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THE TALIBAN STATE (IEA): STRATEGIC PERMANENCE, REGIONAL INTEGRATION

t t L ' ;
L FIFTH ANNIVERSARY: NARRATIVE CONSOLIDATION & ‘VICTORY’ CELEBRATIONS

TRANSITION FROM ‘OCCUPATION’ TO ‘UNPRECEDENTED INTERNAL SECURITY & SOVEREIGNTY"

Focus on ‘Independence and Victory'
theme, demanding public loyalty to
defend the Islamic system.

PILLAR 1: PILLAR 2:

DOMESTIC CONSOLIDATION & EXTERNAL PIVOT &
IDEOLOGICAL PURIFICATION REGIONAL INTEGRATION

MILITARY MODERNIZATION
& FORMALIZATION

GEOPOLITICAL FRACTURE
& SHARP ESCALATION

Formal army of 150,000 Signaling a 'pivo't to the
personnel, expanding. RUSSIAN ALLIANCE FOR neighbors’.
Specialized training in artillery TECHNICAL SUSTAINMENT: Focus on direct bilateralism
& intelligence. Agreement for equipment with regional powers (Iran,
Shift from guerrilla to standing repair & expansion, aiming Russia, Central Asia) over
conventional force. for independence from global recognition.
Western hardware.

IDEOLOGICAL OVERSIGHT DEEPENING TIES
& EDUCATION WITH IRAN
—@"'
Leader'sdi I~
i:;':;ﬁ'{;:n f: l:;;u;tr::t& 4 High-level trade conference on
. Pri 8 " food security, agriculture, and
professors: Primacy of Islamic } oint investment
Sckeregvermdeimselciicas CONSTRUCTIVE PARTNERS |  HOSTILE ‘MERCENARY’ Strategy to mitigate sanctions
Indoctrination of the next . 4, 2 resionaltrade el
generation to prevent secular (Russia, Iran): STATE (Pakistan): - via regional trade clusters.
challenge. Framed as principled Accused of being a corrupt ‘hired
and necessary allies army’ supporting ISIS-K and
respecting sovereignty. destabilizing Afghanistan. ECONOMIC ‘REGIONALIZATION'

FINANCIAL MODERNIZATION Openverbal hostity and
% DIGITAL BYPASS O ot ot & SELF-SUFFICIENCY

INFORMATION WARFARE: “
Aggressive counter-narrative

Launch of ‘Visa Card Hasabi’ labeling Pakistan as primary Reported growth in domestic
digital system by central bank. state sponsor of ISIS. production (over 200 items).
Aiming for domestic financial b 1 Focus on ‘economic security’ and
loop & circumventing international ‘food sovereignty’. 1000MW
(SWIFT-based) sanctions. energy deal with Azizi Group.

MAJOR TRENDS, RISKS & FUTURE OUTLOOK

; —
” THE ‘GRAVEYARD OF RISK: DIRECT RISK: ISIS-K LONG-TERM STRATEGIC
EMPIRES’ MYTH BORDER CONFLICT RESURGENCE FORESIGHT

"

Foundational myth for state High likelihood of increased Externalizing threat (blaming Structural transformation into a
legitimacy. Positioning IEA as skirmishes or targeted strikes Pakistan) may lead to internal permanent clerical-technocratic
successful resistance model against Pakistani assets due to complacency, risking major hybrid state.
against global superpowers to explicit warnings. attacks. Prospects for Western-aligned
silence internal dissent. model effectively zero if regional
integration succeeds.

CONCLUSION: The IEA is projecting an image of a maturing, functional state, institutionalizing governance and seeking to redefine
the regional security architecture on its own terms, no longer in ‘survival mode’ but actively building specialized infrastructure.
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THE TALIBAN STATE PROJECTS
STRATEGIC PERMANENCE AND
REGIONAL INTEGRATION AMIDST
SHARP ESCALATION WITH
PAKISTAN

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 14, 2026, marks a pivotal moment of
narrative consolidation for the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) as it celebrates
the fifth anniversary of its return to power.
The day's broadcasts are dominated by a
carefully orchestrated theme of
"Independence and Victory," emphasizing the
transition from a 20-year "occupation" to a
period of unprecedented internal security
and sovereignty. The
leveraging these celebrations to project an
image of a functional, maturing state that has
successfully survived international isolation
and is now actively building specialized
military and infrastructure.
However, beneath the triumphalism lies a
significant and dangerous geopolitical shift:
Kabul has moved from a position of strained
cooperation with Pakistan to one of open
verbal hostility, accusing the Pakistani military
apparatus of being a "mercenary" force and

administration is

economic

an instigator of regional terrorism, specifically
linked to ISIS.

Strategically, the IEA is signaling a "pivot to
the neighbors," deepening economic ties with
Iran and technical military cooperation with
Russia. The of military-
technical agreements with Moscow to
modernize Afghan equipment suggests a long-
term shift away from Western hardware
toward a sustainment model supported by
regional rivals of the United States.
Domestically, the regime is focusing on
"ideological purification" of its educated class,
as evidenced by the Supreme Leader’s direct
address to wuniversity graduates, while
simultaneously attempting to modernize the
financial sector through the launch of digital
payment systems to
international banking
convergence of these events depicts a regime
that is no longer in "survival mode" but is
instead institutionalizing its governance and
seeking to redefine the regional security
architecture on its own terms.

announcement

circumvent
sanctions. The

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Fifth Anniversary of the Fall of Kabul:
Nationwide celebrations and "Victory"
events were held in Logar, Badghis, Balkh,
and Kabul, framing the date as a turning
point in contemporary Afghan history.
Officials used these events to demand
public loyalty and emphasize the "common
responsibility" to defend the Islamic
system.
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* Military Modernization and Russian
Alliance: Defense Minister Mullah Yaqoob
announced a strategic agreement with
Russia for the repair and expansion of
military equipment, signaling a major move
toward regional security integration and
technological independence from Western
support.

* Escalation of Hostilities with Pakistan:
Kabul issued a stern warning against
"aggression" and directly accused the
Pakistani military of supporting ISIS-K and
other "destructive" elements to destabilize
Afghanistan, marking a low point in
bilateral relations.

* Deepening Economic Integration with
Iran: A high-level trade conference in
Kabul with Iranian officials focused on food
security, agriculture, and joint investment,
highlighting the IEA’s strategy to mitigate
the impact of global sanctions through
regional trade clusters.

* Launch of Domestic Digital Financial
Infrastructure: The central bank (Da
Afghanistan Bank) launched the "Visa Card
Hasabi" system to expand digital services, a
critical step in building a domestic financial
loop independent of global SWIFT-based

networks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The state
has formalized its military structure, now
claiming an army of 150,000 personnel, with
plans for further expansion. Training has
become increasingly specialized, with 200
soldiers recently graduating in artillery and
intelligence disciplines. The messaging has
shifted from guerrilla tactics to the
"protection of borders" and the maintenance
of a standing conventional force.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Foreign Minister
Amir Khan Muttaqgi claims that over 40
Afghan embassies and consulates are active
globally, arguing that the IEA has fulfilled all
criteria for official recognition. The regime
is weaponizing the narrative of "failed US
nation-building" to justify its current political
model, while maintaining "direct and indirect"
contact with Washington regarding the
normalization of relations.

Information Warfare & Disinformation: A
sophisticated "mirror" strategy is in play
regarding terrorism. While the international
community often points to Afghanistan as a
source of instability, the IEA has launched an
aggressive counter-narrative labeling
Pakistan as the primary state sponsor of ISIS.
This seeks to delegitimize Pakistani security
claims and position the IEA as the true
bulwark against regional extremism.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance: The
Supreme Leader (Amir al-Mu'minin) is taking
a more active role in ideological oversight,
issuing detailed Kabul
University graduates and professors on the
primacy of Islamic science over "modern
sciences," though  acknowledging the
"necessity" of the latter for
development.

instructions to

national

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Graveyard of Empires" as a
Foundation of State Identity The regime
has successfully transitioned from using the
"Graveyard of Empires" as a wartime slogan
to using it as a foundational myth for state
legitimacy. By framing August 15 (24 Asad) as
a "victory for the Islamic Ummah," the IEA is
seeking to transcend ethnic and national
boundaries, positioning itself as a successful
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model f resistan against  global
superpowers. This narrative is being used to
silence internal dissent by equating opposition
to the regime with "support for foreign
occupiers."

Regional Pragmatism over Global
Recognition There is a clear trend of
bypassing the United Nations and Western
diplomatic channels in favor of direct
bilateralism with regional powers. The IEA is
calculating that if it can secure trade and
security guarantees from Russia, Iran, and
Central Asian neighbors, it can survive
indefinitely without Western recognition. The
focus on transit and economic corridors with
Iran and Uzbekistan is intended to make
Afghanistan "too useful to ignore" for regional
economic stability.

Ideological Consolidation of the
Technocratic Class The regime is deeply
concerned with the "intellectual" and "moral"
purity of the next generation of civil servants.

The emphasis on ideological training for
university students suggests a long-term plan

to ensure that even those trained in modern
professions (engineering, medicine, law) are
thoroughly indoctrinated. This is a strategic
move to prevent the emergence of a secular-
leaning middle class that could challenge the
clerical leadership in the future.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Domestic stability is currently maintained
through a combination of security
saturation and the distribution of "victory"
dividends. The regime highlights the
reconstruction of 500km of roads in Kabul and
the clearing of "corruption" as evidence of its
governance mandate. However, the heavy
focus on the rights of orphans and families

of martyrs of the "Jihad" suggests a
substantial social burden that the state must
continue to fund to maintain the loyalty of its
core fighter base in Logar and beyond.

e Urban
Survival: The

Regulation vs. Economic
Kabul  municipality's
aggressive crackdown on street vendors
and "unorganized" commerce indicates a
desire for urban modernization that may
clash with the survival needs of the
impoverished urban population.

* Ideological Friction: While the Supreme
Leader demands strict adherence to
traditional curricula, the broadcast also
highlights the need for "modern sciences",
suggesting an ongoing internal debate on
the degree of pragmatism allowed within
the education system.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The IEA frames the international system as a
fracturing multipolar arena where Western
influence is in terminal decline. The West is
portrayed as "hypocritical" and "defeated,"
while Russia and Iran are framed as
"constructive partners" who respect Afghan
The antagonistic posture
toward Pakistan is a significant shift, moving
from the historical ‘strategic depth"
relationship to one where Kabul views
Islamabad as a destabilizing threat. This
allows the IEA to assert a fiercely independent
nationalist identity that rejects all foreign
influence, including that of its erstwhile
patrons.

sovereignty.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Afghan economy is undergoing a
"regionalization" process. Despite  the
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complete commercial break with Pakistan in
some sectors, the IEA is reporting growth in
domestic production, claiming the number of
locally produced items has increased from
38 to over 200. The administration is focused
on "economic security" and "food sovereignty"
as its primary metrics of success.

Key Economic Vectors:

* Trade and Investment: Negotiations with
Iran focused on joint agricultural ventures

and facilitating business visas to boost

capital flows between the two nations.

* Energy and Infrastructure: A massive
1000MW _electricity production contract
was reportedly signed with the Azizi Group,
aimed at reducing dependency on imported
energy.

* Financial Technology: The launch of the
"Hasabi" card system targets 1 million
current users, intending to digitize the
economy and facilitate domestic money
transfers without relying on international
correspondent banks.

* Resource Extraction: Continued focus on

the legal extraction of minerals as the

backbone of national revenue in the coming
decade.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reports show a high degree of
factional cohesion centered around the
triumvirate of Defense, Interior, and Foreign

Affairs, all under the shadow of the Supreme
Leader.

* Mullah Mohammad Yaqoob Mujahid
(Defense Minister): Emerging as the
primary face of military modernization
and the chief antagonist of Pakistan. His
prominent interview signals his role as a

"stabilizer" of the regime’s security
apparatus against external threats.
* Mawlawi Mohammad Nabi Omari

(Deputy Interior Minister): Acting as the
ideological enforcer within the security
services, stressing
leadership"” and "good behavior with the
people" to ensure internal order.

* Amir Khan Muttaqi (Foreign Minister):
Continues to lead the regional
normalization strategy, effectively
utilizing international media (BBC) to
present a "reasonable" face to the global

community while making no concessions on

core ideological pillars.

"obedience to

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The editorial hierarchy is strictly
nationalistic and triumphalist. The lead
stories are almost exclusively focused on the
5th anniversary of "Victory" (24 Asad),
emphasizing popular support and "divine
blessing." Buried stories include the
catastrophic 7.4 earthquake in Colombia and
Vladimir Putin’s threats against European
shipping, used primarily to demonstrate that
the rest of the world is chaotic while
Afghanistan is stable. There is a conspicuous
omission of any reporting on the status of
women’s education or secondary schooling,
which remains a massive point of
international contention, as well as any detail
on the "internal" security challenges posed by
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the very ISIS groups they accuse Pakistan of
supporting.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts present a world where the
"old order" is collapsing and the IEA is at the
vanguard of a new, principled "Islamic
sovereignty."

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Pakistan: Portrayed as a "hostile,
mercenary" state. The Pakistani military is
characterized as inept and corrupt,
serving foreign interests rather than its
own people. Quotes from Afghan officials
describe the Pakistani regime as a "hired

army" that supports "infidels."

Russia / Vladimir Putin: Framed as a
principled and powerful partner. Putin
is shown as a strong leader who stands up
to "piracy and looting" by European nations
in the maritime domain, mirroring the IEA's
own narrative of resistance against the
West.

e Iran: Depicted as a pragmatic and
necessary ally. Despite historical tensions,
the current framing focuses entirely on
mutual economic benefit and the shared
goal of regional food security and trade
facilitation.

United States: Characterized as a failed
and guilty power. The US is framed as
having a "sense of guilt" over its 20-year
failure to achieve anything in Afghanistan,
having eventually "fled" and "destroyed its
own equipment" in a display of spite.

* Lebanon: Surprisingly framed as
progressive for being the first Middle
Eastern country to abolish the death
penalty, a rare instance of the IEA media
praising a liberal legal reform, possibly to
signal its own "nuance" in international
reporting.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* ISIS / Daesh: Framed not as an indigenous
threat, but as a foreign tool used by
Pakistan to justify continued "interference"
in Afghan affairs and to project instability.

* Azizi Group: Framed as a patriotic
corporate partner, essential for the
nation's energy independence through its

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The day’s media cycle is a psychological
operation aimed at both domestic and
international audiences. Domestically, the use
of poetry, "victory" murals in Parwan, and
televised graduation ceremonies are designed
to create a sense of inevitability and
permanence for the Islamic Emirate.
Internationally, the IEA is "seeding" the
narrative that Pakistan is the true rogue
state in the region. By accusing Pakistan of
supporting ISIS, the IEA is attempting to flip
the traditional counter-terrorism script used
by Western intelligence agencies. This is a
deliberate attempt to confuse the "meta-
narrative" regarding regional security and to
weaken international support for Islamabad.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Direct Border Conflict with Pakistan:
Given the Defense Minister's explicit
warnings of a "measured and calculated"
response to aggression, there is a high
likelihood of increased border skirmishes
or targeted strikes against suspected
Pakistani-linked assets within the next six
months.

Russian-Afghan Security Pact: The
agreement to modernize military
equipment with Russian help is a precursor
to a more formal security relationship.
Expect Russian technicians and potentially
"private" security consultants to increase
their presence in Kabul.

* Financial Decoupling: If the "Hasabi"
card system is successful, the IEA will
likely mandate its use for all government
salaries and local trade, further insulating
the domestic economy from international
banking sanctions.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a wave of
nationalist fervor following the  5th-
anniversary celebrations, potentially used to
launch a new domestic "cleanup" operation
against remaining criminal cells or pockets of
resistance, framed as "protecting the victory."

Medium Term (1-6 Months): A significant
diplomatic realignment in the region.
Afghanistan, Iran, and Russia may form a
"mini-bloc" focused on transit corridors (like
the Wakhan corridor or routes to the Persian
Gulf) that specifically bypasses Pakistani
territory.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
transformation of the Afghan state into a
permanent clerical-technocratic hybrid. If
the regime successfully manages its energy
projects and mineral extraction with regional
partners, the prospects for a return to a
Western-aligned democratic model will be
effectively zero for the next generation.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current trajectory suggests several high-
impact flashpoints that could destabilize
regional security.

* Regional Escalation (Pakistan-
Afghanistan): Miscalculation on the
border or a major terror attack in either
country attributed to the other could
trigger a limited interstate war. Triggers:
Border encroachments or drone strikes in
Afghan territory. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Extreme (Regional destabilization).
Mitigations: Third-party mediation by Qatar
or China.

* ISIS-K Resurgence: The IEA’s focus on

externalizing the ISIS threat (blaming
Pakistan) may lead to internal
complacency. Triggers: A major high-
profile attack in Kabul targeting the
leadership or foreign delegations.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High (Loss
of government mandate for security).
Mitigations: Intelligence sharing with
regional partners (Russia/Iran).
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* Economic Stagnation / Hyper-isolation:
Despite regional trade, the lack of access to
frozen assets and global capital could lead
to a slow-motion economic collapse if
regional partners pull back. Triggers:
Sudden shifts in Iranian or Russian foreign
policy. Likelihood: Low. Impact: High
(Social unrest). Mitigations: Rapid
development of the mining sector.

* Succession or Leadership Infighting:
While cohesive, the clash
between pragmatists (seeking trade) and
hardliners (seeking total ideological
isolation) remains. Triggers: Death of the
Supreme Leader or major policy failures.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: Moderate
(Fracturing of the security services).
Mitigations: Institutionalizing the Shura
council.

currently

Natural Disasters / Infrastructure
Failure: The regime's focus on "visible"
projects (roads) may come at the expense
of disaster preparedness (floods/
earthquakes). Triggers: A major seismic
event in the Hindu Kush. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (Humanitarian
crisis). Mitigations: Re-engaging with
international NGOs for disaster relief.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Internal ISIS-K Capability: The
broadcasts never mention the actual
ground strength of ISIS
Afghanistan, focusing only on its alleged
Pakistani  origin. A  complete risk
assessment requires unverified data on the
group’s internal recruitment.

within

* The Role of China: Surprisingly, China is
largely absent from the day's dominant
narratives, despite being a major investor.
This may indicate a stagnation in major
mining projects (like Mes Aynak) that the
IEA is choosing not to highlight.

* Secondary Education for Women: The
"elephant in the room" remains the total
ban on girls' secondary education, which
the media completely avoids, masking
potential internal societal pressure
from urban families.

* Details of the Russia Deal: The exact
nature of the quid pro quo for Russian
military assistance (e.g., intelligence,
bases, or mineral rights) remains opaque.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Stability" Hypothesis: The
intensive focus on 500km of road repairs and
digital payment cards may be a desperate
cover for a looming liquidity crisis. By
projecting "modernity" and ‘"order," the
regime is trying to lure back the Afghan
diaspora’s capital and convince regional
neighbors that they are a safe bet, despite an
increasingly hollowed-out central bank.

The "Pakistan Baiting" Strategy: The
aggressive rhetoric against Pakistan might be
a deliberate provocation designed to trigger
a Pakistani military overreaction. A Pakistani
strike would allow the IEA to mobilize a
restless population under the banner of
"defending the motherland," effectively
neutralizing any latent internal opposition.

Black Swan Event: A formal military
alliance between the IEA and Russia,
involving the stationing of Russian air assets
at Bagram to counter regional "terrorism"
(ISIS), which would effectively bring



Afghanistan back into the "New Cold War" as
a primary Russian client state.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Western powers must recalibrate
their counter-terrorism assessments; the
IEA's pivot to Russia for military
sustainment means Western leverage
through "parts and maintenance" is
officially dead.

Diplomatic: Monitor the "Hasabi" digital
system; if it becomes a model for other
sanctioned states, it could permanently
degrade the efficacy of global financial
sanctions.

Economic: Support regional trade
initiatives that include Afghanistan as a
transit hub, as these are the only
remaining levers to influence the
regime’s behavior regarding human rights.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: The shift toward Iranian
and Russian-led transit corridors through
Afghanistan should be factored into long-
term logistics planning for Central Asia.

Regulatory Compliance: Extreme caution
is advised regarding the new "Hasabi" card
system; using it may violate international
sanctions against the IEA, even if it
appears to be a legitimate "Visa-branded"
domestic entity.

Resource Security: Investors in regional
energy and minerals should watch the Azizi
Group's energy projects; success here
would signal a green light for other major
capital-intensive industrial investments in
Afghanistan.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative environment is currently
dominated by decrees from the Supreme
Leader and the implementation of long-term
economic development plans through the
Ministry of Industry and Trade.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o National Education Curriculum
Reform: Instructions from the Supreme
Leader to standardize Islamic ideological
training across all universities, intended
to harmonize modern vocational training
with clerical rule.

o Domestic Financial Services Act:
Authorization for the central bank to
launch digital card systems to bypass

international banking barriers.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Fifth Anniversary "Victory" Summits:
Series of high-level ministerial meetings
to review  5-year  progress in
infrastructure and security.

o Afghanistan-Iran Trade Summit:
Press event in Kabul formalizing

ricultural an ransi ration
agreements.

KEY STORIES

* Anniversary of the Conquest of Logar:
Residents celebrate the 5th anniversary of
the fall of Pul-e-Alam, marking it as the
gate through which the conquest of Kabul
was secured.

* Defense Minister's Security Briefing:

Mullah Yaqoob Mujahid details the
attainment of an army of 150,000 and
clarifies that the anniversary is not just a
celebration but the "start of a new
responsibility" for independence.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_090000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_103000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260814_153000

* Russian Military-Technical Agreement:
Detailed report on agreements with
Moscow to repair and modernize Afghan
army equipment, focusing on technical
sustainment.

Iran-Afghanistan Trade Conference:
High-level meetings between Kabul and
Tehran focusing on joint investments in
agriculture, food security, and visa
facilitation.

Accusations against Pakistan: Official
statements from the Defense and Foreign
Ministries linking the Pakistani military to
regional ISIS-K cells and warning of
counter-measures against "aggression."

Supreme Leader's Address to
Graduates: Message to 2 Kabul
University graduates emphasizing that

"honor and progress" are found only in the
religion of Allah, while instructing

professors to guide students' "moral and
scientific" development.
Kabul Infrastructure Milestone:

Municipality reports completing 500km of
new or repaired roads over the last five
years, including several major flyovers to
ease traffic congestion.

Visa Card Hasabi Launch: The central
bank and the "Hasabi" company launch a
digital payment system to integrate Afghan
banking with regional partners and digitize
internal cash flows.

Columbia Earthquake Coverage:
Reporting on the 7.4 magnitude earthquake
in Colombia, noting 265 confirmed dead
and 28,000 families affected, used as a
contrast to Afghan stability.

Putin Seizure Threats: Vladimir Putin
threatens to seize European vessels in
retaliation for the seizure of Russian oil
tankers, framed as "countering piracy."

* Lebanon Abolishes Death Penalty:
Coverage of Lebanon's legislative move to
officially abolish the death penalty and
replace it with life imprisonment.

Military Training Graduation: Ceremony
for 200 soldiers from the 113th "Abdullah
bin Masud" command, completing courses
in specialized electronic equipment and
artillery.

* Logar Orphan Outreach: Program to
distribute gifts and awards to children of
"martyrs" who died during the 20-year
conflict.

e Imran Khan Protests in Pakistan:
Reporting on PTI rters' demands for
the release of former PM Imran Khan,
highlighting the internal instability of the
Pakistani state.

* Kabul Greenery Project: Municipality
claims to have planted 1 million trees in the
capital to improve the urban environment
and combat pollution.

* 1000MW Electricity Deal: Announcement

of a massive energy project with the Azizi
Group to build power production capacity

within Afghanistan.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
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Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts

that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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