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ALGERIA PROJECTS STRATEGIC
INDUSTRIAL SOVEREIGNTY AND
REGIONAL LEADERSHIP WHILE

CONFRONTING TRANSNATIONAL
SECURITY THREATS AND

NEIGHBORING STATE FAILURES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August  21-22,  2026,  was characterized by a

concerted effort by the Algerian state media

to  project  a  narrative  of  industrial  self-

sufficiency,  diplomatic  prestige,  and  internal

security vigilance.  The Algerian government,

represented  by  Prime  Minister  Sifiyab,

leveraged  the  opening  of  the  20th

Mediterranean Games in Italy to reaffirm its

"strategic  bilateral  partnership"  with  Rome,

securing  high-level  engagements  with

President  Sergio  Mattarella  and  Prime

Minister  Giorgia  Meloni.  This  diplomatic

maneuvering  occurs  against  a  backdrop  of

increasing  regional  friction,  specifically

targeting  the  Moroccan  "Makhzen"  for  its

alleged failure to repatriate the remains of its

citizens following a  mass migration crisis  in

Ceuta.

Domestic  reporting  focused  heavily  on  two

pillars:  internal  security  and  industrial

localization.  The  dismantling  of  a  massive

international  drug  trafficking  network

involving  over  10.4  million  psychotropic

capsules underscores  the  state's  battle

against  transnational  organized  crime.

Simultaneously,  a  comprehensive  feature  on

the Algerian Company of  Electrical  and Gas

Industries  (SAEG)  highlighted  a  transition

toward  100%  locally  manufactured

components  for  the  energy  sector,  ranging

from  EV  charging  stations  to  gas  turbines.

This  dual  focus  suggests  an  administration

prioritizing "energy sovereignty" and "border

integrity" as core tenets of national stability.

Furthermore, Algeria aligned itself with a 12-

nation  bloc  to  condemn strikes  on  a  Syrian

military base,  signaling its  continued role in

pan-Arab  and  Islamic  coordination.  The

peaceful  transition  of  leadership  within  the

influential Tijaniyya Order following the death

of  its  Sheikh  further  points  to  the  state's

careful  management  of  religious  institutions

to  maintain  social  cohesion.  The  overall

posture is one of a confident state seeking to

reduce  reliance  on  foreign  imports  while

positioning  itself  as  a  moral  and  political

leader  in  the  Mediterranean  and  Saharan

regions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Strategic Partnership with Italy

Prime  Minister  Sifiyab  represented

President Tebboune at an official reception

hosted  by  President  Sergio  Mattarella  in

Toronto, Italy (likely Taranto) for the 20th

Mediterranean Games.

The  meeting  reaffirmed  a  commitment  to

strengthening bilateral  cooperation across

various  sectors,  emphasizing  a  "strategic

partnership" beneficial to both populations.
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The  PM  met  with  248  Algerian  athletes,

emphasizing  the  role  of  sports  in

strengthening ties between Mediterranean

countries.

Transnational Crime Crackdown

Authorities  dismantled  an  international

drug network, seizing 33 kilograms of hard

drugs and  10.4  million  tablets  of

Pregabalin.

The  group  comprised  50  individuals,

including 25 currently at large of Algerian,

Moroccan,  and  Dutch  nationalities,

suggesting  a  complex  cross-border

operation.

Charges  include  money  laundering  and

smuggling  deemed  dangerous  to  public

safety.

Regional Diplomatic Realignment

Algeria joined 11 other nations (including

Turkey,  Saudi  Arabia,  and Indonesia)  in a

joint statement condemning air strikes on a

Syrian base.

The  group  described  the  attacks  as  a

blatant violation of Syria's sovereignty and

territorial integrity.

Industrial Localization Drive

The state-owned SAEG announced the local

manufacture of 1,000 EV charging stations

already installed nationwide.

Significant  progress  reported  in

manufacturing gas turbine components and

smart  meters,  aimed  at  reducing

dependence on foreign technical expertise.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Recruitment campaign launched for Special

Forces  at  the  Higher  School  for  Special

Forces  in  Biskra,  targeting  baccalaureate

holders with a minimum average of 12/20.

The  broadcast  featured  an  extensive

historical narrative on the resistance in the

Hoggar region, framing the military as the

successor to anti-colonial Saharan fighters.

Critical Infrastructure Security

Major focus on the maintenance of  large-

capacity  turbines,  with  SAEG  units  now

performing  repairs  previously  handled  by

foreign experts.

Expansion  of  high-voltage  transport  pylon

manufacturing  to  support  projects  linking

the north to Adrar and Timimoun.

Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats

Judicial  investigations  into  the

"transnational  organized  criminal  group"

for  drug trafficking are  being handled  by

the  National Criminal Center for the Fight

against  Terrorism,  indicating  a  perceived

link  between  narcotics  and  national

security threats.

Food & Water Security

Report  on  the  Khenchela  cattle  farm's

expansion into sheep farming to strengthen

food security.

Strong  nectarine  and  peach  harvests

reported,  creating  seasonal  jobs  and

meeting summer demands.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

Industrial Sovereignty as a State Ideology

The emphasis on SAEG and Sonelgaz suggests

that Algeria is moving beyond mere resource

extraction toward high-tech industrialization.

By  highlighting  the  local  production  of

complex electronics like  SMT technology for

smart  meters and  gas  turbine  blades,  the

state  is  signaling  to  foreign  partners  (and

domestic  audiences)  that  it  is  no  longer  a

passive  consumer  of  technology.  This

localization  is  explicitly  linked  to  "reducing

the  import  bill"  and  "mastering  modern

technology,"  presenting  a  narrative  of

economic  liberation  that  complements  its

historical narrative of political liberation.

Weaponizing Migrant  Crises  in  Regional

Rivalry The reporting on the Morocco-Ceuta

crisis  is  heavily  editorialized  to  cast  the

Moroccan  government  as  indifferent  and

incompetent.  By  focusing  on  the  unclaimed

remains of migrants and anonymous burials in

Spanish cemeteries, the Algerian state media

creates  a  moral  contrast.  The  narrative

suggests  that  while  Morocco  is  "unreliable"

despite  hosting  the  World  Cup,  Algeria  is  a

stable protector of its people and values. This

serves to justify Algeria’s cold stance toward

its neighbor and reinforces internal loyalty.

Continuity  Through  Religious  and

Historical Institutions The death and burial

of  Sheikh  Muhammad  Al-Aid  Tijani  was  not

merely  a  local  event  but  a  state-sanctioned

demonstration of  social  continuity.  The swift

appointment  of  a  successor  in  Touggourt

ensures the stability of the Tijaniyya Order, a

powerful  social  and  religious  force.  This  is

paired with long-form historical content about

the  Saharan  resistance  against  the  French

(the Battle of Tit), which serves to ground the

current  government’s  legitimacy  in  a

centuries-old  struggle  for  Saharan  territory.

The state is  effectively using "tradition" and

"history" to buffer against modern geopolitical

volatility.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Religious Social Stability

The  death  of  the  Sheikh  of  the  Tijana

Zawiya in Temasin could have been a point

of  friction;  however,  the  presence  of

government  officials  and  descendants at

the burial suggests a high degree of state-

religious integration.

The  transition  to  the  new  Sheikh,  Sidi

Muhammad  Al-Amine  Al-Tamasini,  was

described  as  following  "centuries-old

customs," reinforcing a sense of  historical

legacy and reform.

Social Pressures and Youth Employment

The  government  is  actively  publicizing

"seasonal  job  opportunities"  in  the  fruit

harvest to address youth unemployment.

The  recruitment  drive  for  Special  Forces

represents a classic strategy of  absorbing

ambitious  youth  into  the  security

apparatus,  offering  "honor  and

commitment" as a career path.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Algeria as a Regional Diplomatic Hub

The  "Joint  Statement"  with  12  nations

regarding  Syria  positions  Algeria  as  a

coordinator of a  principled position in line

with international law.
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The  visit  to  Italy  frames  Algeria  as  a

"friendly  partner"  to  the  EU,  specifically

Rome,  suggesting  an  attempt  to  bypass

more  friction-filled  relationships  (e.g.,

France, Morocco).

Hostility Toward Morocco

The  framing  of  Morocco  as  a  state

struggling to  contain a  "social  crisis"  and

failing  to  take  responsibility  for  its  own

minors indicates  that  diplomatic  relations

remain at a nadir.

Algeria is portraying itself as the "reliable"

Mediterranean  power  in  contrast  to  a

"chaotic" Moroccan neighbor.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Algeria is currently emphasizing a shift from a

rent-based  economy  to  one  based  on  value-

added industrial production. The state media

highlighted  the  success  of  specialized

industrial  units in the East (Setif,  El  Eulma)

and  West  (Oran),  specifically  within  the

energy sector. There is a clear move toward

export  readiness,  with  officials  stating  that

excess  production  of  carbon  monoxide

detectors and electric meters will be destined

for international markets.

Key Economic Vectors

Industrial  Capacity: SAEG’s  production

capacity  for  electronic  devices  is

approximately 6 million units per year.

Infrastructure Investment: Construction

of  high-voltage  pylon  production  facilities

in Rouiba to support national electrical grid

expansion.

Import Substitution: Transition to 100%

locally produced turbine blades and smart

cards,  previously  imported  from  foreign

manufacturers.

Labor  Market: Recruitment  of  412  new

employees  for  specialized  industrial  units

to support the "energy transition."

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The  reporting  highlighted  a  significant

transition  in  one  of  the  country's  most

important  social-religious  orders  and  a

continued presence of high-level government

officials in diplomatic roles.

Sidi Muhammad Al-Amine Al-Tamasini:

Appointed  as  the  new  Sheikh  of  the

Tijaniyya  Zawiya  in  Temasin.  This

appointment  is  critical  for  maintaining

social  order  in  the  Touggourt  region  and

ensures  the  continuity  of  a  longstanding

spiritual legacy.

Prime Minister Sifiyab: Currently serving

as the primary international surrogate for

President  Tebboune,  his  role  in  Italy

underscores his status as the top lieutenant

in the administration.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network’s  editorial  hierarchy  prioritized

state prestige and security above all else. The

lead  stories  were  the  Prime  Minister’s

diplomatic  visit  to  Italy  and  the  major  drug

bust,  emphasizing  external  recognition  and

internal strength. Significant airtime was also

given  to  the  industrial  progress  of  SAEG,

serving as a "success story" to reassure the

public  about  economic  modernization.

Conversely, the Moroccan migrant crisis was

framed as a moral and political failure of the

neighbor,  while  the  Gaza remains  story  was

used to maintain the network's long-standing

pro-Palestine  stance.  The  "buried"  aspect  is

the lack of any reporting on internal dissent
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or  inflation,  focusing  instead  on  "abundant

harvests"  and  "technological  mastery."  The

inclusion  of  a  long  docudrama  on  Saharan

history suggests an effort to utilize television

for nationalist education and identity building.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

Algerian  state  media  maintains  a  binary

framing: Algeria and its allies are principled

and competent, while its rivals are chaotic or

aggressive.

COUNTRIES

Algeria: Portrayed  as  a  burgeoning

industrial  power and a reliable diplomatic

partner.  The state is shown as  supporting

its  athletes and  mastering  complex

technology like gas turbine maintenance.

Morocco: Depicted  as  a  failed  state  that

abandons  its  citizens.  Phrases  like  "the

Makhzen blamed for driving thousands to

flee"  and  its  refusal  to  claim  remains

highlight a "harsh reality and despair."

Italy: Framed as a respectful and "friendly"

strategic  partner,  with  its  leadership

offering "warm greetings"  to  the Algerian

President.

Syria: Portrayed  as  a  victim  of  "zionist"

aggression  whose  sovereignty  and

territorial integrity must be respected.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Sonelgaz/SAEG: Framed as the engine of

Algerian  development,  moving  from

"expertise  previously  provided  by

foreigners" to 100% Algerian know-how.

Tijaniyya Order: Portrayed as a  pillar  of

stability and "spiritual legacy" that works in

harmony with the state.

Zionist  Entity  (Israel): Consistently

framed  as  a  "occupier"  and  aggressor  in

both  Syria  and  Gaza,  responsible  for

"brutality" and "massacres."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Algeria  is  actively  shaping  a  narrative  of

"Mastered Sovereignty." This involves:

Narrative Seeding: The persistent use of

the term "zionist" for any Israeli action and

"Makhzen"  for  Moroccan  policy  creates  a

standardized ideological vocabulary for the

viewer.

Success  Propaganda: The  extensive,

almost promotional, coverage of industrial

units  (like  the  EV  charger  production)  is

designed to counter narratives of economic

stagnation.

Historical  Parallelism: Using  a

docudrama  about  19th-century  Saharan

resistance to frame current Saharan border

security  efforts  as  a  continuation  of  a

"heroic struggle."

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Deepening  Energy  Ties  with  Europe:

The  high-level  focus  on  Italy  suggests

Algeria may be positioning itself to become

the primary energy and industrial partner

for Southern Europe, potentially displacing

French influence.

Increased  Border  Militarization: The

major  drug  bust  and  the  focus  on  the

Hoggar resistance history suggest that the

government  will  continue  to  ramp  up

military  presence  in  the  south  to  combat

"transnational threats."
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Industrial Export Push: As SAEG reaches

its 6-million-unit capacity, expect Algeria to

start  aggressive  trade  outreach  in  sub-

Saharan  Africa  to  export  its  locally  made

electrical and safety components.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a spike in

nationalist  sentiment  following  the

Mediterranean Games results  and continued

media  pressure  on  Morocco  regarding  the

Ceuta remains. The 25 suspects at large in the

drug  network  will  likely  lead  to  a  series  of

high-profile arrests or extradition requests.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months): The

integration of new EV charging stations and

smart meters will likely face logistics hurdles

despite  the  manufacturing  success.

Diplomatic  efforts  will  focus  on  forming  a

more permanent  bloc  among the 12 nations

that condemned the Syria strikes.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Algeria’s  push for

industrial  localization  could  lead  to  a

structural shift in its economy, moving it from

a  raw  material  exporter  to  a  regional

manufacturer  of  electrical  infrastructure.

Regimes  stability  will  likely  depend  on

whether  this  industrialization  successfully

absorbs  the  youth  demographic  currently

being recruited into the military.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The Algerian  state  faces  significant  regional

risks that could impact its domestic industrial

agenda.

Regional  Contagion  from  Moroccan

Instability: The  migrant  crisis  in  Ceuta

could  lead  to  wider  regional  unrest  or  a

surge  in  smuggling  activity.  Triggers:

Economic  collapse  in  Moroccan  border

regions  or  further  mass  exodus  events.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High

(border  pressure,  security  costs).

Mitigations: Increased  military  patrols,

diplomatic isolation of the "Makhzen."

Escalation  of  Conflict  in  Syria/Gaza:

Algeria's  vocal  opposition  to  "zionist"

actions  could  make  it  a  target  for

diplomatic  or  economic  retaliation.

Triggers: Expansion  of  Israeli  air

campaigns  into  broader  regional  targets.

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: High

(regional  volatility,  oil  price  fluctuations).

Mitigations: Strengthening  the  12-nation

Islamic diplomatic bloc.

Transnational  Drug  Trafficking

Blowback: The  massive  seizure  of

Pregabalin indicates that Algeria is a major

target  for  "organized  criminal  groups"

involving  European  (Dutch)  and  regional

actors. Triggers: Retaliatory violence from

dismantled  networks.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Moderate  (public

safety,  corruption  risks).  Mitigations:

Specialized  anti-terrorism/organized  crime

judicial units.

• 

• 

• 

• 
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Failure  of  Industrial  Localization: The

state’s heavy investment in SAEG might fail

to reach profitability if  export markets do

not  materialize.  Triggers: Global

competition or trade barriers.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: High  (waste  of  state

funds,  unemployment).  Mitigations: Sub-

Saharan African trade agreements.

Religious  Leadership  Transition

Friction: While  the  Tijaniyya  transition

appears stable, any internal dissent within

the  order  could  destabilize  the  south.

Triggers: Disputes over the new Sheikh's

legitimacy. Likelihood: Low. Impact: High

(social  unrest  in  Touggourt/Saharan

regions).  Mitigations: Direct  state

patronage and oversight of the order.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  broadcasts  provided  a  highly  curated

view of the state, leaving several critical areas

unaddressed:

There  was  no  mention  of  the  actual

inflation rate affecting the citizens' ability

to buy the "abundant harvest" described.

The  "transnational  organized  criminal

group"  bust  mentioned  25  suspects  at

large,  including  Dutch  and  Moroccan

nationals, but the degree of international

cooperation (or  lack  thereof)  with  those

countries was omitted.

The industrial deep dive on SAEG did not

mention production costs versus the cost

of  imported  equivalents,  leaving  the

economic viability of localization unverified.

The  health  and  specific  daily  activities  of

President  Tebboune were  absent,  with

the  PM  serving  as  a  constant  surrogate,

which  could  mask  leadership

vulnerabilities.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

Industrial  Veneer: The  heavy  focus  on

SAEG’s "100% Algerian" technology might

be a façade to hide continued reliance on

imported kits  for  final  assembly,  designed

to  bolster  nationalist  pride  rather  than

genuine technological independence.

Black  Swan  -  Regional  War: The  joint

statement by 12 nations against the Syria

strikes  could  be  the  precursor  to  a  more

formal military alliance that drags Algeria

into  a  direct  regional  confrontation,

deviating from its historical policy of non-

intervention.

Regime Surrogate Fatigue: The constant

use of Prime Minister Sifiyab as a surrogate

for President Tebboune at major events like

the Mediterranean Games might be causing

a friction point within the elite, signaling a

brewing succession battle hidden behind a

show of unity.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Algeria  should  leverage  its  "privileged"

relationship with Italy to secure technology

transfers  that  bolster  its  smart-grid  and

renewable energy infrastructure goals.

The  government  should  formalize  the  12-

nation  bloc  that  condemned  the  Syria

strikes  into  a  standing  committee  for

regional  security  coordination  to  enhance

its diplomatic weight.
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Internal  security  must  prioritize

intelligence  sharing  with  Sahelian

neighbors to prevent the "Dutch-Moroccan"

drug  networks  from  exploiting  southern

border gaps.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Investors should monitor the expansion of

SAEG as  an  indicator  of  which  industrial

sectors  (electronics,  plastics,  heavy

machinery) will receive state subsidies and

import protection.

The  focus  on  localized  energy

infrastructure  suggests  a  growing  market

for specialized components and software in

the Algerian "smart grid" sector.

Supply  chain  managers  must  account  for

heightened border risks and potential trade

disruptions  with  Morocco,  favoring

northern  Mediterranean  routes  for

logistics.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  primarily  on

judicial  enforcement  and  military

institutionalization  rather  than  new

parliamentary bills.

BILLS  DISCUSSED/DEBATED: No

specific legislative bills were debated in the

transcripts;  however,  the  judicial

investigation  into  transnational  crime

follows  established  anti-terrorism  and

smuggling laws.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS: The

Public  Prosecutor's  Office  at  the  National

Criminal  Center  for  the  Fight  against

Terrorism  held  a  briefing  regarding  the

dismantling of a 50-person criminal group.

HEARINGS  &  PRESS  EVENTS: The

Higher School for Special Forces in Biskra

announced  a  recruitment  campaign

following  the  Ministry  of  Defense's

guidelines  for  the  2026-2027  academic

year.

KEY STORIES

Algeria-Italy Diplomatic Mission: Prime

Minister  Sifiyab  represents  President

Tebboune  in  Italy  for  the  Mediterranean

Games,  holding  high-level  talks  with

President Mattarella and PM Meloni about

strategic bilateral partnerships.

Major  International  Drug  Bust:

Dismantling of a criminal network involving

50 suspects and the seizure of 10.4 million

Pregabalin  capsules  and  33  kg  of  hard

drugs.

Condemnation of Syria Air Strikes: 12

nations,  including  Algeria,  Turkey,  and

Saudi  Arabia,  issue  a  joint  statement

condemning  zionist  strikes  on  a  Syrian

military base.

SAEG  Industrial  Feature: A  detailed

report  on  Algeria's  progress  in  localizing

the  production  of  gas  turbines,  EV

chargers, and smart meters.

Burial  of  Sheikh  Muhammad  Al-Aid

Tijani: The  influential  religious  leader  of

the  Tijaniyya  Order  is  laid  to  rest  in

Touggourt with  high-level  state

representation.

Ceuta  Migration  Crisis: Report  on  the

Moroccan government's failure to claim the

remains of its citizens who died attempting

to reach the Spanish enclave of Ceuta.

Recovery of Gaza Martyrs: The remains

of  50  people,  including  19  children,  are

recovered  from  rubble  in  Gaza  after  two

and a half years.
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Khenchela Agriculture Success: Feature

on  cattle  farming  expansion  and  fruit

harvests bolstering national food security.

Special Forces Recruitment: The military

school  in  Biskra  opens  its  doors  to  new

recruits for the Special Forces.

Saharan Resistance History: A historical

docudrama  recounting  the  1881  Flatters

expedition and the resistance of the Tuareg

tribes in the Hoggar region.

Grand Splash Game Show: A competitive

aquatic  obstacle  course  show  featuring

young  Algerian  candidates  Maroa  and

Masaoud.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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