TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS

N1BOS

AUGUST 19, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

AUGUST 19, 2026: GLOBAL INFLECTION POINT -

CONVERGING CRISES OF GOVERNANCE, MEDIA, & SECURITY
FRACTURED FRONTS: UKRAINE & THE BALKANS

=5 AR 5 i
2 UKRAINE INTERNAL SCHISM | BALKANS: INSTITUTIONAL CAPTURE
& CORRUPTION & ELECTORAL BATTLE

Fedorov Challenges Zelenskyy:

Calls for WARTIME ELECTIONS ' =
over ‘systemic crisis’ &

‘stagnant decision-making’.

MEDIA PURGE: N1 Director Amir Zuki¢ REMOVED by
new owners Alpak Capital, sparking ‘media capture’
$3.4M LAUNDERING SCANDAL fears. CEC pushes BIOMETRIC IDENTIFICATION for
involves Presidential Advisors Oct elections, faces fierce polltlcal resistance & ‘spin’.
(Mudra). New command (Hmara)
shifts to SPECIAL OPS amld
mounting civilian casualties in
Kherson/Zaporizhzhia.

CROATIA: Wildfires in Omis &
Toxic Waste in Gospic ignite
CONSTITUTIONAL CLASH between
President Milanovi¢ & PM Plenkovic. |§

Hormuz Strait

TRUMP ADMINISTRATION asserts unprecedented

claim, provoking IRANIAN THREATS & UAE TRADE

SUSPENSION after missile detections. Brent crude
SURGES past $90/barrel.

TREND: UNILATERAL TERRITORIAL REVISIONISM & HIGH-STAKES BRINKMANSHIP

|
CONVERGING TRENDS & FUTURE RISKS

DOMESTIC STRAIN: USS Abraham
Lincoln nears record deployment.
Families report POOR CONDITIONS &
MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS, dismissed
by White House as ‘FAKE NEWS'.

WEAPONIZED WARTIME
GOVERNANCE
Democratic processes viewed as
hostages; moratoriums used to
shield stagnation & corruption.

HIGH RISK: Full-Scale Naval
Conflict (Hormuz).
Trigger: Enforcement of ‘territory’
claim or missile launch.

MEDIA CONSOLIDATION
& ‘SOFT’ CENSORSHIP
Ownership changes used to
pacify independent journalism
& reduce oversight.

RISK ASSESSMENT
MODERATE RISK:
Internal Collapse (Ukraine).

Trigger: Mass protests or aid
suspension due to corruption.

STRATEGIC OUTLOOK

MARITIME TERRITORIAL
REVISIONISM
Radical departures from

international law justify blockades

& risk major naval conflict.

HIGH RISK: Media ‘Blackout’

& Electoral Chaos (Balkans).

Trigger: Further media purges
or election tech sabotage.

Short-term turbulence (protests, hybrid provocations) is expected. Long-term trajectory suggests a shift
toward security-minded, tech-enabled governance, with a high danger of authoritarian capture if democratic
institutions fail to hold. MARKET SENTIMENT: BEARISH due to blockades & labor unrest.
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POLITICAL INSTABILITY IN
UKRAINE AND THE BALKANS
CONVERGES WITH ESCALATING US-
IRAN MARITIME TENSIONS AND
INSTITUTIONAL MEDIA CAPTURE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 19, 2026, marks a significant inflection
point in regional and global security. In
Ukraine, the dismissal of popular Defense
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov has triggered a
systemic with  Fedorov publicly
challenging President Zelenskyy by calling for
wartime elections to address a "systemic
crisis of governance." This internal fracturing
occurs alongside a major corruption scandal
involving the laundering of $3.4 million by
presidential advisors, threatening the unified
front necessary for the ongoing conflict.
Simultaneously, the appointment of General-
Major Jevhen Hmara signals a shift toward
specialized security agency control over the
military, even as civilian casualties mount in
Kherson and Zaporizhzhia.

crisis,

In the Balkans, a coordinated effort to reshape
the information and electoral landscape is
underway. The sudden removal of Amir
Zuki¢, the long-time director of N1 Bosnia

and Herzegovina, by new Portuguese owners
Alpak Capital, has raised alarms regarding
media independence and potential "media
capture" by political interests. This happens
as the Central Election Commission (CEC)
pushes for biometric identification and
scanners for the upcoming October elections,
a move met with fierce resistance and
"political spin" from entrenched actors. In
Croatia, devastating wildfires in Omis and a
toxic waste scandal in Gospi¢ have ignited a
constitutional clash between President
Milanovi¢ and Prime Minister Plenkovi¢, with
the President calling an extraordinary
parliamentary session to address government
negligence.

Global maritime security is at a high-risk
threshold as the Trump administration asserts
unprecedented claims over the Hormuz
Strait, designating it as "new US territory" on
official maps. This has provoked sharp
reactions from Iran and a trade suspension
by the UAE following ballistic missile
detections. Domestically, the usS
administration faces a growing rift with
military families as reports of poor
conditions and mental health crises aboard
the USS Abraham Lincoln—deployed for a
record-breaking 250+ days—are dismissed by
the White House as "fake news," despite
veteran and family testimony to the contrary.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Ukrainian Political Schism: Former
Minister Mykhailo Fedorov has broken
ranks with the Zelenskyy administration,
calling for elections despite martial law,
citing stagnant decision-making and a
system that ‘'rewards loyalty over
initiative."
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* Media Leadership Purge in BiH: The
dismissal of N1 director Amir Zuki¢ by
Alpak Capital immediately following a
ownership takeover has triggered
international concern from the European
Federation of Journalists regarding
editorial independence.

* US-Iran Maritime Escalation: President
Trump has claimed the Hormuz Strait as
US territory, while the UAE reported two
Iranian llisti missil targeting
maritime traffic, leading to a total trade
halt with Tehran.

* USS Abraham Lincoln Deployment
Crisis: The aircraft carrier is nearing a
record-setting duration at sea since the
Vietnam War; families report severe supply
issues and mental health decline, which the
administration continues to deny.

e BiH FElectoral Overhaul: The CEC is
deploying new biometric technologies to
prevent "multiple voting" and identity
fraud, despite political actors attempting to
stall the process through tender appeals.

* Croatia Constitutional Conflict:

President Milanovi¢ has bypassed the
parliamentary  majority to call an
extraordinary session regarding illegal
waste dumping in Gospi¢, labeling the
government's inaction as a ‘“political
circus."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Ukraine appointed General-Major Jevhen
Hmara, a special operations specialist, to
lead the Ministry of Defense, emphasizing
tactical innovation over traditional
command.

« EUFOR's "Quick Response 2026" exercise
is set to begin in BiH on August 22, aimed
at demonstrating readiness to maintain a
stable environment.

e The USS Abraham Lincoln remains
redirected to the Middle East
indefinitely for a potential conflict with
Iran.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

e Ukraine’s NABU has uncovered a major
corruption ring involving presidential
advisor Irina Mudra and the laundering of
funds to pay bail for a former energy
minister.

* BiH opposition leader Nebojsa Vukanovic¢
announced his intention to run for the BiH

Presidency, positioning himself as a
"sovereignist" alternative = to  ethnic
blockades.

Climate & Extreme Weather

» Wildfires in OmiS, Croatia, destroyed 52

houses, prompting calls for a state of
emergency and investigations into arson by
foreign nationals.

* Heatwaves in BiH have pushed
temperatures toward 40 degrees Celsius,
increasing fire risks and straining the
energy grid.

e Mudslides in Peru have blocked the Pan-

American Highway, trapping hundreds of
vehicles for over three days.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* Introduction of biometric scanners in BiH
elections represents a significant push for
technological solutions to  systemic
corruption.
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* Al researchers in Hamburg are warning
students about empathy imitation in
LLMs and the rising threat of deepfake
exploitation.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Wartime
Governance A critical theme emerged in
Ukraine where the rhetoric of "democracy as
a hostage" is being used to challenge the
centralization of power. Former Minister
Fedorov’s call for elections suggests that the
wartime moratorium on democratic processes
is being viewed by some elites as a shield for
corruption and stagnation. The simultaneous
NABU investigation into residential
advisors reinforces this narrative, suggesting
that internal political competition in Kyiv is
resuming despite the existential threat from
Russia. This creates a precarious situation
where the legitimacy of the defense effort
could be undermined by domestic power
struggles.

Media Consolidation and "Soft"
Censorship The takeover of Adria News (N1)
by Alpak Capital and the immediate
dismissal of senior directors across the
Balkans signals a trend toward the
pacification of independent media through
ownership changes. By removing figures like
Amir Zuki¢, who led N1 for over 12 years, the
new management appears to be "separating
business and editorial roles," a common
euphemism for reducing critical oversight.
The European Federation of Journalists'
request for urgent monitoring highlights the
fear that regional media is being brought to
heel to facilitate smoother political transitions
or to suppress anti-corruption reporting.

Maritime Territorial Revisionism The
Trump administration's move to map the
Hormuz Strait as US territory represents a
radical departure from international maritime
law (UNCLOS). This is not merely rhetorical;
it serves as a justification for the continued
naval blockade of Iranian ports. The Iranian
response—vowing to "correct the deception"—
and the UAE's detection of ballistic missiles
indicate that the region is one miscalculation
away from a major naval engagement. The
economic impact is already evident in rising
oil prices and disrupted trade flows.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Bosnia and Herzegovina: The Election
Integrity Battle The internal stability of BiH
is strained by the upcoming October elections.
The Central Election Commission (CEC) is
fighting a rearguard action to implement
technological safeguards against fraud,
while political factions, particularly from the
RS, attempt to delegitimize the process.
Opposition leader Nebojsa Vukanovi¢’s filing
of criminal charges against RS leaders for a
"loss of hundreds of millions" in corruption
scandals (Comsar, highway lighting)
underscores the deep-seated resentment
toward the ruling elite. The purge at N1
further destabilizes the domestic environment
by removing a platform for such dissent.

Croatia: The Arson-Nationalism Feedback
Loop The arrest of individuals with dual
Serbian-Croatian citizenship for arson in
Zadar has been weaponized by right-wing
media to stir ethnic hatred. Milorad Pupovac
(SDSS) correctly identified this as "political
arson," where natural disasters are used to

religi ional hatred. This
societal polarization is compounded by the

Gospi¢ waste scandal, which has turned a
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local environmental issue into a national
referendum on the Plenkovi¢ government's
integrity.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

US Unilateralism and Trade Leverage The
Trump administration is utilizing a "deal-
making" posture that combines extreme
threats with temporary reprieves. The delay
of Canadian tariffs is framed as a victory for
"American workers," but the erratic nature of
these announcements creates a volatile trade
environment. The potential revival of the
Keystone XI. pipeline "from the grave"
suggests a total rollback of Biden-era
environmental diplomacy in favor of energy
dominance.

Russian Aggression and Asymmetric
Costs Russia continues to project power
through targeted civilian strikes in Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia, maintaining pressure on
Ukrainian governance. The Russian media
narrative that Ukraine is targeting Lugansk
(annexed territory) seeks to justify continued
escalation and domestic mobilization within
Russia. The conflict is increasingly being
framed as a long-term war of attrition where
"innovation and modern weaponry" are the
only paths to a Ukrainian advantage.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is increasingly bearish due
to the combination of maritime blockades and
labor unrest. In BiH, the 15.08% pension
increase is widely viewed as insufficient by
retirees who face "divine" price increases for
basic food and utilities, with many surviving
only via foreign remittances. Commodity
volatility is high; Brent crude has surged

back above $90/barrel following the

expiration of the US-Iran memorandum and
the Hormuz crisis.

* Oil Prices: Brent crude surpassed $90 per
barrel due to the Hormuz Strait blockade
and failed US-Iran negotiations.

* BiH Pensions: Average pension increased
to 714 KM for new retirees, though
minimal pensions remain at 450 KM,
sparking dissatisfaction.

* Energy Costs (BiH): Firewood and pellet
prices are rising ahead of winter; producers

warn prices will only go higher due to
labor and transport costs.

* Trade Disruptions: UAE suspended all
trade and financial transactions with
Iran, citing regional instability.

* US Tariffs: A 50% tariff on Canadian
goods was delayed by three days pending

finalization of a comprehensive trade
agreement.

* Ukraine Corruption Impact: Laundering
of $3.4 million involving state banks and
advisors indicates systemic risk in the
Ukrainian financial sector.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's transitions indicate a consolidation
of power by new corporate and security-
minded actors at the expense of veteran
administrators.

* Amir Zuki¢: Dismissed as Director of
Adria News/N1 BiH after 12.5 years;
management taken over by Pedro David
Vargas of Alpak Capital.

* Jevhen Hmara: Appointed as the new
Ukrainian Minister of Defense, moving
from his role as head of special operations
in the security agency.
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* Mykhailo Fedorov: Formerly a popular
minister, now in open political opposition
to Zelenskyy, calling for elections from the
"outside."

e Irina Mudra: Removed from her post as
Presidential Advisor following NABU

accusations of money laundering.

* Nebojsa Vukanovi¢: Confirmed his
ambition to run for the BiH Presidency in
2027, challenging  the Dodik/Vucic
influence.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

N1’s lead stories centered on the Ukrainian
political crisis and the N1 Ileadership
purge, reflecting a high degree of self-
interest in the survival of independent
journalism. The US-Iran Hormuz claim was
treated with high urgency, framed as a
destabilizing force for global trade. The
Sarajevo Film Festival served as a cultural
counterbalance, though even this was tinged
with politics through the honoring of Asghar
Farhadi. Buried stories included the ongoing
environmental degradation in Peru and
the technical details of medical
breakthroughs, which were pushed to late-
night slots. The tone was one of skeptical
alarm regarding institutional integrity in both
Ukraine and the Balkans.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts portray a world where
international law is secondary to domestic
political survival and unilateral power plays.

* Ukraine (Zelenskyy Administration):
Portrayed as increasingly defensive and
vulnerable to corruption, with cracks
appearing in the unified wartime facade.
Fedorov calls it a "systemic crisis of

governance" that punishes initiative.

United States (Trump Administration):
Framed as erratic and transactional. The
claim over Hormuz is presented as an
obvious deception and a threat to
regional peace, while the dismissal of sailor
welfare is seen as lack of compassion.

* Iran: Portrayed as defiant and militarily
active. The UAE’s detection of missiles
frames Tehran as a direct threat to
international shipping and "neighborly
relations."

* Alpak Capital: Framed as an opaque
corporate entity acting against media
freedom, with journalists demanding
"transparency on the source of their
financing."

* Russia: Portrayed as relentlessly

aggressive, focused on attrition through
civilian  terror in Kherson and

Zaporizhzhia.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Information warfare is currently manifesting

through "fake news" labels and the
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manipulation of electoral

narratives.

technology

* White House Gaslighting: The Trump
administration is labeling CNN reports and
military family grievances as "fake news"
to suppress domestic dissent over the
carrier deployments.

e BiH Electoral Spin: Opponents of
electoral scanners are spreading
disinformation that biometric data will be
stolen or misused, aiming to frighten voters
away from supporting technological
transparency.

Serbian Propaganda in Croatia: Arson is
being used to seed narratives of ethnic
conflict, with Croatian President Milanovi¢
and Serbian media both utilizing the Gospi¢
and OmiS crises to attack each other's
legitimacy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Ukrainian Governance Collapse: If
Zelenskyy does not address Fedorov's call
for elections or the corruption scandal,
Ukraine may face a civil-military split
that degrades front-line performance.

* Hormuz Escalation: Trump's claim over
the Strait likely signals an intent to
permanently station forces in Omani
waters, potentially leading to a hot war
with Iran within the next 30 days.

* BiH Electoral Fraud: The political stalling
of election tech suggests that the Oct 4
elections will be the most contested and
potentially violent in BiH's post-war history.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect massive
protests in Kyiv supported by the Fedorov
faction. The EUFOR exercises in BiH will
likely encounter "hybrid" provocations from
RS actors. Maritime insurance rates in the
Hormuz Strait will skyrocket, leading to a
global fuel price spike.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new
management of N1 will likely pivot toward
less confrontational reporting on regional
corruption, weakening anti-corruption efforts.
Trump’s trade deal with Canada will likely
serve as a blueprint for coercive trade
diplomacy with the EU.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The shift toward
biometric governance in BiH could either
secure its democracy or, if captured, provide a
toolkit for total authoritarian
Structural shifts in Ukrainian elite
dynamics suggest a post-war landscape
where the SBU (Security Service) plays the
dominant role in civil administration.

control.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Flashpoints are concentrated in maritime

corridors and fractured democratic

institutions.

* Risk: Full-scale naval conflict in the
Persian Gulf. Triggers: US attempt to
enforce "territorial" claims over Hormuz or
another Iranian missile launch.

Likelihood: High. Impact: Global energy

crisis and collapse of Middle Eastern trade.

Mitigations: Re-establishment of the naval

memorandum and UN intervention.
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* Risk: Internal collapse of the Ukrainian
state. Triggers: Mass protests in Kyiv
leading to a military coup or suspension of
aid due to the $3.4M corruption scandal.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Russian
victory and total destabilization of Eastern
Europe. Mitigations: Immediate
independent audit of presidential advisors
and credible roadmap for elections.

Risk: Media "Blackout" in the Balkans.
Triggers: Further purges at N1 and other
independent outlets by Alpak Capital.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Unchecked
corruption and rise of ethno-nationalist
authoritarianism in BiH and Serbia.
Mitigations: EU-led sanctions on media-
owning oligarchs and protection for
investigative journalists.

Risk: Electoral chaos in BiH. Triggers:
Failure to deliver scanners by the 45-day
deadline or widespread technical sabotage
on Oct 4. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Contested results leading to civil
unrest or secessionist moves by RS.
Mitigations: International oversight of the
scanner tender and deployment of technical
observers.

Risk: USS Abraham Lincoln Mutiny/
Operational Failure. Triggers: Deployment
exceeding 300 days without supply
replenishment or shore leave. Likelihood:
Low-Moderate. Impact: Loss of a key
strategic asset and severe damage to US
military recruitment/morale. Mitigations:
Immediate rotation of the carrier and
mental health support for crews.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The specific terms of the Canada-US

trade deal remain unknown, preventing a
true assessment of whether the tariff delay
is a genuine breakthrough or a temporary
stall.

There is a lack of information on the
Portuguese financing behind Alpak
Capital, which is critical to understanding if
they are acting as a front for regional
political interests.

The transcripts mention Russian strikes
in Lugansk only via Russian media
reports, leaving the true extent of
Ukrainian counter-offensives unverified.

The actual status of Hormuz mines is
contested; Trump claims they are cleared,
but UAE reports suggest ongoing missile
and maritime threats.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Scenario 1: The "Managed Dissidence"

Ploy. Fedorov's call for elections might be a
orchestrated pressure valve by the
Zelenskyy administration to identify and
neutralize internal rivals before they can
form a real coup threat, rather than a
genuine call for democracy.

Scenario 2: Alpak Capital as a Shield.
The takeover of N1 might not be for
censorship, but to privatize the political
risk of the channel, protecting it from
state-level lawsuits in Serbia and BiH by
placing it under  Western-European
corporate protection.
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* Black Swan: A massive arson attack in a
sensitive Croatian or BiH ethnic enclave,
falsely attributed to a foreign state,
triggering a regional war that bypasses the
OHR and EUFOR stabilizers.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Increase EUFOR patrols near
election centers in BiH to deter
intimidation of CEC staff during technology
deployment.

* Economic: Diversify energy imports
immediately as Hormuz risk indicates a
prolonged oil disruption.

* Diplomatic: The US must clarify the
Hormuz  "territory" map to avoid
permanent damage to maritime norms
and the UNCLOS framework.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Reroute maritime logistics
away from the Persian Gulf; assume
Hormuz is effectively closed for high-
value cargo.

* Regulatory Compliance: Monitor BiH
election results closely; a contested
outcome will likely lead to sanctions on
the RS financial sector.

* Capital Allocation: Invest in digital
identification and AI verification firms,
as the demand for fraud-prevention tech in
emerging democracies is surging.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Policy debates today focused on electoral
integrity, wartime governance structures, and
environmental regulation. The BiH CEC is

defending new identifi

while the Croatian Sabor faces an emergency
mandate to reform waste management
oversight.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c BiH Election Law Amendments:
Mandates biometric identification and
optical scanners for the Oct 4 elections;
intended to eliminate "dead voters" and
multiple-voting fraud.

o Croatia Criminal Code Revisions:
Proposed ban on displaying ARBiH and
NDH symbols in the RS; Ustavni sud
(Constitutional Court) ruled it does not
violate BoSnjak vital interests.

o Ukraine Wartime FElection Proposal:
A push by Fedorov to amend the
constitution to allow for elections

during martial law.

« HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Bakalar (CEC) Presser: Defended the
technical readiness for elections and

denied political spin regarding tender
delays.

o Milanovi¢ Press Release: Bypassed
standard procedures to 11 for th
extraordinary session of the Sabor on

waste dumping.

o Trump Social Media Briefing:
Asserted US sovereignty over Hormuz
and dismissed military family concerns
as fake news.

KEY STORIES

* Ukraine Ministry Change: Jevhen Hmara
replaces Mykhailo Fedorov as Defense
Minister; Fedorov calls for elections citing
"systemic crisis."
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* BiH N1 Purge: Amir Zuki¢ and other
directors removed by new owner Pedro
David Vargas (Alpak Capital); EF] calls for
oversight.

Hormuz Territory Claim: Trump maps
the Hormuz Strait as US territory; Iran and
UAE react with sharp diplomatic and
military warnings.

USS Abraham Lincoln Crisis: Families of
sailors dispute Trump's assessment of ship
readiness, reporting mental health and
supply failures.

Ukraine Corruption Probe: NABU
investigates presidential advisor Irina
Mudra and others for $3.4 million money
laundering scheme.

BiH Election Tech Deployment: CEC
proceeds with biometric identification and
scanners for Oct 4 despite political
opposition.

Croatia Wildfires: Massive fires in Omis
destroy 52 homes; arsonists with dual
citizenship arrested in Zadar.

Gospic¢ Waste Scandal: President
Milanovi¢ calls extraordinary session of
Sabor to address illegal dumping and
government negligence.

UAE-Iran Trade Break: Emirates stop all
trade with Iran after two ballistic missiles
targeted maritime traffic.

Canada-US Tariffs: 50% tariffs delayed 3
days as Trump claims a new comprehensive
deal is nearly finalized.

Keystone XL Revival: Trump suggests
bringing the cancelled pipeline project
"back from the grave."

BiH Pension Hike: 15.08% increase for

retirees in Federation; retirees complain it
doesn't cover food and utility spikes.

* Nebojsa Vukanovi¢ Interview: Opposition
leader announces candidacy for BiH
Presidency and files corruption charges in
RS.

* Sarajevo Film Festival: Asghar Farhadi
and Emily Watson honored; controversy
over N1's lack of accreditation for veteran
journalists.

* Peru Mudslides: State of emergency in
Arequipa and Lima as mudslides block Pan-
American Highway for 3+ days.

* Breza Mine Strike: Miners in BiH stop
work due to unpaid wages and lack of
communication from Elektroprivreda.

* EUFOR Exercise: "Fast Response 2026"
begins Aug 22 to demonstrate military
presence across BiH.

* Medical Tech - Rescue Foam: UAB
Hospital successfully uses new foam to stop
internal bleeding in trauma patients.

* ATl Ethics Research: Maximilian Keena
warns about the "illusion of empathy" in
artificial intelligence companions.

* Death of Vedrana Rudan: Famed
Croatian author and critic passes away at
77 after a long illness.

* Slovenian Crime Series: Premiere of a
new series inspired by a Ljubljana vault
heist at the Sarajevo Film Festival.

* Bahrain History Special: Analysis of
Bahrain's strategic importance and its
golden age of real estate and pearling.

Luzern/Sofia Smoke: Flights disrupted
and citizens warned to stay indoors due to
heavy smoke from regional fires.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from



around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news

coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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