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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE LEVERAGES
REVOLUTIONARY NOSTALGIA TO

SOLIDIFY GOVERNANCE AND
SOLICIT REGIONAL ECONOMIC

LIFELINES

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic coverage on August 12, 2026, was

dominated  by  a  synchronized  propaganda

offensive  ahead  of  the  August  15  (24  Asad)

anniversary,  marking  five  years  since  the

collapse  of  the  Western-backed  government.

The narrative framework focuses on "Victory

Day"  as  a  moment  of  national  liberation,

utilizing  high-production  value  segments  to

contrast current stability with the "horrors" of

the  20-year  occupation.  This  ideological

consolidation is paired with a visible effort to

professionalize the state apparatus, evidenced

by military  graduations  in  Bamyon and civil

service seminars conducted by the Ministry of

Propagation of Virtue and Prevention of Vice.

The regime is attempting to transition from a

revolutionary  insurgency  to  a  structured

bureaucracy, though it remains heavily reliant

on  ideological  purity  and  the  memory  of

"martyrdom" to maintain internal cohesion.

Concurrently,  the  Islamic  Emirate  is

aggressively  pursuing  regional  economic

integration  to  bypass  international  isolation.

The arrival of a high-level Iranian agricultural

delegation  and  negotiations  with  Russian

firms  regarding  power  grid  modernization

signal a strategic pivot toward "non-Western"

partners. These developments suggest a dual-

track  strategy:  maintaining  a  rigid,

fundamentalist  social  order  at  home  while

projecting  a  pragmatic,  investment-ready

image  to  regional  neighbors.  However,  the

reliance on revenue from passport distribution

and  small-scale  infrastructure  projects

indicates  that  the  broader  economic

environment  remains  fragile  and  dependent

on  localized  successes  rather  than  systemic

growth.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systematic Promotion of "Victory Day"

Narrative: State  media  is  flooded  with

preparations for the August 15 anniversary,

framing the Taliban takeover as a  national

achievement belonging  to  all  Afghans,

while emphasizing that  no division will be

allowed  between  the  people  and  the

system.

Regional  Economic  Rapprochement: A

high-level  Iranian  delegation  led  by  the

Minister of Agriculture arrived in Kabul to

discuss livestock and technology transfers,

while  Russian  technical  teams  are

evaluating  the  rehabilitation  of  power

facilities.
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Expansion  of  Social  Control  and

Regulatory Paternalism: The Ministry of

Virtue  and  Vice  issued  new  marriage

regulations banning  specific  traditional

expenses  and  competitions,  alongside

mandatory  training  for  government

guidance  officials to  monitor  employee

behavior.

Professionalization of  Security  Forces:

Graduations  of  officers  in  Bamyon and

special forces at the Abu Ubaida bin Jarrah

University highlight  a  shift  toward formal

military training and literacy programs for

the rank-and-file.

Infrastructure  and  Resource

Mobilization: The  regime  reported

significant  revenue  generation  through

passport  distribution  in  Baglan (over  11

million  AFN)  and  the  implementation  of

over  400  "vital"  projects in  Parwan

province.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Emphasis  on  the  transition  from guerrilla

warfare  to  a  structured  force,  with  262

personnel graduating  from  four-week

military and literacy courses in Bamyon to

improve service delivery.

Graduation  of  51  young officers from the

Academy of  Command  and  Headquarters,

focusing  on  "strategic  military"  education

and the maintenance of the current system.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The Ministry of Virtue and Vice is asserting

itself  as  a  primary auditor  of  government

conduct,  holding  training  seminars for

instructors  to  address  "shortcomings"  of

officials regardless of their rank.

Deputy Prime Minister for Economic Affairs

led  a  technical  meeting to  align

international  aid and vocational  education

with  the  Islamic  Emirate's  specific

developmental priorities.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Strategic engagement with Iran to facilitate

meat  exports and  imports  of  agricultural

technology,  aimed  at  achieving  food  self-

sufficiency.

Participation  in  international  standards

meetings via  video  link,  where  Afghan

representatives  called  for  the  removal  of

banking  restrictions  hindering  access  to

electrical standards.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

The  Ministry  of  Justice  is  conducting

provincial  inspections,  recently  visiting

Bamyon to  address  administrative

challenges and ensure the judiciary aligns

with central directives.

New  social  edicts  targeting  marriage

customs, including the  prohibition of high-

value  prizes like  cars  or  motorcycles  in

wedding  competitions  to  prevent

"extravagance."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Detainee Trauma

A recurring theme in the day's broadcasts is

the use of lengthy, highly descriptive personal

testimonies  from  former  Bagram  detainees

and survivors of night raids. These accounts,

often  detailing  torture  and  psychological

abuse at the hands of foreign forces and the

former  National  Directorate  of  Security

(NDS), serve a specific tactical purpose: they
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validate the current regime's harshness as a

necessary  reaction  to  past  "occupier"

atrocities  and  reinforce  the  sanctity  of  the

martyrs whose blood supposedly  bought  the

current  peace.  By  focusing  on  individual

suffering,  the  state  media  creates  an

emotional  barrier  against  contemporary

criticisms  of  human  rights,  framing  the

current era as one of comparative "dignity."

Economic  "Pivot  to  the  East"  and

Regional Integration

The  focus  on  Russian  investment in  power

grids  and  Iranian  cooperation in  agriculture

represents  a  calculated  attempt  to  build  an

economic ecosystem independent of Western

financial systems. The regime is highlighting

"technical  assessments"  and  "cooperation

protocols"  to  signal  that  it  can  manage

complex  industrial  projects  despite  the

absence  of  Western  donors.  This  trend  is

bolstered  by  reports  of  increased  domestic

production and exports  to  regional  markets,

intended to convince the population that the

"economic jihad" is  succeeding through  self-

reliance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite  Consolidation  through  Ideological

Purity

The  central  government  is  using  the

Ministry of Virtue and Vice to ensure that

local  officials  and  military  commanders

remain  subservient  to  the  leadership's

religious  interpretation,  effectively

functioning as an internal political police.

There  is  a  concerted  effort  to  manage

public  expectations  regarding  returnees,

with high-level officials like Maulawi Abdul

Kabir calling  on  traders  to  support  those

forced  out  of  neighboring  countries,

signaling  anxiety  over  potential  social

strain from mass deportations.

Societal Management and "Soft" Control

The  regime is  increasingly  regulating  the

private  sphere,  particularly  marriage  and

family life, under the guise of Islamic law,

which  serves  to  both  standardize  cultural

practices and reduce the financial  burden

on  young  men  who  are  the  primary

recruitment pool for the security forces.

A significant focus on life skills training and

"effective communication" for youth in state

programming suggests an attempt to mold

a  new  generation  that  is  functionally

capable but ideologically compliant.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The Framing of the "Outside World"

State media portrays the international system

as  a  dichotomy:  a  hostile  Western  bloc that

continues  to  use  banking  restrictions  and

"forced  expulsions"  to  punish  Afghanistan,

and a  pragmatic regional  bloc (Iran,  Russia,

Central  Asian  states)  willing  to  trade.  The

"Victory Day" messaging serves as a warning

to  potential  adversaries  that  intervention  is

futile, citing the defeats of the British, Soviets,

and Americans. This historical narrative is the

bedrock  of  the  regime's  external  posture:

defiance  of  the  West  coupled  with  regional

engagement.

Weaponizing Migrant Vulnerability
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The  regime  is  utilizing  the  issue  of  forced

returns  from  Pakistan  and  Iran to  criticize

neighboring  states  and  the  international

community  for  their  failure  to  respect

"humanitarian  norms,"  while  simultaneously

showcasing  its  own  aid  distribution as

evidence of government efficacy. This serves

to  shift  the  blame  for  domestic  economic

hardship onto external actors.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Afghan economy is described as being in

a  state  of  "post-war  reconstruction,"  where

the primary objectives are stabilization of the

Afghani  (AFN)  and the  transition  toward an

export-oriented model. While the regime touts

increased  trade  with  Iran and  regional

partners, it remains crippled by international

banking  restrictions  that  prevent  timely

access to technical standards and capital. The

government  is  heavily  reliant  on  "domestic

budget"  funding  for  small-scale  urban

projects,  indicating  a  lack  of  large-scale

capital for national development.

Key Economic Vectors

Currency Stability: Official reports claim

the  Afghani remains stable, with exchange

rates  around  65-70  AFN  to  the  USD,

attributed to strict limits on dollar exports

and  the  universalization  of  AFN  use  in

border provinces.

Trade Imbalance: Total trade is estimated

at  $13  billion,  with  a  heavy  deficit  ($11

billion  in  imports  versus  $2  billion  in

exports),  though  exports  have  reportedly

doubled from the pre-2021 period.

Critical  Infrastructure  Investment:

Negotiations with Russian Power Machines

for  the  modernization  of  turbines  and

power  facilities  are  a  high  priority  to

reduce reliance on imported energy.

Resource  Rent: Passport  services  in

Baglan  generated  11.6  million  AFN in  a

single  quarter,  highlighting  the

government's  dependence  on

administrative fees for operational revenue.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The focus of personnel management remains

on  the  professionalization  of  the  middle-

ranking  officer  corps  and  the  ideological

oversight of the bureaucracy. No major high-

level  removals  were  reported,  but  the

emphasis  on  "monitoring  shortcomings"

suggests an ongoing internal audit.

Ministry of Virtue and Vice Instructors:

A new cohort of guidance officials has been

empowered  to  oversee  the  conduct  of

government  employees,  signaling  a  shift

toward more intrusive internal surveillance.

Qari Gul Haidar Shaffaq: Highlighted as

a key leader  in  Bamyon,  emphasizing the

integration  of  security  and  literacy as  a

dual mandate for the police force.

Mullah Amir Khan Haqqani: His role as

Commander  of  the  313  Central  Corps is

leveraged  to  provide  historical  continuity

between  the  insurgency  phase  and  the

current military structure.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network's  editorial  hierarchy  is  strictly

aligned  with  state-building  and  anniversary

propaganda.  The  lead  stories  are  invariably

focused  on  preparations  for  Victory  Day

and  the  success  of  the  security  forces.

There  is  a  deliberate  emphasis  on  regional

diplomacy (Iran/Russia) to counter narratives

of  international  isolation.  Stories  about

migrant returns are framed as humanitarian
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challenges  managed  by  a  competent  state.

Buried Stories include the specific details of

North  Korean  missile  tests  and  Houthi

attacks,  which  are  reported  briefly  without

deep  geopolitical  analysis,  serving  more  as

fillers  for  the  international  news  block.

Conspicuous  Omissions include  any

mention  of  the  ongoing  ban  on  female

education beyond the sixth grade, the specific

nature  of  the  domestic  insurgent  threats

(ISIS-K),  or  the  true  extent  of  the  hunger

crisis, which is only alluded to through reports

of aid distribution.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext  of  the  day's  reports  frames the

global  arena  as  a  space  where  the  Islamic

Emirate has earned its right to rule through

sacrifice and where the "imperialist" West is

slowly being replaced by regional partners.

COUNTRIES

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  vital  and  pragmatic

partner,  with  an  emphasis  on  shared

cultural and religious ties facilitating deep

economic cooperation in agriculture.

Russia: Framed as  a  technically  superior

investor and  a  stabilizing  force  willing  to

engage  in  critical  infrastructure  without

the political strings of the West.

United States: Consistently depicted as a

defeated  and  brutal  occupier,  responsible

for  decades  of  trauma,  night  raids,  and

ongoing financial sabotage via the banking

system.

Pakistan: Implicitly  criticized  for  the

forced  expulsion of  refugees,  though  the

rhetoric is tempered to maintain diplomatic

channels for trade.

LEADERS

Mullah  Haibatullah  Akhundzada

(Leader of the Emirate): Portrayed as the

source  of  all  legitimate  authority,  whose

"messages" are carried to remote districts

to ensure unity.

Maulawi  Abdul  Kabir: Framed  as  the

compassionate  face  of  the  regime,

managing the refugee crisis and calling for

international transparency in aid.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  Islamic  Emirate  is  executing  a

sophisticated information operation centered

on the  narrative of  victimhood-to-victory.  By

dedicating  significant  airtime to  the  graphic

testimonies of former detainees, the regime is

pre-emptively  delegitimizing  any  external

human  rights  reports.  Furthermore,  the

reporting  on  provincial  projects uses  high-

precision figures (e.g., specific AFN amounts

to  the  last  digit)  to  project  an  image  of

extreme  administrative  transparency,

regardless of the projects' actual impact. The

regime is also "seeding" the idea that the  24

Asad  anniversary is  a  unifying  event  for  all

ethnic groups, attempting to mask underlying

ethnic tensions and the reality of a Pashtun-

dominated leadership.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Ideological  Tightening  Post-

Anniversary: Following  the  August  15

celebrations, the regime will likely use the

momentum of the anniversary to implement

even more stringent social edicts under the

guise of "completing the Islamic system."

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_130000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000


Regional Infrastructure Breakthrough:

The  Russian  and  Iranian  technical  visits

suggest that a  major power or agricultural

agreement is  imminent,  which  would

provide the Emirate with its first significant

industrial "win" since the takeover.

Escalation of Migrant Diplomacy: As the

number  of  returnees  grows,  Kabul  will

increasingly  weaponize  this  crisis  to

demand  the  unfreezing of  central  bank

assets,  framing  it  as  a  humanitarian

necessity for the survival of the returnees.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect high-alert

security  measures  in  Kabul  and  provincial

centers for the August 15 celebrations. There

is a high risk of "spectacle" attacks by anti-

Taliban groups or ISIS-K seeking to mar the

anniversary  propaganda win.  Graduations  of

new  security  cohorts  will  be  accelerated  to

provide a visible presence of force.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The impact of

the new marriage regulations will begin to felt

in  the  rural  economy,  potentially  easing  the

marriage debt crisis but also creating friction

with traditional local power brokers. We will

likely see the first Russian-led refurbishments

of  power  stations  beginning,  provided  the

technical assessments are successful.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the regional pivot

holds, Afghanistan could become a transit hub

for Iranian-Central Asian trade, fundamentally

shifting  the  region's  economic  gravity  away

from  the  West.  However,  the  lack  of

professional  education  for  women  will

eventually create a critical skill gap in health

and  governance  that  no  amount  of  regional

trade can fill.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The primary risks to the current regime stem

from the strain of integrating mass returnees

and  the  potential  for  internal  ideological

fracturing  as  the  state  attempts  to

professionalize.

Social  Instability  from  Mass  Returns:

The  influx  of  thousands  of  refugees  from

Pakistan  and  Iran  could  overwhelm  local

food  and  housing  markets.  Triggers: A

sudden  acceleration  in  deportations

coupled  with  a  harsh  winter.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Severe localized unrest and

increased  pressure  on  aid  agencies.

Mitigation: Success of the proposed Pol-e-

Charkhi camp and carpet factory project.

Energy  Grid  Collapse: The  aging

electrical  infrastructure  is  at  a  breaking

point. Triggers: Failure to reach a finalized

investment  deal  with  Russian  Power

Machines.  Likelihood: Medium.  Impact:

Crippling of urban industry and increased

public  dissatisfaction.  Mitigation:

Immediate  commencement  of  technical

rehabilitation projects.

Internal  Security  Breach  during

Anniversary: High-profile  attacks  during

Victory Day. Triggers: Intelligence failures

by  the  Kabul  Security  institutions. 

Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Discrediting

of the regime's primary claim of providing

"universal  security."  Mitigation: The

extraordinary  security  measures currently

being implemented.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_070000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_020000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_083000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_063000


Regional  Diplomatic  Fallout: Tensions

with Iran or Pakistan over water or border

issues. Triggers: Clashes at the Islam Qala

border  or  disputes  over  Helmand  River

water.  Likelihood: Medium.  Impact:

Halting  of  the  critical  agricultural  and

trade  flows.  Mitigation: Continued  high-

level  ministerial  visits  and  joint  technical

committees.

Economic  Stagnation  from  Banking

Isolation: Continued  inability  to  conduct

international  transfers.  Triggers: Total

exhaustion of  domestic currency reserves.

Likelihood: High  (long-term).  Impact:

Inability to fund even small-scale provincial

projects.  Mitigation: Expansion  of

alternative payment mechanisms discussed

with international partners.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Internal Dissent within the Taliban: The

broadcasts  present  a  perfectly  unified

front, but they fail to mention any friction

between  the  Kandahar-based  leadership

and the more pragmatic elements in Kabul

regarding international engagement.

The  ISIS-K  Threat: While  security

measures  are  discussed,  the  actual

capabilities  and  locations  of  active

insurgent cells are completely obscured.

Rural Hunger Levels: Aid is distributed to

returnees, but the transcript is silent on the

food security status of the permanent rural

population in drought-stricken areas.

External  Debt  Obligations: There  is  no

mention of how the Emirate plans to handle

unpaid  electricity  bills to  neighboring

countries like Uzbekistan and Tajikistan.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The  "Potemkin"  Professionalism

Scenario: The focus on  military graduations

and administrative revenue reporting may be

a  superficial  attempt  to  mask  a  total

breakdown  in  central  command.  The

"revenue"  from  passports  might  not  be

enough to even pay the salaries of  the very

officers graduating, leading to a "ghost army"

scenario where soldiers exist on paper but not

in functional units.

The "Trojan Horse" Investment Scenario:

The Russian and Iranian investments may not

be geared toward Afghan development at all,

but  rather  toward  securing  strategic

infrastructure  for  regional  geopolitical

leverage,  effectively  making  the  Islamic

Emirate a vassal to its neighbors' energy and

agricultural needs.

Black Swan Event: The  massive earthquake

in  Colombia serves  as  a  reminder  of

Afghanistan's  own  seismic  vulnerability.  A

similar  7.0+  magnitude  event  in  the  Hindu

Kush  could  instantly  collapse  the  fragile

governance  gains,  leading  to  a  total  loss  of

state mandate as the regime proves unable to

manage a large-scale natural disaster.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Monitoring  of  the  graduating

cohorts is  necessary  to  assess  whether

these  forces  are  purely  for  internal

suppression or capable of regional border

defense.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• • 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_063000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_193000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_080000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260812_200000


Economic: Western  powers  should

evaluate  the  technical  standards  requests

as a potential entry point for limited, non-

political  engagement that could prevent a

total power grid collapse.

Diplomatic: The  Iranian-Afghan

agricultural  axis should  be  viewed  as  a

regional stabilizing factor that reduces the

likelihood  of  a  total  state  failure  in

Afghanistan.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The stability of the Iranian

transit route makes it the most viable path

for  any  regional  logistics  operations,

though it carries high political risk.

Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in

power grid nische sectors for firms capable

of  operating under regional  (non-Western)

financial frameworks.

Regulatory  Compliance: New  marriage

and  social  edicts indicate  an  increasingly

unpredictable  regulatory  environment  for

any  foreign  NGOs  or  humanitarian

organizations operating on the ground.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The regime is increasingly governing through

administrative  decree rather  than  formal

legislation, focusing heavily on social conduct

and  the  management  of  returning

populations.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Social  Regulation  Decree  (Marriage

Laws): Mandatory  prohibition  of  high-

cost wedding traditions to reduce social

debt.

Vocational  Education  Alignment

Policy: A  new  technical  framework to

ensure  international  aid  is  directed

solely  toward  state-approved  vocational

priorities.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Victory Day Security Briefing: Led by

the Kabul Governor to finalize theater-of-

operations security for the anniversary.

Ministerial  Agricultural  Summit: A

joint  press  event with  Iranian  officials

detailing tech-transfer protocols.

KEY STORIES

Anniversary Preparations (Victory Day):

Nationwide  efforts  to  decorate  cities and

prepare  for  the  24  Asad  commemoration,

framed as  the  day  Afghanistan  broke  the

"chains of occupation."

Iranian Agricultural Delegation: A high-

level mission to Kabul to discuss expanding

cooperation  in  livestock,  research,  and

technical exchange.

Russian Power Investment: Negotiations

with  Russian technical firms to modernize

power  generation  facilities  and  turbines

across the country.

Detainee Testimony (Bagram): Extensive

eyewitness  account by  Gul  Afghan

describing torture and the "martyrdom" of

family members during a US night raid in

Logar.
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Bamyon  Military  Graduation:

Graduation of  262 security personnel after

a  four-week  course  in  military  skills  and

literacy.

Ministry of Virtue and Vice Seminar: A

training  session for  government  officials

focusing  on  "appropriate  and  wise

methods" for correcting employee behavior.

Baglan Passport Revenue: The provincial

passport office reported collecting over  11

million AFN in revenue for the first quarter

of the year.

Parwan Vital Projects: Implementation of

over  421  projects including  road

construction  and  fiber  optic  expansion

since the takeover.

Refugee  Aid  in  Pektika: Distribution  of

food to  1,000 returnee families with calls

for  international  host  countries  to  stop

"forced expulsions."

Ghazni  Urban  Development: Launch  of

four  projects including  traffic  signal

installation and roadside landscaping.

International  Standards  Meeting:

Participation  in  a  virtual  IEC  meeting to

resolve  challenges  in  accessing  electrical

industry standards.

Houthi  Maritime  Attack: Report  of  a

rocket strike on a commercial  ship in the

Bab al-Mandab strait, killing six.

North Korean Missile Test: Launch of a

ballistic  missile traveling  700km  and

landing near Japanese waters.

Russian  Strikes  in  Ukraine: Targeted

missile  attacks on  Zaporizhzhia  and  Kyiv,

resulting in seven deaths.

Colombian  Earthquake: A  massive  7.0

magnitude  earthquake resulting  in  over

2,550 deaths and thousands of injuries.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
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media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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