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P R OJ E C T

GLOBAL BRINKMANSHIP, ENERGY FRONTIERS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY: AN INTELLIGENCE SYNTHESIS

Western Hegemony &
Transactional Force

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

P M2

Multipolar Challenge

Y A 2
y & Eurasian Axis

US-Middle East Crisis

Petrobras Amapa Discovery: Critical
to replace pre-salt reserves, faces
Ibama licensing challenges.

Margem Equatorial Asset
Confirmation

Petrobras finds oil off Amapa;
$13B investment for energy
sovereignty through 2040s.

Election Integrity &

Al Regulation

TSE debates total Al bans in
campaigns following high-profile
deepfake incidents and strict
pre-campaign enforcement.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING
& EXTERNAL DYNAMICS

Eurasian Bloc:
Revisionist & Cohesive
(New Order, Strategic
Partnerships, Military
Mobilization)

US Hegemony:
Transactional
Destabilizing

(Threats, Bravado,

Military Leverage)

Brazil's Posture: Projecting power as energy
titan, navigating multipolar risks, maintainin
defensive stance on citizens detained abroad.

Brazil's diplomatic US-Oman tension
sidelining in Venezuela emoins autorampatic
in Venezuelu, distorsed cnimo secretarios

Economic Reality: Divergence & Volatility

« High interest rates strain small businesses

+ Agribusiness/Energy benefit from high
dollar; Casas Bahia judicial recovery
Stable Volatile highlights systemic stress
indicators micro-solvency

Trump Threats to Oman: Weaponized
diplomacy over maritime routes,
risking oil price spike.

Al & Election Anxiety

TSE Mobilizes: Regulating Al and
Identity fraud ahead of 2026
elections amidst crime wave.

US-Middle East

Security Crisis

Trump weaponizes force threat to

prevent shifting maritime axis in

Strait of Hormuz, oil prices soar.
\ Small businesses face record
insolvency due to high interest

> rates, highlighting K-shaped
recovery.

Retail Sector Volatility
& Economic Divide
Casas Bahia restructuring debt;

Critical Climate Events

& Resource Stress

Mato Grosso wildfires disrupt logistics;
Desertification threatens millions;
Biofuels expand as maritime solution.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting &
Institutional Decay
« STF suspends officials over

corruption
. Polltlcalljptarty power

Social Instability &
Public Safety

« High-tech identity fraud
erodes trust

« Urban crime utilizes deceptive
tactics; Elite impunity cases
spark outrage

« Deteriorating public
sentiment

consolidates -
* Reduced candidate numbers
signal higher barriers

INMENT & INFORMATION WA

Info Warfare: Deepfakes & Disinformation

FAKENEWS + Al weaponized for political destabilization
« Deepfakes bypass restrictions
« Scams exploit economic desperation to

harvest data

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RISKS & SCENARIOS

Short Term (1-4 Weeks):
US-Oman tension
Maranhao corruption arrests
Wildfire disruption

RISK ASSESSMENT

ic Political

Medium Term (1-6 Months):
TSE finalizes Al laws
Casas Bahia restructuring
Petrobras appraisal

Delegitimization | Logistical Collapse ol
(Extreme Impact) High Impact]

Border Insecurity with Venezuela
(High Impact)

n
(High Impact)

Long Term (1-5 Years):
razil energy shift
Global maritime order bifurcates
Al forces banking security redesign

CONTRARIAN SCENARIOS

Trump-Oman Black Swan:
Double Bluff? | Deepfake Coup?
(Coordinated theatre) | (Al trigqers sudden
collapse)

Petrobras
Stranded Asset?
(Discovery as theatrical
distraction)

RECOMMENDATIONS & IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector
* Accelerate surveillance integration
« Establish contingency fund for small businesses
« Leverage oil discovery for diplomatic role

For Private Sector/Investors
« Diversify logistical routes
« Update marketing for Al compliance
« Hedge with biofuels/ethanol

Report highlights a world defined by energy geopolitics, technological disruption,
and the rise of transactional statecraft amidst domestic fragility.
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BRAZIL'S ENERGY FRONTIER AND
THE GLOBAL RETURN OF
TRANSACTIONAL BRINKMANSHIP

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcast day of August 18, 2026, is
dominated by a major strategic pivot in
Brazil’s energy sector and the re-emergence
of aggressive U.S. unilateralism in the Middle
East. Petrobras confirmed a significant oil
discovery in the deep waters of the Amapa
coast, part of the controversial Margem
Equatorial region. This development is framed
as a critical necessity to replace declining pre-
salt reserves by the mid-2030s, positioning
Brazil to potentially become the fourth largest
producer globally. However, this domestic
industrial optimism is countered by internal
governance friction, as the company awaits
environmental licensing from Ibama amidst
heightening scrutiny of its operations in the
Amazon mouth.

Simultaneously, the geopolitical environment
is shifting toward high-stakes brinkmanship.
U.S. President Donald Trump has issued
public threats to bomb Oman, a long-standing
neutral ally, should the sultanate continue
bilateral maritime negotiations with Iran

regarding the Strait of Hormuz. This
transactional approach to diplomacy extends
to the Levant, where U.S. negotiators are
floating an optimistic 30-day timeline for the
disarmament of Hamas. These external
pressures coincide with a period of domestic
financial fragility in Brazil, characterized by
record levels of small business insolvency and
a high-interest-rate environment that is
straining the national retail sector,

exemplified by the restructuring of Casas
Bahia.

On the social and technological front, Brazil is
grappling with the maturation of information
warfare as it prepares for the 2026 general
elections. The Superior Electoral Court (TSE)
is mobilizing to regulate artificial intelligence
and "deepfake" content, following high-profile
instances of digital impersonation involving
political figures. This technological anxiety is
mirrored in a crime wave utilizing identity
fraud and deceptive tactics,
suggesting a deterioration in urban social
order and institutional trust as the election
cycle accelerates.

service

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Margem Equatorial Asset Confirmation:
Petrobras confirmed oil presence in a well
175 km off the coast of Amapda, but noted
further drilling is required to determine

commercial viability. The project envisions

15 wells and a $13 billion investment to

secure energy sovereignty through the
2040s.
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U.S.-Middle East Security Crisis: The
Trump administration has weaponized the
threat of military force against Oman to
prevent a shifting maritime axis in the
Strait of Hormuz. This aligns with Iranian
efforts to bypass international

leading to a spike in oil prices above $90
per barrel.

routes,

Election Integrity & AI Regulation: The
TSE has begun closed-door sessions to
decide on total or partial bans on Al-
generated content in campaigns. This
follows the removal of a Lula campaign
video for explicit vote solicitation during a
convention, signaling strict enforcement of
the new "pre-campaign" legal framework.

Retail Sector Volatility: Casas Bahia has
entered a judicial recovery process to
renegotiate 17 billion reais in debt. The
company’s closure of 300 "less profitable"
stores highlights a broader consolidation in
the Brazilian consumer market driven by
high credit costs.

Critical Climate Events: Mato Grosso is
facing a severe wildfire crisis with 535 fire
outbreaks in 24 hours, forcing the closure
of key highways like the BR-163 due to
smoke. This environmental instability is
compounded by reports of desertification
threatening 39 million Brazilians.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Russia and Ukraine continue to engage in
massive drone warfare, with Ukraine
reporting the interception of 111 drones

out of 147 launched by Russian forces.

e The

* The U.S. Navy has authorized $23 billion

for the mass production of Tomahawk

missiles, signaling preparation for a long-
duration conflict in the Middle East or Indo-
Pacific.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* The Supreme Federal Court (STF) ordered

the 180-day suspension of the President of
the Maranhao Court of Accounts, Daniel
Brandao, over his alleged involvement in a
2022 public fund
embezzlement.

The National Council of Justice (CNJ)
released a guide to clarify judicial salaries
in an effort to standardize remuneration
and curb the payment of unconstitutional
"penduricalhos" (perks) that exceed the
46,466 reai iling.

homici and

Geopolitical Competition

* Russia and North Korea have publicly

declared efforts to establish a "new and just

world order," with Moscow seeking to
mobilize 800,000 men for its military
efforts via strategic partnerships.

* Brazil remains diplomatically sidelined in

Venezuela, where Brazilian workers remain
detained in prisons under allegations of
illegal mining, with families accusing the
Venezuelan government of torture and

human rights abuses.

Energy & Critical Minerals

expansion of biofuels in Brazil,
including the first ethanol refueling of a
ship, is being leveraged as a solution for

hard-to-electrify sectors like

transport.

maritime
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* A significant drop in coffee exports (16%) is
attributed to U.S. tariffs and port logistics,
though record-high international prices
have maintained revenue.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Artificial

Intelligence

A central theme of the current cycle is the
transition of AI from a theoretical risk to an
active tool for political destabilization and
criminal enterprise. The use of "deepfakes" to
bypass campaign restrictions—evidenced by
the fake Bolsonaro video used by Flavio
Bolsonaro—demonstrates a lag in regulatory
capacity. In the private sector, criminals are
increasingly using facial recognition fraud to
hijack bank accounts. The state’s response is
reactionary, focusing on "bans" rather than
resilient verification infrastructure.

Fiscal Desperation Micro-

Enterprises

Among

While macro indicators like GDP and inflation
remain stable (1.98% and 5.02% respectively),
the micro-economic reality is far more
volatile. Over 9 million companies are in
arrears, with small businesses accounting for
95% of defaults. This suggests a "K-shaped"
recovery where large capital-intensive sectors
(like oil/agribusiness) thrive while labor-
intensive local businesses struggle with debt.
This economic divide is likely to be a primary
driver of voter sentiment in 2026.

The End of Neutrality in Maritime
Logistics

The U.S. threat against Oman signals the
death of "discreet mediation" in the Gulf.
Washington’s insistence on  controlling

maritime routes through the Strait of Hormuz,
countered by an Iran-Oman-Russia alignment,
effectively forces regional powers to pick a
side. This adds a permanent "geopolitical
premium" to global energy prices, affecting
inflation targets worldwide.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Institutional Decay

* The suspension of high-level officials like
Daniel Brandao suggests a corruption
purge or deep-seated factional warfare
within state-level audit courts, potentially
impacting the distribution of federal funds.

* The 2026 election is already witnessing a
reduction in candidates for the Chamber of
Deputies (from 9,477 to 7,620), signaling a
consolidation of political party power and a
higher barrier to entry for independent or
non-aligned actors.

Social Instability and Public Safety

* Public sentiment regarding safety is
deteriorating as "fake service providers"
successfully infiltrate condominiums using
high-tech ruses. This has led to calls for
increased surveillance and integrated
police technology, as promoted by SP
Governor Tarcisio de Freitas.

* The case of Ivo Coz, an elite financial
businessman accused of brutal domestic
violence, has sparked national outrage and
a debate on the impunity of wealthy elites,
highlighting social fissures between the
legal system and public expectations of
justice.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar
Hegemony

Challenge to U.S.

The international system is framed as a
fracturing arena where traditional alliances
are no longer guaranteed. The U.S. is
portrayed as a destabilizing actor even to its
allies, while the Russia-China-North Korea
axis projects an image of strategic cohesion.
Brazil is attempting to navigate this by
projecting power as an energy titan while
maintaining a defensive posture regarding its

citizenry detained abroad in Venezuela.

Transactional Statecraft

U.S. posture under Trump is strictly
transactional, wusing military threats as
leverage for trade or route control. This
"bravado" is seen in Washington’s bombing
threats and its 30-day "ultimatum" for Hamas
disarmament. Brazil’'s posture is more
legalistic, focusing on UN-level consensus and
environmental standard-setting to secure its

role in the global commodities market.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Brazilian
divergence between stable macro-projections
and deteriorating micro-level solvency. High
interest rates remain the primary structural
barrier for the 9 million companies currently
in debt, while the agribusiness and energy
sectors benefit from a high dollar (5.20 reais)
and rising commodity prices.

economy is showing a

Key Economic Vectors

* Relatorio Focus Projections: IPCA
inflation for 2026 held at 5.02%; GDP
growth projected at 1.98%; SELIC rate
target remains unspecified but elevated.

* Currency & Markets: Dollar closed down
0.36% at 5.20 reais; Bovespa fell 0.09%,
marking its tenth consecutive decline.

* Corporate Distress: Casas Bahia seeks
judicial recovery for 17 billion reais in
liabilities; small business debt total reaches
233 billi -

e Commodities: Brent crude oil exceeded 90

dollars per barrel; coffee revenue reached
14.5 billion dollars despite volume drops.

* Public Sector Finance: APEX Partners
debt approaches 1 billion reais following
the suspension of its former president,
Fernando Cinelli.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments and sudden
suspensions characterize the day’s personnel
shifts, reflecting an environment of intense

udicial and nolitical auditing.

* Daniel Brandao: Suspended from the
Maranhdo Court of Accounts by STF
Minister Flavio Dino; signals a high-level
purge in state-level financial oversight.

* Juan Pablo Segura: Appointed as U.S.
Assistant Secretary for Western

Hemisphere Affairs; known for past
criticisms of the STF, his appointment

signals a hardening U.S. stance toward the
Brazilian judiciary.

* José Mourinho: Re-appointed as Real
Madrid manager; a major cultural/sporting
shift aiming for brand
dominance.

immediate
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* Rodri: Transferred to Barcelona for 75.5
million euros; represents a significant
capital reallocation in the global sports
industry.

* Fernando Cinelli: Ousted from APEX
Partners following the blocking of assets

and discovery of financial inconsistencies
totalling 23 million reais.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network prioritized national energy
sovereignty and industrial progress, leading
with the Petrobras oil discovery. This was
presented with a tone of patriotic optimism,
slightly muted by the secondary coverage of
the Ibama licensing bottleneck. The second
tier of coverage focused on urban insecurity,
with significant airtime given to ‘'fear-
inducing" reports on high-tech burglaries and
the Coz domestic violence case. This
hierarchy suggests an editorial goal of
balancing "national strength" narratives with
"societal decay" warnings to maintain viewer
engagement.

Critically, the network  "buried" the
humanitarian crisis of Brazilian prisoners in
Venezuela, placing it late in the broadcast
despite allegations of torture. Conspicuous
omissions include a lack of detailed scientific
rebuttal to the Margem Equatorial drilling
and a complete absence of commentary on the
long-term fiscal impact of the U.S. Navy's $23
billion missile purchase on global inflation.
The tone remains objective yet increasingly
skeptical of Al's role in the democratic
process.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The global order is framed as a struggle
between established Western hegemony, led

by a transactional and aggressive U.S., and an
emerging Eurasian bloc seeking to dismantle

it. Brazil is positioned as a competent and
stable middle power attempting to assert
resource dominance while navigating the
risks of a chaotic multipolar environment.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as strong but
disruptive; a leader who prioritizes
American route control over traditional
alliances. Quote: "He told a TV network he
will attack Oman if the government tries to
interfere in negotiations."

* Lula: Framed as a principled defender of

national industry, though facing internal
party disciplinary actions from the TSE.

* Venezuela (Maduro Administration):
Portrayed as corrupt and hostile; a regime

that uses arbitrary detention and torture

against foreign workers.

Tarcisio de Freitas: Characterized as
competent and tech-savvy; a "law and

order" figure using surveillance technology

to stabilize a chaotic urban environment.

* Russia & North Korea: Framed as a
revisionist duo aiming to overturn the
Western order. Quote: "They are working to
establish a new and just world order."

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Petrobras: Framed as a pioneering global
leader in deep-water technology, essential
for Brazil’'s future wealth.
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* Hamas: Portrayed as a diminished force
facing an ultimatum; a group whose
disarmament is being dictated by external
powers.

* Casas Bahia: Portrayed as a struggling
giant of the old economy, forced into a

painful contraction by new financial

realities.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Deepfake Seeding: The PL (Liberal Party)
is accused of using Al-generated videos to
bypass judicial restrictions on Jair
Bolsonaro’s participation in the 2026

campaign, creating a narrative of presen

for a barred candidate.

Censorship vs. Regulation: The TSE’s
decision to remove Lula’s video for explicit
vote solicitation is a "shot across the bow"
to all parties, signaling that the regulatory
state will control the "meta-narrative" of
the pre-election period.

* Disinformation Scams: A proliferation of
fake Desenrola Brasil (debt relief) websites
is targeting the 9 million indebted
companies, exploiting economic
desperation to harvest personal data and
Pix payments.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Institutional Gridlock over Energy: The
friction between Petrobras and Ibama will
likely result in a judicialized standoff that
delays commercial oil extraction until the
late 2020s, potentially impacting investor
confidence in Brazil’s transition timeline.

* U.S. Pivot to Kinetic Escalation: Trump’s
threats toward Oman suggest that the U.S.
may soon seize Iranian assets or initiate
"freedom of navigation" strikes in the Strait
of Hormuz, forcing a  permanent
militarization of the route.

* Al-Driven Election Chaos: Despite TSE
regulations, "shadow campaigns" using
ntr. 1 fak on encrypted
platforms like WhatsApp and Telegram will
likely overwhelm judicial capacity during
the 2026 peak season.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an
outbreak of diplomatic tension between the
U.S. and Oman; potential arrests in the
Maranhdo corruption case; and intensified
wildfire containment efforts in Mato Grosso
that may disrupt national logistics.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The TSE will
finalize Al-specific campaign laws; Casas

Bahia will likely emerge from judicial recovery
as a smaller entity; and Petrobras will

complete its initial Margem Equatorial
appraisal, determining the next decade of

Brazilian fiscal policy.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Brazil’'s energy
center of gravity will shift from the Southeast
to the North/Northeast; the global maritime
order will bifurcate into protected blocs; and
Al-driven identity fraud will force a total
redesign of consumer banking security.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current environment presents a
convergence of environmental, technological,

and geopolitical flashpoints that could rapidly
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deteriorate the national
economic stability of Brazil.

security and

« Middle East Maritime Closure: Threat of
U.S. bombing in Oman. Triggers: Oman

formalizing a route deal with Iran.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High (Oil
>$120/bbl).  Mitigations:  International

mediation via UN Security Council.

* Domestic Political Delegitimization:
Deepfake chaos in the 2026 election.
Triggers: A viral fake video influencing a
major polling shift. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Extreme (Civil unrest). Mitigations:
Real-time fact-checking hubs integrated
into social platforms.

* Environmental-Logistical Collapse:
Uncontrolled wildfires in the Center-West.
Triggers: Low humidity (12-20%) persisting
into September. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Moderate (Supply chain delays).
Mitigations: Federal emergency

mobilization of military for firefighting.

Retail Systemic Contagion: Collapse of a
major retailer leading to banking stress.
Triggers: Casas Bahia liquidation rather
than recovery. Likelihood: Low. Impact:
High (Credit freeze). Mitigations: BNDES
liquidity support for the retail sector.

* Border Insecurity with Venezuela:
Escalation of the Brazilian detainee crisis.
Triggers: Evidence of Brazilian deaths in
Venezuelan custody. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High  (Diplomatic  rupture).
Mitigations: Itamaraty-led prisoner swap or
high-level mediation.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete risk assessment is hindered by
several unverified or omitted perspectives
from the day’s coverage.

* Margem Equatorial Ecology: The
broadcast lacked scientific data from
in nden nvironmental

regarding the impact of drilling on the

Great Amazon Reef system.

* Hamas Disarmament Feasibility: The
"30-day" disarmament negotiation timeline
is reported as a fact from a single U.S.
source, without corroboration from neutral
regional observers or Hamas itself.

* Oman’s Internal Defense: The military
counter-capacity of Oman and the potential
for a defensive pact with China/Russia to
counter U.S. threats was ignored.

* Cyber-Crime Origin: The location of the
hacking groups utilizing Brazilian identity
fraud (domestic vs. Eastern Europe/China)
remains unverified.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Petrobras "Stranded

Hypothesis

Asset"

The current discovery is a "theatrical" success
meant to distract from the reality that
Margem Equatorial oil will never reach full
production due to global energy transition
taxes and future judicial blocks. The "victory"
is a stalling tactic to maintain high share
prices during a period of environmental

regulatory tightening.

The Trump-Oman "Double Bluff"

The threat to bomb Oman is not a prelude to
war but a coordinated "theatre" with the
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Omani Sultan to allow the country to break
from Iran without appearing to yield to
Tehran's rivals. If true, this indicates a highly

sophisticated, covert diplomatic coordination

underneath the public bravado.
Black Swan Event: The "Deepfake" Coup

A perfectly timed, Al-generated video of a top

official resigning or announcing a military
mobilization triggers a bank run and stock
market crash on the eve of the 2026 election,
occurring so fast that the TSE cannot counter
it before irreversible damage is done.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Accelerate the integration of
regional surveillance (Smart Sampa/
Muralha Paulista) into a national facial
recognition database to counter the "fake
service provider" crime wave.

* Economic: Establish a contingency fund

for the 9 million indebted small businesses
to prevent a systemic labor market collapse
before 2027.

* Diplomatic: Use the oil discovery as
leverage to secure a seat at the Strait of

Hormuz security negotiations, positioning
Brazil as a neutral energy guarantor.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify logistical routes
through Brazil to avoid the wildfire-prone
Center-West corridor (BR-163) during the
Q3 period.

* Regulatory Compliance: Update all
digital marketing and customer outreach to
include cryptographic verification to
protect against being flagged by the TSE’s
anti-Al measures.

* Capital Allocation: Hedge against energy
volatility by increasing exposure to the
biofuels/ethanol market, which acts as a
domestic stabilizer against global oil
shocks.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative focus remains on electoral
integri and public sector salary
transparency. High-level judicial intervention
has defined the boundaries of campaigning

and environmental licensing.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o AI Campaign Regulation: Proposed
TSE resolution to mandate identification
or outright ban of deepfake content in
political advertising.

o Anti-Recidivism Proposals: Governor
Tarcisio de Freitas is advocating for

federal legislation to restrict parole and
custody releases for multi-time cell

phone thieves.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o TSE AI Summit: Closed-door meeting
of ministers to harmonize rules on digital
identity in the 2026 race.

o Petrobras-Lula Joint Announcement:
Press conference on the Navio Sonda off
the Amapa coast to signal political
backing for Margem Equatorial drilling.

o CNJ Salary Cartilha Launch: Public
presentation to defend judicial spending

while acknowledging the need to
"separate the wheat from the chaff."
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KEY STORIES

Petrobras Oil Discovery: Confirmation of
oil in the Foz do Amazonas; drilling to

continue for 20 days to assess
commerciality.
Trump Threatens Oman: Threat of

military action if Oman negotiates with Iran
over the Strait of Hormuz.

Casas Bahia Judicial Recovery: Retail
giant seeks to restructure debt; shuts 300
stores to avoid bankruptcy.

TSE AI Crackdown: Ministers meet to
decide punishments for deepfake use in the
2026 campaign.

Mato Grosso Wildfires: 535 fire hotspots
recorded; BR-163 highway blocked by
smoke.

Hamas Disarmament Ultimatum: U.S.

floats 30-day timeline for total disarmament

in Gaza.

Maranhao Court Suspension: Daniel

Branddo suspended by STF over homicide

and corruption investigations.

Small Business Debt Crisis: 9 million
companies in default; 233 billion reais total
debt.

Brazilian Prisoners in Venezuela: 14
Brazilians detained in Bolivar state;
allegations of torture and lack of legal
support.

Sao Paulo High-Tech Crime: Criminals
using facial recognition and fake service
identities to rob residents.

Corinthians Renewal: Memphis Depay
stays at Corinthians until 2028 after a $42
million debt negotiation.

Rodri Transfer: Barcelona signs Spanish
midfielder for 75.5 million euros.

Antarctic Plant Genome: Scientists map
DNA of Colobantus Quitensis to create
resilient crops.

Moro Leading in Parana: Polling shows
Sergio Moro with 37% of the vote for
Governor.

Lula Campaign Video Removal: TSE
orders deletion of clips with explicit vote
requests in Bahia.

Ebola in Congo: 2,100 dead in worst
idemi in history;
continental spread.

UN warns of

Antony Garotinho Ineligible: Public
Ministry seeks impugnation of his
candidacy for Rio Governor.

U.S. Navy Missile Deal: $23 billion for
10,000 Tomahawk missiles.

Indonésia Earthquake Victims: Death
toll rises to 68; horrific reports of hospital
births during tremors.

WWII Mine in Danube: Slovakian
authorities detonate exposed mine due to
record low water levels.

Sleep Medication Epidemic: 40% of
users taking pills without prescriptions in

Brazil.

India Marble Waste Tourism: Tons of
industrial marble lodo creating a "white
desert" attraction despite pollution.

Shakira in Colombia: Artist visits

earthquake-hit regions; pledges to build 10

schools.
Tarcisio Interview: Focus on Smart

Sampa, Sabesp privatizing, and maternal
health.

Malaria Progress: 14.8% reduction in
cases in Brazil thanks to tafenoquine
treatment.
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e Creche Camera Scandal: Mothers in SP
discover bathroom cameras in an infant

creche.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.


https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260818_080000
mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

