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THE TRUMP-VANCE
ADMINISTRATION LEVERAGES

EXECUTIVE POWER TO RESHAPE
PUBLIC HEALTH AND GLOBAL
TRADE AMIDST A SIX-MONTH

STALEMATE WITH IRAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  second  Trump  administration  is

aggressively consolidating executive authority

to  implement  a  "Make  America  Healthy

Again" (MAHA) agenda while simultaneously

navigating a prolonged and increasingly costly

military  conflict  with  Iran.  Today's  events

were  defined  by  a  historic  shift  in  public

health policy, with President Trump and HHS

Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr. announcing a

new  "Gold  Standard"  vaccine  schedule  that

dramatically  reduces  the  number  of

recommended  childhood  immunizations  and

mandates  the  unbundling  of  multi-valent

vaccines  like  the  MMR.  This  regulatory

offensive is coupled with a crackdown on "Big

Food"  through  new  definitions  of  ultra-

processed  products and  an  overhaul  of  the

GRAS  (Generally  Recognized  As  Safe)

framework to close corporate loopholes. The

administration  is  framing  these  moves  as  a

reclamation  of  individual  liberty  from

"corporate  capture"  and  bureaucratic

overreach.

Domestically,  the  political  landscape  is

fracturing ahead of  the 2026 midterms.  The

confirmation  of  Attorney  General  Todd

Blanche signals  a  final  alignment  of  the

Department  of  Justice  with  the  President's

retribution  agenda,  despite  narrow  Senate

approval and concerns over the defunct "Anti-

Weaponization  Fund."  Simultaneously,  the

Democratic  Party  is  grappling  with  an

ideological  civil  war;  the  primary  victory  of

Abdul  El-Sayed in  Michigan  highlights  the

surge  of  the  "insurgent  left"  or  Democratic

Socialists, which GOP leaders are leveraging

as a "common sense vs.  communism" binary

to  maintain  their  majorities.  This  partisan

friction  is  exacerbated  by  acute  economic

stressors, including gas prices inflated by the

Iran  War and  a  local-level  backlash  against

the  energy-intensive  expansion  of  AI  data

centers.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

National  Vaccine  Policy  Overhaul:

President  Trump  and  Secretary  RFK  Jr.

signed  an  Executive  Order  establishing  a

new  childhood  vaccination  schedule,

reducing universal  recommendations  from

17  to  11  diseases  and  ending

recommendations  for  Hepatitis  B  (for

infants),  COVID-19,  and  Influenza.  The

order  mandates  "unbundling"  vaccines  to

require  separate  visits,  purportedly  to

reduce "immunological stress."
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Iran  War  Stalemate: Now  entering  its

sixth  month,  the  conflict  has  claimed  18

U.S.  service  members.  The  U.S.  Navy

maintains  a  "steel  wall"  blockade  in  the

Strait  of  Hormuz,  while  Iran  demands

reparations for "50 years of  damage" and

the  release  of  frozen  assets  to  reopen

commercial shipping.

Medicaid Fraud Crackdown: Federal and

state  officials  in  Pennsylvania  announced

criminal charges against 19 defendants for

a  $4  million  home  health  care  fraud

scheme,  following  a  $90  million  case  in

Minnesota.  CMS  Administrator  Dr.  Oz

described these as "diabolical breaches of

trust" catalyzed by pandemic-era oversight

failures.

Russia Sanctions Escalation: Former PM

Boris  Johnson  lauded  the  passage  of  the

Lindsey  Graham  Bill,  which  imposes

secondary  sanctions  and  100%  tariffs  on

any nation continuing to purchase Russian

oil,  effectively  forcing  global  powers  like

China and India to choose between the U.S.

market and the Kremlin.

Democratic Primary Shift: Progressively-

aligned  Abdul  El-Sayed secured  the

Democratic  nomination for  U.S.  Senate  in

Michigan,  defeating moderate alternatives

and prompting establishment DNC leaders

to  seek  "unity"  while  the  GOP  labels  the

win a "Marxist takeover."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  administration  is  seeking  a  historic

$1.5  trillion  investment for  the  "War

Department"  to  rebuild  the  military  and

"run radicals out of the Pentagon."

Military  logistics  are  being  stressed  by

"contested  logistics"  in  the  Middle  East,

with 847 combat support missions executed

by the Joint Base Lindsey Graham (formerly

Charleston) fleet.

Global Health & Biosecurity

The  "Gold  Standard"  vaccine  schedule

relies  on  an  environmental  exposure

hypothesis for autism, targeting 1989 as a

baseline for rising incident rates (1 in 31

children nationally).

HHS  is  investigating  the  lethality  of

trivalent  vaccines (MMR),  with  the

President suggesting a 5% chance of severe

adverse reaction when doses are combined.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  Department  of  Justice  is  actively

investigating  California  Governor  Gavin

Newsom regarding  personal  tax

improprieties, a move Senator Adam Schiff

characterized  as  a  "politically  motivated

seashells case."

A  nationwide  hospice  and  home  health

moratorium is in effect through November

2026  to  purge  "bad  actors"  from  the

Medicare/Medicaid programs.

Tech Sovereignty & AI

GOP  candidates  for  Senate  in  South

Carolina  are  debating  data  center

regulation,  with  proposals  to  force  tech

firms  to  build  their  own  power  plants  to

avoid driving up consumer utility rates.

Concerns  are  rising  over  AI's  ability  to

manipulate voters via deepfakes, with some

candidates calling for a federal "kill switch"

for rogue AI models.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Decentralization of Resilience

A recurring theme across health, energy, and

governance  is  a  retreat  from  centralized,

large-scale  systems  toward  fragmented,

localized  models.  In  public  health,  the

administration  is  unbundling  medical

interventions, shifting the burden of logistical

management  to  parents  and local  clinics.  In

energy, the push for  clean distributed energy

is  being  framed  as  a  national  security

necessity; the Ukrainian model of using small

wind  and  solar  assets  to  bypass  centralized

grid targets is being held up as a blueprint for

Western  "energy  sovereignty."  This  trend  is

further evidenced by the home rule advocates

in the data center debate, who insist that local

communities  must  dictate  the  terms  of

infrastructure development rather than state

or federal mandates.

The Weaponization of Transparency

Transparency is being deployed as a tool for

both reform and political targeting. The HHS

overhaul of food safety standards (GRAS) uses

"mandatory notification" to expose industrial

additives,  yet  the  President’s  own  Daily

Schedule remains  opaque,  with  critical  war-

planning meetings often excluding key cabinet

members  like  the  Treasury  Secretary.

Similarly,  while  the  GOP  pushes  for  price

transparency in  healthcare  to  foster

competition, they are simultaneously seeking

to  use  the  "Save  Act"  to  impose  federal

mandates on local  election administration,  a

contradiction that Democratic governors like

Wes Moore describe as "political redlining."

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional  decay  and  partisan  polarization

have  reached  a  point  where  basic

governmental functions are stalled or used as

leverage. The U.S. Senate remains in a  brief-

session  deadlock throughout  the  August

recess,  leaving  critical  pieces  of  legislation

like the Save America Act in limbo.  Senator

Adam  Schiff  reports  that  partisan  hatred is

the "uber issue" of our time, with over 80% of

both  parties  viewing  the  other  as  an

existential threat. This polarization is driving

an increase in political violence; for instance,

roughly half of  college students surveyed felt

the cold-blooded murder of a healthcare CEO

was  "justified"  due  to  policy  disagreements.

institutional capacity is further hampered by

"dereliction of  duty" in Congress,  which has

failed  to  hold  a  single  public  hearing  or

oversight session regarding the ongoing war

in Iran, effectively ceding war-making powers

entirely  to  a  President  who  uses  "executive

orders" as a primary governing tool.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S.  global  posture is  shifting toward a

more  transactional  and  punitive  "America

First"  model.  The  secondary  sanctions  on

Russian  oil buyers  represent  a  high-stakes

attempt to weaponize access to the U.S. dollar

and market. However, this aggressive stance

is  meeting  resistance  from  allies;  Prime

Minister  Netanyahu's  rejection  of  the  U.S.

Gaza  plan highlights  a  rare  public  rift

between  Washington  and  Jerusalem,

potentially robbing the Trump administration

of  its  primary  "peace-making"  narrative.

Globally, the U.S. is framing its clean energy

transition  as  a  "shield" against  hostile
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regimes, yet it continues to face criticism for

unauthorized  oil  drilling in  remote  regions

like  Greenland,  undermining  its  diplomatic

credibility in the Arctic.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  national  economy  is  facing  a  "perfect

storm"  of  rising  costs  and  stagnant

opportunities for the working class. While the

administration  touts  record  increases  in

manufacturing due  to  protective  tariffs,  the

Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  reports  the

economy  is  losing  jobs overall.  Financial

markets are increasingly reactive to the war

in Iran, with oil prices oscillating around $80

a barrel despite U.S. Navy escorts of tankers.

High  interest  rates  are  making

homeownership  impossible  for  many,  as  the

average first-time buyer is now 40 years old.

Key Economic Vectors

Inflation: Iran  is  experiencing  309%

hyperinflation due  to  the  blockade,  while

U.S. consumers face 40-year highs on food

and electric bills.

Corporate  Wealth: Since  returning  to

office,  President  Trump  has  personally

made  $2 billion, primarily through private

business  dealings  and  crypto-related

enterprises.

Medicaid Spending: Home care spending

in Pennsylvania exploded from $120 million

to  $8  billion in  just  six  years,  a  rate  the

administration  attributes  to  "systemic

exploitation."

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Todd  Blanche: Confirmed  as  Attorney

General in a narrow 49-50 vote (with the

Vice President breaking the tie), placing a

Trump personal loyalist at the head of the

DOJ.

Kevin Warsh: The President's pick to lead

the  Federal  Reserve,  intended  to  align

monetary  policy  more  closely  with

executive goals.

Susie Wiles: Termed the  "Ice Maiden" of

the  White  House,  Wiles  remains  the

primary  disciplinarian  and  strategic

gatekeeper for the administration.

Natalie  Harp: Serves  as  the  "Human

Printer," functioning as a direct conduit for

external  actors  to  bypass  official  vetting

and  place  information  on  the  President's

desk.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

C-SPAN's  coverage  on  August  10,  2026,

prioritized  Public  Health  and  Domestic

Regulation as  the  lead  stories,  giving

extensive  airtime  to  the  RFK  Jr./Trump

vaccine EO. This reflects an editorial posture

that  views the  "MAHA" agenda as  the  most

transformative  domestic  initiative.  Partisan

Politics (the  2026  midterms)  and  Legal

Conflict (Blanche and PA fraud) were given

secondary prominence. The War in Iran was

presented as a persistent  background crisis,

with  the  network  focusing  more  on  the

"ceremonial"  naming  of  military  bases  than

the  strategic  details  of  the  conflict.

Conspicuous  Omissions include  a  detailed

breakdown of the U.S. casualties in the Iran

War  and  an  analysis  of  the  environmental

impact  of  the  "Amazon  Copy  30"  project,
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which  was  largely  glossed  over  as  an

administrative "mistake."

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is increasingly portrayed as a zero-

sum arena where the "Free World" (led by a

strong,  unilateral  U.S.)  must  defend  against

"Dictators"  (Putin,  Iran,  Maduro)  and  the

"Insurgent Left" within Western democracies.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Iran /  Ayatollahs: Characterized  as  "the

bully  of  the  Middle  East" and  "broke,"

currently  failing  to  pay  soldiers  despite

holding the world's energy supply hostage

at chokepoints.

Ukraine /  Zelenksyy: Framed as  "heroic

fighters" against a "cruel dictator," serving

as the model for future energy security and

resistance.

Israel  /  Netanyahu: Portrayed  as  an

"unreliable  partner" whose  "wanon

destruction"  has  damaged  U.S.  strategic

interests,  even while remaining a "critical

ally."

Denmark  /  Greenland: Cast  as  a

defensive  sovereign issuing  "strong

warnings" against illegal U.S. oil extraction

within its borders.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

AIPAC: Described as a "foreign lobby" and

"bogeyman"  by  progressives,  while

moderate  Democrats  defend  its  role  in

supporting regional security.

Big Food (Kellogg's, Nestle): Framing is

shifting  from  "trusted  experts" to

"poisoners" of cells who are being "forced

to  reformulate"  by  public  pressure  and

MAHA regulations.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

A sophisticated "inside-outside" game is being

used  to  control  the  national  narrative.  The

administration uses Natalie Harp to provide a

steady stream of "good news" to the President

while  censoring  dissent on  social  media

through  private  coercions  of  law  firms  and

tech companies.  Disinformation is  a  primary

weapon  on  both  sides;  while  Trump  claims

D.C. is one of the  "safest places in the U.S.,"

researchers  from  the  Center  for  American

Progress  argue  his  National  Guard

deployments have failed to reduce crime. The

"DOGE"  commission  (and  its  state-level

analogues  like  "Minnesota  DOGE")  is  being

used as a branding tool to seed the narrative

that  10% of the state budget is lost to fraud,

justifying wholesale cuts to the administrative

state.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Public Health Divergence: The U.S. will

likely  see  a  widening  gap  in  disease

incident  rates  between  "Blue"  states

(retaining  the  72-dose  vaccine  schedule)

and  "Red"  states  (adopting  the  11-dose

Gold  Standard).  This  will  lead  to  a  new

form  of  medical  migration and  potential

litigation  over  state  vs.  federal  health

mandates.

Energy  Grid  Crisis: As  AI  data  centers

continue to expand, the "behind the meter"

power  generation  model  will  become  the

new standard, effectively creating a private

energy grid for tech companies that leaves

residential  rate-payers  vulnerable  to

crumbling public infrastructure.
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Electoral  Realignment: The  Democratic

Party's move toward  Medicare for All and

radical  social  reform  may  alienate

moderate working-class voters, leading to a

long-term "populist" GOP dominance if the

Trump  administration  can  successfully

frame  itself  as  the  "common  sense"

alternative to "Marxist" insurgents.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):

Expect immediate legal challenges from the

American  Academy  of  Pediatrics  and

pharmaceutical  companies  against  the

vaccine EO.

Reactionary  civil  unrest  is  likely  in

Pennsylvania  and  Minnesota  as  the

Medicaid fraud arrests continue, potentially

sparking  broader  protests  against  federal

"harassment."

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

The Lindsey Graham Bill will force a major

diplomatic  pivot  by  India  and  China,

possibly resulting in a new trade bloc that

bypasses the U.S. dollar to avoid the 100%

tariffs.

The  Social  Security  "practice  vs.  game"

debate  will  move  to  the  Senate  Finance

Committee, where a bipartisan commission

will  likely  be  established  despite  AARP

opposition.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

A  permanent  structural  shift  in  U.S.

education  toward  "Parents  Rights" tax

credits will  likely result in the collapse of

several large urban public school systems.

The  "Steel  Wall"  in  the  Middle  East  will

either evolve into a permanent blockade or

a  comprehensive  new  nuclear  deal  with

Iran,  contingent  on  the  "decapitation"  of

the current regime's capabilities.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The  current  convergence  of  war-time  strain

and  radical  domestic  reform  has  created  a

high-volatility  environment  where  a  single

systemic  failure  could  lead  to  widespread

instability.

Escalation  of  the  Iran  War: The

President's  "last  chance  before

decapitation" rhetoric increases the risk of

a  regional  conflagration.  Triggers:  An

Iranian mine strike on a U.S. Navy vessel or

an  unauthorized  IDF  strike.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact:  Global  energy  price  shock

and  direct  maritime  conflict.  Mitigations:

Immediate Congressional oversight of war-

making  powers  and  re-engagement  with

Gulf intermediaries.

Collapse  of  Public  Health  Immunity:

The  rapid  reduction  of  vaccine

recommendations  may  lead  to  the

resurgence of eliminated diseases like polio

or  measles.  Triggers:  Outbreaks  in  states

with  high  medical  exemption  rates.

Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Overwhelmed

pediatric  systems  and  cross-border

quarantine measures. Mitigations: Funding

independent  longitudinal  studies  on  the  "

Gold  Standard"  schedule  before  broad

implementation.
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Institutional Retribution: The use of the

DOJ  to  investigate  political  rivals like

Newsom could normalize a cycle of "legal

warfare" that undermines the rule of  law.

Triggers:  Federal  indictments  of  multiple

state governors.  Likelihood: High. Impact:

Breakdown of federal-state cooperation and

erosion  of  judicial  independence.

Mitigations:  Senate  Judiciary  Committee

hearings  on  the  "seashells  case"

precedents.

Energy Grid  Failure  from AI  Demand:

Rapid  data  center  growth threatens  to

outpace grid capacity in states like Virginia

and  South  Carolina.  Triggers:  Extreme

weather  events  coupled  with  peak  AI

training  cycles.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Blackouts  for  residential  consumers  and

skyrocketing  utility  costs.  Mitigations:

Mandatory  "behind  the  meter"  power

generation for all hyperscale data centers.

Electoral  Integrity  Crisis: Continued

claims that the 2020 election was  "stolen"

and  that  the  2026  midterms  are  "rigged"

undermine democratic legitimacy. Triggers:

Deployment of Vortac border tactical units

to  polling  locations.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact: Voter suppression and post-election

violence.  Mitigations:  Passage of  the John

Lewis  Voting  Rights  Act  and  independent

monitoring of DOJ election involvement.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Several  critical  perspectives  were  missing

from the day's broadcasts, which are essential

for a complete assessment of national security

and public health risks.

Long-term  Impact  of  Vaccine

Unbundling: While "unbundling" is touted

as a safety measure, the broadcasts failed

to address the  logistical and cost barriers

for  working-class  families  who  cannot

afford  five  separate  doctor  visits  for  one

child's immunization cycle.

U.S.  Casualties  and  War  Cost: The

broadcasts  focused  on  base  renaming

ceremonies  while  glossing  over  the  exact

nature of  the  "invisible  injuries"  and

conditions  faced  by  the  50,000  troops

currently in the Middle East.

The  Legality  of  "Anti-Weaponization

Funds": The  Senate  confirmation  of

Blanche  occurred  without  a  clear

explanation of how private funds promised

to  remain  "dead"  would  be  legally

monitored or enforced.

Climate Data Skepticism: The "Power the

Future" presentation characterized climate

science as "paid propaganda," but failed to

explain the overwhelming global consensus

on warming trends that exist outside of U.S.

federal funding.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Red  Team  Analysis:  The  Retribution

Smokescreen

An  alternative  hypothesis  is  that  the

aggressive MAHA health and food agenda is a

strategic  distraction from  a  massive

personal wealth accumulation scheme within

the first  family.  By picking a fight with "Big

Pharma"  and  "Big  Food"—perpetual  villains

for  both  the  populist  right  and  left—the

administration creates a "crusader" narrative
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that  shields  them  from  oversight  regarding

crypto-billions  and  foreign  investments  in

family firms.  A secondary contrarian view is

that  the  Iran  blockade is  not  a  failure  of

diplomacy,  but  a  deliberate  move  to  keep

energy prices high, thereby forcing a return

to domestic fracking and coal to the benefit of

key administrative allies.

Black Swan Event: The "Vortac" Collision

A  potential  catastrophic  event  would  be  a

violent  confrontation between  federal

tactical  units  (Vortac)  and  state-level  law

enforcement  at  polling  stations during  the

2026 midterms. If a Democratic governor like

Newsom  or  Moore  orders  state  police  to

remove federal agents from DOD facilities or

stadiums  being  used  as  voting  centers,  it

could  trigger  a  constitutional  crisis and  a

breakdown of civilian-military order.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare  for  cyber-retaliation

from  Iran  targeting  municipal  water

systems and  civilian  infrastructure  as  the

"steel wall" blockade continues.

Economic: Governors  should  proactively

seek  block  grant  waivers for  Medicaid  to

insulate state budgets from the anticipated

2027 federal funding cuts.

Diplomatic: The  State  Department  must

clarify  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  "steel  wall"

rules  to  prevent  a  catastrophic

miscalculation  by  commercial  shipping

fleets from neutral nations.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The  Lindsey Graham Bill

creates  a  binary  world;  firms  with

significant Russian oil dependence in their

energy  mix  face  a  total  lockout  from the

U.S. consumer market.

Regulatory  Compliance: Food

manufacturers have roughly  18 months to

reformulate  products  before  "ultra-

processed"  labeling  and  dye  bans

significantly impact shelf-access and school

procurement contracts.

Capital  Allocation: Energy  investors

should  pivot  toward  modular  nuclear  and

coal-to-carbon technologies,  which  the

administration is positioning as the primary

fuel  for  the next  phase of  the AI  housing

boom.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Congressional activity is defined by a massive

$1.5  trillion  military  budget  request and  a

series of  partisan "Save America" initiatives,

while  Democrats  counter  with  voting  rights

amendments and "Medicare for All" proposals

at the state level.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

The  Lindsey  Graham  Bill: (Russia

Sanctions).  Passed  86-11.  Imposes  100%

tariffs on nations purchasing Russian oil.

The Save America Act: (Voter Integrity).

Passed the House 4 times. Requires  proof

of citizenship for federal elections; stalled

in the Senate.

Social  Security  Expansion  Act:

(Solvency).  Proposed  by  Senator  Sanders.

Seeks to lift the payroll tax cap on earners

over  $250,000  to  extend  solvency  for  75

years.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  T R E N D S  O N  C A P I T O L  H I L L  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_183500_Campaign_2026_Minnesota_U.S._Senate_Democratic_Primary_Debate
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_162800_Campaign_2026_Governor_Candidate_Amy_Acton_D-OH_Attends_Health_Care...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_193800_Campaign_2026_Gov._Gavin_Newsom_D-CA_Attends_Canvass_Event_for_MI_State...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_174500_Campaign_2026_Gov._Gavin_Newsom_D-CA_Campaigns_for_Michigan_State_House...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_200300_Sen._Adam_Schiff_D-CA_on_Trump_Administration__Alleged_Corruption
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_123000_Campaign_2026_South_Carolina_GOP_Special_U.S._Senate_Primary_Debate
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_105900_Washington_Journal_08102026
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_132500_The_Hearing_Room_Stakeholders_Testify_on_Social_Security_Solvency
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_150400_HHS_Secretary_Kennedy_Celebrates_Food_Policy_Initiatives
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_162800_Campaign_2026_Governor_Candidate_Amy_Acton_D-OH_Attends_Health_Care...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_162800_Campaign_2026_Governor_Candidate_Amy_Acton_D-OH_Attends_Health_Care...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_161000_Defense_Secretary_Hegseth_in_South_Carolina
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_132500_The_Hearing_Room_Stakeholders_Testify_on_Social_Security_Solvency
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_132500_The_Hearing_Room_Stakeholders_Testify_on_Social_Security_Solvency
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_123000_Campaign_2026_South_Carolina_GOP_Special_U.S._Senate_Primary_Debate
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260810_123000_Campaign_2026_South_Carolina_GOP_Special_U.S._Senate_Primary_Debate
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260810_080700_The_Hearing_Room_Stakeholders_Testify_on_Social_Security_Solvency


The  Housing  Boom  Act: (Affordability).

Proposed by Senator Schiff. Aims to  triple

tax incentives for low-income housing and

cut regulatory red tape.

SSI  Savings  Penalty  Elimination  Act:

(Disability  Reform).  Bipartisan  effort  to

modernize  asset  limits (unchanged  since

1984) for low-income seniors.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

MAHA  Vaccine  EO  Event: President

Trump and RFK Jr. announced a  paradigm

shift in  childhood  immunization,

emphasizing  parental  choice  and  "Gold

Standard" safety metrics.

PA  Medicaid  Fraud  Presser: Officials

detailed "money tree" schemes where drug

traffickers  billed  for  home  care  from

federal prison.

SC GOP Senate Debate: Five candidates

vied  to  succeed  Graham,  centering  their

platforms  on  "common  sense  vs.

communism."

UK/Ukraine  Energy  Marshall  Plan:

International  officials  in  D.C.  argued  that

clean  energy  is  a  global  shield against

autocracy.

KEY STORIES

Todd  Blanche  Confirmed  as  AG: The

Senate confirmed Blanche 49-50,  marking

the installation of Trump's personal lawyer

at the helm of the DOJ, with one Republican

senator  changing  his  vote  from  "no"  to

"yes."

RFK  Jr.'s  Childhood  Vaccine  EO: A

landmark  executive  order reduces  the

recommended  vaccine  list,  unbundles  the

MMR,  and  directs  the  DOJ  to  sue  states

that limit religious exemptions.

Netanyahu  Rejects  Phase  Two  Peace

Deal: The Israeli Prime Minister split from

President  Trump,  refusing  to  withdraw

from Gaza  until  "every  heavy  weapon"  is

destroyed,  complicating  the

administration's foreign policy record.

Pennsylvania  Medicaid  Fraud

Operation: Criminal charges filed against

19  defendants for  a  $4  million  scheme,

including an aide who billed 126 hours in a

single day and drug traffickers who billed

for care while incarcerated.

Strait of Hormuz "Steel Wall": The U.S.

Navy  continues  a  maritime  blockade of

Iran, while Tehran demands reparations for

damage  done  over  50  years  before

reopened the waterway.

The  Rise  of  Data  Center  Backlash: A

new political narrative is emerging in rural

America,  pitting  the  energy  needs  of  "AI

corporate giants" against local farmers and

residential utility rate-payers.

Lindsey  Graham Base  Renaming: Joint

Base  Charleston  was  renamed  Joint  Base

Lindsey  Graham,  as  the  administration

seeks  a  $1.5  trillion  military  budget  to

complete his legacy.

Abdul El-Sayed Michigan Primary Win:

The  progressive victory for U.S. Senate in

Michigan has become a flashpoint, with the

GOP framing it as a "Marxist takeover" of

the Democratic Party.

James  Wilson  "The  Lost  Founder":

Author Jesse Wegman released a biography

of  the  forgotten  architect  of  "We  the

People," arguing  that  Wilson's  vision  of

popular  sovereignty  is  being  realized  for

the first time by the post-1960s generation.
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Smithsonian  "American  Aspirations"

Exhibit: A new 250th anniversary  exhibit

showcases Jefferson’s desk and the Roberto

Clemente jersey, framing the national story

through  "pursuits"  of  progress,  fairness,

and hope.

Louisa  Catherine  Adams  History:

Historians discussed the legacy of the first

foreign-born First Lady and her 2000-mile

carriage ride across frozen Europe during

the Napoleonic Wars.

Reel  America:  Marine  Training  1960:

Archival  footage  of  Parris  Island  training

highlighted the "Warrior Ethos" the current

administration  seeks  to  restore  to  the

Pentagon.

Mary  Todd  Lincoln  "Inconvenient

Widow": Author Lois Romano argued for a

rehabilitation  of  Mary  Lincoln's  image,

characterizing her not  as an "invalid"  but

as a resilient "face of the war" who suffered

untreated PTSD.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Trends On Capitol Hill is a public

interest  experiment  in  applying  deep  trend

analysis  to  the  daily  business  of  the  United

States  Congress  to  explore  how  responsibly

applied  advanced  AI  can  help  journalists,

scholars  and  Congressional  staff  better

understand the overarching legislative trends,

themes and patterns of Congress.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each morning, we apply Google's Gemini 3 to

deeply  examine  yesterday's  Congressional

activity  to  tease  out  its  overarching  themes

and  trends  into  a  richly  annotated  thematic

analysis. Each high-level insight is connected

back to the original source material, allowing

journalists  and  scholars  to  understand  the

legislative  themes  and  trends  and  instantly

click out to the underlying sources for details.

This  inaugural  report  is  based  on  deep

analysis  of  CSPAN,  CSPAN2  and  CSPAN3

coverage  in  collaboration  with  the  Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive.  It  is  currently

limited to the Congressional business covered

on those three CSPAN channels and thus may

not include all major Congressional business,

may include activity from previous days that

aired  on  a  later  date,  and/or  may  include

other  major  federal,  state  and  local

governmental  business.  We  will  continue  to

refine  this  report  to  incorporate  a  growing

array  of  Congressional  information  sources.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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