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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

OPHIC 7.4 EARTHQUAKE STRIKES COLOMBIA: DE LA ESPRIELLA'S
M BY FIRE” AMIDST REGIONAL INSTABILITY & TRADE COLLAPSE
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Militarized policy to curb extortion &
trafficking from prisons.
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THE FRAGILITY OF THE
“PAZ TOTAL” LEGACY
Repudiation of conciliatory approach;

Disaster used to solidify militarized
internal security state.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS & DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

ARUBA:
Political Transition Tension

COLOMBIA: Extreme Social
Distress & Brittle Order

Curfews in Cali; Fears of
looting vs. search & rescue.

Shifting sentiment & “social
sadness”; Payroll adjustment
for school fees.

§ | NATIONAL STATE
o OF DISASTER

MANIZALES

A

CATHEDRAL

“EHAIUF THE TIGER":
117 HIGH-PROFILE
CRIMINALS TRANSFERRED

Temporary moratorium for reorganization
& backlog; Resource preservation focus.

REGIONAL SOLIDARITY VS.
RESOURCE PROTECTIONISM
Rhetoric of aid clashes with permit
suspensions & wealth taxes to
protect local infrastructure.

U.S.-Iran Shadow War: Decoy aircraft &
catering truck ruse to protect President
Trump at NATO summit.

N
THE “CHARLATAN"
INFORMATION ENVIRONMENT
Digital age enables populism & post-truth
to bypass traditional gatekeepers,
fostering emotional connections.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS & GLOBAL POSTURE

LATIN AMERICA: Defensive
Realignment & Trade Collapse : Reactive & Highly Securitized

U.S. POSTURE:

CEPAL REPORT:
intra-regional
trade plummets

Failing integration; Outside
world seen as source of
external shocks.

Asymmetric threats normalize
high-level paranoia; Visible
governance as theater.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RISK ASSESSMENT

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks):
Surge in regional migration,
domestic curfews remain.

@ SEISMIC AFTERSHOCK CHAOS (High Impact)
© CRIMINAL RETALIATION IN COLOMBIA (Moderate-High)
© U.S.-IRAN KINETIC CONFLICT (Moderate)

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months):
Regulatory tightening in Caribbean

medical tourism, Al-driven preventative care.

RISK ASSESSMENT

LONG TERM (1-5 Years):
Fragmentation of trade leads to
either China dependence or painful
value chain reconstruction.

O U.S.-IRAN KINETIC CONFLICT (Moderate)
© ARUBAN LABOR SHORTAGE (Moderate)
@ REGIONAL HEALTHCARE COLLAPSE (High Long-Term)

EMERGING GOVERNANCE TREND: Disaster-driven militarization in the South & bureaucratic tightening in the North under systemic
trade pressure. Key Stories Roundup Includes: Heart Disease Plateau, Thailand School Shooting, New York Wealth Tax Roadblock.



TODAY'S
MEDIA
TRENDS

TELEARUBA

AUGUST 11, 2026

A CATASTROPHIC 7.4 MAGNITUDE
EARTHQUAKE IN COLOMBIA
SERVES AS A BAPTISM BY FIRE FOR
THE NASCENT DE LA ESPRIELLA
ADMINISTRATION WHILE
REGIONAL INSTABILITY AND
SHIFTING TRADE PATTERNS
DOMINATE THE CARIBBEAN
DISCOURSE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The regional news cycle for August 11, 2026,
is dominated by a massive humanitarian and
geosecurity crisis following a 7.4 magnitude
earthquake that struck Colombia,
particularly affecting the Chocé and Valle del
Cauca regions. The disaster occurs just days
after the inauguration of President Abelardo
de la Espriella, who has pivoted from a
hardline security stance—typified by the mass
transfer of 117 high-profile criminals to
maximum security prisons—to leading an
emergency national disaster response. The
disaster has triggered a massive international
relief effort, with Mexico, the United States,
and Aruba pledging immediate medical and
search-and-rescue assistance as the death toll

500 individuals.

In Aruba, the government is grappling with
the domestic fallout of the Colombian crisis,
given the significant diaspora and the
presence of Aruban citizens in the affected
zones for medical tourism and vacations.
Simultaneously, the Aruban government is
tightening immigration controls through
the suspension of new work permits by the
Department of Integration, Management, and
Admission of Foreigners (Dimas), citing a
need for internal reorganization and a
massive backlog of applications. This move,
coupled with new financial aid packages for
student schooling and vulnerable families,
suggests an administration attempting to
balance social welfare with increasingly

restrictive labor market entry to manage local
resources.

Internationally, the focus remains on the U.S.-
Iran shadow war, with startling revelations
of a sophisticated "cloak and dagger"
operation involving a decoy plane and a
catering truck to protect President Donald
Trump during a recent NATO summit. This
occurs alongside a tightening of the regional
ideological landscape, as highlighted by a
CEPAL report indicating a dramatic 14%
collapse in intra-regional trade in Latin
America. The confluence of natural disaster,
aggressive security posturing in Colombia,
and shifting diplomatic norms indicates a
period of heightened volatility and the
fragmentation of traditional multilateral trade
cooperation.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The top strategic developments of the day
revolve around the intersection of natural
disasters, aggressive internal security
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reforms, and systemic shifts in regional trade
and immigration policy.

* Massive Earthquake in Colombia: A 7.4
magnitude seismic event at a depth of
88km near San José del Palmar has caused
catastrophic damage across the "Coffee
Axis" and major cities like Cali and Pereira.

o The government has declared a
National State of Disaster to mobilize
resources for relief and r

o Death tolls have climbed steadily, with
reports of at least 200 fatalities and
nearly 600 injured.

o Critical infrastructure, including the San
Rafael Hospital and the Manizales
Cathedral, suffered total or partial

collapse during the event.

* Hardline Security Pivot in Colombia:
President De la Espriella has initiated the
"Era of the Tiger," marked by the
immediate transfer of 117 gang leaders to
maximum security facilities.

o The move targets leaders from the Paz
Total negotiations of the previous
administration, ending perceived "resort-
style" prison conditions for criminal
kingpins.

o The administration is emphasizing
"mano de hierro" (iron fist) policies to
curb extortion and narcotics trafficking

originating from within prisons.

Market Restriction:
announced a temporary
moratorium on first-time work permits.
o The suspension is intended to allow for a
reorganization of the department and
processing of a high volume of existing

applications before re-opening.

o Exceptions are noted for specific
categories, but the overall tone is one of

e Aruban Labor
Dimas has

resource preservation and
bureaucratic streamlining in a period of
ncertain

* International Security Evasion: Details
emerged regarding an elaborate ruse to
protect President Trump from Iranian
assassination threats.

o The Secret Service utilized decoy
aircraft and hidden transport in
catering trucks to move the President
during the NATO summit in Turkey.

o The revelation highlights the
unprecedented threat level directed at
the U.S. executive by foreign state actors
from Iran.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
day highlights a sharp shift toward
authoritarian-leaning populism in
Colombia under De la Espriella, who uses
aggressive rhetoric ("Era of the Tiger") to
define his mandate. In contrast, Aruba’s Mike
Eman is emphasizing humanitarian
solidarity and social safety nets, balancing
the needs of a large immigrant population
with  local anxieties about resource
management and  socia infrastructure

Critical Infrastructure Security: The
Colombian earthquake exposed severe

vulnerabilities in medical infrastructure,
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with major hospitals like San Rafael in El
Aguila rendered inoperable. This has forced a
reliance on military and international
airlift capacity as regional roads remain
blocked by landslides and debris.

Macroeconomics & Trade: A landmark
CEPAL study led by Michelle Bachelet and
Ivan Duque warns that Latin American intra-
regional trade has plummeted from 21% in
2008 to 14% in 2024. This "rupture" in
regional integration leaves the continent
dangerously exposed to external shocks
from the U.S. and China, as nations fail to

build internal value supply chains.

Global Health & Biosecurity: The
Caribbean is facing a "plateau" in heart
disease mortality, now trending upward due to
obesity and diabetes epidemics. The
medical community is increasingly advocating
for the use of Artificial Intelligence to assist
specialists in low-resource environments and
for the implementation of preventative
health checks to detect silent conditions like
mitral stenosis.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: To prevent
looting and chaos in the aftermath of the
earthquake, major Colombian cities like Cali
and Pereira have implemented strict
curfews (Toque de Queda). Security forces
have been militarized to protect property as

families sleep in public parks and streets.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Fragility of the "Paz Total" Legacy The
immediate move by the De la Espriella
administration to transfer "Peace Negotiation"
leaders to maximum security indicates a total
repudiation of the previous government’s
conciliatory approach to organized crime. The

narrative being established is that the "Paz
Total" era allowed criminals to operate with
impunity from within "resort prisons," and the
new administration is using the crisis of the
earthquake to solidify a mandate for a
militarized internal security state under

"mano de hierro" policies.

Regional Solidarity Vs. Resource
Protectionism A emerging
between the rhetoric of "Humanitarian
Solidarity" and the reality of "Resource
Protectionism." While Aruban leaders speak of
sharing values and providing aid to
Colombia and Venezuela, the simultaneous
suspension of first-time work permits and
the imposition of wealth taxes in major cities
like New York suggests that local
governments are hunkering down to protect

their own social infrastructures against

tension is

perceived ver- ration n nomi
strain.
The "Charlatan" Information

Environment The emergence of the "3 Ps"—
Populism, Polarization, and Post-truth—is
being analyzed as a new "Golden Age" for
information warfare. As noted in the
discussion of Moisés Naim’s new work, the
digital age has made these tactics globally
scalable, creating an environment where
skepticism toward authority is high, and
"charlatans" can build deep emotional
connections with followers to bypass

traditional gatekeepers.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

In Colombia, the domestic health is
characterized by extreme social distress.
The earthquake has displaced thousands, and
the initial goodwill toward the new president
is being tested by the speed and efficacy of
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the Unidad Nacional para la Gestion del
Riesgo de Desastres (UNGRD). The
imposition of curfews in Cali suggests that
social order is brittle, with fears of looting
competing with the immediate need for
search and rescue.

In Aruba, there is a brewing political
transition tension. References to a "retired"
Prime Minister in 2027 and the rise of "social
sadness" regarding development indicate a
shifting public sentiment that the current
economic model may be failing to reach every
household. The government’s decision to
adjust payroll for Augustus 2026 to support
school fees is a tactical move to maintain
social peace amidst rising costs of living and
educational needs.

The U.S. domestic sphere is portrayed as a
battleground of "Kitchen Table" issues
versus "Woke" ideologies in the primary
season. Candidates like Francesca Hong are
challenging establishment norms, while the
party struggles to reconcile progressive
activism with the practicalities of winning a

general election.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The global posture of the Caribbean and Latin
America is one of defensive realignment.
The CEPAL report’s finding that trade
integration is failing suggests that the
"outside world" is increasingly seen as a
source of external shocks (such as U.S.
tariffs or Chinese economic dominance) rather
than opportunity. Nations are being urged to
move away from “poetic" diplomatic
rhetoric and toward "boring" concrete
agreements on items like

standards ional val hains.

industrial

The U.S. posture is depicted as reactive and
highly securitized. The use of decoys and
subterfuge for presidential travel signals a
world where the American executive no
longer feels secure even at NATO summits,
reflecting a deeply fractured international

system where asymmetric threats from states
like Iran have normalized high-level paranoia.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The regional economic environment is under
pressure from stagnating integration and
the massive unforeseen costs of the
Colombian disaster. Market sentiment is
likely to price in significant reconstruction
debt for Colombia, while Aruba focuses on
internal fiscal adjustments to maintain
social stability.

* Intra-regional Trade Collapse: Latin
American trade between neighbors has
dropped to 14% of total exports,

compared to 60% in the European Union.

* Aruba Social Spending: The government
has announced a 650,000 florin total
jackpot for the lottery while simultaneously
adjusting payrolls for school financial
support for the 2026-2027 cycle.

e International Aid Flows: The U.S. has
pledged $15 million in immediate aid to

Colombia following the earthquake.

* U.S. Domestic Policy: New York is
attempting to implement a wealth
surcharge on secondary homes worth over
$5 million to fund city services, though it

is currently facing judicial roadblocks.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight a consolidation of
power in Colombia and a looming transition in
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Aruba, alongside ideological shifts in the U.S.
political landscape.

* Abelardo de la Espriella: Currently in a
consolidation phase, utilizing a dual-track
strategy of humanitarian leadership and
aggressive criminal purges to establish

Ji 1 . hority.

* Mike Eman / 2027 Transition: Rumors
and reports indicate that Aruba "lo ten
otro primer minister" (will have
another Minister) in 2027,
signaling the end of the Eman era and a
loomin ion le.

Prime

* Francesca Hong: A Democratic Socialist
gaining significant traction in Wisconsin,
representing a "fringy" but popular
challenge to the Democratic establishment.

e Ivan Duque & Michelle Bachelet:
Emerging as trans-ideological "Elder
Statesmen" attempting to revive regional

trade through the CEPAL "Ruptures and

rtunities" r rt.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The Colombian Earthquake
was the absolute priority, receiving exhaustive
coverage across all segments, including live
reports, victim testimonies, and official
government addresses. The prison transfers
were also given high prominence, framed as a
"Tiger" showing strength in his first days.
Dimas and Social Affairs dominated the
local Aruban news, reflecting the island's
inward focus on labor and schooling
administration.

Buried Stories: A deadly school shooting
in Thailand by a 14-year-old was mentioned
only briefly in international roundups despite
its severity. The Luigi Mangioni murder

trial (United Healthcare CEO) and the
Genaro Garcia Luna trial were kept as brief
updates, overshadowed by the natural
disaster in the South.

Conspicuous Omissions: There was almost
no mention of Chinese or Russian activity
in the region, despite the CEPAL report
highlighting the massive shift in trade toward
China. Additionally, the energy sector's
status in Colombia—crucial for reconstruction
funding—was largely ignored in favor of
human-inter i r stori

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reports suggest a world of strong-
man leadership in the South and vulnerable,
defensive institutions in the North.

* Colombia: Portrayed as resilient but
battered. The leadership is framed as
competent and principled in its security
crackdown ("the delincuentes won't do
what they want anymore") but fragile in
the face of nature. "Colombia has a
president that it hurts" was a central quote.

* Aruba: Framed as a "One Happy Island"
that is also a paternalistic protector of its
residents, focusing heavily on social aid and
family welfare. "Our home, your holiday"
remains the patriotic meta-narrative.

* Iran: Portrayed consistently as a hostile,
predatory foe and an "existential threat"
to U.S. leadership, capable of reaching
across the globe to NATO summits.

* Nicaragua (Daniel Ortega):
Characterized as inept and
authoritarian, with Sergio Ramirez

describing his announcements about "no
more elections" as "clumsiness" and a loss

of political thread.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day’s transcripts reveal a heavy emphasis
on the manipulation of perception through
high-stakes deception and "charismatic"
populist messaging.

* State-Led Subterfuge: The use of "decoy"
aircraft by the U.S. is a high-level
informational operation designed to
mislead foreign intelligence and protect
the executive, revealing the extent to which
visible governance is now a theater for

ri r

* Narrative Seeding (The "3 Ps"): The
book "Charlatanes" provides a framework
for understanding how populism and
post-truth are being used to create
"perpetual, deep, emotional relationships"
with followers, effectively replacing fact-
based governance with grievance-based

loyalty at a global scale.

* Domestic Propaganda: The De Ila
Espriella administration's use of phrases
like "Era of the Tiger" and "Mano de
Hierro" is a clear attempt to brand a new,
militaristic national identity that
contrasts sharply with the "Paz Total" era of

the previous regime.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Colombian Social Destabilization: If the
recovery from the 7.4 earthquake is slow,
the initial "strongman" support for De la
Espriella will likely pivot into civil unrest,
as the displaced population in Cali and

Pereira grows increasingly desperate.

* Regional Trade Bloc Formation: The
CEPAL report will likely serve as a catalyst
for a "Post-Ideological" trade bloc that
ignores left/right distinctions to focus on
survival against U.S./China dominance

hr h concr in rial ndar

* Aruban Political Shift: The mention of a
"new Prime Minister" in 2027 suggests a
planned or impending resignation of
Mike Eman, which will likely trigger a
period of investment uncertainty on the
island as factions vie for control.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
regional migration as displaced Colombians
flee the disaster zones, potentially stressing
Aruban immigration systems already under
"reorganization." Domestic Toques de Queda
(curfews) in Colombia will remain in place to
prevent the collapse of urban order in Cali.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A regulatory
tightening in the Caribbean regarding
medical tourism is likely, as the realization of
"plateauing"” health outcomes and aging
populations forces governments to integrate
Al-driven preventative care more

aggressively.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The fragmentation
of Latin American trade will either lead to
total dependence on China or a painful,
multi-year reconstruction of intra-regional

value chains that bypass the traditional
Washington-centric model.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The current environment is characterized by
high seismic, political, and social risks that
could escalate with minimal triggers.

* Seismic Aftershock Chaos: Secondary
tremors or volcanic activity following the
7.4 quake could collapse already weakened
structures. Triggers: Major aftershocks or
heavy rains causing landslides. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic. Mitigations:
Immediate international
heavy machinery deployment.

ngineerin

* Criminal Retaliation in Colombia: The
"mano dura" prison transfers may trigger a
wave of urban terrorism or assassinations
by the affected gangs. Triggers: Execution
or further isolation of gang leaders.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact: High
(urban instability). Mitigations: Continued
militarized  policing and intelligence
coordination.

* U.S.-Iran Kinetic Conflict: The credible
assassination threats against Trump could
lead to a retaliatory U.S. strike. Triggers: A
botched attempt or definitive evidence of
an active cell. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Global (energy prices, war).
Mitigations: De-escalation via backchannel
iplom n nhan X iv

security.

* Aruban Labor Shortage: The suspension
of work permits could choke the tourism
and  construction Triggers:
Prolonged Dimas "reorganization."
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Economic

Mitigations: Fast-tracking
rmits for critical rs and digitizin

the application process.

sectors.

slowdown.

* Regional Healthcare Collapse: Rising
obesity/diabetes and aging infrastructure
could overwhelm the Caribbean medical
system. Triggers: New pandemic or
regional economic downturn. Likelihood:
High (long-term). Impact: Severe.
Mitigations: M ion f Al
diagnostics and preventative screening.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Nuclear/Energy Status: The report lacks
information on the stability of energy
grids or nuclear research sites in Colombia
following the earthquake, which is critical
for safety assessments.

* The 2027 Transition Context: There is no
explanation provided for why Mike Eman
would leave office in 2027, leaving a
major vacuum in political risk analysis for
Aruba.

Thailand Shooting Motive: The report
mentions a 14-year-old shooter but
provides no socio-political context, which is
necessary to assess if this is a lone-wolf
event or part of a wider trend of youth
radicalization.

* Aruba's Schooling Crisis: The
government mentions "sadness" and the
need for immediate attention in the
social sector but fails to detail the exact
root causes of the distress in Aruban
families.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Earthquake as a Strategic "Gift":
While the disaster is a tragedy, a contrarian
view suggests the De la Espriella
administration may be leveraging the
disaster to suspend civil liberties and
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permanently militarize the country, using the
"emergency" to eliminate political rivals under
the guise r man

Aruba's Managed Decline: The "social aid"
and permit suspensions might not be
temporary administrative fixes, but rather a
managed
economy in anticipation of a global tourism
downturn, with the 2027 leadership change
being a pre-emptive exit for the current elite.

contraction of the Aruban

Black Swan Event: An assassination of a
major regional leader (e.g., in Colombia or
Venezuela) during the earthquake chaos,
blamed on a foreign state actor (Iran or the
U.S.), triggering an uncontrolled regional
war that shuts down the Caribbean trade
routes indefinitely.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately enhance
intelligence  sharing between Aruba,
Colombia, and the U.S. regarding

transnational criminal movements in
the wake of prison transfers.

* Economic: Pivot from poetic integration
speeches to industrial standard
harmonization to protect against external
trade shocks as suggested by the CEPAL
report.

* Diplomatic: Formalize search-and-rescue
alliances ("The Topos") into a permanent
regional rapid-response force to handle
he rising fr n f clim n ismi
disasters.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chains: Diversify procurement
away from the Colombian "Coffee Axis" and
Pacific ports (Buenaventura) due to
prolonged infrastructure outages.

* Regulatory: Prepare for tighter labor
compliance in Aruba and potential "wealth
surcharges" in urban centers globally as

governments seek to fund social safety
nets.

* Safety: Invest in Al-based preventative
health tech for employees in the
Caribbean to mitigate the rising risk of
chronic heart conditions and associated
absenteeism.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity centered on disaster
response, fiscal adjustments for social
stability, and aggressive internal security
measures.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Colombian State of National Disaster
Declaration: A decree signed by
President De la Espriella to mobilize
emergency funds and bypass standard
procurement for reconstruction of the
Coffee Axis.

°c New York Secondary Home
Surcharge: A proposed tax on luxury
second homes over $5 million to fund
transit and schools, currently stalled by
judicial rulings.

o Aruba Social Aid Payroll Adjustment
(August 2026): A government directive
to subsidize schooling costs and
support vulnerable families with minors.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Dimas Press Conference: Director
Kathy Ruiz Pasquel announced the
suspension of work permits to
optimize administrative procedures and

manage backlog.

o Minister Secilia Dominican Trade
Briefing: Outlining new opportunities
for Aruban importers to diversify meat
and produce imports from the
Dominican Republic to reduce costs.

c De la Espriella Inauguration/Crisis
Speech: Emphasizing "Mano de Hierro"
and a militarized response to both
crime and the earthquake crisis.

KEY STORIES

* 7.4 Magnitude Earthquake Hits
Colombia: Massive seismic event near
Chocé causes destruction in Cali, Pereira,
and Manizales; death toll exceeds 200.

Prison Transfer "Mano de Hierro":
President De la Espriella transfers 117 top
criminals to max-security prisons to end
"resort" conditions.

Dimas Permit Suspension: Aruba’s
immigration department stops issuing first-
time work permits for "internal
reorganization."

Trump "Cloak and Dagger" Security:
Revealed secret ruse involving decoy
planes and catering trucks to evade Iranian
assassination plots during NATO summit.

CEPAL Trade Failure Report: Bachelet
and Duque warn that intra-regional trade in
Latin America has collapsed to 14%.

* Aruba Payroll School Aid: Government
adjusts August payroll to provide financial
support for schooling and vulnerable
families.

* Jamaica 64th Independence: Aruban

government joins celebrations for Jamaica’s
independence, highlighting the
community’s contribution to the island.

Heart Disease in the Caribbean: Medical
experts warn of rising heart failure due to
obesity and call for Al-driven preventative
care.

* Weightlifting vs. Aging: Study shows 3

hours of weekly resistance training serves
as an anti-aging mechanism by protecting
DNA telomeres.

Mayvird "Earthquake" Orman MMA
Training: Aruban athlete prepares for
international heavyweight title bout in
Paraguay.

Nicaraguan Election Abolition: Daniel
Ortega announces he will not hold more
elections; exiled writer Sergio Ramirez
critiques his "clumsiness."

Charlatans in the Digital Age: Moisés
Naim discusses his new book on how digital
tools empower populists and post-truth
actors.

New York Wealth Tax Roadblock: Judge
blocks Mayor Mamdani’'s plan to tax
secondary luxury homes worth over $5
million.

Thailand School Shooting: 14-year-old
kills teacher and grandfather in a tragic
shooting spree.

* Aruba I Do Vow Renewal: Eagle Beach

hosts a massive vow renewal ceremony for
international tourists and locals.

US Primary Races: Focus on Wisconsin
and Minnesota where Democratic Socialists
are challenging establishment moderates.

Hunter Biden Media Tour: Hunter Biden
sit-downs on multiple provocative platforms
discussing addiction and Donald Trump.
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* Manizales Cathedral Collapse: Iconic
cathedral tower falls into the plaza
following the earthquake.

* Hospital San Rafael Destined for
Demolition: Earthquake leaves the EI
Aguila hospital "return-to-nothing"
(destroyed).

* Animal Rescues: Stories of a sea lion on a

fishing boat and the rescue of an
abandoned dog named "Pellegrini" in
Argentina.

* Grand Theft Auto 6 Netflix Special:
Netflix announces an extended look at the
upcoming game on August 27th.

* Aruba Lottery Update: Jackpot reaches
650,000 florins for the Tuesday draw.

The analysis of August 11, 2026, reveals a
region under extreme seismic and social
stress, with leadership patterns shifting
toward aggressive security posturing and
local protectionism. The convergence of a
catastrophic earthquake in Colombia with the
rise of the "De la Espriella era" suggests that
disaster-driven militarization is the
emerging governance trend in the Southern
Caribbean. Meanwhile, Aruba’s focus on
bureaucratic tightening and social safety
nets reflects a small state attempting to
insulate itself from the systemic trade and
integration failures of the broader Latin
American continent.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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