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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE LEVERAGES
FIFTH ANNIVERSARY

CELEBRATIONS TO SIGNAL
INDUSTRIAL MATURITY AND

BORDER AUTONOMY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  reporting  for  August  18,  2026,  is

dominated  by  the  fifth-anniversary

celebrations  of  the  Islamic  Emirate  of

Afghanistan (IEA) takeover, framed internally

as  the  "Day  of  Victory"  over  the  U.S.-led

occupation.  The  regime  is  utilizing  this

milestone  to  project  a  narrative  of

transitioned  governance,  moving  from  a

revolutionary  militant  force  to  a  stable,

industrializing state. Central to this projection

is  the  signing  of  a  major  agreement  to

establish  a  joint-stock  company  for

petroleum  production,  a  strategic  move

intended  to  reduce  chronic  dependency  on

imported  fuel  and  consolidate  the  private

sector  under  a  state-coordinated  umbrella

finance major development projects.

Simultaneously,  the  IEA  is  engaged  in  a

defensive  diplomatic  posture  regarding

regional  security.  Official  spokespersons  are

aggressively rejecting concerns raised by the

Collective  Security  Treaty  Organization

(CSTO)  regarding  border  instability,

specifically near Tajikistan. By asserting that

recent border clashes have been resolved and

that  the  IEA  maintains  "strict  control,"  the

administration seeks to delegitimize regional

anxieties  that  could  serve  as  a  pretext  for

foreign  intervention  no  cause  for  concern.

This is paired with an effort to diversify trade

and  diplomatic  relations,  highlighting

engagements  with  China,  Uzbekistan,  Qatar,

and Malaysia to bypass traditional reliance on

Pakistan, which is increasingly portrayed as a

volatile and uncooperative neighbor.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Establishment  of  National  Petroleum

Joint-Stock  Company: The  Economic

Commission,  led  by  Mullah  Abdul  Ghani

Baradar, signed an agreement to create a

joint-stock company involving the Chamber

of  Commerce  and Industry  to  fund large-

scale  infrastructure  and achieve  fuel  self-

sufficiency achieving self-sufficiency. 

The  initiative  seeks  to  consolidate

"scattered  capital"  from  the  private

sector  into  a  transparent,  legally

regulated  framework  for  large-scale

investment  power  of  a  joint-stock

company.

Regime  officials  claim  domestic  oil

production has reached 1,000 tons daily

from specific mines, with goals to reach

5,000 tons to cover 75-80% of  national

needs 80 percent self-sufficiency.
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Rejection  of  CSTO Security  Concerns:

Spokesman  Zabihullah  Mujahid  officially

dismissed  warnings  from  the  Russia-led

CSTO regarding threats along the Central

Asian borders, claiming Afghan soil will not

be  used  against  neighbors  rejected

concerns. 

Mujahid confirmed that recent "clashes"

near the Tajikistan border in Badakhshan

have been fully resolved  problems have

been resolved.

The  regime  is  emphasizing  "mutual

coordination"  with  neighboring  border

forces  to  project  the  image  of  a

responsible  regional  actor  mutual

coordination.

Strategic  Pivot  in  Trade  Routes:

Reporting highlights a deliberate shift away

from Pakistani transit routes in favor of the

"Wakhan  Corridor,"  the  Port  of  Chabahar

(Iran),  and Central  Asian links  alternative

routes. 

The Chamber of Commerce reported $5

billion in trade agreements signed with

India, Iran, and Central Asian states over

the  last  six  months  5  billion  dollar

contracts.

Total  annual  trade  is  estimated  at  $14

billion,  with  exports  nearing $2 billion,

marking a  significant  effort  to  stabilize

the  balance  of  payments  14  billion

dollars trade.

Large-Scale  Infrastructure  &  Public

Works  Projects: Extensive  coverage  was

given to road construction in the north and

electrification in the east. 

Five  major  electricity  projects  costing

377 million AFN were launched in Khost

province, aimed at serving up to 15,000

families 377 million AFN.

The Minister of Public Works conducted

inspections of  the "Ring Road" projects

in  Sar-e  Pol  and  Faryab,  emphasizing

technical  quality  and  adherence  to

timelines Ring Road project.

Judicial  and  Social  Normalization

Claims: The  Supreme  Court  released

statistics  claiming  to  have  resolved  1,189

cases  related  to  women's  Sharia  rights

(inheritance  and  property)  to  counter

international criticism 1,189 cases.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization The  IEA

continues to formalize its military structures,

celebrating the graduation of  246 personnel

from  the  "Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud"  training

center in infantry and artillery 246 personnel

graduated.  The  narrative  emphasizes  the

transition from a guerrilla force to a "unified

national army" capable of defending borders

without foreign financial support  not paid by

U.S. or NATO.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The administration

is  actively  seeking  "bilateral  respect"  and

recognition  through  economic  engagement.

High-profile  meetings  were  noted  with

Gambian envoys in Qatar  Gambia envoy and

Malaysian palm oil  industry leaders  palm oil

forum.  The  IEA  is  also  praising  China’s

potential  role  as  a  mediator  between  Kabul

and  Islamabad,  suggesting  a  preference  for
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Beijing's  regional  leadership  over  Western

involvement China can play a positive role.

Energy & Critical Minerals Energy security

is currently the top governance priority. The

approval  of  36  new  standards  for  food,

petroleum,  and  mining  products  by  the

Technical  Committee  of  the  Economic

Commission  signals  a  push  for  regulatory

maturity  to  attract  foreign  investment  36

standards approved.

Macroeconomics  &  Trade The  IEA  claims

the  Afghani  (AFN)  currency  remains  stable

compared  to  neighboring  currencies,

attributing this to strict central bank policies

and  the  move  toward  self-sufficiency  in

petroleum  stability  of  the Afghani.  However,

the  banking  sector  remains  a  critical

bottleneck, with experts noting that physical

cash  transport  is  still  required  for

international  trade due to ongoing sanctions

problems in banking system.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

From Jihad  to  Industrialization The  core

thematic shift in this day’s broadcasts is the

"professionalization" of the IEA. Rather than

focusing  solely  on  religious  purity,  the

leadership  is  now  emphasizing  technical

standards,  joint-stock  regulations,  and

infrastructure  metrics.  The  presence  of

senior  leaders  like  Mullah  Baradar  and

Sirajuddin Haqqani at industrial and medical

openings Haqqani opened hospital suggests a

deliberate effort to tie the regime's legitimacy

to  service  delivery  and  economic  growth

rather than just military conquest.

Regional  Connectivity  as  a  Defense

Mechanism Afghanistan is  positioning itself

as  the  "Heart  of  Asia"  transit  hub  to  make

itself  indispensable  to  regional  powers  like

China  and  Uzbekistan.  By  facilitating  trade

between  Central  and  South  Asia,  the  IEA

hopes to create a "security through economy"

shield,  where  neighboring  states  have  too

much invested in Afghan stability to support

opposition groups or impose harsh sanctions

regional connectivity.

Information  Sovereignty There  is  a

recurring  theme  of  rejecting  Western

"narratives." Whether it is dismissing the UN

as  a  "populist"  tool  of  the  former  occupiers

UN  as  a  populist  tool or  ignoring  CSTO

warnings,  the  IEA is  attempting to  build  an

information environment where only its  own

"ground  truths"—stability,  security,  and

growth—are valid. The use of "Asad 24" as a

permanent  holiday  is  a  key  pillar  of  this

narrative construction 24th Asad.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The  domestic  environment  is  portrayed  as

unprecedentedly secure, yet subtle indicators

of pressure remain.

Private Sector Integration: The regime is

putting  immense  pressure  on  the  private

sector  to  participate  in  state-led  "joint-

stock"  companies.  While  framed  as  a

"partnership,"  it  also  serves  as  a

mechanism  for  the  state  to  capture  and

control private capital to fund projects the

government  cannot  afford  due  to  frozen

assets scattered capital.
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Service  Delivery  Gaps: Despite  the

propaganda, reports from remote areas like

Panjshir  reveal  significant  dissatisfaction

with  basic  services,  particularly  a  lack  of

telecommunications  and  mobile  coverage,

which  prevents  residents  from

communicating  emergencies  lack  of

telecommunications.

Refugee  Reintegration: The  Ministry  of

Refugees  is  struggling  with  thousands  of

returnees  from  Pakistan  and  Iran.  The

reliance on NGOs and foreign aid for "cash

assistance"  and  "food  packages"

contradicts  the  narrative  of  total  self-

sufficiency returnees need assistance.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The IEA’s global posture is one of "selective

engagement."

Pakistan Tensions: The relationship with

Islamabad  is  at  a  low  point.  Analysts  on

state  media  openly  discuss  Pakistan’s

"excessive  demands"  and  suggest  that

Afghanistan’s new trade routes are a direct

response  to  Pakistan’s  "unreliability"  and

border  closures  Pakistan’s  logic-defying

claims.

China & Uzbekistan: These are currently

the IEA's most vital partners. The tripartite

meetings  in  Termez  and  the  push  for  a

Chinese  consulate  in  Balkh  Chinese

consulate  in  Balkh show  the  IEA  is

successfully  creating  a  Northern/Eastern

diplomatic bloc that bypasses the West.

The U.S. Shadow: The U.S. is consistently

framed  as  a  "sower  of  discord."  IEA

messaging  suggests  that  any  reports  of

ISIS  or  border  insecurity  are  "U.S.

propaganda" designed to prevent the world

from  recognizing  the  Emirate’s  success

U.S. belief in instability.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  Afghan  economy  is  in  a  state  of

"survivalist  transition,"  attempting  to  move

from an aid-dependent model  to a resource-

extraction and transit model.

Trade Volume: The Chamber of Commerce

cites $14 billion in annual trade, a massive

figure  for  a  sanctioned  economy,  though

how much  is  formal  vs.  informal  remains

unclear 14 billion dollars trade.

Petroleum  Vector: The  new  joint-stock

company is the centerpiece of the economic

strategy. The IEA aims to stop the outflow

of hard currency by producing fuel locally

reducing dependence on imported fuel.

Banking Obstacles: International trade is

hampered by the lack of SWIFT access and

banking recognition. This forces the IEA to

rely  on  barter  or  physical  cash  transfers,

increasing  costs  and  corruption  risks

physical transfer of money.

Currency  Stability: The  IEA  claims  the

AFN  is  more  stable  than  the  Pakistani

Rupee or Iranian Rial, which they use as a

metric for governance competence stability

of the Afghani.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

While  no  major  resignations  were  reported,

the  public  visibility  of  specific  figures
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indicates  a  stable  but  competitive  internal

hierarchy.

Mullah  Abdul  Ghani  Baradar: Firmly

established  as  the  economic  czar.  His

leadership of the new petroleum company

initiative  places  him at  the  center  of  the

regime's survival strategy Mr. Baradar said.

Sirajuddin  Haqqani: Increasingly  acting

as the face of "benevolent governance." His

appearances  at  hospital  openings  and  his

calls for domestic investment suggest he is

trying  to  soften  his  international  image

while maintaining his domestic power base

Haqqani opened hospital.

Suhail  Shaheen: Remains  the  primary

diplomatic  interlocutor  in  Qatar,  despite

lack  of  formal  recognition,  meeting  with

new envoys from Africa Suhail Shaheen.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  editorial  hierarchy  is  strictly

nationalistic  and  celebratory.  The  lead

stories are invariably about the success of the

5th-anniversary  events  and  the  signing  of

major  economic  deals.  These  stories  are

presented  with  a  tone  of  triumphalism  and

"divine  victory."  Security  stories  (border

clashes)  are  minimized or  framed  as

"resolved  misunderstandings."  Domestic

issues like poverty or hunger are reframed as

"assistance  distribution"  success  stories.

Conspicuous Omissions: There is absolutely

no  mention  of  the  ban  on  girls'  education

(secondary/university),  no  mention  of  high-

level  internal  friction,  and  no

acknowledgement  of  the  persistent  threat

from  ISIS-K,  other  than  to  dismiss  it  as

external propaganda.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The IEA broadcasts frame the world through a

prism of "friends who respect sovereignty" vs.

"foes who meddle."

COUNTRIES

China: Portrayed  as  a  "principled

mediator"  and  the  primary  economic

partner. "China could play a positive role...

China and Afghanistan have had very good

relations" role of China.

Pakistan: Characterized  as  "inept"  and

"chaotic,"  a  state  projecting  its  own

internal  failures  onto  Afghanistan.  "The

Pakistani government has failed to provide

proper  security...  and  tries  to  project  its

problems  onto  other  countries"  Pakistani

government has failed.

United States: Portrayed as  a  "defeated,

corrupt  oppressor"  that  continues  to

sabotage  Afghanistan  through  financial

sanctions  and  information  warfare.  "The

U.S.  sabotaged  infrastructure  even  as  it

left" US sabotaged infrastructure.

Qatar: Framed  as  a  "steady,  supportive

brother." "Qatar will stay by the side of the

people of Afghanistan" Qatar will stay.

LEADERS

Imran Khan: Portrayed  as  a  victim of  a

corrupt Pakistani legal system, though the

coverage  is  cautious  transfer  of  Imran

Khan.

Donald  Trump: Mentioned  only  in  the

context  of  declining  popularity,  subtly

mocking  U.S.  political  instability  lowest

level of popularity.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  IEA  is  conducting  a  sophisticated

normalization campaign.

Narrative  Seeding: By  repeatedly  using

the  term  "Unified  Forces,"  the  regime  is

trying  to  erase  the  perception  of  the

Taliban as a collection of militias and seed

the idea of a formal state military  unified

forces.

Censorship by Omission: By highlighting

"women's  rights"  in  the  context  of

inheritance  court  cases,  the  state  media

creates  a  false  sense  of  gender  equity  to

distract  from  the  total  ban  on  female

education and public life resolved women's

rights cases.

Disinformation Reversal: The IEA labels

foreign  security  reports  (CSTO/UN)  as

"disinformation"  to  create  a  defensive

nationalist sentiment among the population

rejected concerns.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Economic Consolidation The establishment

of the petroleum joint-stock company is likely

the first of many sectors (mining, agriculture)

that  will  be  forcibly  consolidated.  This  will

lead  to  a  hybrid  economy  where  the  IEA

leadership  controls  all  major  capital  flows

under the guise of "national self-sufficiency."

Regional Security Friction The tension with

Tajikistan  and  the  CSTO  is  unlikely  to

dissipate.  As  the  IEA  continues  to  refuse  a

truly  "inclusive"  government,  neighboring

states  will  maintain  high-alert  border

postures,  potentially  leading  to  further

skirmishes that the IEA will struggle to frame

as "resolved" Badakhshan problems.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks) We should expect

continued  high-profile  "victory"  rallies  and

possibly  the  announcement  of  new  trade

agreements with Central Asian neighbors as a

show  of  force  against  Pakistan's  border

restrictions.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months) The  "Ring

Road" and petroleum company milestones will

be used to solicit further Chinese and Uzbek

investment. If the IEA can demonstrate even

20%  of  the  promised  fuel  self-sufficiency,  it

will  significantly  harden  its  stance  against

international political demands.

Long Term (1-5 Years) The IEA is aiming for

a  "China-style"  model:  high  security,  state-

controlled  capitalism,  and  zero  political

pluralism.  If  they  successfully  integrate  the

"new  generation"  of  graduates  into  this

system,  the  regime  could  stabilize  into  a

permanent regional fixture  unified forces for

the new generation.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Border  Escalation  with  Tajikistan:

Despite  IEA  claims,  persistent  skirmishes

could trigger a CSTO response.  Triggers:

Major  cross-border  raid  or  prolonged

artillery exchange.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: High (Regional war).  Mitigation:

Continued  Chinese  or  Russian  diplomatic

mediation.
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Banking  System  Collapse: Reliance  on

physical cash and hawala systems for $14B

in  trade  is  unsustainable  and  prone  to

disruption.  Triggers: Closure of remaining

grey-market  corridors  or  secondary

sanctions.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Severe  (Hyperinflation).  Mitigation:

Development  of  alternative  non-Western

clearing houses.

Internal  Insurgency  Expansion: The

dismissal  of  ISIS-K/Resistance  threats  as

"propaganda"  may  lead  to  tactical

complacency.  Triggers: High-profile attack

on  foreign  diplomats  (e.g.,  Chinese)  in

Kabul.  Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact:

High (Divestment).  Mitigation: Increased

intelligence  cooperation  with  regional

actors.

Drought  and  Agriculture  Failure: The

reliance  on  "self-sufficiency"  is  vulnerable

to  climate  shocks.  Triggers: Consecutive

seasons of below-average rainfall affecting

wheat  crops.  Likelihood: High.  Impact:

Moderate-High  (Mass  migration).

Mitigation: Completion of the Qosh Tepa

canal Qosh Tepa canal.

Leadership  Factionalism: Competition

for control over the new joint-stock capital

could trigger infighting between Kabul and

Kandahar.  Triggers: Dispute  over  the

allocation of oil revenue. Likelihood: Low-

Moderate.  Impact: Moderate (Governance

paralysis).  Mitigation: Strict adherence to

the supreme leader's decrees.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

True Military Capability: The broadcasts

show  graduations  but  do  not  reveal  the

actual readiness or equipment status of the

"Unified  Forces"  versus  non-state  actors

training completions.

Funding Sources: While  claiming  to  not

use U.S./NATO funds, the source of revenue

for  massive  infrastructure  projects

(hundreds  of  millions  of  AFN)  remains

opaque.

Opposition  Strength: The  "National

Resistance  Front"  and  other  opposition

groups  are  completely  erased  from  the

narrative,  making  it  impossible  to  gauge

the true level of domestic resistance.

Humanitarian Reality: The gap between

the "triumphant" macro-economic data and

the  ground-level  needs  of  returnees  and

rural poor is never bridged.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Desperate Capture of Capital: The push for

a  private-sector  "joint-stock  company"  may

not  be  a  sign  of  industrial  maturity,  but  a

desperate  move  to  seize  the  last  remaining

private  wealth  in  the  country  to  keep  the

government  afloat  as  international  aid  dries

up.

The  China  Trap: The  IEA's  pivot  to  China

and  the  request  for  a  consulate  in  Balkh

Chinese  consulate may  be  less  about

sovereignty and more about becoming a de-

facto client state, exchanging resource rights

for security that the IEA cannot provide itself.

Black Swan Event: A  total  collapse  of  the

Pakistani  state  under  economic  pressure,

leading  to  millions  of  refugees  and  militant

spillover  that  would  overwhelm  the  IEA’s

"Unified Forces" and shatter the narrative of

"perfect security" Pakistan’s economic crisis.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260818_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260818_153000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260818_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260818_160000


RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Regional actors should prioritize

technical  border  coordination  over  high-

level  political  demands  to  prevent

accidental escalations.

Economic: Engage  the  IEA  Technical

Committee  on  industrial  standards  as  a

non-political  entry  point  for  humanitarian

and development aid.

Diplomatic: Monitor  the  "China-

Uzbekistan-Afghanistan"  trade  axis  as  it

likely  represents  the  future  of  Afghan

regional integration.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Investors  should  explore

Central  Asian  transit  routes  (Termez/

Wakhan) as alternatives to the increasingly

volatile Pakistani corridors.

Regulatory: The  new  36  standards

approved by the IEA 36 standards must be

strictly adhered to for any legal commercial

entry, regardless of non-recognition status.

Capital Allocation: The petroleum sector

is  the  highest  priority  for  the  regime;

however,  "joint-stock"  participation  may

carry high political  and sanctions risk for

Western entities.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The governance focus is on  standardization

and economic regulation rather  than new

civil laws. The regime is attempting to build a

regulatory framework that looks "modern" to

facilitate trade with China and Central Asia.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Joint-Stock Company Charter: A new

legal  framework  to  combine  private

capital and state oversight for petroleum

projects legal framework for company.

Standardization  Decree: Adoption  of

36  international-style  quality  standards

for food, construction, and medicine  36

standards.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Economic  Commission  Technical

Meeting: Reviewed  and  approved

testing  procedures  for  industrial

products testing procedures approved.

Asad 24 Commemoration: A series of

diplomatic events in Beijing, Islamabad,

and  Doha  to  assert  the  IEA's

permanence anniversary in China.

KEY STORIES

Joint  Stock  Petroleum  Company

Signing: Mullah  Baradar  and  Minister

Azizi  sign  a  landmark  agreement  to

consolidate  private  and  state  capital  for

fuel  self-sufficiency  finance  major

development projects.

CSTO  Border  Concern  Rejection:

Zabihullah  Mujahid  dismisses  Russian-led

security  warnings  and  confirms  Tajikistan

border  issues  are  resolved  no  cause  for

concern.

Khost  Electricity  Launch: Five  projects

costing 377M AFN launched by Sirajuddin

Haqqani  to  power  15,000  homes  377

million AFN.
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Military  Graduation: 246  special  forces

and artillery personnel  graduate from the

Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud  Academy  246

personnel graduated.

Baghlan  Infrastructure  Inspection:

Public  Works  Minister  reviews  road  and

bridge  projects,  demanding  faster

execution Baghlan road projects.

Trade  Route  Diversification  Analysis:

Political  analysts  discuss  moving  transit

from  Pakistan  to  Iran  and  the  Wakhan

Corridor alternative routes.

Women’s Rights Judicial Stats: Supreme

Court claims 1,189 cases of inheritance and

marriage rights resolved for women  1,189

cases.

Panjshir Telecom Shortage: Residents in

Khawak  and  Paryan  districts  complain

about a total lack of mobile coverage  lack

of telecommunications.

Refugee  Aid  Distribution: Ministry  of

Refugees  provides  cash  and  food  aid  to

7,000 returnees in Kunduz and Zabul aid to

7,000 returnees.

Polio  Campaign  in  Nangarhar: Health

officials launch a four-day vaccination drive

targeting  multiple  districts  polio

vaccination.

Diplomatic  Meeting  in  Qatar: Suhail

Shaheen  meets  with  the  new  Gambian

ambassador  to  discuss  trade and political

ties Suhail Shaheen.

Malaysia Palm Oil Forum: IEA envoy to

Malaysia  discusses  expanding  palm  oil

trade  and  industrial  cooperation  palm  oil

forum.

Takhar  Road  Delays: Residents  demand

speed  in  the  construction  of  the  Khwaja

Ghar-Dasht-e  Qala  road  speeding  up

construction.

Bamiyan  University  Graduation: 1,000

students  graduate  from  various  faculties,

with  officials  promising  more  PhD/Master

programs 1,000 students graduate.

Uzbekistan  Trade  Forum: Tripartite

meeting  in  Termez  between  Afghanistan,

Uzbekistan,  and  China  to  discuss  railway

corridors meeting in Termez.

Syrian Military Execution: Report on the

execution  of  Waseem  Asad  for  religioso-

ethnic  killings  in  Syria  Syrian  military

officer.

Imran  Khan  Hospital  Order: Pakistan

High  Court  orders  the  transfer  of  former

PM Imran  Khan  to  a  hospital  transfer  of

Imran Khan.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.
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By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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