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CHINA ACCELERATES HIGH-TECH
SOVEREIGNTY AND "COMMON
PROSPERITY" INITIATIVES WHILE
HIGHLIGHTING UNITED STATES
STRATEGIC OVEREXTENSION IN
THE MIDDLE EAST AND DOMESTIC
INFRASTRUCTURE FRAGILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic coverage is dominated by a dual-
track narrative of ecological achievement and
technological "high-quality development." The
state reports significant progress in air and
quality  targets, with  PM2.5
concentrations falling 6.2% year-over-year,
while simultaneously pushing the "Common
Prosperity" demonstration zone in Zhejiang
to address regional and wealth gaps.
Technological sovereignty is prioritized
through the rapid deployment of 6G
innovation, 10,000-megabit (10G) optical
networks, and the "G60 Starlink" satellite
internet constellations. The focus is on
creating a "hardened" communication base
that integrates land, sea, and air, specifically
designed to support emerging industries like
autonomous vehicles and humanoid robotics.

water

Geopolitically, the broadcast contrasts
Chinese stability with perceived Western
dysfunction. Tensions in the Hormuz Strait
are framed as a direct confrontation between
Iranian sovereign control and U.S. "imperial"
overreach, with significant airtime dedicated
to deteriorating living conditions and a morale
crisis aboard the USS Abraham Lincoln
aircraft carrier. This is paired with reports on
the catastrophic Colombia earthquake
(death toll exceeding 265) and a rail
derailment in the UK, implicitly highlighting
the fragility of non-Chinese disaster response
and infrastructure. The broadcast also uses a
historical retrospective on Jiang Zemin to
anchor current strategies in "Rule of Law" and
technological advancement, suggesting a
continuity of leadership that contrasts with
the volatile rhetoric of U.S. leadership.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Resource Nationalism and "Computing
Metals" Strategy

* The identification of "computing metals"
(copper, aluminum, tin, tantalum) as the
physical foundation of AI has led to a
strategic focus on securing these supplies
as demand for AI servers increases copper
consumption by 3-6 times per unit.

Computing metal prices have surged, with

tantalum rising 158%.

* The Ministry of Industry and Information
Technology (MIIT) 1is targeting a 1.4
trillion RMB safety and emergency
equipment industry by 2030, integrating Al
and unmanned systems for disaster
prevention. Emergency equipment scale is
expected to reach 1 trillion RMB by the end
of 2025.
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Standoff in the Hormuz Strait

Next-Generation

Iran has asserted full control over the
Hormuz Strait, claiming no vessel can
safely pass without its authorization,
directly contradicting statements from
Donald Trump. Hormuz control claims
include a warning that Iranian forces will
respond to any threat.

Regional oil transit has shifted significantly,
with daily volume through the strait
dropping from 20 million barrels to 3.7
million barrels following military strikes
earlier in the year. Qil transit reduction has
forced regional powers to invest billions in
bypass pipelines.

Communication

Infrastructure (6G and 10G)

China has set a definitive timeline for 6G
commercialization, targeting 2029 for
technical scheme maturity and large-scale

deployment. 6G innovation plans include
coordinated ministry-province action.

Deployment of 10,000-megabit (10G)
optical networks has already begun in pilot
zones like Chongqing, increasing logistics
sorting efficiency by 30% and enabling 8K
high-definition @ video  monitoring for

industrial safety. 10G pilot projects are

active across 136 locations.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Climate & Extreme Weather

Massive flooding in Henan and Hubei
provinces necessitated the activation of the
Nihewa flood storage area, requiring the
emergency evacuation of 456 residents in
Wuyang County. Flood storage activation is
part of a broader effort to mitigate the
overflow of the Huai River basin.

e Humanoid

e The "White Dolphin" (Baihaidun) tropical

system remains active, with its residual
circulation expected to turn back toward
the East China coast, threatening Jiangsu
and Zhejiang with heavy rain. System track
reversal poses a persistent risk to
agricultural yields during the corn
pollination phase.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

robotics have moved from
laboratory testing to "real-world combat"
applications, with 2,056 robots competing
in the 2nd World Humanoid Robot Games.
Humanoid robot deployment focus is
shifting from simple movement to complex
labor in hotel, industrial, and emergency
rescue scenarios.

The "G60 Starlink" low-orbit satellite
constellation is undergoing batch launches
to verify direct-to-mobile satellite
technology, aiming for a land-sea-air-
space integrated communication base.

Satellite internet progress is a top-tier state
priority for 2026.

Macroeconomics & Trade

e The domestic EV market has reached a

critical "watershed" moment, with new
energy vehicles (NEVs) accounting for over
60% of monthly new car sales in July. NEV
market share indicates that electric
mobility is now the mainstream consumer
choice in China.

* The Ministry of Commerce has decided to

continue imposing anti-dumping duties
on single-mode optical fibers from India for
an additional five years, citing the risk of
continued damage to the domestic industry.

Optical fiber duties are set at rates up to
7.4%.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Institutionalizing the "Platform Economy"
and Algo-Governance

A significant shift is occurring in how the
state regulates digital platforms. The "Break
the Internal Scroll, Move Toward Good" (F&%&
[¥%) initiative is a structured negotiation
mechanism between the state, platform giants
(Meituan, Ele.me), and labor representatives.
The focus is on algorithm optimization,
such as the "Red Light Stop" policy, which
pauses delivery timers at traffic signals to
reduce safety risks for couriers. Algorithm
governance is moving away from reactive
punishment toward proactive "consultative
governance" to ensure the 'sustainable
health" of the platform economy while
protecting labor and small businesses from
predatory price wars.

The Weaponization of Military Morale and
Infrastructure Failure

The broadcast exhibits a clear pattern of
highlighting U.S. military fragility. Reports
detailing broken toilets, moldy showers,
and food shortages on the USS Abraham
Lincoln are wused to frame the U.S.
government as "not helping morale" and
failing its service members. Carrier morale
crisis reports serve as psychological warfare,
suggesting that despite technical superiority,
the human element of the U.S. military is
nearing a breaking point. This is contrasted
with Chinese infrastructure successes, such
as the Three Gorges Dam handling 100
million tons of cargo and the record-setting
Shiziyang Bridge project. Infrastructure
comparison reinforces a narrative of Chinese
competence versus Western decay.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Management of Social Grievances in
Property Services

* Property management disputes have
become a "pain point" of grassroots
governance, characterized by  non-
transparent fees and poor service quality.
The state is responding by mandating
"Double Disclosure" (FE¥z. BERRSSHTHE) for
property companies. Property dispute
resolution aims to reduce collective
petitions and social friction through
community-level party oversight.

Social Stability via Rural Revitalization

* Zhejiang’s "Common Prosperity" model
focuses on narrowing the "Three Major
Gaps" (urban-rural, regional, and income).
The rural-urban income ratio has narrowed
to 1.81. Zhejiang gap reduction is the
central metric for domestic political
success, using '"professional division of
labor" to integrate rural industries into
high-value chains.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Aggressive Territorial Signaling in the
Kuril Islands

* President Putin’s first-ever visit to the
Southern Kuril Islands (referred to by Japan
as the Northern Territories) is framed as a
"carefully considered geopolitical signal"
that the islands' status is non-negotiable.
Putin island visit marks a departure from
two decades of avoiding unnecessary
provocation of Tokyo, signaling a new,
harder line against U.S.-aligned states in
the Pacific.

Bypassing the US-Centric Security Order
in the Persian Gulf

* The proposal of a "Hormuz Economic
Security Mechanism" by Iran is presented
as a way for regional powers to "shake off
dependence on U.S. military guarantees."
Hormuz security proposal aligns with the
broader Chinese-supported narrative of
regional autonomy and the decline of the
U.S. dollar/military hegemony.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook 1is heavily
colored by the persistent blockade of the
Hormuz Strait, which has triggered a
contraction in global oil demand and supply.
The International Energy Agency (IEA)
reports that global oil supply will drop by 4.3
million barrels per day in 2026. Within China,
the focus is on "New Productive Forces,"
particularly in Al-driven manufacturing and
green fuel systems. The "2026 Green Fuel
Development Report" shows biomass energy
capacity reaching 7.3 million tons of oil

equivalent, effectively filling gaps left by
intermittent wind and solar power.

Key Economic Vectors

* Computing Metals: Tantalum prices rose
158%; tin and copper prices increased by
40-60%. Metal price spikes.

* NEV Dominance: NEV sales reached
68.1% of domestic passenger car sales in
July. NEV domestic sales.

* Movie Industry: Summer box office
revenue exceeded 390 billion RMB, driven
by lower ticket prices (36.3 RMB average).
Film industry output.

* Logistics: Three Gorges Dam throughput
exceeded 100 million tons annually for the
15th consecutive year. Three Gorges

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership dynamics are characterized by a
focus on "high-quality" appointments and the
removal of officials failing in key sectors. The
historical focus on Jiang Zemin highlights the
long-term vision of the CCP, while modern
appointments focus on technical expertise in
Al and 6G sectors.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an
aggressive but potentially misinformed
leader whose claims of "total control" over
Hormuz are being physically challenged by
Iranian forces. Trump Hormuz claims.

* Hege Seth (Hegseth): The U.S. Defense
Secretary is facing calls for replacement by
Democratic lawmakers like Seth Moulton
and Richard Blumenthal due to the Lincoln

carrier morale crisis. Hegseth replacement
calls.
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* Arslan (Aragchi): The Iranian Foreign
Minister is framed as a competent diplomat
correcting "U.S. intelligence failures"
regarding the Gulf. Aragchi diplomatic
stance.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritizes technological and
ecological "wins" to build a narrative of
inevitable Chinese ascent. Lead stories focus
on the 6.2% reduction in PM2.5 and the
success of "Common Prosperity" in Zhejiang.
The broadcast effectively buries domestic
economic distress by focusing on the "Internal
Scroll" (neijuan) as a problem of algorithm
optimization rather than structural economic
weakness. The most emotional segments are
the rescues from Henan floods, designed to
reinforce trust in the state's disaster
management. A conspicuous omission is any
detailed discussion of the specific military
strikes on Iran by the U.S. and Israel on
February 28, which are mentioned only as a
catalyst for current oil transit issues.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global arena is framed as a transition
from U.S. unilateralism to a multipolar system
where China and Russia act as anchors of
stability against Western chaos.

COUNTRIES

* IRAN: Portrayed as a strong and
principled defender of sovereign waters.
"The Hormuz Strait is under Iran's
control... no vessel can safely pass without

permission." Iran sovereign claim.

e UNITED STATES: Characterized as inept
and overextended. The  broadcast
highlights "Moldy showers, food shortages,
and mental health crises" on its flagship

vessels. US naval dysfunction.

* RUSSIA: Framed as resolute and
strategic. Putin's island visit is described
as a "deeply considered geopolitical signal."

Russian strategic signal.

* COLOMBIA: Portrayed as a chaotic zone
of tragedy requiring economic emergency
status. "265 dead, 1.1 million houses

destroyed." Colombia earthquake disaster.

LEADERS

* XI JINPING: Portrayed as the principled
architect of Modernization and Common
Prosperity. "Common prosperity is the
essential requirement of socialism." Xi on
prosperity.

* VLADIMIR PUTIN: Framed as competent
and bold, defying Western pressure to
assert territorial integrity. Putin's defiance.

* DONALD TRUMP: Framed as aggressive
but ineffective, his claims of control
dismissed as "lies" by regional powers.

Trump's rhetoric dismissed.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE
ACTORS

* MEITUAN / ELE.ME: Framed as pliable
and responsive to state social stability
requirements through the "Break the

Scroll" initiative. Platform compliance.

* HOUTHI ARMED FORCES: Portrayed as

technically precise and capable of
disrupting major energy facilities. "The
attack was very precise... using two
drones." Houthi drone strike.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary  meta-narrative is the
"Inevitability of U.S. Strategic
Withdrawal." By focusing on the USS Lincoln
morale crisis, the state media seeds the idea
that U.S. military power is hollow and
unsustainable. This is paired with the
"Institutional Continuity" narrative, using
the Jiang Zemin retrospective to show that
China’s current 6G and WTO successes are
the result of decades of steady, rational
planning—contrasting with the
"misjudgments" and ‘“intelligence failures"
attributed to the U.S. government. Censorship
is implied in the "grassroots management"
stories, "social contradictions"
(protests or complaints) are rebranded as
"grassroots governance pain points" that are
being solved by the Party, effectively
neutralizing the language of dissent.

where

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Hypothesis 1: China is preparing for a
"long-term blockade" scenario in the
Hormuz Strait, evidenced by its aggressive
focus on biomass fuel and "computing
metal" stockpiling. If Hormuz remains
closed, China will leverage its bypass
infrastructure (like the Lianyungang
pipeline) to outpace Western economies
burdened by higher fuel costs.

Hypothesis 2: The 6G/10G rollout is not
just about speed, but about creating a
domestic "Information Fortress." By 2029,
China aims to have a completely
autonomous communication stack that is
immune to Western satellite or network
sanctions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased
diplomatic friction between China/Russia and
Japan following Putin's island visit. In the
Middle East, the morale crisis aboard U.S.
carriers may force a premature rotation of
vessels, potentially creating a temporary
"security vacuum" in the Gulf that Iran or non-
state actors will exploit.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
"Computing Metals" strategy will likely lead to
new export controls or strategic reserve
announcements by Beijing to secure Al
dominance. Domestic focus will remain on
flood recovery and ensuring the corn harvest,
which is critical for food security amid global
energy volatility.

Long Term (1-5 Years): China’s push for
"Common Prosperity" will transition from a
demonstration phase to national policy, likely
involving significant tax and regulatory
changes for the platform economy. The
successful deployment of the "G60 Starlink"
will provide a viable alternative to SpaceX,
particularly for Global South nations seeking
to bypass U.S. network hegemony.



RISK ASSESSMENT

The  broadcast identifies a  high-risk
environment characterized by ecological
volatility and strategic military flashpoints.

* Strategic Resource Scarcity: The surge
in Al-related demand for tantalum, tin, and
copper creates a critical vulnerability for
the global tech sector. Triggers: Export
bans or further price spikes above 200%.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe
disruption to Al and semiconductor
manufacturing. Mitigations: Deepening
circular economy initiatives and domestic
mining of "YEH " (pocket mines). Resource
risk.

Regional Energy Collapse: The transition
from 20 million to 3.7 million barrels per
day through Hormuz threatens the
economic  stability of oil-dependent
economies. Triggers: Failed negotiations
on the "Hormuz Economic Security
Mechanism." Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Global stagflation and potential for
secondary conflicts. Mitigations:
Acceleration of bypass pipelines in Oman

and Iraq. Energy transit risk.

Grassroots Social Instability:
Widespread property service disputes and
"Internal Scrolling" (neijuan) among the
youth could lead to localized unrest.
Triggers: Failure of the  "Double
Disclosure" property reforms or continued
price wars in the delivery sector.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Erosion of
local Party mandate and social friction.
Mitigations: Algorithm optimization and
consultative governance. Social order risk.

* Agricultural Yield Failure: Persistent

flooding in the Huai and Yangtze basins
during the corn pollination phase.
Triggers: The "White Dolphin" system
making a U-turn and stalling over Henan.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Food price
inflation and reliance on strategic grain
reserves. Mitigations: Emergency
drainage and deployment of 5,200 sets of
pumping equipment. Agricultural risk.

Us Military Overextension: The
deteriorating morale and physical condition
of the U.S. Navy’s 5th and 7th Fleets.
Triggers: A major industrial accident on
the USS Lincoln or a "mental health
disaster" leading to operational failure.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Shift in
the regional power balance in favor of Iran/
China. Mitigations: Immediate rotation of
Crews (currently delayed). Military

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

e The broadcast fails to detail the exact

nature and consequences of the military
strikes on Iran that occurred on February
28, which are the root cause of the current
Hormuz blockade.

* There is no mention of the sovereign debt

levels of the provincial governments in
Henan and Hubei, which are
simultaneously funding massive flood relief
and 10G infrastructure projects.

* The report on "Common Prosperity" in

Zhejiang omits the compliance costs for
private firms forced into these
demonstration projects.

* While praising NEV sales, the network

ignores the overcapacity issues and
"price wars" that are decimating smaller
Chinese auto manufacturers.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Desperate Infrastructure: The "10G"

Distraction

The aggressive promotion of 10G optical
networks and 6G pilot zones may be a
"Potemkin village" strategy to mask a
slowdown in the traditional property and
construction sectors. By directing state
capital toward ultra-high-tech communication,
the government may be trying to absorb
surplus industrial capacity and create an
illusion of momentum while the underlying
economy struggles with the
"Internal Scroll."

consumer

Black Swan: The Hormuz "Mistake"

While the broadcast frames the Hormuz
standoff as a calculated move by Iran, the
"Black Swan" event would be a miscalculated
drone strike or naval collision by a low-level
commander that triggers a full-scale kinetic
conflict. Given the reported "mental health
crisis" and poor living conditions on U.S.
ships, the probability of human error on the
front lines is at an all-time high, which could
instantly destroy global energy markets
regardless of bypass pipelines.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Prepare for a protracted energy
blockade in the Middle East; prioritize
non-Hormuz oil imports and biomass
energy development.

* Monitor Russian island activity as a
precursor to a broader tactical alignment
against Japan in the Pacific.

* Expand Algorithm-Governance models to
other sectors to pre-empt social instability
caused by Al-driven automation.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against further tantalum and tin
price volatility as Al infrastructure
expansion accelerates.

* Shift supply chain focus toward the 10G
and 5G-A pilot zones in Chongqging and
Tianjin, where industrial efficiency is being
artificially = boosted by  state-backed
infrastructure.

* Assess the regulatory risk for property
management and platform companies as
the "Double Disclosure" and "Break the
Scroll" models become national standards.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day's policy focus was on "systemic
governance" of food safety, algorithm ethics,
and the formalization of the 15th Five-Year



Plan objectives for emergency equipment and
ecological standards.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Property Management Ordinance
Revision: A nationwide effort by the
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development to mandate financial
transparency and service standards in

property management. Property
Ordinance.

o Algorithm Transparency Act
(implied): The formalization of
algorithm filing and "consultative
governance" mechanisms for delivery

platforms. Algorithm ethics.

o Emergency Equipment Development
Plan 2030: A strategic roadmap for
building a 1.4 trillion RMB safety
industry integrated with AI. Emergency
2030.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o State Council Press Conference on
Beautiful China: Focused on achieving
a PM2.5 target of 27 micrograms by
2030 and improving water quality. Eco-
presser.

o Platform Economy "Break the Scroll”
Dialogue: A tri-city negotiation in
Beijing and Shanghai on rider safety and

merchant costs. Platform dialogue.

KEY STORIES

* Zhejiang Common Prosperity
Demonstration Zone: The province has
significantly narrowed the urban-rural gap,
with rural income reaching 27,000 RMB in
the first half of the year. Zhejiang

prosperity.

USS Abraham Lincoln Morale Crisis:
U.S. sailors report "non-operational toilets,
moldy showers, and food shortages" while
deployed for over 200 days. Lincoln carrier
issues.

Hormuz Strait Blockade: Iran asserts
total control, with oil transit volume falling
by 80% since February. Hormuz blockade.

Colombia Earthquake: A 7.5 magnitude
earthquake has killed at least 265 people
and left 377 missing, leading to an
economic state of emergency. Colombia

tragedy.

6G and 10G Infrastructure Rollout:
China sets 2029 for 6G commercialization
and expands 10,000-megabit optical
network pilots. High-tech infrastructure.

Computing Metals Price Surge: Al
demand drives tantalum prices up 158%,
creating a new focus on resource security.

Computing metals.

Henan and Hubei Flood Rescue:
Emergency evacuation of Nihewa flood
storage area and deployment of 5,200

pumps to save the corn crop. Flood
response.

Putin Visit to Kuril Islands: First-ever
visit by a Russian president to the disputed
islands, triggering a diplomatic protest
from Japan. Putin island visit.

NEV Market Milestone: New energy
vehicles now represent over 60% of
monthly new car sales in China. NEV sales.

Yongjiang Laboratory Research
"Runners"”: A new model of cross-border
talent teams helps bridge the gap between
lab research and industrial application.

Yongjiang Lab.
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* Lianyungang-Yizheng Oil Pipeline:
Successful commissioning of a 143.8 km
million-ton crude oil pipeline to optimize
energy security in East China. Qil pipeline.

* Humanoid Robot World Games: Over
2,000 robots compete in Beijing to
demonstrate advancements in autonomous
labor and emergency rescue. Robot games.

* Jiang Zemin Retrospective: State media
highlights his contributions to the WTO
entry, rule of law, and the 1990s focus on
high-tech development. Jiang legacy.

* UK Rail Accident and Heatwave: 11
injured in a derailment in East Sussex amid
record-breaking summer heat in the UK.
UK crisis.

* Elephant Population Growth: Wild Asian
elephant Yunnan have
increased to nearly 400, showing success in
ecological protection. Elephant
conservation.

* C919 International Flight: First
international commercial route for the
C919 aircraft, flying from Beijing to
Ulaanbaatar. C919 international.

* Food Additive Crackdown: Market
regulators have fined companies 145
million RMB for the illegal use of food
additives. Food safety.

* Zambia General Election: President
Hichilema seeks re-election as the country
undergoes a critical democratic test.
Zambia election.

numbers in

* Property Management Fees "Double
Disclosure": A new policy requiring
property firms to publicize income and
expenditure to reduce social disputes.

Property transparency.

* Perseid Meteor Shower: The summer

astronomical event is captured across
China, providing a positive cultural
narrative. Meteor shower.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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