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CHINA’S REUSABLE ROCKET
BREAKTHROUGH AMIDST

HEIGHTENED GLOBAL DEFENSE
EXPANSION AND US-IRAN

TENSIONS

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The current reporting period is defined by a

significant technological milestone for China’s

aerospace  sector:  the  Zhuque-3  Yao-2

rocket’s  successful  land-based  vertical

recovery.  This  breakthrough  in  reusable

rocket technology, following a previous failure

in  December  2023,  positions  China  to

drastically reduce launch costs and accelerate

the deployment of "giant constellations" in low

Earth  orbit.  This  advance  is  presented  as  a

pillar  of  tech  sovereignty,  aimed  at

challenging international dominance in space-

based internet and satellite logistics.

Simultaneously,  the  geopolitical  landscape is

framed  as  increasingly  volatile.  Japan is

portrayed  as  undergoing  a  systemic  shift

toward  re-militarization,  characterized  by

record  defense  budgets  and  the  pursuit  of

offensive  hypersonic  capabilities.  In  the

Middle  East,  a  "hostile  threat  matrix"  is

intensifying as  the  United States,  under  the

Trump  administration,  shifts  from  a

strategy  of  "maximum  pressure"  to  one

described as  gradual strangulation of Iran,

involving  maritime blockades  and  threats  to

regional allies like Oman. The UAE’s sudden

suspension  of  trade  ties with  Iran  signals  a

potential  fracturing of  previous Gulf  detente

efforts.

Domestically,  China  is  prioritizing  social

stability and long-term planning through the

unveiling  of  the  15th  Five-Year  Plan for

medical  insurance  and  the  revision  of

Housing Provident Fund regulations. These

moves are designed to address demographic

challenges,  specifically  fertility  support  and

elderly  care,  while  hardening the regulatory

environment against takeout industry fraud

and  disability  certificate  scams.  The

convergence of these events suggests a state

strategy  of  securing  the  domestic  base  and

achieving  technological  independence  while

preparing for prolonged external friction.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

China  Achieves  Land-Based  Rocket

Recovery: The  Zhuque-3  Yao-2

successfully  completed  China’s  first  land-

based vertical recovery using landing legs,

a  critical step for the commercialization of

reusable  launch  vehicles.  The  mission

achieved  orbital  entry  for  the  Honghu-3

satellites  and  demonstrated  a  landing

precision of approximately 40 meters from

the  center  of  the  pad  after  an  eight-year

development path.
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Japan  Revisions  National  Defense

Posture: Reports  indicate  the  Japanese

Ministry of Defense is seeking a  record 10

trillion yen budget for FY2027. Key focuses

include  developing  sub-launched

hypersonic  missiles,  offensive  drones,  and

the  potential  abandonment  of  the  "Three

Non-Nuclear  Principles"  regarding  the

entry of nuclear weapons into the country.

US-Iran Escalation over Hormuz Strait:

The  US  has  reportedly  instructed

negotiators  to  halt  contact  with  Iran.

Tensions  have  peaked  over  the  Strait  of

Hormuz,  with  President  Trump  releasing

maps  claiming  the  waterway  as  US

territory,  while  Iran  vows  to  keep  the

strait closed until  sanctions are lifted  and

assets are unblocked.

China’s  15th  Five-Year  Social  Welfare

Roadmap: The  National  Healthcare

Security  Administration  released  plans  to

maintain  insurance  coverage  above  95%

and  fully  establish  a  long-term  care

insurance system by 2029. Revisions to the

Housing Provident Fund aim to expand

usage  for  home  renovations  and  support

flexible employment sectors.

World  Robot  Conference  2026  Opens:

Beijing  is  hosting  over  300  companies

exhibiting  3,000  products,  focusing  on

humanoid robots integrated with AI large

models to automate high-risk and repetitive

industrial tasks.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Tech Sovereignty & AI:

The  Zhuque-3 landing  leg  technology  is

framed  as  an  import-substitution  success,

utilizing  high-strength  alloys  and  3D-

printed  titanium  components that  were

previously  derived  from  aircraft  landing

gear technology.

The  deployment  of  AI  in  healthcare is

expanding,  with  specialized  models  for

retinal  screening  and  orthopedic  surgery

reaching  sub-millimeter  precision in  over

300 successful procedures.

Shanghai  is  launching  an  AI-integrated

talent  training  alliance  to  bridge  the  gap

between  theoretical  AI  and  industrial

application.

Diplomacy & Statecraft:

President Xi Jinping and Premier Li Qiang

held high-level meetings with  Ecuadorian

President Noboa,  focusing on deepening

the  Comprehensive  Strategic  Partnership

and free trade benefits.

Foreign Minister  Wang Yi is scheduled to

visit  South Korea and Indonesia, where

he  will  chair  the  first  high-level  strategic

dialogue  with  Indonesian  defense  and

diplomatic leadership.

China’s  Foreign  Ministry  endorsed

Russia’s stance  on  the  UN  Charter’s

"enemy  state  clauses"  to  warn  Japan

against revisionism.

Armed Conflict & Militarization:

Israel launched airstrikes against the  Abu

al-Zuhur  airbase in  Syria,  claiming  the

site  was  being  used  by  Turkish  forces  to

threaten Israeli security.
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North  Korea  condemned  the  US-South

Korea Ulchi Freedom Shield exercises as

a "direct threat" that brings the peninsula

to  a  war-triggering threshold,  despite  the

exercises being shortened by six days.

US Navy destroyer USS Benfold suffered a

power  failure  in  the  South  China  Sea,

necessitating  a  tow to  the  Philippines for

repairs.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk:

Metta (Meta) is facing a  landmark trial in

California brought by 29 states, accused of

designing  addictive  products  that  harm

minors. Internal emails allegedly described

social media as "addictive as drugs".

The Chinese Ministry of Justice announced

that  US  cross-border  investigation

methods against  JD.com  constitute

"improper  extraterritorial  jurisdiction,"

prohibiting domestic compliance with these

measures.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Industrialization  of  Space: The  shift

from  experimental  rocket  launches  to  a

"supply  chain  logic" is  prominent.  The

Zhuque-3 success is attributed not to state-

owned  aerospace  giants  alone,  but  to  a

network  of  600  suppliers,  including  former

watchmakers  and  auto  parts  manufacturers

who  have  pivoted  to  precision  aerospace

manufacturing.  This  indicates  a  maturing

Commercial Space Ecosystem in China that

aims  for  "shuttle-like"  flight  frequency  to

lower the cost of entry to 20,000 RMB per kg.

Legislative  Hardening  against  Fraud:

There  is  a  coordinated  domestic  effort  to

tighten  social  safety  nets  while  purging

"parasitic" fraud. This includes the sentencing

of  criminal  rings that  manufactured  fake

disability  certificates  to  claim  subsidies  and

the crackdown on "Ghost Takeout Stores" in

Shanghai  and  Shenzhen  that  used  photo-

shopped  licenses to  operate  illegally.  These

reports serve as a deterrent and highlight the

government's  role  as  the  protector  of  the

"authentic" economy.

Global Maritime Chokepoints: The framing

of  the  Strait  of  Hormuz and  the  Taiwan

Strait shows  a  trend  of  "sovereignty

hardening."  While  the  US  is  criticized  for

claiming  Hormuz  as  territory,  China

emphasizes  its  lawful  traffic  management of

the Taiwan Strait  during typhoons,  rejecting

accusations  of  blockade.  This  theme

highlights  a  global  struggle  for  maritime

jurisdictional dominance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Japan: Internal instability is signaled by the

plunging  approval  ratings of  the  Takaichi

Sanae cabinet.  Public  anxiety  is  rising  over

consumer  tax  hikes and  the  government's

move  to  reconsider  the  non-nuclear

principles.  Local  assemblies  (128  across  36

prefectures)  have  submitted  official  protests

urging  the  government  to  stick  to  pacifist

constitutional values, reflecting a deep divide

between  the  national  security  elite  and  the

populace.

United States: The US is portrayed as facing

fiscal  and social  decay.  The  national  debt

has  surpassed $40 trillion, occurring months

ahead of projections. This is compounded by

reports  of  military  morale  issues,

specifically  on  the  USS  Abraham  Lincoln

and  USS  Lincoln,  where  sailors  are

reportedly  suffering  mental  breakdowns due
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to extended deployments in the Middle East

with inadequate supplies.

China: The focus remains on  demographic

management and  rural  revitalization.

Stability  is  maintained  through  "soft

governance"  of  night  markets  and  flexible

employment support. However, the persistent

need to  crack  down on large-scale  telecom

and  medical  fraud suggests  underlying

socioeconomic  pressures  on  the  elderly  and

the "flexible" labor force.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The Outside World as a "Conflict Matrix":

Chinese state media portrays the international

environment  beyond  its  borders  as  chaotic

and dangerous.  High-intensity  forest  fires in

Europe are  juxtaposed with  US industrial

recycling plant explosions and earthquakes in

Colombia.  This  reinforces  the  narrative  of

China as a "stable pole" of global order.

Strategic Maneuverability: China is actively

influencing  its  environment  by  projecting

humanitarian and economic power. This is

seen  in  the  arrival  of  80  tons  of  aid  in

Colombia and  the  export  of  nine  industrial

ships to Guinea following the implementation

of  zero-tariff  measures.  China  is  positioning

itself  as  the  primary  partner  for  the  Global

South, while characterizing US posture as one

of  aggressive  unilateralism and  isolation

from allies like Oman.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The  economic  environment  is  characterized

by a "Dual-Track" recovery: strong growth in

high-tech  exports  and  digital  services

contrasting with global fiscal fragility. The US

debt milestone and rising  30-year Treasury

yields  (5.31%) are  highlighted as  systemic

risks to global finance.

Key Economic Vectors:

Cinema Economy: Summer box office has

reached 10.6 billion RMB, with cumulative

industry value exceeding 410 billion RMB,

driven by a record 40 consecutive days of

over 100 million RMB in daily revenue.

Shipbuilding Export: Fujian ship exports

exceeded 10 billion RMB in the first seven

months  of  the  year,  focusing  on  LNG-

powered vessels and engineering ships for

Africa.

US  Debt  Crisis: Total  US  federal  debt

reached $40 trillion, with interest payments

now  consuming  a  record  portion  of  the

federal budget ($104 billion in July alone).

Infrastructure  Investment: China

allocated  15.8  billion  RMB for  large-scale

irrigation  modernization  to  secure  food

production.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments and diplomatic shifts

indicate  a  hardening  of  alliances  in  Eurasia

and  a  reshuffling  of  military  leadership  in

Ukraine.

Tamás Sulyok (Boká): Newly inaugurated

President  of  Hungary;  his  election  is

praised by  Beijing as  a  sign of  continued

"All-Weather"  partnership  in  Central

Europe.

Ukraine  Personnel  Shifts: President

Zelensky nominated  Hryhoriy Hamara as

Defense  Minister  and  Andriy  Sybiha as

Foreign  Minister  to  consolidate

administration during the conflict.
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Takaichi  Sanae: The  Japanese  Prime

Minister faces  internal  cabinet  pressure

and  public  dissent  over  her  "New

Militarism,"  with  reports  suggesting  her

administration is  using the "Ishin no Kai"

party as a stalking horse for nuclear policy

changes.

Dandong  White-collar  Worker  (Bai

Bing): Highlighted as a grassroots winner,

losing 10+ lbs to compete in the "Northeast

Super League" football match, symbolizing

civic vitality.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  adopts  a  triumphalist  tone

regarding space technology (Zhuque-3)  and

high-end  manufacturing (Robotics/

Shipbuilding),  positioning  these  as  the

solutions  to  long-term  economic  growth.  In

contrast,  the  emotional  tone for

international  news  is  skeptical  and

cautionary,  particularly  regarding  the  US

and Japan.  A significant hierarchy shift  sees

US domestic debt and naval failures given

nearly  as  much  weight  as  major  diplomatic

meetings,  intended to project an image of  a

declining  superpower.  Conspicuous

omissions  include  any  detailed  reporting  on

internal  economic  cooling in  China's

property  sector,  despite  the  "Gongjijin"

revisions  aimed  at  stimulating  that  very

market.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The current geopolitical landscape is framed

as a struggle between constructive stability

(China) and  destructive  expansionism

(US/Japan).

COUNTRIES

Japan: Portrayed  as  an  unstable  and

dangerous actor  seeking  to  revive  the

"ghost  of  militarism."  Described  as

attempting to "rewrite international law" to

avoid historical responsibility.

United States: Characterized as a chaotic

and  aggressive force.  Leadership  is

framed  as  having  "fantasies"  (specifically

regarding  Hormuz)  and  being  inept  at

maintaining its own naval assets.

Iran: Framed  as  a  resilient  victim of

"illegal  actions"  by  the  US  and  Israel,

currently  maintaining  principled

defensive  postures in  the  face  of

economic strangulation.

LEADERS

Donald Trump: Portrayed as volatile and

delusional.  His  social  media  claims  are

dismissed by regional actors as "fantasies"

that  could  trigger  bombing  campaigns

against allies.

Takaichi Sanae: Characterized as corrupt

(due  to  campaign  scandals) and

untrustworthy by  the  Japanese public  in

street interviews.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

LandSpace  (Blue  Arrow): Framed  as  a

competent private sector champion that

successfully  integrated  civilian

manufacturing  into  the  aerospace  supply

chain to achieve world-leading tech.

Hamas: Portrayed  as  a  justified  actor

calling  for  international  law  compliance

while  its  police  headquarters  are  bombed

by Israel.
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INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  broadcast

repeatedly  uses  the  term  "New

Militarism" to  describe  Japan's  defense

budget,  systematically  linking current

budget line items to WWII aggression. This

seeds  a  regional  justification  for  future

Chinese naval expansion.

Meta-Narrative  of  US  Decline: The

aggregation of stories on US Debt ($40T),

USS  Benfold’s  failure,  and  Trump’s

geopolitical  erraticism creates  a

cohesive  meta-narrative  of  a  superpower

that is bankrupt, broken, and blind.

Taiwan  Disinformation  Framing: China

characterizes  Taiwanese  government

warnings  about  new  mainland  travel

regulations  as  "sowing  fear" and

"malicious  smearing"  to  prevent  natural

cross-strait exchange.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Constellation  Race  Acceleration: With

the success of  land-based recovery,  China

will likely begin a "rapid-response" launch

schedule  similar  to  Starlink,  aiming  to

deploy  thousands  of  satellites  within  the

next 24 months.

Japan’s Pacifist Crisis: Tensions between

the Takaichi cabinet and local prefectures

will likely lead to large-scale civil protests

or  a  government  collapse  if  the  FY2027

budget  includes  explicit  nuclear

cooperation clauses as currently signaled.

Hormuz  Flashpoint: The  UAE’s  trade

suspension suggests an  imminent US-led

maritime  operation in  the  Gulf.  Iran  is

likely to respond with asymmetric threats

to  underwater  fiber  optic  cables  rather

than direct naval combat.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short  Term (1-4  Weeks): Expect  a  formal

Omani rejection of US territory claims over

Hormuz.  Domestically,  the  first  Chang’e-7

launch window will be announced. Arrests in

the "Ghost Takeout" and disability fraud cases

will  continue  across  other  Tier-1  cities

following the Shanghai lead.

Medium Term (1-6  Months): The  FY2027

Japanese budget approval process will trigger

Russian/Chinese joint naval drills near the

Kuril  Islands.  The  US  Federal  Reserve  will

likely face pressure from the  Treasury yields

reaching  17-year  highs,  impacting  global

equity markets.

Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Reusable  rocket

technology  will  enable  the

commercialization  of  space  tourism and

"space  manufacturing"  in  China.  Japan’s

constitutional  reinterpretation may lead to a

permanent  US-Japan-Australia  hypersonic

deterrent network targeting Chinese assets.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The  following  risks  have  been  identified  as

having  high  strategic  impact  based  on  the

current reporting trajectory.

Escalation  to  Nuclear  Policy  Shift  in

Japan: The  Japanese  government  is

signaling  a  move  to  allow  the  entry  of

nuclear  weapons,  breaking  50  years  of

precedent.  Triggers: FY2027  budget

passage  or  a  North  Korean  missile  test.

Likelihood: Medium-High.  Impact:

Catastrophic  (regional  nuclear  race).

Mitigations: Intensive  UN-led  diplomatic

pressure  and  internal  Japanese  civil

opposition.

Hormuz Maritime Chokepoint Closure:

Iran has threatened to maintain the closure

of  the  strait  indefinitely.  Triggers: US

enforcement of  the new "territory"  claims

or  Oman’s  refusal  to  act  as  intermediary. 

Likelihood: High. Impact: High (global oil

price shock). Mitigations: Re-activation of

the  60-day  negotiation  window  or  Iraq-

Jordan bypass pipeline completion.

Extraterritorial  Jurisdiction  Conflict:

China’s  Ministry  of  Justice  has  formally

prohibited cooperation  with  US  cross-

border  investigations.  Triggers: New  US

sanctions  on  Chinese  tech  firms  (JD.com/

Metta-related).  Likelihood: Certain.

Impact: Medium  (decoupling  of  digital

legal  standards).  Mitigations: Bilateral

legal mutual assistance treaties.

US  Fiscal  "Minsky  Moment": US  debt

crossing $40T with 30-year yields at 5.31%.

Triggers: Failed  Treasury  auction  or

massive  scale-back  of  foreign  debt

holdings.  Likelihood: Medium.  Impact:

High  (global  financial  instability).

Mitigations: Massive  US  debt  buyback

programs (already increased to $4B).

Regional  Conflict  Overspill  in  Syria:

Israeli  strikes  on  Syrian  bases  used  by

Turkish forces threaten to pull Turkey into

direct  conflict.  Triggers: A  Turkish

retaliatory  strike  or  increased  troop

deployment  in  Aleppo.  Likelihood:

Medium.  Impact: Medium (destabilization

of  East  Mediterranean).  Mitigations:

Russian-mediated  de-confliction

agreements.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

UAE-Iran  Trade  Break  Context:

Transcripts  mention  the  UAE  suspending

all  ties but  fail  to  explain  if  this  was

internally  driven  or  purely  US-pressured.

This  is  a  critical  gap  for  assessing  Gulf

stability.

Zhuque-3 Engine Reliability: While  the

recovery  was  successful,  the  transcripts

omit  data  on  the  engine’s  health post-

recovery—essential  for  verifying  if

"reusable" means "re-flyable" without total

refurbishment beyond 20 uses.

Syria-Turkey  Presence: Israel  claims

Turkish  troops  are  deploying  in  Aleppo;

Turkish officials deny this. Unverified troop

movements  are  a  major  blind  spot  for

regional risk.

China’s Internal Consumption: Massive

cinema  numbers  are  touted,  but  wider

retail performance is omitted, potentially

masking  a  consumer  shift  from  goods  to

"experience"  spending  due  to  property

woes.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Japanese  Expansion  as  a  Defensive

Pivot: While China frames Japan’s budget

as  "New  Militarism,"  a  contrarian  view

suggests  it  is  a  desperate  defensive

consolidation in  the  face  of  perceived

terminal US reliability issues, as seen in the

Benfold failure and Lincoln morale crisis.

Hormuz Closure as US/Iran Collusion:

A cynical view could posit that both the US

(to drive up domestic oil production profits)

and  Iran  (to  exert  maximal  leverage)

benefit  from  a  managed  crisis in  the

strait, despite public hostilities  over "妄想"

(fantasies).

Black Swan - Satellite Collision Event:

The  push  for  2.3  million  satellite

constellation  applications triggers  a

Kessler  Syndrome  event,  rendering  low

Earth orbit unusable just as China achieves

reusable  rocket  success,  destroying  the

entire commercial space investment thesis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Accelerate  the  development  of

the  "Sino-Russian  Enemy  State  Clause"

narrative  to  diplomatically  encircle

Japan and limit its re-militarization options

at the UN level.

Economic: Leverage  the  15th  Five-Year

Plan's  fertility  subsidies  to  stimulate

domestic  demand in  specialized  medical

and child-care sectors.

Diplomatic: Formalize the "special bypass"

agreements with Oman and Iraq to ensure

stable energy flows if the Hormuz blockade

persists.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain: Diversify  away  from

Japanese  maritime  logistics  as  insurance

costs are expected to spike following the

naval  cooperation  agreement  with

Australia and远城导弹  (long-range missile)

tests.

Compliance: Implement  "Data  Sovereign

Firewalls" for operations in China following

the August 20 formalization of the Network

Data Security Risk Assessment Measures.

Opportunity: Monitor  the  pivot  of

"Precision Micro-Manufacturing" firms into

the  aerospace  supply  chain,  as

LandSpace-style integration  becomes the

dominant industrial policy.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focuses  on  hardening

national  data  security  and  expanding  the

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_210000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_133000_11
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_133000_11
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_143000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_140000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_220000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_150000_24
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CCTV13_20260819_150000_24


social  safety  net  to  counter  demographic

aging and urban instability.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Network  Data  Security  Risk

Assessment  Measures: Effective

August  20,  2026.  Establishes  a

mandatory assessment framework for all

major data handlers to protect national

interests and personal info.

Housing  Provident  Fund

Management Regulations (Revision):

Effective  September 20,  2026.  Expands

fund  usage  for  renovations,  property

fees,  and  inclusion  of  flexible/gig

workers.

15th  Five-Year  Medical  Insurance

Plan: A  comprehensive  roadmap  to

nationalize long-term care insurance and

integrate  fertility  support  into  the

standard payout model by 2029.

Japan  2027  Defense  Budget

Application: A  proposal  for  record  10

trillion yen spending to acquire offensive

strike capabilities.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

State  Council  Information  Office

Presser: Detailed  measures  to  activate

"Sinking  Markets"  (rural/small-town)

through  cultural  and  tourism economic

upgrades.

Taiwan  Affairs  Office  Presser:

Rebutted  Taiwanese  claims  regarding

entry/exit  regulations and  condemned

the  "Han  Kuang"  exercises  as

detrimental  to  public  welfare  and

economic peace.

KEY STORIES

Zhuque-3  Yao-2  Successful  Vertical

Recovery: China’s  LandSpace  achieves

land-based recovery of a reusable methane-

liquid  oxygen  rocket after  a  10-minute

flight  from  the  Dongfeng  Commercial

Space Zone.

Chang’e-7  Vertical  Transfer: The  lunar

south pole probe was vertically transferred

to the launch pad at Wenchang in rain and

cloud conditions, proving the Long March 5

rocket's all-weather reliability.

Japan FY2027 Defense Expansion: The

Ministry  of  Defense  prepares  a  record-

breaking  budget  for  hypersonic  missiles

and  offensive  drones,  while  domestic

protests mount over tax and nuclear policy

shifts.

US-Iran  Standoff  over  Hormuz

Territory: Trump administration halts talks

with Iran and releases maps claiming the

Hormuz  Strait  as  US  territory;  Iran

maintains sea lane blockade.

UAE Cuts All Trade Ties with Iran: In a

sudden move, the UAE halts all  economic

and financial transactions with  the Islamic

Republic,  citing  regional  security

escalations.

World  Robot  Conference  Beijing:

Features over 3,000 robotic products with

humanoid machines using AI large models

for complex industrial and high-risk tasks.

US National Debt Crossing $40 Trillion:

Federal debt hit the $40T milestone as 30-

year Treasury yields reached a 17-year high

of 5.31%.
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Medical Workers Day & 15th Five-Year

Plan: China celebrates its 9th Doctor's Day

while  releasing  a  plan  to  extend  medical

insurance  coverage to  95%  of  the

population  with  a  focus  on  fertility  and

elderly care.

Housing Provident Fund Revisions: New

rules  allow  usage  for  renovations  and

property  fees  to  support  flexible

employment sectors.

Metta (Meta) Lawsuit in California: 29

states  sue  the  company  for  addictive

features designed to target minors without

parental consent.

Sino-Ecuadorian  Summit: President

Noboa  meets  Xi  Jinping  in  Beijing  to

deepen  the  Comprehensive  Strategic

Partnership.

Israeli Airstrikes in Syria: Strikes target

Abu  al-Zuhur  airbase amid  claims  of

Turkish troop presence in Aleppo.

Hanma Candy Counterfeit Ring Busted:

Police dismantle a 500-million-yuan illegal

drug  ring  producing  adulterated  candies

with Tadalafil.

Ghost  Takeout  Store  Crackdown:

Shanghai  and  Shenzhen  authorities  shut

down  hundreds  of  shops  using  fake  or

photo-shopped licenses.

Disability Certificate Fraud Sentencing:

A criminal  ring  in  Shanghai  is  sentenced

for  using  "ghost  disability"  certificates  to

embezzle 700,000 yuan in subsidies.

China Aid Arrives in Colombia: 80 tons

of  earthquake  relief  materials,  including

blankets and generators, reach Bogota.

Fujian Shipbuilding Exports: Nine large

industrial  ships,  including  LNG  tankers,

exported to Guinea from Ningde Port.

APEC  Customs  Meeting  in  Dalian: 13

APEC economies meet to discuss Small and

Medium  Enterprise  (SME)  supply  chain

resilience.

Summer  Box  Office  Records: China’s

film  market  hits  10.6  billion  RMB  this

summer,  driven by films like  "Welcome to

the Dragon Restaurant".

US  Destroyer  USS  Benfold  Power

Failure: The ship lost power in the South

China Sea and was towed to Subic Bay for

two weeks of repairs.

North  Korea  Condemns  US-SK

Exercises: Pyongyang  warns  of  war

threshold  as  Ulchi  Freedom  Shield

proceeds.

European  Forest  Fires: Over  570,000

hectares  burned  across  Belgium,  Croatia,

Spain,  and  France due  to  extreme

heatwaves.

Chongqing  Police  Save  Elderly  from

Fraud: Intervention stops  1.4 million yuan

transfer to telecom scammers.

Dandong  "Northeast  Super  League"

Story: Local accountant Bai Bing's journey

of  weight  loss  to  play  in  the  regional

football league.

HPV  Vaccine  Inclusion: Chinese  health

authorities  clarify  that  HPV  vaccines  are

not  a  mandatory  barrier  for  school  entry

but remain a priority for 13-year-olds.

Jordan's  "Wadi  Rum"  Moon  Valley: A

cultural  feature on the desert  landscape’s

extraterrestrial aesthetic.

Foshan  Temple  Preservation: New

regulations  protect  the  architectural

integrity of Wutai Mountain’s core heritage

site.

Zaporizhzhia  Nuclear  Plant  Strike: A

drone strike on a bus station  kills one and

wounds 16 at the nuclear facility.
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Colombia  Earthquakes  Update: Death

toll  reaches  312,  with  290  still  missing

after the August 10 disaster.
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