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ALGERIA LEVERAGES ENERGY
DIPLOMACY AND REVOLUTIONARY
LEGACY TO PROJECT REGIONAL
HEGEMONY WHILE INTENSIFYING
DIPLOMATIC AND INFORMATION
WARFARE AGAINST MOROCCO.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The Algerian state media narrative for August
25, 2026, is dominated by the projection of
Algeria as a pivotal energy hub for Europe
and a stabilizing force in North Africa. The
centerpiece of this effort is the Trans-Saharan
Gas Pipeline (TSGP), a multi-billion dollar
project intended to transport 30 billion cubic
meters of Nigerian gas through Niger to
Algerian ports. By framing this project as an
"African European energy
security, Algiers is actively positioning itself
as an indispensable geopolitical partner,
aiming to diversify its economy away from raw
extraction toward high-value transit and
infrastructure management.

solution" to

Domestically, the government is utilizing
historical and religious legitimacy to
maintain social cohesion. Extensive coverage
was granted to the 69th anniversary of the
Battle of Flaoussen and the "Morbihan

operations" in France, reinforcing the
military’s foundational role in the state's
identity. Simultaneously, the institution of the
"Prize of the Prophet’s Sira" by President
Tebboune serves to align the presidency with
traditional religious values, countering
potential Islamist critiques and providing a
veneer of spiritual leadership during the
Mawlid celebrations. This "memory policy" is
coupled with visible infrastructure wins, such
as the modernization of public lighting in the
capital and new specialized hospitals, to
signal governance competence.

Concurrently, the broadcast maintains a
highly aggressive stance toward Morocco,
framing the neighboring kingdom as a
"narco-state" and a source of regional
instability. Utilizing reports of Spanish
investigations, the network highlighted
Moroccan involvement in large-scale drug
trafficking, electronic espionage (Pegasus),
and the weaponization of migration. This
narrative serves to justify Algeria’s closed-
border policy and its strategic pivot toward
sub-Saharan partners like Niger and Nigeria,
effectively attempting to isolate Rabat while
building a competing "South-South" corridor
of influence.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Progress on the Trans-Saharan Gas
Pipeline (TSGP)

* The project involves a 4,128 km pipeline

with 21 pumping stations designed to move

30 billion cubic meters of natural gas
annually to European markets.
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» Algeria is positioning itself as a "gas hub," Institutional Reshuffle at the Election

similar to Turkey or Belgium, utilizing its Authority (ANIE)

existing 12,000 km network and

Mediterranean pipelines (Transmed and * President Tebboune ended the functions of
Medgaz) to secure long-term transit fees Karim Khalfane and appointed Said Arous
and geopolitical leverage over FEuropean as the new president of the National
consumers. Independent Election Authority.

e Collaboration with Niger’s national * This move suggests a tightening of control
company (Sonidep) and Nigeria’s NNPC is over the electoral apparatus ahead of
framed as a strategic alliance to bypass future political cycles.
traditional = Western-dominated energy
routes. KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Escalation of Narrative Warfare Against Armed Conflict & Militarization

Morocco

. . . o  Significant airtime was dedicated to the
* Reports cited a Spanish investigation Battle of Flaoussen (1957), emphasizing
alleging Moroccan intelligence involvement the "regular army" structure of the FLN/

in trafficking six tons of cannabis and ALN and their ability to inflict heavy
conducting electronic spying on Spanish

security officials.

casualties (700 French dead) despite

NATO-supported colonial forces.

* The "Makhzen" (Moroccan ruling elite) was e The
accused of systemic corruption, using

"Morbihan operations" (1958) were
highlighted as a demonstration of the

Pegasus spyware, and neglecting its own Federation of the FLN in France's ability to
citizens through forced evictions and the move the battlefield to the “"enemy's
suppression of religious rituals during heartland."

Mawlid.

e Algeria is framing Morocco’s regional Energy & Critical Minerals

posture as "Zionist-aligned" and hostile to

the Islamic faith and North African stability. » Algeria aims to fill the gap left by the

cessation of Russian gas to the EU by

Energy Transition and Solar Expansion 2027, positioning the TSGP as the primary
alternative to US LNG and other stable
* The partial commissioning of the Ain Naga suppliers.

solar plant in Biskra (150 MW) marks a + The domestic solar program is intended to

step toward the national target of 15,000 reduce CO2 emissions by 280,000 tons

MW of renewable energy by 2035. annually while freeing up more natural

* The project achieved a 55% local gas for export at higher global prices.
integration rate, signaling an effort to
build a domestic industrial base for green
technology.
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Critical Infrastructure Security

* Completion of specialized hospital projects
(e.g., Yahia Fares Hospital in Ain Benian)
with 120-bed capacities and modern
surgical facilities is touted as a success in
expanding the "health map" of the capital.

* Expansion of grain storage infrastructure
in Relizane, including 12 metal silos with a
200,000 quintal capacity, targets national
food sovereignty.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* Algeria’s participation in the Agra 2026
fair in Slovenia represents a push for
diplomatic and economic ties with Eastern
Europe, specifically in ag-tech and Al

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of History for Current
Legitimacy The broadcast extensively uses
historical retrospectives to validate the
current military-backed government. By
focusing on the Battle of Flaoussen, the state
media reinforces the narrative that the
Algerian military is not merely a defense force
but the "soul of the nation," born from an
asymmetric struggle against superior Western
technology. This serves to justify high military
spending and the military's
influence in governance as a protector against
"neo-colonial" threats, particularly those
framed as emanating from Morocco.

continued

Energy as Geopolitical Shield The Trans-
Saharan Gas Pipeline (TSGP) is presented as
more than just a commercial venture; it is an
instrument of statecraft. By integrating the
economies of Niger and Nigeria into its transit
network, Algeria is creating a buffer zone of
mutual economic interest that discourages

regional instability. Furthermore, by targeting
the 2027 window when the EU plans to pivot
fully away from Russian energy, Algeria is
setting the stage to increase its leverage over
European foreign policy toward North Africa.

The "Makhzen" as a Universal Foe The
narrative against Morocco has evolved into a
multi-faceted smear campaign. It is no longer
just about the Western Sahara; it now
encompasses narcotics, espionage, and
religious betrayal. By highlighting social
unrest in Morocco (evictions and protests),
Algerian state media is attempting to sow
doubt about the stability of the Monarchy
while simultaneously warning its own citizens
of the "chaos" that comes with Moroccan-style
governance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

While the broadcast projects an image of
stability, several reports hint at underlying
efforts to manage potential social discontent.
The modernization of public lighting in
Algiers (75% completed) and the presidential
prize for religious scholarship suggest a
government keen to improve daily life and
secure the "moral high ground" to prevent
civil unrest.

* Institutional Consolidation: The removal
of the interim head of the election authority
(ANIE) and the appointment of Said Arous
suggests a move toward permanent, loyal
leadership in key oversight bodies.

* Economic Paternalism: Reports on the
"Angham Saifia" variety show and local
tourism in Colo (Skikda) emphasize a
"return to normalcy" and state-provided
leisure, likely intended to distract from
inflationary pressures in the broader
economy.
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* Regional Disparity: The focus on new
healthcare facilities in Adrar (kidney
dialysis) indicates an awareness of the need
to address historically underserved
southern provinces to mitigate separatist or
protest sentiments.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Algeria is portraying itself as an emerging
non-aligned power that acts as a bridge
between the Global South and the European
Union. The framing of the "outside world" is
binary: the South (Niger, Nigeria) is a zone of
opportunity and solidarity, while parts of
the North (Spain, Slovenia) are economic
partners, and the immediate neighbor
(Morocco) is a hostile, Zionist-aligned threat
matrix.

* South-South Cooperation: The training
of Nigerian and Nigerien energy personnel
through Sonatrach is framed as a form of

technological sovereignty, reducing the

continent's reliance on foreign expertise.

* European Pivot: The diplomatic focus on
Slovenia for agricultural technology
suggests Algeria is looking for smaller, less
"colonial" European partners to modernize
its food production sector.

Active Defense: The broadcast highlights
Algeria's role as a ‘"barrier" against
Moroccan drug flows, positioning itself as
the protector of European society from
North African criminality.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Algerian economy is currently undergoing
a state-led modernization drive focused on
energy transit, solar power, and agricultural
self-sufficiency. While hydrocarbon exports

remain the primary revenue source, the
government is aggressively pushing for "local
integration" in its major projects to reduce
foreign currency outflows. The market
sentiment portrayed is one of cautious
optimism, contingent on the successful
realization of massive infrastructure projects
like the TSGP.

Key Economic Vectors

* Hydrocarbon Transit: The TSGP aims for
30 BCM capacity; Algeria already manages
12,000 km of pipelines and 30% of pumping
infrastructure for the region.

Renewable Energy: The Ain Naga plant
contributes 150 MW toward a 15,000 MW
target; local steel and cable production are
being prioritized.

* Agriculture & Storage: Grain storage
capacity in Relizane is being expanded to
200,000 quintals; grape production in
Boumerdes covers 50% of national needs.

* Public Works: Public lighting programs in

Algiers have seen a 30% energy saving
through the adoption of LED technology.

Capital Flow: The Algerian Customs
introduced digital declaration services to

facilitate currency monitoring and transit
for travelers.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Political appointments announced today signal
a consolidation of administrative control over
the electoral and religious spheres.

* Said Arous: Appointed by President
Tebboune as the new President of ANIE,
replacing the interim Karim Khalfane. This
indicates a move to stabilize the election

management body with a permanent
loyalist.
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e Karim Khalfane: His functions as interim
President of ANIE were terminated,
suggesting he was either a placeholder or

failed to meet executive expectations.

* Mohamed El Mamoun El Kacimi EFEl
Hassani: As the Rector of the Great
Mosque of Algiers, he is being positioned
as the primary state-sanctioned religious
authority, leading Mawlid ceremonies
alongside the Prime Minister.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Lead Stories were dominated by state-
sponsored religious celebrations and massive
energy infrastructure projects (TSGP and
Solar). These were presented with high
production values and an optimistic,
nationalistic tone. The Moroccan Scandal
regarding drug trafficking was given high
urgency, framed as a breaking security threat,
utilizing Spanish sources to lend an air of
international credibility to Algerian claims.

Buried Stories included the actual cost and
financing details of the TSGP, as well as any
mention of domestic inflation or the specific
reasons for the sudden reshuffle at ANIE. The
Conspicuous Omissions are significant:
there was no mention of the Western Sahara
conflict directly, nor were there any reports on
the status of political detainees or opposition
activities. The broadcast functioned largely as
a distraction matrix, focusing on music,
fashion, and historical glory to offset potential
economic anxiety.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical world is framed as a struggle
between "authentic" sovereign nations
(Algeria and its African partners) and

"corrupt" regional proxies (Morocco). Europe
is viewed as an opportunistic partner that
must be managed through energy leverage.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Algeria / Abdelmadjid Tebboune:
Portrayed as a strong, principled defender
of faith and a visionary leader of African
energy. "The President... institutes the prize
for the Prophet's Sira... to anchor national
references."

* Morocco / The Makhzen: Framed as an
inept, corrupt, and hostile narco-state.
"These Moroccan criminal networks are
violent... ready to confront forces... using
hashish as a political lever."

* Niger & Nigeria: Framed as competent,
sovereign partners in a historic "South-
South" alliance. "Synergy between these
countries... accelerates the project's
realization... transforming Niger into a
transit hub."

* Slovenia: Portrayed as a promising new
partner for Algerian technological
modernization. "A strategic platform...
opening doors to new opportunities in Al
and agriculture."

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Sonatrach: Framed as the "quiet engine"
of African development with 60 years of
expertise. It is described as the "backbone"
of the TSGP project.

* Moroccan Drug Networks: Characterized
as transnational criminal organizations
that threaten European stability. "Groups
disposant of means... using fast boats...
linking Moroccan coasts to Southern
Spain."
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The Algerian media is currently engaged in a
sophisticated narrative seeding operation
regarding the TSGP and the Moroccan threat.

* Narrative Seeding: By emphasizing the
EU's 2027 deadline to stop Russian gas
imports, the media is signaling to European
leaders that Algeria is their only viable
alternative, hoping to influence diplomatic
stances on regional issues.

* Propaganda: The historical segments on
Flaoussen wuse high-emotion language
("ash," "blood," "miracle of evolution") to
conflate the 1957 struggle with modern
governance, suggesting that any criticism
of the state is a betrayal of the martyrs.

* Spin vs. Truth: The report on ANIE
focuses on "improving public services,"
whereas the likely ground truth involves
ensuring the election body is led by a
reliable loyalist ahead of upcoming votes.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Energy Diplomacy Success: If the TSGP
continues its current pace, Algeria will
likely secure a long-term security
guarantee from the EU, making the West
less likely to support Moroccan claims in
the Western Sahara or criticize Algerian
human rights records.

* Escalation with Morocco: The constant
framing of Morocco as a narco-state
suggests that Algiers is preparing the
domestic public for a potential permanent
severing of ties or even limited military
skirmishes,  justified as "anti-drug"
operations.

* Domestic Paternalism: The state will
continue to lean on symbolic wins
(religious prizes, museum openings in
Cherchell, variety shows) to maintain a
"politics of pleasure" that masks the
structural difficulties of economic
diversification.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect further
legal and diplomatic pressure on Morocco
through international forums, citing the
Spanish drug investigation. Internally, the
new ANIE president will likely begin a
"restructuring" that replaces lower-level
officials with loyalists.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The TSGP will
reach critical financing milestones, likely
involving European or Chinese capital.
Domestic solar integration will be touted in
international climate forums to improve
Algeria's "green" credentials while it remains
a top fossil fuel exporter.

Long Term (1-5 Years): By 2030, the
completion of the TSGP corridor will
fundamentally shift the balance of power in
North Africa. Algeria will become the primary
gatekeeper of sub-Saharan energy, potentially
leading to a new regional bloc that isolates
Morocco and challenges traditional French
influence in the Sahel.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Regional Conflict with Morocco.
Triggers: Border skirmishes or accusations
of state-sponsored terrorism. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (disruption of gas
flows, regional war). Mitigations: Increased
UN mediation and European diplomatic
pressure to maintain energy flow.
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* Risk: Failure/Delay of the TSGP.
Triggers: Insurgency in Niger or financing
collapse. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Severe (loss of Algeria’s strategic lever
over  Europe). Mitigations: Military
cooperation with Niger and diversification
of funding sources (BRICS/China).

* Risk: Domestic Social Unrest. Triggers:
Food inflation or youth unemployment
spikes. Likelihood: Low-Moderate. Impact:
High (political instability). Mitigations:
State subsidies, infrastructure spending
(hospitals, lighting), and distraction

through cultural programming.

* Risk: Moroccan Electronic Sabotage.
Triggers:  Targeted  cyberattacks on
Algerian energy or election infrastructure.
Likelihood: High (based on Pegasus
allegations). Impact: Moderate.
Mitigations: Tech sovereignty
partnerships with non-Western powers
(Russia/China).

* Risk: Energy Market Volatility. Triggers:
Global pivot to renewables faster than
anticipated. Likelihood: Low. Impact:
Moderate. Mitigations: Rapid scaling of the
Biskra solar hub.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Financing the TSGP: The broadcast
describes the technical aspects but
completely omits how the billions of dollars
required for the pipeline are being secured,
particularly given Nigeria and Niger's
economic struggles.

* Niger’s Political Stability: The media
portrays Niger as a reliable partner but
ignores the ongoing security threats and
the presence of militant groups along the

proposed pipeline route.

* Domestic Economic Health: Beyond
infrastructure projects, there is a total lack

of data on inflation, currency value, or

private sector growth, leaving a
significant gap in assessing internal
resilience.

* Moroccan Perspective: The allegations of
spying and drug trafficking are presented
as indisputable facts without any mention
of the Moroccan government's denials or
the specific evidence provided by Spanish
courts.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The TSGP as a "White Elephant": While
Algiers frames the pipeline as a strategic
triumph, it could become a massive economic
drain. If Europe pivots to green hydrogen or
US LNG faster than expected, Algeria could
be left with thousands of kilometers of
stranded assets and enormous debt,
weakening the state’s ability to maintain its
social contract.

The "External Enemy" as a Desperation
Tactic: The intensity of the anti-Morocco
rhetoric might not be a sign of strength, but a
cover for internal fragmentation within the
Algerian elite. By manufacturing a constant
state  of siege, the
government can suppress internal dissent and

justify the reshuffling of election authorities
without public pushback.

"narco-espionage"

Black Swan Event: A military coup in
Nigeria or Niger specifically targeting
energy assets could collapse the TSGP project
overnight, leading to an immediate Algerian
financial crisis and potentially forcing the
military to take direct control of the
government to manage the fallout.
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

debate, emphasizing the dominance of the
presidency over institutional governance.

* Presidential Decree on ANIE: Formalizes
the transition of power from Karim
Khalfane to Said Arous as head of the
National Independent Election Authority

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Leverage the 2027 Russian gas exit to
demand high-tech security and industrial
concessions from the EU in exchange for ffectively immediately.

TSGP priority. * Presidential Decree on Religious

Formalize a Tri-National Security Task
Force (Algeria-Niger-Nigeria) to protect
critical pipeline infrastructure from
regional militants.

Utilize the Presidential Sira Prize to
engage in religious diplomacy with sub-
Saharan partners, framing the TSGP as a
"Muslim solidarity" project.

Prizes: Establishes the "Algeria Prize for
the Prophet’s Sira," creating an annual
national and triennial international award
to be state-funded.

TSGP Tri-State Agreement: Mention of
the July 2022 framework which continues
to govern the technical and legal
coordination between Algeria, Niger, and
Nigeria.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain Opportunity: Significant KEY STORIES

demand for solar infrastructure
components (cables, steel, PV panels) as
Algeria targets 15,000 MW.

* Regulatory Risk: The reshuffle at ANIE
and the shift in customs digitalization
signal a period of changing administrative
rules; investors should prioritize localized
legal counsel.

* Trans-Saharan Gas Pipeline (TSGP)
Project: A massive 4,128 km pipeline
project linking Nigeria to Algeria via Niger.
Designed to transport 30 billion cubic
meters of gas to Europe. Involves 21
pumping stations and leverages Algeria's
12,000 km existing network. Framing
emphasizes African energy sovereignty and
European dependence on the corridor.

* Ag-Tech Niche: The push for agricultural
modernization (silos and grape varieties)
presents an opening for European ag-tech
firms, especially those modeled on the
Slovenian partnership.

* Moroccan Drug and Espionage
Scandal: Reports on a Spanish
investigation into Moroccan intelligence
involvement in smuggling six tons of
cannabis and wusing Pegasus spyware
against Spanish officials. Frame: Morocco

as a threat to European and African
The day's legislative activity was focused on security.

executive decrees rather than parliamentary

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP
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* Ain Naga Solar Plant Commissioning:
Partial launch of a 150 MW solar facility in
Biskra, part of a 15,000 MW national plan
for 2035. Features 245,000 solar panels
and a 55% local integration rate.

* ANIE Leadership Change: Removal of
Karim Khalfane and appointment of Said
Arous as President of the National
Independent Election Authority by
presidential decree.

* Battle of Flaoussen Retrospective:
Detailed historical report on the 1957
battle against French colonial forces in the
Tlemcen region. Emphasizes the

martyrdom of 500 Algerian martyrs and the
"regular army" status of the ALN.

Presidential Prize for Prophet's Sira:
President Tebboune institutes a new prize
for religious scholarship to coincide with
Mawlid celebrations, intended to bolster
religious identity.

* Agra 2026 Fair in Slovenia: Algerian
economic operators showcased olive oil,
cheese, and industrial equipment at a
major fair in Slovenia, seeking partnerships
in Al and ag-tech.

Algiers Public Lighting Program: A
report on the 75% completion of a program
to replace old sodium lighting with LED
technology across the capital, reducing
ner nsumption %.

Cherchell Underwater Archaeology:
Feature on the National Center for
Archaeological Research (CNRA) and its
work mapping the underwater heritage of
the ancient capital of Caesarea of
Mauritania.

Relizane Grain Storage: Construction of
12 metal silos nearing 85% completion,
intended to secure grain supplies for the
western region.

* New Specialized Hospitals: Completion
of the 120-bed hospital in Ain Benian and
a dialysis center in Adrar to serve local
populations.

* Mediterranean Games Update: Algeria
reaching eight medals (1 gold, 1 silver, 6
bronze) with recent successes in boxing
and raffa.

* Morbihan Operations Anniversary:
Commemoration of the August 25, 1958,
attacks by the FLN against industrial

targets in metropolitan France.

* Angham Saifia Variety Show: Cultural
program featuring music from Tizi Ouzou
and Skikda, showcasing traditional fashion

n isine.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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