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THE ISLAMIC EMIRATE OF
AFGHANISTAN LEVERAGES

REGIONAL ENERGY PROJECTS AND
DOMESTIC INDUSTRIAL GROWTH

TO PIVOT TOWARD INTERNATIONAL
DIPLOMATIC LEGITIMACY WHILE

ESCALATING RHETORICAL
TENSIONS WITH PAKISTAN.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Broadcasts  from  August  29,  2026,  reveal  a

concerted  effort  by  the  Islamic  Emirate  of

Afghanistan  (IEA)  to  project  an  image  of  a

stabilizing,  economy-centric  state  capable  of

acting as a regional transit hub. The central

narrative  focuses  on  the  progression  of  the

TAPI gas pipeline, which the Ministry of Mines

and Petroleum claims will provide operational

gas to Herat’s industrial sector by the end of

2026. This infrastructure push is coupled with

reports of record-breaking rail transport, with

over  700,000  metric  tons of  goods  moved

through  Afghan  ports  in  a  single  month,

signaling a drive toward fiscal self-sufficiency

and regional integration.

Simultaneously,  the  IEA  is  engaged  in  a

sophisticated  diplomatic offensive aimed at

the  United  States  and  India.  Spokesperson

Zabiullah  Mujahid  explicitly  called  for  the

reopening of the U.S. Embassy in Kabul and

the unfreezing of national assets, framing the

IEA as  a  neutral  actor  in  regional  conflicts,

specifically between India and Pakistan. While

adopting  a  conciliatory  tone  toward  global

powers,  the  IEA  has  hardened  its  stance

against  Pakistan,  accusing  it  of  nurturing

terrorism and utilizing international platforms

to  extract  unearned  "concessions"  by

scapegoating  Afghanistan  for  its  internal

security failures.

Domestically,  the  state  media  apparatus  is

emphasizing  agricultural  and  industrial

success to  validate  its  governance.  Reports

highlight  the  transition  from  imported  to

domestic  fish production in Kunduz,  bumper

harvests  of  apples  and  jujubes,  and  the

expansion  of  the  steel  industry  in  Herat.

These stories are curated to depict a nation

transitioning from a war footing to an era of

"construction  and  development,"  despite

lingering concerns over  rising fuel  prices in

the  capital  and  the  persistent  need  for

international  humanitarian  assistance  to

manage the influx of returning refugees.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Regional  Energy  Integration

Acceleration: The  IEA  is  prioritizing  the

TAPI  gas  pipeline,  claiming  that  120

kilometers of  the  pipeline  within

Afghanistan  is  complete,  with  gas

distribution  to  Herat  expected  within

months. This is positioned as a solution to

chronic electricity shortages and a catalyst

for industrial investment.
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Escalating  Rhetorical  Conflict  with

Pakistan: In a significant shift, IEA-aligned

analysts  and  spokespersons  have  labeled

Pakistan as a "protector of terrorism" and a

tool  for  Western  interests,  rejecting

Pakistani  claims  of  cross-border  militancy

as "baseless" and diversionary.

Demand for Diplomatic Normalization:

Zabiullah  Mujahid  has  transitioned  from

mere  requests  for  recognition  to  specific

demands  for  normal  diplomatic  relations

with  Washington  and  the  separation  of

frozen assets between the central bank and

private traders.

State-Led Industrialization Efforts: The

Ministry of Industry and Commerce reports

that  six  iron  factories in  Herat  are  now

meeting  local  demand  for  construction

materials, while pharmaceutical plants are

urged  to  meet  international  standards to

reduce import dependency.

Domestic  Tourism  and  Soft  Power:

Claims  that  over  300,000  tourists visited

Panjshir this year are used to illustrate the

success of the IEA's security apparatus and

the  "pristine"  nature  of  a  post-war

Afghanistan.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The IEA continues to promote its "Unified

Forces"  as  a  professional  military that

successfully  ended the  foreign occupation

and now provides "unprecedented security"

across the country.

Special  attention  is  given  to  the

ideological  training of  the  military,

emphasizing  the  fusion  of  religious

devotion  with  professional  service  to

defend the Islamic system.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Efforts to court India are visible, with the

IEA  framing  itself  as  a  reliable  trade

partner and  inviting  Indian  investment  in

transit and infrastructure projects.

Uzbekistan  is  portrayed  as  the  ideal

neighbor,  following  President  Shavkat

Mirziyoyev’s commitment to a "constructive

and balanced" policy toward Kabul.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The  Ministry  of  Mines  and  Petroleum  is

pushing for the completion of the Herat gas

distribution  network,  viewing  gas  as  the

primary lever for economic sovereignty.

IEA  officials  are  highlighting  the

"professional  extraction"  of  minerals  as  a

means  to  fund  national  development

without foreign aid.

Macroeconomics & Trade

Trade volume through rail is surging, with

74,300  metric  tons moved  through

Hairatan and other ports in a single month,

including  the  export  of  3,000  tons  of

carbonated drinks to regional markets.

Fuel  price  inflation  in  Kabul,  with  petrol

reaching  87  Afghanis per  liter,  is

acknowledged  as  a  market  challenge

requiring government intervention.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Transit Hub Strategy

The  IEA  is  betting  its  survival  on

Afghanistan’s  geography.  By  advancing  the

TAPI  pipeline,  CASA-1000,  and  the  Trans-

Afghan Railway, the regime is attempting to

make itself "too important to fail" for regional
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powers  like  Russia,  China,  and  Uzbekistan.

The  narrative  suggests  that  economic

interconnectedness  will  de  facto lead  to

political  recognition,  as  neighbors  prioritize

the  security  of  their  energy  corridors  over

ideological differences with Kabul.

Defensive  Neutrality  and  External

Scapegoating

There is a clear trend of the IEA distancing

itself  from the  India-Pakistan rivalry while

simultaneously using it  to isolate Islamabad.

By  inviting  Indian  engagement and

characterizing  Pakistani  complaints  as

foreign-directed disinformation, the IEA is

attempting  to  flip  the  script  on  terrorism

allegations,  presenting  Pakistan  as  the

primary  source  of  regional  instability rather

than a victim.

Normalization  of  the  Post-War  Domestic

Life

State media is flooded with "success stories"

of small-scale entrepreneurs, such as wooden

bowl  carvers in  Takhar  and  fish  farmers  in

Kunduz.  This  focus  on  micro-economic

vitality serves  a  dual  purpose:  it  suggests

that the regime’s ban on illicit crops (poppy)

is being replaced by viable livelihoods, and it

provides  a  veneer  of  normality to  a  global

audience  skeptical  of  IEA  governance  and

stability.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The broadcast  suggests  a  heavy  reliance on

ideological  consolidation to  maintain

internal  order.  High-ranking  officials,

including  the  Minister  of  Higher  Education,

are  seen  visiting  provinces  like  Zabul  to

emphasize  "intellectual  and  ideological

training" for  youth,  alongside  technical

education. This indicates a fear of "intellectual

infiltration"  and  a  perceived  need  to

constantly  reinforce  loyalty  to  the  Islamic

system among the next generation. While the

regime  touts  security,  the  report  on  family

violence cases (15 women rescued in various

provinces)  suggests  ongoing  social  tensions

and a judicial  system that  is  still  finding its

footing in domestic matters.

Internal  instability  is  also  visible  in  the

economic domain. While industrial gains are

reported, the public outcry over fuel prices in

Kabul—which  have  risen  by  15-25  Afghanis

per liter in six months—reveals a vulnerability

to  global  market  shocks and  potential

public  discontent.  The  IEA's  response  has

been  to  blame  "unreliable  intelligence"  and

external "circles" for disrupting trade, rather

than  addressing  systemic  economic

weaknesses or inflation.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The IEA portrays the international system as

fracturing but opportunistic.  It  views the

U.S.  as  a  former adversary  that  should  now

engage  in  a  "pragmatic  partnership,"  while

positioning  Russia  and  China  as  essential

regional anchors. The state's posture is one of

aggressive engagement; it is not retreating

into isolationism but is instead demanding a

seat at the table, evidenced by its interest in

the BRICS summit and other regional forums.

The IEA frames itself as the "Heart of Asia,"

a  vital  organ  that,  if  allowed  to  heal

economically, will pump stability through the

entire continent.

However, the portrayal of the  outside world

remains  suspicious.  The  Ministry  of  Foreign

Affairs  and  Zabiullah  Mujahid  repeatedly

warned  against  "intelligence  circles" of
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"biased  countries"  that  provide  false

information  to  organizations  like  the  CSTO

(Collective  Security  Treaty  Organization)

regarding  border  threats.  This  suggests  the

IEA feels encircled by hostile narratives and

is  prioritizing  "information  sovereignty"  to

combat what it views as a coordinated smear

campaign.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Afghan economy is undergoing a forced

transition toward  domestic production and

regional trade, driven by a mix of sanctions-

avoidance and state-led industrial policy. The

shift  from  importing  fish  from  Pakistan  to

internal supply in Kunduz is a microcosm of

the IEA’s broader import-substitution goal.

Rail Trade Volume: Over  700,000 metric

tons of goods transported in the month of

Asad,  with  a  focus  on  fuel,  food,  and

minerals.

Fuel  Inflation: Petrol  prices  in  Kabul

reaching  87 AFN ($~1.20) per liter; diesel

at 79 AFN.

Agricultural  Exports: Expected  apple

harvest of  66,000 metric tons in Baghlan;

jujube  harvest  forecast  at  450  tons in

Farah.

Industrial  Expansion: Iron  factories  in

Herat  producing  40  tons of  steel  daily;

pharmaceutical  plants  urged  to  hit

300,000 serum units daily capacity.

Currency Reserve Dispute: IEA demands

the  return  of  billions  in  frozen  assets,

distinguishing  between  central  bank

reserves and commercial trader funds.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day was marked by the death of a foreign

monarch  and  the  consolidation  of  domestic

ideological figures.

King Harald V of Norway: The passing of

the  89-year-old  monarch was  noted,  with

Prince Haakon succeeding him.

Sheikh  Nada  Mohammed  Nadim

(Minister  of  Higher  Education):

Prominently featured in Zabul, reinforcing

his  role  as  the  chief  ideological  enforcer

within the academic system.

Moulavi  Jamaluddin Haqjo: Highlighted

as  a  key  administrator  in  Badakhshan,

overseeing  36  infrastructure  projects to

stabilize the northern border province.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  lead  story  across  all  segments  was

Zabiullah  Mujahid’s  interview regarding

relations with the US and India, emphasizing

a  tone  of  rational  diplomacy.  The  second-

tier  stories  focused  on  infrastructure

successes (TAPI and rail transport), creating

an image of a regime delivering on economic

promises.  Stories  concerning  humanitarian

aid and returning refugees were minimized or

framed  as  the  international  community's

unfulfilled  responsibility.  A  nationalistic

tone was  pervasive,  particularly  during

reports on the "Unified Forces" and the  "Day

of Victory" prisoner releases, which were used

to  demonstrate  the  regime's  mercy  and

absolute control. Conspicuously omitted were

any  discussions  of  female  education

restrictions or  internal  dissent,  replaced

instead  by  reports  on  the  "Islamic  rights  of

women" in marriage and inheritance.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

COUNTRIES

Pakistan is  framed  as  a  corrupt,

unstable,  and  hostile  actor.  It  is

characterized as a "nursery for terrorists"

that acts as a "Western pawn" to destabilize

the  region.  Analysts  claim  Pakistan  uses

"false allegations" to divert attention from

its internal crises.

The  United  States is  portrayed  as  a

contradictory  power.  It  is  a  "former

aggressor"  that  now  holds  Afghanistan's

rightful  assets,  yet  is  also  a  "necessary

diplomatic partner" that the IEA is  willing

to engage with on "equal footing."

India is  framed  as  a  pragmatic  and

valued  partner.  The  IEA  highlights  the

absence  of  Indian  "interference"  and  its

role as a key market for Afghan exports.

Uzbekistan is  the  exemplary  neighbor,

lauded for its "balanced and constructive"

stance and its deep integration into Afghan

infrastructure projects.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

CSTO (Collective  Security  Treaty

Organization)  is  characterized  as

misinformed and susceptible to "biased

intelligence" regarding border threats.

ICRC (International Committee of the Red

Cross)  is  framed as a  useful but under-

resourced humanitarian  entity  that  must

do more to support returning refugees.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative  Seeding: The  IEA  is

aggressively  seeding  the  narrative  that

Afghanistan  is  completely  free  of  ISIS/

Daesh.  By  publicly  reporting  on  the

destruction of "rogue hideouts," they aim to

invalidate  foreign  security  concerns  and

justify the end of international monitoring.

Propaganda of Success: The heavy focus

on  creative youth and  domestic tourism in

Panjshir (a former resistance stronghold) is

a  psychological  operation  designed  to

signal the finality of the IEA’s victory and

the futility of opposition.

Blame  Shifting: By  labeling  Pakistan  a

"terrorist sponsor," the IEA is preemptively

countering  potential  UN  or  Western

sanctions related to cross-border militancy.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Energy Diplomacy Breakthrough: If the

TAPI pipeline distribution begins in Herat

as scheduled, the IEA will likely secure de

facto recognition from Turkmenistan and

potentially  Pakistan,  regardless  of  the

political status in Kabul or the West.

Pakistan-Afghanistan  Border  Crisis:

The increasing rhetorical hostility and IEA's

labeling  of  Pakistan  as  a  "terrorist  hub"

suggests  that  border  skirmishes  or  trade

blockades will likely escalate in the medium

term,  as  the  IEA  attempts  to  break  its

dependency on Pakistani ports.
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U.S.  Asset  Legal  Battle: The  IEA's

specific  demand to  separate  central  bank

assets  from  private  funds  in  the  U.S.

indicates  a  new  legal  and  diplomatic

strategy to reclaim at least a portion of the

$7  billion  frozen  in  New  York  by  using

private sector proxies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry of

diplomatic  meetings with  regional

neighbors  following Mujahid's  outreach.  The

IEA will likely increase patrols along the Tajik

border to counter the CSTO’s public concerns

and demonstrate control.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Implementation of the  Herat industrial gas

network will serve as a pilot for the regime’s

"Self-Sufficiency Policy." If  successful,  expect

new  investment  contracts to  be  signed with

Iranian  and  Chinese  firms  for  the  mining

sector near the pipeline.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The completion of

the  Trans-Afghan Railway would structurally

shift  regional  trade,  making Afghanistan the

indispensable  link between  Central  and

South Asia. This would likely solidify IEA rule

for  the  next  decade  by  creating  a  loyal

merchant  class and  a  steady  stream  of

transit revenue.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Economic  Instability  due  to  Energy

Costs: Rising  fuel  prices  in  Kabul  could

spark  urban  unrest.  Triggers: Failure  of

government  subsidies  or  further  global

crude  spikes.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: High.  Mitigations: Fast-tracking

gas imports from Turkmenistan.

Regional  Conflict  Spillover: Escalating

tensions  with  Pakistan  could  lead  to  a

prolonged  border  closure.  Triggers: A

major  terrorist  attack  in  Pakistan  blamed

on Afghan soil.  Likelihood: High. Impact:

Severe  for  food  security.  Mitigations:

Diversifying trade routes through  Iran and

Uzbekistan.

Public Health Crisis: Poor hygiene in the

street  food  sector and  lack  of

standardized  medicine could  lead  to

outbreaks.  Triggers: A  water-borne

epidemic  in  Kabul.  Likelihood: High.

Impact: Moderate.  Mitigations:

Enforcement  of  health  standards  for

pharmaceutical production.

International  Diplomatic  Rejection:

Failure to gain U.S. recognition could lead

to  a  total  freeze  on  humanitarian  funds.

Triggers: A  new  IEA  decree  further

restricting  rights.  Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: High.  Mitigations: Pivoting

entirely to a regional economic bloc.

Domestic  Radicalization: The  focus  on

ideological  training in  universities  might

alienate  technical  specialists.  Triggers:

Mass  resignation  of  professors.

Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Long-term

economic  decay.  Mitigations: Balancing

religious and technical curricula.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcast fails  to address the  actual

status  of  girls'  secondary  education,

which remains the primary barrier  to  the

international recognition the IEA seeks.

There  is  a  lack  of  data  on  the

sustainability of the rail trade surge; it

is  unclear  if  the  700,000  tons  include

humanitarian  aid  or  are  primarily

commercial transit goods.

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_073000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_170000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_203000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_113000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_043000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_013000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_123000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_200000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_163000
https://api.gdeltproject.org/api/v2/tvv/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260829_203000


The  regime  provides  no  information  on

internal  dissent within  its  own  ranks

regarding the rapprochement with the U.S.

or India.

The  impact  of  climate  change on  the

reported  "bumper  harvests"  is  ignored,

despite long-term drought trends in  Farah

and Ghazni.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin" Economy: The flurry of

infrastructure  and  agricultural  success

stories  may  be  a  desperate  cover for  a

looming  fiscal  collapse  as  NGO  funding

dries up. The focus on "300,000 tourists" in

a  province  with  almost  no  tourism

infrastructure  suggests  significant

statistical  manipulation to  project

stability to investors.

Strategic  Deception  toward

Washington: The call for the U.S. Embassy

to  reopen  may  not  be  an  overture  for

peace,  but  a  stalling  tactic to  delay

further sanctions while the IEA cements its

alliance with Russia and China.

Black  Swan  Event: A  major  seismic

event or  flood  in  the  Salang  Pass  or  the

TAPI  corridor  could  permanently  cripple

the IEA’s "Transit Hub" strategy, leading to

a  rapid  loss  of  government  mandate  as

trade revenue vanishes.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Western  diplomats  should  test  the  IEA’s

"neutrality"  claim by  proposing  technical

cooperation on  the  TAPI  pipeline  that

requires transparent security monitoring.

Monitor the IEA-India nexus; an increase

in  Indian  trade  could  signal  a  permanent

shift  in  regional  power  dynamics  that

sidelines traditional alliances.

Address the fuel price crisis as a potential

entry  point  for  humanitarian  aid  that

bypasses direct state funding.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy  Sector: Significant  opportunities

exist  for  firms  specializing  in  gas

distribution and rail maintenance if the

2026 TAPI deadline is met.

Supply Chain: Logistics firms should look

at  Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan as the

primary gateways to the Afghan market, as

the  Pakistan  route  becomes  increasingly

volatile.

Regulatory  Compliance: Investors  must

remain wary of  sanctions risks associated

with  the  central  bank,  despite  the  IEA’s

attempts  to  frame  commercial  funds as

separate.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The IEA continues to govern through decrees

and  Sharia-based  rulings rather  than  a

formal legislative body. Policies are focused on
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land  restitution and  the  enforcement  of

moral codes.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Special Court Land Rulings: A ruling

in  Balkh  Province  designated  10,000

jeribs of  land  as  state-owned  (Emirati)

following  a  verification  of  ownership

registries.

Ministry of Hajj and Religious Affairs

Friday  Sermon  Guidelines: Issued  a

nationwide  homily directive for Friday

prayers,  focusing  on  "patience  in  the

face  of  disease  and  calamity"  as  a

religious duty.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Zabiullah  Mujahid’s  Press

Engagement: A  strategic  interview

setting the agenda for  rapprochement

with  the  US and  India  and  regional

trade.

Ministry of Mines Progress Report: A

public  announcement  on  the  120km

milestone for  the  TAPI  pipeline  in

Afghanistan.

KEY STORIES

IEA  Diplomatic  Outreach: Zabiullah

Mujahid calls for the reopening of the U.S.

Embassy and  clarifies  that  $7B  in  frozen

assets  includes  both  state  and  private

trader  funds that  must  be  returned  to

stimulate the economy and diplomacy.

TAPI Pipeline Milestone: The Ministry of

Mines  and  Petroleum  announces  gas

distribution  will  reach  Herat  City and  its

industrial  park  by  late  2026,  claiming

significant  progress  in  pipeline

construction.

Rail  Transport  Surge: The  Afghanistan

Railway  Authority  reports  moving  74,300

metric  tons of  goods  in  one  month,  with

total  monthly  transfers  reaching  740,000

tons through  major  ports  like  Hairatan

and Torghundi.

Panjshir Tourism Boom: The Governor of

Panjshir claims over 300,000 domestic and

foreign  tourists visited  the  province  this

summer,  citing  pristine  security and

hospitable residents.

Takhar  Handcrafted  Industry: Local

artisan Abdullah Begi  seeks  to  modernize

the  traditional  wooden  bowl  carving

industry in Taloqan, using walnut wood to

produce high-quality exports.

Herat  Steel  Industry: Six  factories  in

Herat  are  now  producing  steel  products,

with one factory reporting 40 tons of daily

output, employing returnees from Iran and

Pakistan.

Baghlan  Prisoner  Release: Following  a

decree  by  the  Supreme  Leader,  82

prisoners,  including  15  women,  were

released  from  Kelga  jail to  mark  the

anniversary of the IEA's victory.

Zabul Ideological Visit: Higher Education

Minister  Nada  Mohammed  Nadim

addresses  students  at  Zabul  University,

stressing  the  importance  of  intellectual

and  religious  training for  the  nation's

youth.

Kabul  Fuel  Price  Crisis: Residents

express serious concern as petrol prices hit

87  AFN per  liter,  calling  for  government

price controls and market stabilization.

Flood  Condolences: The  Ministry  of

Foreign  Affairs  issues  official  condolences

to China and Nepal following deadly floods,

offering diplomatic solidarity.
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Kunduz  Fish  Farming: Agricultural

officials in Kunduz report that hundreds of

local  fish  farms have  successfully

replaced  Pakistani  imports,  meeting  all

local market needs.

Takhar  Creative  Youth: Ahmed  Bilal,  a

10th-grade  student,  builds  prototypes  of

drones and  excavators  using  local

materials,  gaining  praise  from  education

officials.

Ghazni  Apple  Harvest: Local  farmers

report  a  record harvest but  demand the

construction of  cold storage facilities to

prevent  spoilage  and  maintain  market

prices.

Hezbollah-Israel  Conflict: International

news  segment  covers  Hezbollah  leader

Naim Qassem’s rejection of a "humiliating"

ceasefire with Israel.

Nepal Flood Death Toll: Reports confirm

616  dead  and  nearly  2,000  missing  in

Nepal  floods,  with  billions  needed  for

reconstruction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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