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CIVIL UNREST &
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DOJ/FBI Scrutiny (MN
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INTERNAL:
EXECUTIVE CONSOLIDATION
& JUDICIAL WINS

Pam B iNoem _Todd Markwayne Kash
Blanche Mullin  Patel
(e) ) (AG)  (DHS)  (FBI)
Removed over  Shift to Ideologically
Epstein Files &  Aligned Execution:
FEMA Management Mass Deportations &
Friction Prosecution Focus

SCOTUS VICTORY:
VOTER RESTRICTIONS

MAIL-IN BALLOT
|| RESTRICTIONS
ORDER CLEARED
USPS Barcode Rule Linked

to DHS Citizenship Registry
(60 days to Midterms)

SOUTH CAROLINA SENATE:
MAGA CONSOLIDATION
Darline Graham
winning primary
Trump Endorsement
Dominates, Freedom
Caucus Blow

REPORT OVERVIEW: TRENDS, RISKS & OUTLOOK

DEEP DIVE TRENDS: RISK & FORESIGHT:
Executive Unilateralism vs. High Risk of North American Grid
Legislative Stasis. Weaponization Instability & Global Financial Shock.
of Citizenship. Re-Industrialization Widespread Disenfranchisement Risk.
through Protectionism. Crisis Short-Term Mass Arrests & Supply
of Institutional Trust & Chain Disruptions. Long-Term
Partisan Polarization. Shift to Economic Nationalism.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE:
Massive escalation in unilateral
economic statecraft & internal
restructuring. Trade talks collapse,
tariffs imposed. MAGA power
solidifies, cabinet dissent purged.
SCOTUS clears voter rules.

Dolly Parton Dies at 80. National Tributes & Imagination Library Legacy.
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THE TRUMP ADMINISTRATION
SHIFTS TO "MAXIMUM PRESSURE"
ECONOMIC WARFARE AGAINST
CANADA AND IRAN WHILE
CONSOLIDATING CABINET
CONTROL AND SECURING JUDICIAL
WINS ON VOTER RESTRICTIONS.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

August 25, 2026, was defined by a massive
escalation in unilateral economic statecraft
and the simultaneous restructuring of
internal executive leadership. The
administration launched "Operation Economic
Outcast," a "zero-leakage" sanctions regime
intended to isolate Iran entirely from the
global financial system, effectively moving the
six-month-old conflict from a kinetic stalemate
to an economic asphyxiation strategy. This
move coincides with the collapse of trade
negotiations with Canada, resulting in the
imposition of 50% tariffs on $20 billion in
Canadian goods under the obscure Section
338 of the 1930 Tariff Act. Canada responded
in kind, matching tariffs "dollar-for-dollar" and

threatening to weaponize energy exports and
electricity to the United States.

Domestic politics were marked by the
consolidation of the MAGA movement's
electoral power and the continued purge of

cabinet-level dissent. In South Carolina,
political newcomer Darline Graham secured
the Republican nomination for her late
brother’s Senate seat, dealing a significant
blow to the House Freedom Caucus and
affirming the dominance of the Trump
endorsement. Meanwhile, the Supreme Court
issued a pivotal, albeit temporary, victory for
the administration by clearing the way for
new mail-in ballot restrictions. This ruling
allows the U.S. Postal Service to begin
implementing a rule that bars the delivery of
ballots to individuals not appearing on a
federal citizenship registry currently being
compiled by the Department of Homeland
Security.

Underneath these high-stakes geopolitical and
legal battles, a rapid transition in executive
personnel unfolded. Attorney General Pam
Bondi and Homeland Security Secretary Kristi
Noem were both removed from their posts
following internal friction over the disclosure
of Jeffrey Epstein files and perceived
failures in FEMA management. They were
replaced by Todd Blanche and Senator
Markwayne Mullin, respectively, while Kash
Patel took the helm at the FBI. This
reshuffling signals a move toward a more
disciplined, ideologically aligned "execution"
phase of the President's second-term agenda,
particularly regarding mass deportations
and the prosecution of perceived institutional
"fraud."
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Escalation of the North American Trade
War: The U.S. imposed 50% tariffs on
Canadian goods, including auto parts, steel,
and timber, after trade talks collapsed.
Canada retaliated with counter-tariffs
matching the 50% rate on U.S. products
and announced a $7.5 billion support
package for affected industries. Premier
Doug Ford threatened to cut off electricity
exports to the U.S., which currently power
1.5 million homes.

Launch of "Operation Economic
Outcast": Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent announced a new campaign to
sever Iran's remaining economic lifelines.
The strategy secondary
sanctions against financial institutions in
countries like China and India that continue
to facilitate Iranian oil smuggling. A U.S.
naval blockade remains off Iranian ports to
enforce the "zero leakage" approach.

involves

Consolidation of Executive Branch
Control: President Trump executed a swift
personnel purge, firing AG Pam Bondi and

DHS  Secretary Kristi Noem. The
appointments of Todd Blanche (AG),
Markwayne Mullin (DHS), and Kash

Patel (FBI) represent a shift toward
leadership characterized by personal
loyalty and willingness to implement

controversial border and legal policies.

SCOTUS Victory for Voter Integrity
Rules: A 6-3 Supreme Court ruling allowed
the administration to proceed with an
executive order restricting mail-in
voting. The order requires the USPS to use
barcodes linked to a DHS citizenship list to
determine ballot deliverability. Critics warn
this creates a "national citizenship registry"

in only 60 days before the midterms.

South Carolina Senate Primary Runoff:
Darline Graham defeated Representative
Ralph Norman in a special primary runoff
to fill the seat of the late Lindsey Graham.
The victory is seen as a validation of the
Trump political machine and a rejection
of the House Freedom Caucus's brand of
conservatism in the state.

National Debt Crisis: The U.S. national
debt officially surpassed $40 Trillion.
Financial warned that annual
interest payments now exceed the defense
budget, while a third-party audit by the
Peterson highlighted the
structural threat posed by baby boomer
retirements and rising healthcare costs.

experts

Foundation

Passing of an American Icon: Country
music legend Dolly Parton died at age 80.
Her passing was marked by national
tributes and a recap of her philanthropic
legacy, including her Imagination Iibrary
program that donated over 100 million
books.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The war with Iran entered its sixth month,
with the administration
economic warfare as military assets
become strained. Defense Secretary Pete

pivoting to

Hegseth emphasized that nuclear
deterrence is the foundation of U.S.
security, advocating for a $1.5 trillion

generational investment in the nuclear
triad.

Concerns continue regarding the freezing
of military aid to Ukraine, with critics
alleging that the U.S. pullback empowers
Russia as it targets Ukrainian heating
infrastructure ahead of winter.
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Macroeconomics & Trade Civil Unrest & Social Order

* The administration invoked Section 338 of * The Justice Department and FBI faced
the Smoot-Hawley Tariff Act to target intense scrutiny over the "domestic
Canada, marking the first time the terrorism" label applied to shootings
provision has been used in decades to victims Renee Good and Alex Pretti. Video
unilaterally impose 50% surcharges. evidence suggesting excessive force by ICE

agents sparked calls for independent
investigations in Minnesota.

* Treasury Secretary Bessent initiated bond
buybacks to manage rising long-term

yields, though market veterans like Stanley * Mass arrests of over 3,300 illegal aliens
Druckenmiller warned that price were reported in the D.C. area over a 14-
management against fiscal fundamentals day period, highlighting a surge in
is historically unsuccessful. immigration enforcement actions.

Tech Sovereignty & Al
DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

e SpaceX announced "Starbase Louisiana," a THEMES
$100 Dbillion capital investment in
Vermilion Parish for Starship launches. The Executive Unilateralism vs. Legislative

site is intended to be a self-sustaining Stasis
spaceport leveraging Louisiana's natural

gas resources * The administration is increasingly using

executive orders (voter restrictions,
tariffs, CRT bans) to bypass a "do-nothing"

Moratoriums emerged in Iowa and Congress with nparrow majoriti This
Michigan, as local communities push back trend has led to a flurry of "legal warfare"

against "sweetheart deals" for Al firms that where federal judges and the Supreme

cc?nsun.le. vast. _ Court are becoming the de facto arbiters
with minimal job creation. of domestic policy.

* A growing debate over Data Center

Global Health & Biosecurity The Weaponization of Citizenship

e The administration launched a "Make
America Healthy Again" (MAHA) initiative
focused on child nutrition. Reforms

* Citizenship is being moved to the center of
the regulatory state. From the DHS
creating new registries to control ballot

include returning whole milk to schools, delivery to the mass revocation of 200,000
reducing synthetic dyes, and encouraging visas for asylum seekers, "legal status" is
scratch cooking” in being used as a primary filter for access to

* There is a renewed push for the criminal services and democratic participation.
prosecution of Dr. Anthony Fauci
regarding COVID-19 origins and lockdown
policies, following the guilty plea of a high-
ranking NIH aide.
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Re-Industrialization through

Protectionsm

* The administration is framing tariffs as a
tool for a "manufacturing renaissance."
Remarks by JD Vance in Maine linked high-
tariff policies to the return of jobs in
communities like Brewer, despite warnings
from  economists that such "price
management" will spike the cost of living
for American consumers.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The United States is currently experiencing a
crisis of institutional trust and extreme
partisan polarization. The firing of Kristi
Noem and Pam Bondi suggests that even
high-level loyalty is insufficient if it interferes
with the White House's strategic "tempo" or
narrative control. The "natalie situation"—the
pervasive influence of Natalie Harp over the
President’s information stream—has created a
factional rift within the West Wing, with
career staff worried about a "Rasputin-like"
filtering of reality. This internal instability is
mirrored in the states; Minnesota's Attorney
General Keith Ellison is in a hostile standoff
with federal ICE officials, accusing the
government of acting as an "occupying
paramilitary" force  harassing citizens.
Partisan divide over the validity of the 2020
election remains a baseline instability, with
GOP candidates like Darline Graham refusing
to acknowledge Biden's certification while
calling the current m "broken."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. global posture has shifted toward
transactional isolationism and aggressive

economic coercion. By labeling Canada a
"discriminator" and launching a trade war, the
administration is treating its closest ally as a
peer competitor. This frames the "outside
world" as a zero-sum arena where the U.S.
must "stop being the world's bankroll." The
U.N. Secretary-General's plea for freedom of
navigation in the Strait of Hormuz suggests
that the international community sees the U.S.
as a destabilizing force rather than a guardian
of global trade. Concurrently, the President's
personal diplomacy with Kim Jong Un
(boasting of their "love letters") contrasts
sharply with the "Operation
Outcast" against Iran, creating a fragmented
global policy where nuclear-armed foes are
embraced while conventional adversaries are
economically liquidated.

Economic

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The U.S. economy is navigating a highly
volatile period characterized by structural
debt anxiety and inflationary pressure from
trade wars. While the DOW has recently hit
50,000, median rents remain a point of
contention, and the $40 trillion debt is
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beginning to crowd out iscretion

spending.

* Key Economic Vectors:
o Debt Servicing: Annual interest
payments have hit $1 trillion, exceeding

national defense spending.

o Tariff Impact: A 50% surcharge on
Canadian goods is expected to spike
housing and fuel costs in northern
states. Canada's retaliatory $20B-$27B
tariffs target U.S. dairy and steel.

o Commodity Prices: Global container
rates are 84% higher than last year; oil
remains 33% higher due to the Iran
conflict.

o Labor Market: Manufacturing activity
hit a "renaissance" peak with 29,000
new jobs in 18 months, though wage
growth at 4.2% is being offset by

inflated grocery prices.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The administration has moved to replace
"political managers" with "loyalist executors"
across the legal and security apparatus.

* Pam Bondi / Todd Blanche: Bondi was
fired as AG, reportedly for her handling of
the Epstein files; she is replaced by
Trump's former defense lawyer, Todd
Blanche, signaling a more aggressive

stance in the Letitia James investigation.

Kristi Noem / Markwayne Mullin: Noem
was removed as DHS head following a
contentious  hearing regarding ICE
shootings and voter roll audits; Mullins is
expected to accelerate mass deportation
logistics.

* Kash Patel: Now serving as FBI Director,
Patel is under fire from Democrats for

allegedly politicizing the bureau and

misusing agency resources.

* Darline Graham: Winner of the SC Senate
primary runoff, she becomes a key new
MAGA voice in the wupper chamber,
replacing the Freedom Caucus-aligned
Ralph Norman.

* Karoline Leavitt: The White House Press
Secretary is stepping down, with

speculation centered on Scott Jennings as
her replacement.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

C-SPAN’s coverage hierarchy prioritize Trade
War escalation and Cabinet testimonies as
the primary narratives of the day. The "Iran
Conflict" has moved from a military focus to a
Treasury/Sanctions story, reflecting the
administration's new "Operation Economic
Outcast" branding. The "National Debt" was
treated as a grave structural warning, while
the death of Dolly Parton provided a brief,
nationalistic/sentimental interlude. Buried
Stories include the ongoing NASA/ESA
spacewalk and technical maintenance on the
ISS, which were treated as background
scenery. Conspicuous Omissions include
any detailed reporting on U.S. military
casualties in Iran or a precise breakdown of
the "Midnight Hammer" operation's current

operational status.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The current world is framed as a hostile
arena of economic predation where allies
are as unreliable as enemies.
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COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Canada (Mark Carney / Doug Ford):
Portrayed by the U.S. as "discriminators"
and "weak governors" trying to leverage
economic integration for political gain.

Ford is characterized as a "tyrant" and
"loser" by Trump himself.

* Iran (Ayatollah/IRGC): Framed as a
"murderous regime" in its final
"asphyxiation" phase, seeking nuclear
weapons to fulfill "Death to America"
VOWS.

China (Xi Jinping): Viewed as a Peer
Competitor that is "SWAMPING" the world
with excess capacity while maintaining a
"delicate trade truce" with the U.S.

Russia (Vladimir Putin): Framed as a
"dictator" waging a ground war of attrition,
with critics alleging he holds undue
influence over the President through

phone calls.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* SpaceX (Gwynne Shotwell): Portrayed as
a "science fact" pioneer delivering
"Starbase Louisiana" to bypass
international reliance for space dominance.

* The SQUAD (Ayanna Pressley): Framed
by critics as '"racial fraudsters" with

corrupt family financial interests tied to

government contracts.

* Democratic Socialists of America
(DSA): Characterized by opponents as
"communists" infiltrators attacking
democracy, while they frame themselves as
advocates for "solidarity and unity."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

Public perception is being aggressively
managed through narrative seeding. The
administration is using "Demoralization
Operations" (labeling unfavorable polls as
fake) while simultaneously promoting the

"Economic D-Day" metaphor for sanctions.
Natalie Harp is identified as the architect of

the President's social media output, ensuring
a diet of "150+ Stop the Steal posts" to keep
the base permanently mobilized. There is a
clear delta between ground truth and spin
regarding the mail-in ballot order; while the
administration claims it creates ‘'voter
integrity," legal analysts point out it utilizes
"notoriously inaccurate" federal databases to
disenfranchise legal voters. Finally, the re-
branding of shooting victims as "domestic
terrorists" in Minnesota represents a high-
stakes psychological operation to defuse
police misconduct claims ahead of the
midterms.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Canadian "Cold Winter"
Hypothesis: If Canada makes good on
threats to cut electricity to the Northeast,
and the U.S. maintains 50% tariffs on
Canadian heating fuel, the border states
may face catastrophic utility price
spikes in Q4 2026, forcing a political
retreat on tariffs before the midterms.



https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_101100_Canadian_PM_Carney_on_the_Escalating_Trade_War_With_U.S.
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_002500_Canadian_Premier_Doug_Ford_Holds_Press_Conf._on_Trade_War
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_040000_C-SPAN_Primetime
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_185900_Washington_Journal_Tom_Nichols
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_185900_Washington_Journal_Tom_Nichols
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_210200_Louisiana_Gov._Jeff_Landry_R_Announces_SpaceX_Launch_Site
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_090500_The_Howie_Carr_Show
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN3_20260825_133200_Campaign_2026_U.S._Senate_Candidate_Abdul_El-Sayed_D-MI_Press_Conference...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN3_20260825_133200_Campaign_2026_U.S._Senate_Candidate_Abdul_El-Sayed_D-MI_Press_Conference...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_172900_Washington_Journal_Tom_Nichols
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_081000_The_Thom_Hartmann_Program
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_110000_Washington_Journal_08252026
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_234600_The_Hearing_Room_Homeland_Security_Secy._Noem_Testifies_on_Agency...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN2_20260825_234600_The_Hearing_Room_Homeland_Security_Secy._Noem_Testifies_on_Agency...
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=CSPAN_20260825_024400_Campaign_2026_Sen._Susan_Collins_R-ME_Attends_Madison-Anson_Days_Parade

* The Institutional "Purge" Completion:
With Patel, Blanche, and Mullin in place,
the administration will likely launch a
series of indictments against
institutional “fraudsters,"” potentially
targeting State Attorney Generals and high-
ranking career officials in New York and
Minnesota.

Secondary Sanctions Blowback:
Attempting to block China and India from
the U.S. dollar system over Iran trade could
trigger a global credit freeze, as the "zero
leakage" policy collides with the reality of

multipolar trade.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

e Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Anticipate mass
arrests at the state level as the new AG/
DHS leadership takes Canada's
retaliatory tariffs will go into effect on
September 8, causing immediate supply
chain disruptions in steel and dairy.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The mail-in
ballot barcode rule will cause widespread
"chaos and uncertainty" at the polls in
November, potentially leading to contested

results in Oregona and Washington. The
national debt will likely cross $42 trillion.

Long Term (1-5 Years):
Louisiana" will cement the U.S. South as
the global hub for orbital commerce. A
permanent shift in the Republican party
toward economic nationalism will leave
North American trade permanently de-

integrated.

over.

"Starbase

RISK ASSESSMENT

The strategic landscape is currently high-risk,
with multiple flashpoints in global trade and
internal governance.

Risk of North American Grid
Instability: Canada cutting off electricity
to the U.S. Triggers: Implementation of
U.S. tariffs on Canadian auto parts.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Catastrophic power shortages for 1.5
million homes. Mitigations: Negotiating a
carve-out for energy infrastructure or re-

ning tr 1ks.
Risk of Global Financial Collapse:
"Operation Economic Outcast" removing

China from the dollar system. Triggers:
U.S. secondary sanctions on Chinese banks
over Iran trade. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Extreme volatility in
global currency and credit markets.
Mitigations: Using "quiet diplomacy" and
level- . ons.

Risk of Widespread
Disenfranchisement: DHS mail-in ballot

Low-

barcode filtering. Triggers: Inaccurate
federal citizenship data barring legal
voters. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Contested midterm results and civil unrest.
Mitigations: Court intervention or state-
level manual i

Risk of Sovereign Default / Rating
Downgrade: Debt reaching unsustainable
servicing costs. Triggers: National debt
hitting $50T by 2030. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Spike in car and
mortgage rates for all Americans.
Mitigations: Implementation of a

Simpson-Bowles style fiscal commission.
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* Risk of Civil War / Paramilitary CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
Conflict: Stand-off between State AGs and SCENARIOS
Federal ICE teams. Triggers: Use of "shock

gloves" or "unidentified masked agents" in - The "Negotiation Through Chaos" Play:
Sanctuary jurisdictions.  Likelihood: The Canadian trade war may be a stalling
Moderate. Impact: Breakdown of the rule

of law and federalism. Mitigations:
Increased transparen n -confli
of operations.

tactic or a feint. The extreme tariffs could
be intended to force a "win-win" deal in
October, just before the midterms, allowing
the administration to claim a massive
economic victory that settles the USMCA

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS disputes.

* The "Dole Out" as Disruption: The $40T

* Midnight Hammer Details: The public debt alarm may be manufactured to
lacks a clear assessment of U.S. military justify the "DOGE" commission’s
fatigue or munitions reserves after six dismantling of the federal civil service,
months of bombing Iran. rather than a genuine fiscal crisis.

* Data Center Environmental » Black Swan Event: An accidental Iranian
Externalities: While moratoriums are drone strike on a commercial tanker in
discussed, the actual long-term water the Strait of Hormuz during a U.S. election
table impact of AI centers is under- blackout, leading to a direct nuclear
reported. deployment that the administration has

e The "Natalie Situation" Ground Truth: already "gamed out."

There is a lack of verified information on

how much of the President's policy actually RECOMMENDATIONS &

originates with Natalie Harp versus IMPLICATIONS
institutional advisors.

* Canadian Consumer Sentiment: News For Statecraft/Public Sector:
focuses on Ford/Carney, but the breaking
point for Canadian families facing 250% * Security: Review munitions depth as
cheese/milk tariffs is unknown. Iran's conflict shifts to "Operation
Economic  Outcast"; naval blockade
* Internal FBI Morale: Coverage of maintenance  will require  lon rm
Director Patel focuses on politics, but the d
impact on intelligence-gathering
capability among career agents is a blind * Economic: Prepare emergency energy
spot. reserves for  Northern states in

anticipation of Canadian power cuts.

* Diplomatic: Establish  "Track Two"
backchannels with Canadian provincial
leaders to bypass Ottawa's federal freeze.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Diversify away from
Canadian auto and steel before the
September 8 retaliatory deadline; expect

250% spikes in cross-border goods.

* Regulatory: Monitor the "DOGE"
commission and "Hard Reset" education
policies for shifts in DEI funding and
corporate tax credits.

* Capital Allocation: Re-evaluate long-
term bond holdings as Treasury

Secretary Bessent attempts to "manage
prices" against the $40T deficit.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative environment is defined by
unilateral executive action and the "One
Big Beautiful Bill" reconciliation framework
used to expand school choice and cut taxes.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o SAVE America Act: Requires proof of
citizenship for all voters; intended to
federalize voter ID.

o Education Freedom Tax Credit:
Largest expansion of school choice in
history; allows 529 funds for home-
schooling.

o Repealing Outdated and Unilateral
Tariff Authorities Act: Democratic
proposal to strip the President of Section
338 tariff power.

o Working Families Tax Cut: Eliminates
taxes on overtime and social security.

o Russia-Iran Sanctions Act: Recently
passed to intensify economic pressure on
the "Axis of Resistance."

c Whole Milk for Healthy Kids Act:
Mandates inclusion of whole milk in
school nutrition programs.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Treasury "Operation Economic
Outcast" Briefing: Defined the new
"zero leakage" strategy for Iran

nctions.

o

Senate Judiciary Committee - Agency
Oversight: Kristi Noem testified on ICE
shootings and FEMA prior to her firing.

o Canadian Finance Minister Presser:
Announced $27.6B in retaliatory tariffs
against the United States.

o Trump Education Remarks: Outlined
the "Hard Reset" to return education to
the states.

o UN Press Conference - Strait of
Hormuz: Guterres called for "neutral
facilitators" to  prevent shipping
chokepoints from becoming
instruments of coercion.

KEY STORIES

Trade War with Canada Intensifies: U.S.
imposes 50% tariffs; Canada retaliates
dollar-for-dollar on $20B-$27.6B in goods,

hitting U.S. dairy and steel in response to
collapsed talks.

Operation Economic Outcast Launched:
Treasury Sec. Bessent initiates "zero
leakage" sanctions against Iran, targeting
digital assets, gold, and aviation lifelines.

Darline Graham Wins SC Senate
Primary: Lindsey Graham'’s sister secures
the GOP nomination, defeating Ralph
Norman in a high-stakes test of the Trump
endorsement.

SCOTUS Sidesteps Voting Rule
Challenge: The court allows Trump's mail-
in ballot restrictions to proceed, citing that
states have not yet been "harmed" by
the finalized USPS rule.
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National Debt Hits $40 Trillion: U.S.
reaches new debt threshold; Peterson
Foundation warns of interest payments

exceeding the entire defense budget.

Cabinet Purge in Progress: Kristi Noem
and Pam Bondi fired; Blanche, Mullin, and
Patel installed in key security/legal roles
following internal friction.

Dolly Parton Dies at 80: Tributes pour in

for the country star and literacy
champion after her family announces her
passing.

SpaceX "Starbase Louisiana": Gov.

Landry announces $100 billion Starship
launch site in Vermilion Parish, promising

10,000 jobs.

Make America Healthy Again (MAHA):
Sec. Rollins and RFK Jr. announce $70M
for school kitchens to eliminate
processed foods and restore whole milk.

International Spacewalk Technical
Difficulty: Sophie Adenot experiences
reduced shoulder mobility during ISS
antenna replacement, causing a brief pause
in maintenance.

Minnesota ICE Shooting Scandal: Video
emerges showing ICE agents shoving
women and pepper-spraying Alex Pretti,
who was fatally shot; AG Ellison calls for a
federal investigation.

Voter Purge in California/States: Marco
Rubio moves to revoke 200,000 visas for
people who applied for asylum, claiming

NYC Housing Fast-Track: Mayor
Mamdani announces 5-day court return
for landlords with hazardous violations to
combat the housing crisis.

* Ghanaian Monarch at Howard
University: King Osei Tutu II speaks on
good governance and African diaspora
relations, receiving a Howard University
clock.

* Epstein Files Disclosure Crisis: AG Pam
Bondi faces intense
protecting names of abusers like Prince

Andrew while exposing victims' data.

* Trump Accounts for Newborns: A new
policy gives $1,000 to every baby born in
the U.S. as a stake in the American dream.

questioning over

* Data Center Moratorium Debate: Iowa
governor candidate Zach Lahn calls for a
pause on data centers to address water
quality and cancer clusters.

e Anti-Muslim Rhetoric Protest: Abdul El-
Sayed holds a press conference in
Dearborn to condemn Nazi and KKK

imagery in Michigan politics.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Trends On Capitol Hill is a public
interest experiment in applying deep trend
analysis to the daily business of the United
States Congress to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists,
scholars and Congressional staff better
understand the overarching legislative trends,
themes and patterns of Congress.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, we apply Google's Gemini 3 to
deeply examine yesterday's Congressional
activity to tease out its overarching themes
and trends into a richly annotated thematic
analysis. Each high-level insight is connected
back to the original source material, allowing
journalists and scholars to understand the
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legislative themes and trends and instantly
click out to the underlying sources for details.

This inaugural report is based on deep
analysis of CSPAN, CSPAN2 and CSPAN3
coverage in collaboration with the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive. It is currently
limited to the Congressional business covered
on those three CSPAN channels and thus may
not include all major Congressional business,
may include activity from previous days that
aired on a later date, and/or may include
other major federal, state and local
governmental business. We will continue to
refine this report to incorporate a growing
array of Congressional information sources.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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