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AFGHANISTAN PROJECTS A
NARRATIVE OF CONSOLIDATION

AND REGIONAL ECONOMIC
INTEGRATION ON THE FIFTH

ANNIVERSARY OF THE ISLAMIC
EMIRATE'S RETURN TO POWER.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August  13,  2026,  marks  the  lead-up  to  the

fifth  anniversary  of  the  Islamic  Emirate  of

Afghanistan's  (IEA)  takeover,  referred  to  as

"Assad  24"  (August  14).  The  state-aligned

media  apparatus  is  heavily  focused  on  a

"victory narrative," framing the 2021 collapse

of  the  Western-backed  government  as  the

definitive  end  of  a  20-year  "foreign  military

presence" and the birth of a unified, sovereign

Islamic system commemorated annually. This

ideological  messaging  is  coupled  with  a

concerted  effort  to  demonstrate  governance

maturity  through  high-profile  economic

announcements,  including  massive

investments in  critical infrastructure and the

modernization of the financial sector through

digital payment platforms launched in Kabul.

Strategically,  the  IEA  is  pivoting  toward

regional  pragmatism,  specifically  deepening

ties  with  Iran  to  offset  Western  isolation.  A

high-level  Iranian  agricultural  delegation’s

visit to Kabul highlights a growing  economic

axis focused  on  food  security  and  trade

facilitation.  Simultaneously,  the  regime  is

adopting an increasingly aggressive rhetorical

stance  against  Pakistan,  responding  to

accusations  of  "befriending  infidels"  by

casting the Pakistani  military  as  a  flattering

proxy for  foreign  interests.  This  duality—

internal consolidation and regional economic

alignment—suggests a leadership confident in

its  domestic  stability  but  wary  of  regional

competitors  attempting  to  undermine  its

religious legitimacy.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Five-Year  Anniversary  of  the

"Conquest of Kabul" (Assad 24)

The  Ministry  of  Interior  and  Ministry  of

Defense held special programs to celebrate

the  fifth anniversary of the foreign forces'

exit.

Public  displays,  including  wall  paintings

and billboards, were erected across major

cities like Herat and Jalalabad to mark the

"day of victory."

Military  leaders  emphasized  that  the

system was achieved through the  blood of

martyrs and  requires  continued  sacrifice

for protection.

Strategic Economic Infrastructure

Expansion

The  Ministry  of  Mines  and  Petroleum

announced a $775 million investment in six

major  cement  factories  across  Kabul,

Herat,  Logar,  Parwan,  Jawzjan,  and

Samangan.

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_093000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000


Construction is underway to increase daily

production  to  16,750  tons,  aiming  for

national  self-sufficiency  in  construction

materials.

The  project  is  expected  to  create  2,500

direct and indirect jobs.

Deepening  Afghanistan-Iran

Economic Ties

An  Iranian  delegation  led  by  Agriculture

Minister Gholam Reza Nouri visited Kabul

to  discuss  agriculture  and  livestock

potential.

Talks  included  joint  investments,

facilitating  transit through  the  Chabahar

port,  and  technical  cooperation  in  animal

health.

A  joint  trade  conference  focused  on

reducing  trade  costs and  easing  visa

processes for businessmen.

Financial Sector Modernization

Da  Afghanistan  Bank  (Central  Bank)

officially  launched  Visa  card  services to

facilitate digital payments and international

remittances.

The  platform  is  reportedly  active  in  40

provinces with  over  one  million  current

users.

Officials stated the system allows Afghans

abroad to  transfer  funds directly  into  the

country.

Heightened Tensions with Pakistan

IEA  officials  issued  sharp  rebukes  to  the

Pakistani  army  spokesperson,  accusing

Pakistan  of  having  a  history  of  "hand-

kissing  and  sycophancy" toward  non-

Muslim powers.

Despite rhetorical clashes, over 870 Afghan

prisoners were released from Pakistani jails

and  returned  through  the  Torkham  and

Spin Boldak crossings.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict  & Militarization: The IEA

continues to formalize its military structures,

graduating  51  personnel from  the  Abu

Ubaidah  University  after  completing

professional and military training. Leadership

messaging focused on the "Islamic Army" as a

guardian of values, with high-ranking officials

like Mufti Latifullah Hakimi urging forces to

protect the lives and property of the nation as

a "national value."

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics:

Afghanistan  is  actively  courting  regional

partners  while  maintaining  a  hostile  stance

toward  the  West.  The  Iranian  delegation's

presence signals a strategic move to integrate

Afghanistan into a regional economic bloc that

bypasses  Western  sanctions.  Meanwhile,  the

IEA’s  Ambassador  to  Indonesia,  Maulawi

Sadullah  Baloch,  visited  security  and

technology  exhibitions,  signaling  interest  in

diversifying  its  technological  and  security

partners beyond traditional neighbors.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Beyond cement

and banking, the IEA is pushing for increased

exports. For the first time, a shipment of  30

tons  of  mutton was  exported  from Herat  to

Iran. The Ministry of Industry and Commerce

is  prioritizing  regional  economic integration,

aiming  to  make  Afghanistan  a  transit  hub

connecting Central and South Asia.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The

Supreme Leader (Amir al-Mu'minin) issued a

message to university graduates, emphasizing

the high status of  teachers and the need to

reconcile  "religious  and  modern  sciences."
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This indicates a top-down effort to manage the

educational  sector  and  ensure  the  next

generation  of  civil  servants  is  ideologically

aligned with the Emirate’s vision.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Mythologizing  of  the  Victory: The

"Assad  24"  celebrations  are  not  merely

commemorative but are being used to build a

foundational  myth  for  the  state.  By  framing

the  takeover  as  a  miraculous  victory of

"limited resources against global powers," the

IEA  seeks  to  cement  its  legitimacy  as  a

divinely ordained government. This narrative

is pushed through poetry, radio programs, and

military parades, aimed at internal cohesion.

Technocratic  Adaptation: Despite  its

traditionalist  roots,  the  IEA  is  embracing

technocratic  tools  to  stabilize  the  economy.

The launch of  digital  banking cards and the

focus  on  smart  technologies during  the

Ambassador's visit  to Indonesia suggest that

the  regime  understands  that  long-term

survival requires a functioning, modern state

apparatus,  even  if  it  remains  ideologically

rigid.

Counter-Accusation  Diplomacy: A

significant  trend  is  the  IEA's  response  to

regional criticism. When the Pakistani military

accused the IEA of "friendship with infidels,"

the response was a sophisticated  reversal of

the  narrative,  accusing  Pakistan  of  being  a

historical  lackey  of  the  West.  This  suggests

the  IEA is  increasingly  willing  to  engage  in

ideological "info-war" to defend its reputation

within the global Muslim community.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  domestic  narrative  is  one  of  absolute

stability  and  "nationwide  security,"  a  claim

echoed by officials across multiple provinces

including  Badghis.  However,  the  heavy

emphasis on caring for the families of martyrs

and the continuous graduation of new military

units suggest a regime that remains on a war

footing,  perhaps  wary  of  internal  dissent  or

the remnants of the previous administration.

The government is  also addressing potential

social  friction  by  enforcing  decrees  against

"undesirable  customs" in  marriages  and

organizing  mass  weddings in  Panjshir  to

alleviate financial burdens on families, a move

designed  to  win  grassroots  support  in

historically resistant areas.

Panjshir  Outreach: The  Governor  of

Panjshir met with  charitable organizations

to  facilitate  marriages  for  impoverished

youth,  signaling  an  effort  to  build  social

capital.

Educational  Control: The  Ministry  of

Education distributed  laboratory kits to 10

provinces,  emphasizing  the  importance  of

"modern  sciences"  alongside  religious

studies,  likely  a  strategy  to  address  the

skills  gap  while  maintaining  ideological

oversight.

Counter-Narcotics: Deputy  Minister  for

Counter-Narcotics  Sheikh  Abdul  Rahman

Munir  described  security  forces  as

"servants of the people," linking security to

the  successful  suppression  of  the  drug

trade.

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_003000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_053000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_133000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_183000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260813_173000


EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The outside world is framed as a landscape of

both  defeated  enemies  and  potential

pragmatic  partners.  The  United  States  and

NATO  are  consistently  portrayed  as  failed

occupiers who  left  behind  "nothing  but

destruction,"  while  neighbors  like  Iran  are

presented  as  essential  economic

collaborators. The IEA is positioning itself not

as  an isolated pariah but  as  a  "cemetery  of

empires" that has earned the right to engage

on  its  own  terms.  The  visit  of  the  Afghan

ambassador to a security expo in Indonesia is

a  subtle  but  significant  attempt  to  project

statehood  and  interest  in  global  technology

trends.

Russia: Russian  investors  expressed

interest  in  reconstructing  power  plants,

while  Vladimir  Putin’s  threat  to  seize

European  vessels in  response  to  oil

sanctions was reported neutrally, reflecting

a shared status as a sanctioned entity.

Indonesia: Served  as  a  platform  for  the

IEA to explore  advanced security systems,

indicating a desire to modernize border and

internal security.

Lebanon: The  abolition  of  the  death

penalty was  reported  as  a  significant

regional  first,  though IEA commentary on

its own use of capital punishment remains

absent.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Afghan economy is portrayed as shifting

from  a  state  of  crisis  to  one  of  managed

growth  and  industrialization.  The  focus  on

cement production and  coal mining (2,000 to

3,000  tons  daily)  highlights  a  strategy  of

resource-led recovery.  However,  the reliance

on  Iranian imports and exports suggests that

the economy is highly vulnerable to regional

trade disruptions.

Key Economic Vectors

Currency  Stability: Exchange  rates  in

Kabul were reported at 65.24 Afghanis per

USD  (buy)  and  65.44  (sell),  showing  a

relatively stable rate compared to historical

volatility.

Industrial  Investment: $775  million

allocated  for  cement  factories across  six

provinces.

Agricultural Trade: First shipment of  30

tons  of  mutton to  Iran;  discussions  on

importing  chicks and fertile eggs to boost

domestic poultry production.

Resource  Extraction: Daily  coal

extraction  reaching  up  to  3,000  tons in

some  sectors,  intended  to  power  state

departments and drive revenue.

Digital  Finance: Launch  of  Visa  card

platform to  tap  into  the  global  Afghan

diaspora's remittances.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

No major cabinet-level purges were reported,

but  the  day's  events  highlighted  the

prominence  of  specific  technocratic  and

military leaders who are driving the Emirate's

current agenda.

Maulawi  Sadullah  Baloch: As

Ambassador  to  Indonesia,  he  is  emerging

as a key figure in technological diplomacy.

Maulawi Sadratham Asmani: The Deputy

Minister  for  Agriculture  is  the  primary

point  of  contact  for  the  Iranian economic

pivot.
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Mufti  Enayatullah  Khwarazmi: As  the

Ministry of Defense spokesperson, he is the

lead  voice in  the  rhetorical  conflict  with

Pakistan.

Sheikh  Nida  Mohammad  Nadim: The

Minister of Higher Education continues to

lead  the  ideological  alignment of  the

academic sector.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  priority  was  overwhelmingly

nationalistic.  The  5-year  anniversary  of  the

"Assad  24"  takeover  dominated  the

broadcasts,  often  presented  with  high-

production  value  segments  featuring

historical footage of the U.S. withdrawal and

"victory" poems. This was followed by stories

of economic progress, particularly the cement

factories  and  banking  developments,  to

provide  a  sense  of  forward  momentum.

Regional cooperation with Iran was the third-

tier  priority,  framed  as  a  "brotherly"  and

"pragmatic"  necessity.  Global  news,  such  as

the North Korean missile test or the Colombia

earthquake,  was  buried  at  the  end  of  the

bulletins,  likely  to  provide  a  veneer  of

international  awareness  without  detracting

from  the  domestic  triumph  narrative.

Conspicuously absent was any mention of the

ongoing  international  restrictions  on  female

education  or  the  lack  of  formal  diplomatic

recognition from the United Nations.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  transcripts  portray  a  world  divided

between  a  failed,  arrogant  West  and  a

resilient, pragmatic East/Region. The framing

of the U.S. as a defeated entity is central to

the IEA's current identity.

COUNTRIES

United  States: Portrayed  as  a  failed,

destructive  force.  IEA  reports  emphasize

that  the  U.S.  "left  behind  nothing  but

demolished  equipment"  and  failed  in  its

"nation-building" goals.

Pakistan: Framed  as  a  hypocritical  and

weak  neighbor.  Specifically,  the  military

regime  is  accused  of  "bowing  down" to

infidels  while  baselessly  accusing the IEA

of the same.

Iran: Portrayed  as  a  stable,  cooperative

partner.  The  relationship  is  described  as

having  "many  opportunities  for  growth"

despite differences in political systems.

Russia: Presented as a  pragmatic investor

and  a  fellow  victim  of  "European  piracy"

regarding ship seizures.

LEADERS

Amir  al-Mu'minin  (Haibatullah

Akhundzada): Portrayed  as  a  wise,

principled father figure whose decrees (like

Decree 17 on marriage) are solely for the

"welfare of the people."

Vladimir  Putin: Framed  as  a  strong

defender of  national  interests  against

"maritime theft."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The IEA is conducting a sophisticated multi-

front information campaign. Domestically, it is

using the  "Assad 24" anniversary to saturate

the  media  with  a  narrative  of  triumph  and

stability.  Externally,  it  is  using  official

channels  to  refute  Pakistani  claims of

harboring  militants,  instead  accusing

Islamabad  of  religious  hypocrisy.  The  state

media's reporting on the  Visa card launch is
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another  example  of  "narrative  seeding,"

intended  to  signal  to  the  international

community and the diaspora that the financial

system is recovering and safe for investment,

despite the reality of ongoing global banking

restrictions.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Rapprochement with Regional Powers:

The  IEA  will  likely  continue  to  trade

ideological  purity  for  regional  economic

survival,  with  Iran  becoming  its  primary

trade  outlet  if  tensions  with  Pakistan

escalate.

Military  Industrialization: The  visit  to

Indonesian security expos suggests the IEA

is seeking to acquire advanced surveillance

and  border  control  technology  to  tighten

internal control.

Economic  Self-Reliance  Strategy: The

heavy  investment  in  cement  and  mining

indicates  a  long-term  plan  to  survive

without Western aid by creating a localized

industrial base.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term  (1-4  Weeks): Expect  massive

public  celebrations  and  potential  security

crackdowns during the Assad 24 anniversary

window. Tensions with Pakistan may flare at

the border despite the prisoner release.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  Iranian

agriculture  deal  will  likely  result  in  a

noticeable  increase  in  livestock  and  meat

trade,  and the first  phase of  cement factory

construction  in  provinces  like  Logar  and

Herat will  be  used  as  propaganda  for  job

creation.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): If  the  digital

banking and  cement  initiatives  succeed,  the

IEA will achieve a level of economic resilience

that  makes  Western  sanctions  significantly

less effective, potentially leading to a de facto

regional recognition.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Escalation of Conflict with Pakistan: A

breakdown  in  diplomatic  relations  could

lead  to  border  closures  and  artillery

exchanges.  Triggers: Sharp  rhetorical

exchanges  like  the  recent  army

spokesperson  dispute;  Likelihood: High;

Impact: Severe  trade  disruption;

Mitigation: Use of regional mediators like

China or Qatar.

Economic  Over-Reliance  on  Iran:

Afghanistan becomes a satellite for Iranian

goods,  stifling  domestic  industrial  growth

outside of state projects.  Triggers: Failure

of  domestic  chick  and  egg  production; 

Likelihood: Medium;  Impact: Loss  of

economic  sovereignty;  Mitigation:

Diversifying  trade  through  Central  Asian

states.

Internal  Insurgency  Resurgence: The

high  focus  on  martyrs  and  military

protection may indicate underlying security

threats.  Triggers: High-profile  attacks

during  anniversary  celebrations;

Likelihood: Low  to  Medium;  Impact:

Undermining  the  "nationwide  security"

narrative;  Mitigation: Modernizing

security technologies.
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Financial System Isolation: Failure of the

Visa card platform to bypass international

banking  sanctions.  Triggers: Major

international  banks  refusing  to  process

transfers;  Likelihood: Medium;  Impact:

Stalling  the  digital  economy;  Mitigation:

Exploring  decentralized  or  regional  non-

SWIFT alternatives.

Food  Insecurity: Despite  agricultural

talks,  reliance on  meat and grain imports

remains a vulnerability. Triggers: Regional

drought  or  supply  chain  breaks;

Likelihood: Medium;  Impact: Social

unrest;  Mitigation: Accelerating  the

agricultural self-sufficiency plan.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not address the funding

sources for  the  $775  million  cement

investment,  which is  a massive sum for a

sanctioned government.

There  is  no  mention  of  the  status  of

female education beyond primary levels,

a key point of international contention.

The  humanitarian  crisis and  poverty

levels are omitted in favor of highlighting

industrial and agricultural "potential."

The exact  nature of the digital banking

platform and  how  it  interacts  with  the

global financial system remains vague and

unverified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Desperate Infrastructure: The $775 million

cement  announcement  may  be  a  "paper

project"  designed to  create  a  false  sense  of

investment and stability to lure actual foreign

capital, rather than a funded reality. If these

factories do not break ground, it would signal

a strategic failure of the Ministry of Mines.

The Iranian Trap: Iran’s engagement might

be a stalling tactic to keep Afghanistan stable

while  it  secures  its  own  water  and  border

interests, rather than a genuine effort to help

the Emirate develop. Once Tehran secures its

water  rights,  the  agricultural  "cooperation"

could evaporate. 

Black Swan: A massive

earthquake similar  to  the  one  in

Colombia hits the infrastructure-weak

regions  of  Afghanistan,  exposing  the

government's  inability  to  provide

disaster  relief  and  shattering  the

narrative of state competence.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Monitor  the  Iran-Afghanistan  agricultural

corridor as it may serve as a blueprint for

other regional actors (China, Uzbekistan) to

bypass international sanctions.

Assess  the  IEA's  interest  in  Indonesian

security  tech for  potential  human  rights

implications  of  advanced  surveillance

systems.

Prepare  for  potential  diplomatic  friction

between Kabul and Islamabad, as the IEA's

rhetorical  pushback indicates  a  lower

tolerance for Pakistani pressure.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Opportunity:  The  cement  industry in

Afghanistan is ripe for regional suppliers of

heavy  machinery  and  technical  expertise,

though regulatory risk remains extreme.
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Risk:  Supply  chains  through  Pakistan  are

highly  unstable;  the  move  toward  Iranian

ports (Chabahar) should be considered for

more reliable long-term logistics.

Digital  Finance:  The  Visa  card  initiative

could  open  small-scale  trade  and

remittance  channels,  but  compliance

officers should treat these as high-risk for

money laundering.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  the

enforcement of religious social orders and the

management of  domestic resources.  Decrees

from the Supreme Leader were highlighted as

the  primary  legal  framework for  societal

reform.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED: Decree

No.  17:  Regulates  marriage  customs,

banning  high  costs  and  "undesirable

traditions" to facilitate  social  stability and

marriage for the youth.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED: Decree

on Running Away from Home: Praised by

scholars  in  Panjshir for  reducing  social

disputes and family fragmentation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: Assad 24

Commemoration  Program:  Held  at  the

General Directorate of Radio, serving as a

platform for Interior and Defense officials

to  define  the  "national  values"  of  the

current system.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS: Visa

Card  Launch  Ceremony:  Central  Bank

officials held a press event to unveil digital

services, framing it as a major step toward

financial sovereignty.

KEY STORIES

Fifth  Anniversary  of  "Assad  24":

Nationwide  celebrations  marking  the  end

of  foreign  military  presence  and  the  IEA

return to power.

Cement  Factory  Investments: $775

million  project  to  build  six  factories  in

Kabul, Herat, and other provinces.

Iranian  Agricultural  Visit: High-level

delegation  in  Kabul  discussing  joint

livestock ventures and trade facilitations.

Visa Card Launch: Da Afghanistan Bank

introduces  digital  payment  cards for

domestic and international use.

Rhetorical  Clash  with  Pakistan: IEA

officials  rebuking  the  Pakistani  army

spokesperson over religious accusations.

Prisoner Release: Over 870 Afghans freed

from Pakistani jails and returned home.

Military  Graduation: 51  personnel

graduate from Abu Ubaidah University with

specialized training.

Ghazni  Conquest  Anniversary: Local

celebrations in Ghazni marking the August

12, 2021 capture of the city.

Panjshir  Mass  Weddings: Charitable

initiatives  to  fund  weddings  for  youth  in

Panjshir.

Meat Export to Iran: 30-ton shipment of

mutton exported from Herat to Iran.

Coal  Extraction  Increase: State

companies  reporting  extraction  of  up  to

3,000 tons of coal daily.

Russian  Investment  in  Power: Russian

firms  exploring  energy  infrastructure

reconstruction in Afghanistan.

Badghis  Stability  Report: Cultural

officials reporting  "nationwide security" in

Badghis after the 2021 victory.
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Educational Kit Distribution: Laboratory

materials  sent  to  10  provinces to  boost

science education.

Indonesia  Security  Expo: Afghan

Ambassador  visiting  advanced  technology

exhibits in Jakarta.

Orphan  Care  Initiatives: Ministry  of

Education praising student achievement in

provincial orphanages.

Baghlan Traffic Accident: A vehicle crash

resulting in one death and one injury.

Flood Aid in Kunduz: Distribution of cash

aid to 250 flood-affected families.

Samangan Weapon Seizure: 12 pieces of

heavy and light weaponry confiscated from

irresponsible groups.

Lebanon  Abolishes  Death  Penalty:

Reporting  on  Lebanon  becoming  the  first

Middle  Eastern  nation to  end  capital

punishment.

North Korea Rocket Test: Reporting on a

missile landing near Japan.

Colombia  Earthquake: 7.4  magnitude

quake causing significant damage.

Russian  Oil  Sanctions  Dispute: Putin

threatening  to  seize  European  ships over

"maritime piracy."

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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