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MASSIVE EARTHQUAKE IN
COLOMBIA AND INTENSIFYING

TRADE PROTECTIONISM DEFINE A
DAY OF HIGH GEOPOLITICAL AND

REGIONAL INSTABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The humanitarian crisis in Colombia following

a 7.4 magnitude earthquake dominated the

regional landscape on August 12, 2026, with

the death toll rising to over 250 and hundreds

more  missing.  Rescue  operations  in  Pereira

and Cali faced critical windows of opportunity

amid  ongoing  aftershocks  and  severe

structural collapses. This regional catastrophe

coincided  with  significant  diplomatic  and

economic friction as Brazilian exports to the

United  States  hit  a  three-year  low,  falling

12%  due  to  a  barrage  of  US  tariffs and

allegations  regarding  unfair  trade  practices

and  forced  labor.  The  divergence  between

Brazil  and its traditional northern partner is

accelerating  a  pivot  toward  market

diversification,  particularly  toward China,  as

the  US  administration  adopts  a  more

isolationist and aggressive trade posture.

Domestically,  the  Brazilian  government

entered an  "effort concentrated" legislative

period to push through critical bills before the

2026 election cycle  paralyzes Congress.  Key

issues  include  the  controversial  taxation  of

international retail (the "taxa das blusinhas"),

fuel  tax  reductions,  and  incentives  for  the

domestic  fertilizer  industry  (Profert).  These

moves are set against a backdrop of cooling

inflation,  with the IPCA recording its  lowest

July  rate in  four  years,  providing  the

administration  some  fiscal  breathing  room

even  as  the  Bovespa  suffered  a  2.5%  drop

following  a  downgrade  by  US  financial

institutions.

In  the  Middle  East,  the  rhetoric  between

President  Donald  Trump  and  the  Iranian

government  reached  a  fever  pitch.  Trump

claimed total control of the Strait of Hormuz,

labeling his naval blockade a "muro de aço"

(steel wall), while Iran dismissed US overtures

for  a  ceasefire  extension,  demanding

reparations  for  previous  strikes.  This

escalating  tension,  combined  with  North

Korean  ballistic  missile  tests,  highlights  a

fracturing global security architecture where

traditional  deterrence  is  increasingly

questioned  by  asymmetric  capabilities and

new  satellite-guided  precision  weaponry

provided by US rivals.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Humanitarian Crisis in Colombia

A 7.4 magnitude earthquake centered near

San  José  del  Palmar  caused  widespread

destruction in western Colombia.

The  death  toll  reached  254,  with  major

impacts in Pereira and Cali, where over 70

buildings collapsed.

Over  100  secondary  tremors have  been

recorded,  complicating  rescue  efforts  and

causing the evacuation of hospitals.
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International  aid  packages  from  the  US

($15 million) and the EU were announced

to support shelter and food distribution.

Brazil-US Trade Deterioration

Exports to the US fell to $21 billion in the

first  half  of  2026,  a  12%  decrease

compared to 2025.

New  US  tariffs  ranging  from  12.5%  to

37.5% were  applied  to  Brazilian  products

under Section 301 and 232.

Sectors like steel and aluminum saw export

drops  of  30% due  to  these  specific  trade

barriers.

Analysis  suggests  a  microeconomic  crisis

for  regions  specialized  in  value-added

manufactured goods.

Persian Gulf and US-Iran Standoff

President  Trump  asserted  total  strategic

control of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz  despite

Iranian drone threats.

Iran  officially  refused  to  extend a  60-day

ceasefire, claiming the US violated the pact

within 48 hours of signing.

Emerging  reports  indicate  Chinese

satellites helped guide Iranian missiles  to

bypass US Patriot defense systems.

Brazilian  Domestic  Security  and

Institutional Decay

The  National  Data  Protection  Authority

(ANPD)  banned  Discord  livestreams

nationwide due to child safety failures.

Judge  Milton  Lívio  was  immediately

removed from his post after being caught

drinking  wine  and  smoking  in  his

underwear during a virtual court hearing.

Violence  against  healthcare  workers

reached critical levels, with  72% of nurses

reporting  physical  or  verbal  abuse  in  the

past year.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Argentina-Brazil  Relations: A  survey

showed  70%  of  Argentines disapprove  of

President  Javier  Milei’s  attacks  on

President  Lula,  viewing  Brazil  as  an

essential economic partner.

US-Brazil Friction: Tensions rose over the

forced  labor investigations  targeting

Brazilian exports,  leading to a downgrade

in trade relations.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

Judicial  Reform: The  Supreme  Court

mandated  judges  to  return  millions  in

"penduricalhos" (extra  benefits)  that

exceeded constitutional salary caps.

Electoral  Integrity: The  Federal  Police

launched  Operation  Causa  Própria,

investigating  the  PCO  party  for  diverting

public election funds.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Inflation Control: IPCA at 0.07% for July

indicates cooling prices, particularly in food

and  beverages,  though  electricity  costs

rose by 3.09%.

Market  Shock: The  Bovespa  dropped

significantly  following  a  US  bank

downgrade of  Brazilian  corporate  stock

recommendations.
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Critical Infrastructure Security

Water  and Sanitation: The  privatization

of sanitation reached  2,720 municipalities,

though 9 million households still lack basic

sewage treatment.

Urban Risk: A major water main rupture

in  Santo  André  flooded  a  residential

complex, highlighting the fragility of aging

urban utility systems.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Weaponization  of  Trade  and

Protectionism

The recurring theme of the day was the  US

"Tariff-ism" strategy.  Brazilian  analysts

highlighted  that  the  shift  is  no  longer  just

about  volume  but  about  strategic

strangulation. The application of Section 301

and 232 tariffs is framed as a tool of political

pressure, forcing Brazil to choose between its

economic  ties  with  China  and  its  historical

alignment  with  the  US.  The  30%  drop in

specific high-value sectors  suggests  that  the

US is increasingly willing to sacrifice regional

alliances for domestic protectionist goals.

Institutional  Fragility  vs.  Technological

Advancement

A  stark  contrast  emerged  between  the

professionalization  of  industry  (e.g.,  the

expansion  of  agroforestry  and  cocoa

technology) and the decay of civil institutions.

The  scandal  involving  Judge  Milton  Lívio

serves as a potent symbol of institutional rot

within the judiciary, where the convenience of

virtual work has eroded professional decorum

and accountability. Simultaneously, the state's

intervention  against  Discord signals  a

growing,  yet  reactive,  regulatory  stance

against  the  "digital  wild  west"  where  youth

are increasingly vulnerable to cyber-predators

and self-harm challenges.

Regional  Vulnerability  to  Natural

Disasters

The  Colombian  earthquake  underscores  the

"Ring  of  Fire"  risk  that  South  American

nations  remain  ill-prepared  for  on  a  mass

scale.  While  Chile  is  praised  for  its  anti-

seismic  legislation,  Colombia’s  struggle  to

secure 70 collapsed buildings in a mid-sized

city  like  Pereira  reveals  a  significant  gap

between  regulatory  intent  and  structural

reality. The displacement of 1.5 million people

by  the  tremor  highlights  the  potential  for

massive  migration  shocks  triggered  by

environmental events.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Legislative Deadlock and Election Fever

The Brazilian Congress is rushing to pass

the  fuel  tax  reduction (PLP)  to  appease

voters before the October elections.

Rapprochement  between  President  Lula

and  Senate  President  Davi  Alcolumbre is

viewed as a pragmatic truce to avoid total

legislative paralysis.

The  rejection  of  the  "taxa  das  blusinhas"

MP could cost  the government significant

revenue  targets if  not  resolved  by

September 8.

Public Health and Labor Unrest

Healthcare  professionals  are  increasingly

considering abandoning the profession due

to rampant physical violence in triages.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_150000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_160000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_230000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260812_230000


The  94% lethality rate of Rocky Mountain

Spotted  Fever  (febre  maculosa)  in  São

Paulo suggests a failure in early diagnostic

and environmental control systems.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Brazil’s Strategic Maneuverability

Brazil  is  attempting  a  "multi-vector"

diplomacy, seeking to diversify markets to 165

countries while managing a hostile US trade

environment.  The  framing  of  the  US  as  an

unpredictable  partner due  to  "Trump's

unpredictability" is driving Brazil closer to the

BRICS+  orbit,  particularly  in  the  meat  and

grain sectors where Chinese demand remains

robust.

The US "Iron Curtain" Posture

The  US  is  portrayed  as  retreating  into  a

fortress-like  statecraft,  using  naval

blockades in  the Middle East  and  punitive

tariffs in  the  Americas.  Trump’s  "muro  de

aço" rhetoric  minimized Iranian strength, yet

the  underlying  reports  of  Chinese

technological assistance to Iran suggest that

US military dominance is being bypassed by

new technological alignments.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Brazilian economic landscape is marked

by  a  cooling  of  consumer  prices  offset  by

market skepticism. While the IPCA reflects a

food price drop,  analysts  warn of  a  "fiscal

cliff"  in  2027  if  legislative  spending  is  not

reined  in.  The  Bovespa’s  sharp  2.5%

decline was  a  direct  reaction  to  external

downgrades,  signaling  that  international

capital remains wary of Brazilian political risk.

Key Economic Vectors

Inflation: IPCA at  0.07% for  July;  4.44%

accumulated over 12 months,  approaching

the ceiling of the target (4.5%).

Currency: Real  devalued  to  R$  5.16  per

Dollar, driven by US market pressures.

Agriculture: Cocoa  production  in  SP

reaches 650 hectares; chicken exports rose

29.9% in July, fueled by China reopening its

market.

Energy: Ethanol  prices  stabilized  due  to

high  demand  during  the  return-to-school

season,  despite  a  peak  in  the  sugarcane

harvest.

Debt: Family  indebtedness  remains  at

record  levels  (85%),  prompting  the

government to launch the "Desenrola" debt

negotiation program.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key  leadership  shifts  reflect  both  sporting

crises  and  institutional  accountability

measures.

Memphis Depay: The Dutch striker leaves

Corinthians after the club refused to renew

his  contract  due  to  a  $40  million  debt,

sparking legal threats from the player.

Judge  Milton  Lívio: His  immediate

removal by the CNJ signals a zero-tolerance

policy for judicial misconduct during virtual

proceedings.

Mosen  Resai: The  new  Iranian  Security

Chief represents  a  radicalization  of

Tehran’s  posture,  shifting  away  from

diplomatic engagement toward demanding

war reparations.
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Charly Deretti: Becomes the  first female

lead referee in the Brazilian Men’s Serie A,

signaling a slow but steady shift in sporting

leadership gender dynamics.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  broadcast  maintained  a  high-urgency

tone  regarding  Colombia’s  earthquake,

which  served  as  the  primary  international

humanitarian  lead.  However,  domestic

sensationalism—particularly  the  case of the

"Judge in Underwear" and the  feminicide

reports—competed  for  significant  airtime,

suggesting a strategy of mixing "hard" global

news  with  "viral"  domestic  scandals  to

maintain  viewership.  The  Memphis  Depay-

Corinthians split  was  the  primary  sports

lead,  framed  as  a  financial  disaster  for  the

club.  Conspicuous  omissions  included  any

deep analysis of the  environmental impact

of  the  Central  Brazil  heatwave  beyond

surface-level  temperature  reports,  and  little

discussion on the specific evidence behind US

claims  of  "forced  labor"  in  Brazilian  supply

chains.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing arena

where  historical  alliances  (US-Brazil)  are

being  sacrificed  for  short-term  domestic

politics, and where new techno-military blocks

(China-Iran-Russia)  are  actively  challenging

Western hegemony.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

Donald  Trump:  Portrayed  as  impulsive

and aggressive, using "adjectives" to mask

lack  of  tactical  progress.  "Trump's

unpredictability is bad for business and for

war."  Trump  claims  control,  yet  the

situation remains stagnant.

Iran:  Framed  as  radicalized  but

strategic. Tehran is no longer begging for

a  deal  but  "ironizing"  US  failures  and

demanding reparations.

Javier  Milei:  Portrayed  as  politically

isolated in  his  anti-Brazil  stance.  "Over

70% of Argentines do not agree with Milei's

attacks on Lula."

Colombia:  A  chaotic  and  devastated

actor  in  need  of  global  rescue.  The  new

president  is  criticized  for  smiling  during

the tragedy.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

PCC (First  Capital  Command):  Framed

as  a  sophisticated  criminal  entity

capable of kidnapping high-profile lawyers

and  requiring  Elite  Batalhão  (Rota)

intervention across multiple states.

Discord:  Portrayed  as  a  dangerous

platform for  youth,  failing  to  prevent

"challenge" rooms that lead to  suicide and

self-harm.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding: The US administration

is seeding a narrative of "forced labor" in

Brazil  to  justify  protectionist  tariffs that

would  otherwise  be  illegal  under  WTO

rules.
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Strategic  Leakage: The  US  press  (New

York Times/Washington Post) leaked details

of  Chinese  satellite involvement  in  Iran's

missile success, likely to pressure China via

public opinion rather than direct diplomatic

confrontation.

Psychological  Operations: The

automated  self-harm  challenges on

platforms like Discord are framed not just

as  social  media  failures  but  as  active

criminal  grooming  targeting  Brazilian

youth.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

US-Brazil  Decoupling: If  the  US

maintains its 37.5% tariff peaks, Brazil will

likely  formalize  a  major  trade alliance

with  China  for  industrial  transformation

technology by early 2027.  diversification is

now a matter of national survival.

Colombian Instability: The displacement

of 1.5 million people by the earthquake will

likely  trigger  a  mass  migration  event

toward  the  Brazilian  and  Venezuelan

borders,  creating  a  secondary  regional

security crisis.

Recession  Risk: Signs  of  retraction  in

economic  activity suggest  a  potential

technical  recession  for  Brazil  in  2027  if

current interest rates (Selic) aren't lowered

to stimulate consumption.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Continued rescue

operations  in  Colombia  will  likely  reveal  a

higher death toll. Brazil’s Congress will pass

emergency  fuel  subsidies to  prevent  social

unrest before the elections.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The  US-Iran

tension  will  likely  lead  to  a  sustained  oil

price hike as the Hormuz blockade (real or

rhetorical)  impacts  spot  market  insurance

rates. The Discord ban in Brazil could expand

to other platforms if safety audits fail.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Brazil will shift from

a  US-centric  trade  model  to  a  multipolar

strategy,  investing heavily  in the  Domestic

Fertilizer  Program  (Profert) to  reduce

dependence  on  Russia  and  Belarus.  The

seismic risk in the "Ring of Fire" will lead to a

Pan-American building code reform.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Seismic Humanitarian Catastrophe: The

earthquake in Colombia threatens regional

stability.  Triggers: Major  aftershocks  or

secondary  vulcanic  activity.  Likelihood:

High (aftershocks ongoing).  Impact: 250+

dead, 1.5M displaced.  Mitigations: Rapid

deployment  of  international  search  and

rescue and humanitarian corridors.

Global  Supply  Chain  Shock  (Energy):

Trump’s "steel wall" in Hormuz.  Triggers:

A single kinetic exchange between US and

Iranian  naval  forces.  Likelihood:

Moderate-High.  Impact: Global  oil  price

surge and inflationary spike.  Mitigations:

Strategic Reserve releases and alternative

routes via UAE pipelines.

Brazilian  Industrial  Collapse: High  US

tariffs on manufacturing. Triggers: Failure

of  WTO  diplomatic  negotiations.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: 30%  drop  in

key  value-added  sectors and  job  losses.

Mitigations: Aggressive  market

diversification toward China and the Global

South.
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Cyber-Social Erosion: Predatory behavior

on  social  platforms.  Triggers: A  high-

profile  case  of  platform-driven  self-harm.

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Radicalization

of  youth  and  regulatory  bans on

communication  tools.  Mitigations:

Implementation  of  ANPD-mandated  safety

age-gating.

Agricultural  Disease  Outbreak: Rocky

Mountain  Spotted  Fever.  Triggers:

Expansion of tick-infested areas into urban

parks.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

94%  lethality  rate in  infected  patients.

Mitigations: Public awareness campaigns

and tick-control in areas of high vegetation.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not provide the specific

Chinese  reaction to  claims  that  their

satellites are guiding Iranian missiles.

There  is  a  lack  of  information  on  the

financial solvency of other major Brazilian

football  clubs  beyond  the  Corinthians/

Depay debt crisis.

The  forced labor  allegations mentioned

in  trade  reports  remain  unverified  with

specific case studies or locations.

The long-term health effects on survivors

of  the  Colombian earthquake,  particularly

regarding the loss of medical infrastructure

in Cali, were not detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

US  Military  Exhaustion: While  Trump

claims a "muro de aço," the contrarian view is

that  the  US  is  actually  running  out  of

interceptor  missiles and  naval  capacity  to

maintain  a  long-term  blockade,  and  the

rhetoric  is  a  desperate  bluff  to  force  a

negotiation from a position of perceived (but

false) strength.

The "Inflation Trap": The low July inflation

(IPCA) might not be a sign of health, but of a

collapsing domestic demand. The "cooling"

could  be  the  precursor  to  a  severe

deflationary  spiral where  consumers  stop

spending  entirely,  leading  to  a  much  worse

recession than analysts currently predict.

Black Swan Event: A major  tectonic shift

in  the  Caribbean  Plate triggered  by  the

Colombian  tremor  could  lead  to  a  tsunami

risk for  the  North  Brazilian  coast  and

Venezuela, an event for which the region has

zero early-warning infrastructure.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Immediately audit judicial virtual

ritos to restore public trust in the judiciary

following the Lívio scandal.

Diplomacy: Leverage  the  high  pro-Brazil

sentiment in Argentina to bypass Milei and

build  direct  regional  trade  ties  with

Argentine provinces.

Economic: Fast-track the  Profert program

to  ensure  domestic  food  security  as

international  supply  chains  become  more

volatile.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Pivot  away  from  US-

dependent manufacturing and seek market

entry  in  the  BRICS+  block to  avoid

37.5% tariff impacts.
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Regulatory  Compliance: Companies

using  platforms  like  Discord  for  internal

communication must review data policies in

light of ANPD’s aggressive new stance.

Capital Allocation: Invest in agroforestry

technology (cocoa/açai) which shows high

resilience  to  central  Brazilian  heatwaves

and offers high-value export potential.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  Brazilian  Congress  is  in  an  "effort

concentrated"  phase,  attempting  to  clear  a

backlog  of  populist  and  economic  measures

before the election season begins in earnest

on August 16.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

PLP of Fuels: Aimed at reducing federal

taxes on gasoline, ethanol, and diesel to

lower consumer prices.

Profert: A  program  to  stimulate  the

national  fertilizer  industry with  R$  10

billion in incentives over 10 years.

Taxa das Blusinhas (MP): A measure

to  re-regulate  the  20%  tax  on  small

international  imports;  currently  stalled

due to lack of a rapporteur.

Reduction  of  Criminal  Age: A

controversial  move  to  reduce  the

criminal age from 18 to 16, currently in

a special commission.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Lula-Alcolumbre Meeting: A strategic

rapprochement at Palácio da Alvorada to

destock the Senate’s priority agenda.

Trump  Presser: An  aggressive  social

media and broadcast campaign asserting

naval dominance in the Persian Gulf.

KEY STORIES

Colombia Earthquake Recovery: Rescue

teams found a  woman alive after 36 hours

in Pereira; death toll confirmed at 254; over

1,000 injured.

Brazil-US Export Slump: Brazilian sales

to the US  dropped 12% ($2.9 billion loss)

due to tariffs and labor investigations.

Discord Ban: ANPD suspends  livestream

functions on  Discord  to  protect  Brazilian

children  from  grooming  and  self-harm

challenges.

Judicial  Scandal: Judge  Milton  Lívio

dismissed  for  unprofessional  behavior

(drinking/smoking) during a virtual hearing

in Minas Gerais.

Corinthians  Financial  Crisis: Memphis

Depay  contract  termination over  a  R$ 42

million debt; club faces FIFA transfer bans.

PCC  Operation: Police  target  PCC

kidnapping  ring in  Baixada  Santista  that

abducted a prominent lawyer.

IPCA  Data: July  inflation  fell  to  0.07%,

driven  by  a  significant  drop  in  fresh

vegetable prices (tomatoes, carrots).

Middle  East  Tensions: Trump  declares

Strait of Hormuz blockade a "muro de aço";

Iran demands reparations for US strikes.

Agro-Innovation: São  Paulo  expands

cocoa  agroforestry in  Valentim  Gentil,

diversifying from traditional sugar cane.

Public Security - Rio: Operation Narciso

blocks R$ 32 million in assets from a fake

steroid and anabolic ring.

Feminicide Spike: Five cases in five days

across  SP,  RS,  and  SC,  including  a  law

student killed in Pindamonhangaba.
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Fake Veterinarian Arrested: A man in Rio

arrested  for  mutilating  animals and

practicing without a license.

Central Brazil Heatwave: Goiânia records

record  38.3°C in  August  with  humidity

dropping to 15%.

Violence Against  Nurses: Survey  shows

72%  of  professionals suffered  violence,

leading many to plan career exits.

Elevator  Pitch  Brazil: Fourth  episode

features  banana fiber hair  extensions and

African-inspired fabric businesses.

UK Weight Loss Pills: UK becomes first in

EU  to  approve  Orforglipron for  obesity

treatment.

Eclipse Solar: Europe witnesses first total

eclipse in  30  years,  visible  in  Spain  and

Iceland.

Syrian Dictator Condemned: Bashar Al-

Assad  sentenced  to  death in  absentia  for

crimes against humanity.

Grapes  at  Night: Barcelona  farmers

switch  to  night  harvesting due  to  45°C

daytime temperatures.

Diamond Market Shift: 17% of diamonds

sold globally are now synthetic (lab-grown),

favored for ethics and lower cost.

North Korean Missile Test: New ballistic

test toward  the  sea,  prompting

international  condemnation  for  lack  of

warning.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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