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A WORLD UNDER DUAL STRESS:
MASSIVE TECTONIC SHIFTS IN

SOUTH AMERICA AND CALCULATED
STRATEGIC PLANNING IN THE EAST

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 11, 2026, was defined by a massive 7.5

magnitude earthquake in northwest Colombia,

causing  hundreds  of  casualties and  a

nationwide  state  of  disaster.  This  seismic

event,  occurring  in  a  geographically

vulnerable  region,  has  triggered  a  massive

international  rescue  effort  involving

neighboring South American nations and the

United  Nations.  The  disaster  highlighted

significant  regional  infrastructure

vulnerabilities,  specifically  in  self-built

housing and  airport  resilience,  as  multiple

cities  including  Cali  and  Pereira  entered

states  of  red  alert  and  imposed  curfews to

maintain social order amid reported looting.

In  East  Asia,  the  geopolitical  and

environmental  landscape  was  dominated  by

the remnants of Typhoon "White Dolphin" and

a pivot toward long-term domestic stability in

China. While the typhoon degraded to a low-

pressure area, it continued to trigger  severe

flooding and evacuations across Central  and

Northern  China,  particularly  in  Henan  and

Beijing.  Simultaneously,  the  Chinese

government released strategic 15th Five-Year

Plan  documents  for  the  coal  industry  and

ecological protection, signaling a methodical

pursuit  of  energy  security and

environmental  sustainability  despite  global

climate  volatility.  This  proactive  domestic

posture contrasts sharply with the economic

instability in Japan, where the yen reached a

historic  low  of  159  per  dollar,  and  the

escalating rhetoric in the Middle East.

Global  tensions remain centered on the US-

Iran standoff and the militarization of Japan.

US President Trump claimed 100% control of

the Hormuz Strait and demanded reparations

from Tehran for historical attacks, while Iran

reshuffled its top military leadership to signal

regime  stability  and  readiness  for  a

protracted  conflict.  In  Japan,  the  Takaichi

Cabinet is moving to push  defense spending

to  record  highs,  eyeing  10  trillion  yen  for

offensive  capabilities,  a  move  framed  by

regional neighbors as a dangerous revival of

militarism.  These  developments  suggest  a

world  fracturing  into  blocs  where  military

deterrence  and  economic  protectionism  are

superseding traditional diplomacy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Seismic Catastrophe in Colombia

A  7.5  magnitude  earthquake  struck  the

Choco  province,  with  a  focal  depth  of

80km, felt as far as Bogota and neighboring

Panama.

The  death  toll  has  risen  to  at  least  188

people,  with  over  1,677  injured  and

thousands of homes destroyed.
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The cities  of  Cali,  Pereira,  and Manizales

were hardest hit due to "site effects" where

soft  volcanic  ash  layers amplified  seismic

waves.

International  aid  from  Ecuador,  Mexico,

Brazil, and Chile is arriving, while the UN

expressed  profound sorrow and mobilized

support.

Typhoon White Dolphin's Persistent Rain

Hazard

The  No.  13  typhoon  degraded  but  its

massive  residual  circulation  caused  the

"Train Effect", leading to extreme rainfall in

Henan and Hubei.

Beijing  and  Tianjin  activated  Level-II  and

Level-IV  emergency  responses  as  rain

reached 175.4mm in specific districts.

The  Taihu Lake basin  recorded its  No. 1

flood  of  2026,  forcing  authorities  to

discharge water to protect regional safety.

Escalating US-Iran Brinkmanship

President  Trump  declared  a  "steel  wall"

blockade  against  Iran,  claiming  the  US

Navy  controls  the  Hormuz  Strait

completely.

Iran's Supreme Leader Mojtaba Khamenei

appointed  six  new  high-ranking  military

officials, including a new IRGC commander,

signaling internal unity.

Trump  introduced  a  new  negotiation

condition:  demanding  Iran  pay

compensation for historical casualties from

roadside bombs and the USS Cole attack.

Japanese  Economic  Crisis  and

Remilitarization

The  Yen  depreciated  to  159  against  the

USD,  erasing  half  the  gains  from  recent

joint US-Japan interventions.

The Sanae Takaichi government applied for

a record 8.9 trillion yen defense budget for

2027, likely rising to 10 trillion yen by year-

end.

The 2026 Defense White Paper emphasizes

"offensive  capabilities"  and  AI/unmanned

systems,  shifting  away  from  strictly

defensive policies.

China’s  15th  Five-Year  Plan  Strategic

Rollout

The  15th  Five-Year  Plan  for  the  Coal

Industry targets 87% of capacity from large

modern  mines and  75%  from  intelligent

mines by 2030.

The ecological protection plan mandates a

25.8% forest  coverage  rate and  74% soil

conservation by 2030.

Beijing released the "15th Five-Year Reform

and  Development  Plan"  for  the  financial

system,  emphasizing  a  stable  RMB

exchange rate.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Houthi  rebels  in  Yemen  claimed

responsibility for attacking a Saudi military

transport ship in the Bab el-Mandeb Strait,

while  the  UN warned of  a  return  to  full-

scale conflict.

Russia reported striking Ukrainian energy

infrastructure  and  drone assembly  plants,

while Ukraine targeted a Russian refinery

in Tatarstan.

The  US  military  reported  a  shortage  of

munitions  for  a  protracted  war against

Iran,  leading  to  internal  pressure  on  the

administration.
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Climate & Extreme Weather

Europe’s  river  levels  (Rhine,  Danube,

Seine)  reached  record  lows  in  July,

impacting  nuclear  power  cooling  and

agricultural irrigation.

Wildfires in Spain's Huelva province forced

the  evacuation  of  800  people,  while

Indonesian  wildfires  in  East  Java  closed

national parks.

The  global  surface  temperature  in  July

2026 was the  second warmest  on record,

driven  by  human-induced  climate  change

and El Niño.

Macroeconomics & Trade

China’s  e-commerce  logistics  index  hit

111.2  points,  showing  a  20%  growth  in

rural  and  total  business  volume  year-on-

year.

China imposed anti-dumping measures  on

imported  pecans from  Mexico  and  the

United States.

Japan’s  food  consumption  tax  will  be

lowered  to  1%  in  2027,  though  citizens

remain  skeptical  of  its  impact  on  rising

living costs.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics

The  "Pinglu  Canal"  in  China  conducted  a

full-channel  ship  trial,  marking  a  final

milestone before its full opening to connect

Southwest China to the sea.

China's  Customs  Bureau  reported  that

trade via the China-Laos Railway exceeded

20 billion yuan in the first seven months of

2026.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

Shanghai  authorities  cracked  down  on

"private  domain"  live  streams  using  AI-

generated  hosts to  scam  elderly  citizens

with fake health products.

The  Chinese  government  launched  a

campaign  against  misinformation  in  the

auto  industry,  specifically  targeting

accounts  that  intentionally  disparage

market policies or brands.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The End of Defensive Neutrality: Japan's

Hard Pivot

Japan is effectively abandoning its post-war

pacifist  constraints.  The  record  defense

budget  and the 2026 White  Paper's  focus

on  offensive  assets and  space/cyber

capabilities  indicate  a  strategic  alignment

with  US  integrated  deterrence  while

seeking autonomous strike power.

The  financing  of  this  buildup—potentially

through deficit bonds—threatens the long-

term stability of the Yen, which is already

under  severe  pressure  despite  US-Japan

joint interventions.

Systemic  Vulnerability  to  "Secondary"

Natural Hazards

The  Colombia  earthquake  response

revealed that modern disaster management

often  fails  to  account  for  geological

amplification in  river  valleys.  The  high

death toll  in  cities  relatively  far  from the

epicenter was caused by soft soil layers.
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Similarly,  Typhoon  White  Dolphin  showed

that a degraded storm can be more lethal

than its peak form due to the "Train Effect"

and collision with northern cold air masses,

a pattern that is becoming the new normal

for northern latitudes.

The Weaponization of "Historical Justice"

in Diplomacy

President Trump’s demand for reparations

for the 2000 USS Cole attack as a modern

negotiation condition against Iran marks a

shift  toward  transactional  retributive

diplomacy.  This  "legal  warfare"  tactic

complicates  any  path  to  peace  as  it

demands  impossible  financial  settlements

for past grievances.

Iran  countered  this  by  emphasizing

internal  unity through  a  high-profile

military  reshuffle,  intending to  prove that

external pressure only  consolidates regime

control under Mojtaba Khamenei.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

China:  Managed  Transition  vs.  Hidden

Social Risks

China  is  focusing  on  "proactive  social

security"—where the state identifies needy

individuals  before  they  apply—to  mitigate

risks  associated  with  an  aging  population

and diversifying employment forms.

The  ongoing  "Sweeping  the  Black"  (anti-

gang) campaign reported  8,200 arrests in

its  first  round,  targeting  modern  "soft

violence" like cyber-extortion and "routine

loans,"  indicating  persistent  underground

economic friction.

State-led  restructuring  of  bankrupted

firms,  like  the  Xingye  Group  in  Inner

Mongolia,  is  being  used  as  a  model  to

prevent  systemic  financial  risks by

separating management from ownership.

Colombia: Civil Unrest Amid Crisis

The  7.5  magnitude  earthquake  triggered

looting  and  security  incidents in  Cali,

forcing the city  to  implement a  nighttime

curfew.

President  de  la  Espriella’s  administration

faces  a  legitimacy  test  as  it  attempts  to

manage search and rescue with a  strained

medical  system and  multiple  closed

airports.

Iran: Leadership Consolidation

The  appointment  of  Ali  Abdollahi as

Armed  Forces  Chief  of  Staff  and  Ahmad

Vahidi as  IRGC  Commander  is  a  clear

move to  centralize  power  under  Supreme

Leader  Mojtaba  Khamenei,  countering

Western narratives of internal factionalism.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

China  as  the  "Advocate  for  the  Global

South"

Beijing is  framing itself  as a  responsible

global partner, announcing zero tariffs for

63  countries and  providing  the  world’s

second-largest import market.

China  successfully  rebutted  US-led

accusations  regarding  a  July  ballistic

missile test, characterizing the US position

as  a  "typical  political  manipulation"  and

double standard.
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China  is  projecting  soft  power  through

"Cultural  China"  initiatives,  using  ancient

script studies to define the "root and soul"

of its civilization for a global audience.

The US "Transactionalist" Expansion

The US State Department revealed it  has

revoked  175,000  visas for  illegal

immigrants  and  criminals  since  2025,

signaling  a  continued  hardline  stance  on

border security and domestic sovereignty.

The US posture toward Japan's Yen crisis is

being  interpreted  as  self-interested

defense;  interventions  are  seen  by

economists  not  as  helping  an  ally,  but  as

building a firewall against US interest rate

shocks.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global  economic  outlook  for  the  second

half  of  2026  is  increasingly  bearish  due  to

currency volatility in Japan and the potential

for El Niño to intensify weather-related losses.

China remains an outlier in growth, though it

is pivoting away from raw expansion toward

"intelligent"  industrial  capacity.  Key

Economic Vectors:

Currency: The  Japanese  Yen  hit  159

against the USD, a depth that threatens to

make  Japanese  exports  too  competitive,

potentially  prompting  further  US

retaliatory trade measures.

Logistics: China's  e-commerce  logistics

index  for  July  was  111.2,  with  rural  e-

commerce volume growing by over 20%.

Energy: International oil prices rose nearly

5% to  $87.72  per  barrel following supply

concerns in the Middle East.

Commodities: Pecan imports from the US

and Mexico now require  security deposits

due to Chinese anti-dumping rulings.

Natural  Disaster  Losses: Swiss  Re

estimated global natural disaster losses for

H1 2026 at $100 billion, though this is 10%

lower than the 2025 period.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Significant  leadership  maneuvers  were

observed in Iran and Japan, signaling a shift

toward  more  assertive  national  security

postures.

Mojtaba Khamenei (Iran): Appointed six

new  military  leaders,  consolidating  his

authority over the IRGC and regular armed

forces to ensure regime continuity.

Ali  Abdollahi  (Iran): Appointed  as  the

Chief  of  Staff of  the  Armed Forces,  a

central role in coordinating Iran’s military

response  to  US  pressure  in  the  Hormuz

Strait.

Ahmad  Vahidi  (Iran): Appointed

Commander  of  the  IRGC,  signaling  a

hardline  approach  given  his  background

and status within the revolutionary elite.

Sanae  Takaichi  (Japan): As  Prime

Minister,  she  is  overseeing  a  record

military expansion, aiming to push Japan

into  a  new  era  of  "offensive  defense"

capability.

Boka  (Hungary): Elected  as  the  new

President  of  Hungary,  emphasizing  the

maintenance  of  constitutional  order  and

national values within the EU.
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EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

CCTV's  editorial  hierarchy  prioritized

Disaster  Management  and  National

Planning.  The  lead  stories  consistently

focused on Typhoon White Dolphin's impact in

China  and  the  Colombia  earthquake,

emphasizing state competence in rescue and

the  human  cost  of  climate  change.  A

secondary  but  dense  layer  of  coverage  was

dedicated to the 15th Five-Year Plan, which

served  to  project  a  narrative  of  long-term

stability  and  foresight,  positioning  China  as

the  global  leader  in  "smart"  transition.

Foreign stories,  such as the US-Iran conflict

and Japan's economy, were used to frame the

West  as  a  zone  of  unpredictability,

aggression,  and  decline.  The  tone  was

highly analytical and nationalistic, focusing on

"dual-track"  progress:  heritage  (ancient

scripts)  and  future  (AI-integrated

manufacturing).  Omitted  were  any  mentions

of  domestic  Chinese  dissent  or  significant

details on the casualties in the Russia-Ukraine

conflict,  which  were  kept  to  a  dry  military-

stats format avoiding emotional resonance.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  broadcasts  frame  the  current

international  order  as  a  struggle  between

"planned  stability"  (China)  and  "reactive

chaos" (the US and its allies).

COUNTRIES

China: Portrayed as principled, competent,

and methodically transitioning into a high-

tech superpower. Quotes: "China is not just

a  world  factory,  it  has  become  a  world

market."

United States: Characterized as  weak in

resources but aggressive in rhetoric, using

sanctions  as  an  "addiction."  Quotes:

"Sanctions  have  become  a  habit,  making

the US lose its own thinking."

Japan: Framed  as  unstable  and  inept  in

managing  its  economy,  while  becoming

dangerously  aggressive  militarily.  Quotes:

Japan  is  releases  a  "dangerous  signal"  of

military expansion.

Colombia: Depicted as  a  tragic  victim of

nature  but  struggling  with  internal  order.

Quotes:  "Cali  implemented  a  curfew  to

avoid security problems."

LEADERS

President  Trump: Portrayed  as

transactional and "flailing around." Quotes:

"He's come to recognize that there's no way

he can win this war."

Mojtaba  Khamenei: Characterized  as  a

strong, unifying figure overseeing a  stable

transition.

Sanae  Takaichi: Framed  as  a  leader

pushing  Japan  toward  "実戦化"  (combat

readiness) and breaking pacifist principles.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Houthi Rebels (Yemen): Portrayed as an

effective  asymmetric  force  capable  of

disrupting  regional  powers  like  Saudi

Arabia.

Swiss  Re: Used  as  an  objective  voice  to

validate  the  escalating  cost of  global

climate disasters world-wide.• 
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The concept  of  "Site

Effects"  in  the  Colombia  quake  was

repeatedly  explained  to  emphasize  that

deaths  were  a  result  of  unpreventable

geology and  poor  housing  standards,

subtly  critiquing  South  American

development models.

Domestic  Propaganda: The  "Cultural

China" series on ancient scripts serves to

instill  national  pride  and  provide  a

"civilizational anchor" as the country enters

a potentially difficult 15th FYP period.

Censorship/Framing: The  US  military's

internal  munitions  shortage  was

highlighted through a Russian TV interview

with a US professor,  a classic example of

using Western dissent to validate Eastern

strategic narratives.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The Hormuz Stalemate: Neither the US

nor Iran can afford a full war, but the US

claim of "100% control" will  likely lead to

an accidental  naval skirmish if Iran tests

the  blockade  with  mines  or  small  craft

incidents.

Japanese  Deficit  Crisis: Japan's  attempt

to  fund  a  10  trillion  yen  defense  budget

while  Yen  is  at  159  will  likely  lead  to  a

sovereign  debt  crisis or  forced  interest

rate hikes by the BoJ in September.

Ebola Pandemic Risk: The WHO warning

that Ebola in DRC is  outpacing response

capabilities,  combined  with  no  approved

vaccines,  suggests  a  high risk of  regional

spread to  South  Africa  and  beyond  via

aviation hubs like Johannesburg.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Continued

severe flooding in North China as typhoon

remnants linger; potential for civil unrest in

Colombia  to  worsen  if  aid  delivery  is

delayed;  high-stakes  naval  maneuvers  in

the Hormuz Strait.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Formalization of the  15th Five-Year Plan

targets in China; likely Bank of Japan rate

hike as Yen continues to test new lows; US

election politics using the "Iran War" as a

wedge issue.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Complete

intelligent  transformation  of  the  Chinese

coal  sector;  Japan  becoming  a  major

"strike-capable"  regional  military  power;

deep structural changes in South American

seismic building codes.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The world faces a convergence of high-impact

risks  ranging  from  biological  threats  to

currency collapses.

Regional  Biological  Hazard: The  Ebola

outbreak in DR Congo has surpassed 4,300

cases  with  a  near  50%  mortality  rate. 

Triggers: International  air  travel  through

Johannesburg.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Severe.  Mitigations: Aggressive

temperature  screening  and  isolation  at

border crossings.

Japanese Financial  Contagion: The Yen

at  159/USD  despite  interventions.

Triggers: BoJ  hesitation  to  hike  rates  in

September.  Likelihood: Moderate-High.

Impact: Global  market  volatility.

Mitigations: Drastic fiscal tightening and

monetary policy adjustment.
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Hormuz Strait Miscalculation: US "steel

wall" blockade vs. Iran's naval sovereignty.

Triggers: Iran dropping mines or US firing

on  commercial  vessels.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Oil  price  spike  past

$100/barrel.  Mitigations: Restoration  of

6/17 ceasefire agreements.

Central  China  Agricultural  Collapse:

Typhoon  rain  hitting  corn  "silking"  and

"filling" stages. Triggers: Continued "Train

Effect"  rains  for  72+  hours.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Domestic  food  inflation.

Mitigations: Large-scale  drone  spraying

and rapid drainage.

Colombian  Social  Collapse: Looting  in

Cali  and  Pereira  post-quake.  Triggers:

Failure  of  the  18  damaged  hospitals  to

provide  care.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Humanitarian  crisis  and

migration.  Mitigations: Military-enforced

curfews and rapid utility restoration.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Chinese Debt and Local Deficits: While

bankrupted  firms  are  being  "saved,"  the

transcripts do not explain the source of the

1.8  billion  yuan in  disaster  relief  funds

and how local provinces are handling their

own mounting debt.

US Munitions Reality: The report on the

US munitions shortage relies on a  single

academic  source on  a  Russian  outlet;

actual  Pentagon  readiness  levels  remain

classified and unverified.

Ebola Vaccine Status: The claim that "no

vaccines exist" for the current Ebola strain

needs  verification;  several  vaccines  were

used in past West African outbreaks.

Iran's  Supreme  Leader  Health:

Extensive  airtime  devoted  to  Khamenei's

"good  health"  suggests  a  propaganda

effort to mask a possible succession crisis.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  Japan  Defensive  Bluff: Japan's

record budget might be a bargaining chip

to force China into a new regional security

agreement  rather  than a  sincere move to

build strike power.

China's  Energy  Pivot  as  Vulnerability:

The  15th  FYP’s  doubling  down  on  coal

(87%  modern  mines)  may  indicate  that

green  energy  transition is  stalling,

forcing a return to carbon-intensive fuels to

ensure industrial survival.

Black  Swan  Event: An  Ebola  mutation

allows for  asymptomatic spread,  turning

the DRC outbreak into a global  pandemic

that shuts down the world economy in ways

COVID-19 did not.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Increase maritime surveillance in

the Hormuz Strait  to prevent  third-party

provocations from escalating the US-Iran

stalemate.

Economic: Diversify  away  from  the

Japanese Yen for regional trade settlements

given the historic instability and failure of

interventions.

Diplomatic: Support  the  UN’s  Ebola

response in DRC to prevent the virus from

reaching high-traffic global hubs.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Move manufacturing away

from flood-prone regions in Central China

that are increasingly susceptible to  "Train

Effect" typhoon events.

Regulatory: Prepare  for  stricter  data

compliance  in  China  as  authorities  crack

down on AI-generated commercial content.

Safety: Investors  in  South  American

infrastructure  must  audit  for  soft-soil

seismic risk after the failure of Colombian

"standard" buildings.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activities on August 11 focused on

the  formal  adoption  of  the  15th  Five-Year

Plan frameworks for energy and environment

in  China,  and  controversial  tax  and  defense

legislation in Japan. The Chinese government

also passed new  national standards for high-

tech and traditional industries.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

15th  Five-Year  Coal  Industrial  Plan

(China): Mandates  87%  large  mine

capacity  and  75%  intelligent  mine

conversion.

15th  Five-Year  Ecological  Protection

Plan  (China): Sets  binding  targets  for

forest coverage and soil erosion.

Japan  2027  Defense  Budget

Application: Requests  8.9-10  trillion  yen

for offensive military assets.

Food  Consumption  Tax  Cut  (Japan):

Legislation  to  lower  tax  to  1%  by  April

2027.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Supreme  Leader  Khamenei

Appointments: Six military decrees issued

to stabilize command structures.

Shanghai  Market  Regulation  Briefing:

Disclosure  of  AI  host  scams and  live-

stream product falsification cases.

UN  Yemen  Envoy  Warning: Press

statement  regarding  the  escalation  of

Houthi naval strikes.

KEY STORIES

7.5  Magnitude  Earthquake  in

Colombia: Massive  quake  in  Choco

province. 188 dead, 1,677 injured. 1,600+

homes damaged. State of national disaster

declared  by  President  de  la  Espriella.

Curfews  in  Cali/Pereira  due  to  security

threats.

Typhoon White Dolphin (No. 13): Storm

degraded  to  a  low-pressure  area  but

causing record rain in Central/North China.

Taihu  Lake  flood  No.  1.  Evacuations  in

Henan, Hubei, and Zhejiang.

US-Iran  Naval  Standoff: Trump  claims

US Navy controls 100% of Hormuz Strait.

Iran  appoints  new  Chief  of  Staff  Ali

Abdollahi and IRGC Commander Ahmad

Vahidi.  Trump  demands  USS  Cole

reparations.

Japanese Economic Downturn: Yen hits

159  against  USD.  Takaichi  government

proposes 1% food tax cut for 2027. Defense

budget hit record 10 trillion yen.

China's  15th  Five-Year  Plan  Rollout:

Comprehensive  plans  for  coal  industry

modernization and  ecological

protection through  2030  officially

released.
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Ebola  Outbreak  in  DR  Congo: 4,381

cases  reported,  2,011  deaths.  Spread

occurring  for  months  before  detection.

WHO warns of inadequate response.

Ballistic  Missile  Controversy: China

rejects  US/G7  joint  statement  criticizing

July  missile  tests as  "double  standards"

and political manipulation.

Hormuz  New  Channel  Talks: Iran  and

Oman negotiate  a  new shipping lane in

the  strait,  a  move  seen  as  excluding  US

influence.

China's  Rural  E-commerce  Growth:

Logistics  index shows  20% surge in  rural

market business for July.

Sweeping  the  Black  Campaign: 8,200

arrests  in  the  first  round of  China's  anti-

gang crackdown.

Yangtze  River  Delta  Tech  Synergy:

Shanghai,  Jiangsu,  Zhejiang,  and  Anhui

sign  new  innovation  cooperation

agreements  focusing  on  AI  and  nuclear

fusion.

Tibet  Zala  Hydropower  Milestone:

World's  largest  500MW  impact

hydroelectric unit successfully installed.

Anti-Dumping on Pecans: China requires

deposits on US and Mexican pecan imports.

Hormuz Tanker Strike: A Panama-flagged

tanker was hit by an "unknown projectile"

in  the  southern  Red  Sea,  with  casualties

reported.

Europe  Drought  Crisis: Major  rivers

(Rhine/Danube)  at  historic  lows,

threatening  energy  and  shipping  in  July/

August.

AI  Live-stream  Scams: Shanghai  police

bust a ring using deepfake hosts to scam

elderly shoppers.

Auto  Industry  Misinformation

Crackdown: China  launches  a  campaign

against  "Black  PR"  in  the  new  energy

vehicle sector.

Hungary  Presidential  Election: Boka

elected as president, emphasizing  national

values.

USS Lincoln  Personnel  Crisis: Families

of  US  sailors  report  food  shortages  and

imminent  mental  breakdowns on  the

aircraft carrier.

Xingye  Group  Bankruptcy

Reorganization: Inner  Mongolia  court

saves  400  jobs  by  restructuring  11.7

billion  yuan in  debt  of  the  silver  mine

giant.

Bird  Strike  at  Charlotte  Airport:

American Airlines  flight  forced back after

engine fire from striking a bird flock.

15th  FYP  Financial  Reform: Central

bank  outlines  the  "Policy  Finding  People"

social  security  model  and  RMB

internationalization.

Ancient  Scripts  Exhibition: National

Museum of China showcases "Oracle Bone

Inscriptions"  to  highlight  Chinese cultural

roots.

Guangdong Knitwear Tech: Dalang Town

shifts  to  AI-driven  garment  design,

cutting cycle times to three days.

Child  Entrapment  Rescue: A  4-year-old

child  in  Zhoukou  was  saved  after  being

stuck in an air conditioner gap.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and
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scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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