess, such as high-speed
customs clearance and dual-language Al
volunteer services. This suggests a shift
where soft power is increasingly derived from
hard infrastructure and  technological
efficiency.

The "Siege" Mentality in Middle Eastern
Geopolitics: The Iranian reports suggest a
move toward a "long-term war" footing. The
analysis provided by the China-Arab Research
Institute indicates that the Iranian leadership
is consolidating power to withstand "economic
sanctions" that they recognize will not be
lifted in the short term. This narrative
prepares the domestic audience for a world
where maritime trade (Hormuz) is a
weaponized lever of statecraft, rather than a
neutral commercial artery.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

China: The state appears highly concerned
with the influence of '"short-form video
culture" on youth behavior. The crackdown on
"street racing" (JEff - "exploding the street")
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and moped modification is framed as a battle
for the "mental health" and safety of minors
who are lured by "traffic" and "likes" on
platforms like Douyin. The reporting suggests
a potential new regulatory wave targeting the
"modified vehicle" supply chain and the
algorithms that promote dangerous behavior.
Furthermore, the "Today's Law" focus on "Red
Envelope" money laundering indicates a
persistent vulnerability in the digital payment
ecosystem, where even university students
are being recruited as "tools" for international
fraud syndicates.

Iran: The leadership reshuffle in Iran points
to an effort to project stability amidst rumors
of the Supreme Leader's failing health. By
consolidating the Revolutionary Guard (IRGC)
leadership, the regime is signaling unity
between the "pragmatic" presidential faction
and the "hardline" military faction to prevent
fracturing during delicate
negotiations or prolonged conflict.

internal

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The broadcasts frame the international system
as increasingly and prone to
environmental and geopolitical shocks. The
"outside world" is depicted through wildfires
in Canada, heatwaves in Europe, and a
massive 7.5 magnitude earthquake in
Colombia (111 dead, state of emergency).
Against this backdrop, China is portrayed as a
"stabilizer" and a "builder." The narrative of
the South-to-North Water Diversion and the
double-landfall typhoon response serves to
project an image of a competent, technocratic
state that can master nature and ensure
resource security.

chaotic

Regarding the US, the framing is one of
"predatory diplomacy." The Trump

administration's demands for compensation
from Iran and the US maritime blockade in
the Hormuz Strait are presented as the
primary drivers of regional instability. China,
conversely, is shown as a partner in "basic
science" and a facilitator of global commerce
through events like APEC 2026. This creates a
clear dichotomy between a "constructive"
China and a "disruptive" United States.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook presented is one of
"steady optimization" rather than explosive
growth, with a heavy emphasis on industrial
efficiency and the digital economy. The July
industrial data suggests a mild recovery in
manufacturing activity, bolstered by Al-related
patent growth and the "Shared
Manufacturing” model, which aims to reduce
procurement costs for small firms by 100-200

uan per ton.

Key Economic Vectors

* Energy Prices: International crude oil
prices rose nearly 5%, with WTT at $82.13
and Brent at $87.72, driven by concerns
over r i roleum reserv
falling below 300 million barrels and
Hormuz Strait tensions.

Coal Industry Strategy: The 15th Five-
Year Plan targets 87% large-scale
modernized coal production and 75%
intelligent capacity by 2030.

* Consumer Spending: July  offline
consumption payment amounts rose 2.2%
year-on-year, with home appliances and
cooling equipment rising 8.5% due to
heatwaves.
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* Logistics: The e-commerce logistics index
reached 111.2 points, showing seasonal
adjustment but maintaining a 20% growth
rate in rural business volume.

* Trade Disputes: The Ministry of
Commerce issued a preliminary ruling on
anti-dumping measures for impor
pecans from Mexico and the United States.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The most significant leadership shifts
occurred within the security
apparatus, signaling a strategic hardening
and internal consolidation.

Iranian

* Ali Abulghasem: Appointed as Chief of
Staff of the Armed Forces. His elevation is
seen as a move to strengthen the
Revolutionary Guard's influence over the
traditional military command structure.

* Ahmad Vahidi: Appointed as Commander-
in-Chief of the Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC), reinforcing a "hardline"
ideological stance.

* Ali Asmae: Appointed as IRGC Navy
Commander, a critical role given the
ongoing tensions in the Hormuz Strait.

* Rezaei: Appointed as the Supreme
Leader's representative to the Supreme
National Security Council, likely serving as
a "balancer" between the IRGC and the
Pezeshkian administration in negotiations.

* Yang Xueqian: Highlighted as a model
"village party secretary" in Zhejiang for his
role in typhoon evacuations, reinforcing the
"youth grassroots leadership" narrative

ithin China.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy prioritized State
Efficacy and Resource Security. The lead
stories across major programs (Xinwen
Lianbo, Evening News) focused on the South-
to-North Water Diversion milestone and
Typhoon Baihai Tun response. This was
followed by a heavy dose of "model
governance" stories (rural integration,
industrial brains). The editorial tone was
reassuring and nationalistic, emphasizing
the state's paternalistic role in protecting the
public from both natural disasters and digital
fraud.

Buried Stories: While the 7.5 magnitude
earthquake in Colombia received coverage, it
was framed as a distant disaster, minimizing
potential discussion of global plate instability.
Similarly, the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian
conflict was reduced to brief, technical
reports on drone strikes and infrastructure
damage, avoiding deeper strategic analysis of
the front lines.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was a total
absence of discussion regarding the specific
long-term economic impact of the typhoon on
the semiconductor and manufacturing hubs in
Zhejiang and Shanghai. While "repairs" were
mentioned, the cost of business
interruption in these critical zones was
ignored. Additionally, there was no mention of
the specific casualties from the typhoon,
focusing instead on "successful rescues."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing establishes a multipolar
world where China is the organized center of
scientific and infrastructural progress, while
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the West is plagued by climate crises and the
US specifically by "bullying" foreign policy.

COUNTRIES

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

e Iran: Portrayed as a resilient, principled
actor under siege. Quotes highlight a
refusal to yield: "Security in the region is
indivisible... any plan must be based on

Narrative Seeding (State Efficacy): The
focus on the "marathon" nature of the
typhoon is a tactical framing. By labeling
the storm as wunusually powerful and
persistent, any damage is attributed to the

geopolitical realities" Araghchi via Al- "unprecedented" nature of the event, while
Jazeera. the lack of massive casualties is attributed
United States: Characterized as a to the

disruptive, debt-laden, and hypocritical * Psychological  Operations  (Today's

power. The US is framed as weaponizing its
navy to block "safe navigation" in the
Hormuz  Strait while facing energy
shortages at home.

* Japan: Framed as a source of regional

Law): The detailed reporting on the arrest
of money-laundering students serves as a
deterrent psy-op. It communicates to the
youth that the state's surveillance of "Red
Envelopes" and digital chats is absolute,

anxiety. The broadcast emphasized public almlnlg to induce self-censorshi n
2 . . P . #'

opposition to the Takaichi administration, complance

using quotes from protesters: "We must * Disinformation Alert (Meters): The

resolutely defend the peace constitution for

broadcast actively countered a "social

the future of Japan" Protester in Nagasaki. media trend" of using magnetic stickers to

Colombia: Portrayed as a tragic victim of sa\{e gas." Experts labeled theée God-like

natural disaster requiring state devices" as frauds that could trigger safety

intervention: "The primary task is to search sh.ut-.offs, fr.arnmg .the Scammers — as
riminal in li fi

for and rescue people trapped under the
ruins" President Petro.

LEADERS

* Xi Jinping: Portrayed as a visionary
architect of rural and urban harmony. His
past visits (e.g., to Tongshan Village in
2013) are used to validate current policies.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Industrial Consolidation: The "Industry
Brain" and "Shared Manufacturing" models
will likely lead to the forced consolidation
of smaller Chinese firms that cannot meet

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a the digital standards of the new provincial
transactional and aggressive leader, platforms.

focusing on "demanding compensation"
rather than diplomatic solutions.

* Takaichi Sanae: Implied to be an
unpopular leader pushing a "dangerous"

militaristic agenda against public will.

Maritime Tensions: The hardening of the

Iranian military command suggests a high

probability of a "calculated incident" in the

Hormuz Strait within the next six months to

test the resolve of the Trump
ministration's block
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* Climate-Driven Migration Policy: The
persistent heatwaves in Europe and the
North American wildfires, contrasted with
China's water diversion success, may lead
to new "Ecological Security" doctrines that
restrict movement in vulnerable areas
globally.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
nationwide audit of "modified vehicle"
workshops and increased regulation of
moped-related content on streaming
platforms. Domestic gas and utility companies

will likely conduct a "safety sweep" for &

metering") interferen vi

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The 15th Five-
Year Plan for coal will trigger a wave of
investment in 5G-enabled mining equipment.
Shenzhen's APEC meeting in November will
likely see the unveiling of a "Digital Silk Road"
protocol for automated customs clearance.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The completion of
the Yudong Water Project will cement Henan
as a critical food-security hub, but its reliance
on the South-to-North Diversion will make it a
single-point-of-failure vulnerability in the

event of systemic drought.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Maritime Escalation in Hormuz: Iranian
military reshuffle and US blockade;
Triggers: Seizure of a commercial tanker
or drone strike on a US vessel; Likelihood:
Moderate-High; Impact: Catastrophic (Oil
price surge to $120+); Mitigations: China-
led mediation via the Oman channel.

* Systemic Flood Risk to Industrial Hubs:
Double-landfall  typhoons hitting the
Yangtze Delta; Triggers: Failure of
"Intelligent" drainage systems in Shanghai/
Suzhou; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact:
High  (Supply chain disruption for
electronics); Mitigations: Massive
investment in high-flow mobile pumping
units.

* Digital Currency/Payment
Vulnerability: Scaling of "Red Envelope"
laundering; Triggers: Large-scale
withdrawal of funds from digital wallets
causing a localized liquidity
Likelihood: ILow; Impact: Moderate;
Mitigations: Mandatory KYC for all social
media financial gifts.

Agricultural Instability in Northern

crisis;

China: Residual typhoon rains causing "[o]
Oi#" (backswing) flooding in Henan;
Triggers: Dam breaches at the 18 large
currently  discharging  at
capacity; Likelihood: Moderate; Impact:
High (Food price inflation); Mitigations:
Emergency grain reserve deployment.

reservoirs

* Japan-China Regional Friction: Takaichi
administration's constitutional
Triggers: Formal announcement of
nuclear-sharing discussions or massive
naval drills in the East China Sea;
Likelihood: Moderate; Impact: High;
Mitigations: Promotion of Japanese

revision;

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The actual death toll and economic damage
from Typhoon Baihai Tun are missing,
replaced by narratives of successful
evacuations.
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* There is no discussion of the health
implications of the ‘"extreme heat"
mentioned in the UK and Europe, only its
impact on river navigation.

* The specific "technical details" of the Iran-
Oman negotiation for a "new navigation
channel" remain opaque, leaving the actual
safety of the Hormuz Strait unclear.

* The impact of the Colombian earthquake on
global coffee or commodity supply chains
(given Colombia's role) was entirely

ignored in favor of humanitarian imagery.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin" Industrial Brain: The push
for "Shared Manufacturing” and "Industry
Brains" in Hebei may not be a sign of
technological strength, but a desperate
measure to salvage thousands of failing SMEs
by forcing them into a state-managed
command economy to hide unemployment. If
the platforms fail to accurately "precisely
match" resources, the resulting supply chain
collapse would be systemic.

Iranian "Strategic Retreat": The military
reshuffle could be a cover for an impending
domestic crackdown on reformists. By putting
the IRGC in total control of the security
council, the regime may be preparing to
suspend presidential authority if the
economic situation deteriorates further, using
the "US blockade" as a permanent state of

emergency.

Black Swan: A simultaneous failure of the
South-to-North Water Diversion central line
due to a seismic event in the Danjiangkou
region, occurring during a major typhoon,
would leave 100 million people without
potable water while facing massive urban

flooding.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prioritize the establishment of a "Digital
Redline" for social media platforms
regarding the promotion of illegal vehicle
modifications and "dangerous lifestyles"
among minors.

* Accelerate the diversification of energy
imports to mitigate the risk of a Hormuz
Strait closure.

* Integrate Al-driven flood models into
national grid management to prevent the

Level-wide power outages seen in Zhejiang.
For Private Sector/Investors:

* Manufacturers in the Yangtze Delta should
audit their secondary and tertiary
suppliers' "Industry Brain" compliance to

ensure long-term pr remen ili

* Logistics firms should hedge against rising
fuel costs as maritime bottlenecks in the
Middle East and river droughts in Europe

constrain global tonnage.

* Financial institutions must enhance "Red
Envelope" transaction monitoring to
prevent being caught in the widening net of
anti-money laundering enforcement.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy focus remained on
economic digitalization and resource security.
The 15th Five-Year Plan for the coal industry
and the Hebei "Industrial Brain" action plan
represent the most significant regulatory
frameworks discussed. Additionally, the
Ministry of Commerce's anti-dumping actions
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* Shenzhen APEC 2026 Preparations:
Shenzhen airport implemented integrated
security, and the city recruited professional

indicate a move toward protective agricultural
trade policy.

¢ 15th Five-Year Plan for Coal Industrial

Development: Sets the roadmap for
"intelligent mining" and the integration of
coal with new energy systems by 2030.

Hebei Digital Empowerment Industrial
Cluster Plan: Mandates 107
clusters to achieve full digital service
coverage by 2027.

industrial

* Anti-Dumping

(Pecans): Imposes mandatory deposits for

importers of US and Mexican pecans due to
mestic in inj

Preliminary Ruling

Urban-Rural Integration Policy: A
central directive to break the "dual
structure" and facilitate the flow of urban
capital into rural ecotourism.

KEY STORIES

* Typhoon Baihai Tun Double Landfall:
The storm hit Yuhuan and Yueqing,
Zhejiang, with winds up to 15 levels,
causing massive power outages and
localized flooding.

South-to-North Water
Milestone: Cumulative
reached 90 billion cubic meters, supporting

1.95 billion people (likely 195 million based

on data context).

Diversion

water transfer

7.5 Magnitude Colombia Earthquake:
Struck Choco province, killing 111 people

and forcing a state of emergency.

Iranian Military Reshuffle: Supreme
Leader Khamenei appointed new chiefs for
the Armed Forces, IRGC, and Navy to

ensure domestic unity.

volunteers for the November summit.

Modified Vehicle Crackdown: 103
arrested in a crackdown on "exploding the

street" street racing, involving illegal
moped shops.

Red Envelope Money Laundering Case:
A 260,000-yuan fraud case revealed an 89-

person network using WeChat groups to

clean stolen funds.

2026 Basic
Conference: Beijing hosted over 1,000
scientists to discuss Al models and

quantum computing.

38th Hundred Flowers Awards: Da Peng
won Best Director; the ceremony included a
new Al film segment.

Hebei "Shared Manufacturing": Xingtian
District in Hebei launched a platform for
SMEs to pool raw material procurement.
Global Heatwave and Wildfires: Record
temperatures in the UK and 46 out-of-
control fires in British Columbia, Canada.
Pecan Anti-Dumping Ruling: China
imposes deposits on US/Mexican pecans
due to market distortions.

International Science

Archaeology of the Shang Dynasty:
Reports on the 3,600-year-old Zhengzhou
Shang City and its advanced drainage
systems.

Gas Meter Scam Alert: Authorities
warned against "magnetic stickers" sold on
e-commerce sites to interfere with gas
metering.

Heshun Ancient Town: A cultural deep-

dive into the "southern silk road" and cross-
border commerce.
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* Ancient Tree Preservation: A 600-year-
old Kenan tree in Pingwu, Sichuan, was

featured as a symbol of ecological health.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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