
TODAY'S MEDIA TRENDS
BELARUSTV

S E P T E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 2 6

T H E  G D E L T  P R O J E C T



TODAY'S
MEDIA

TRENDS
BELARUSTV

S E P T E M B E R  8 ,  2 0 2 6

BELARUS ORCHESTRATES A
STRATEGIC PIVOT TOWARD

EASTERN HIGH-TECH INDUSTRIAL
INTEGRATION WHILE DOMESTIC

SECURITY DIRECTIVES TIGHTEN IN
ANTICIPATION OF REGIONAL

INSTABILITY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September  8,  2026,  marked  a  significant

consolidation  of  the  Belarusian  state’s

"Eastern  pivot,"  characterized  by  high-level

industrial negotiations with Russian oligarchic

interests and a formalization of its role within

the  Shanghai  Cooperation  Organization

(SCO).  The  primary  development  was  the

meeting  between  President  Alexander

Lukashenko  and  Vladimir  Potanin,  head  of

Norilsk Nickel and Interros. This engagement

signaled a move beyond simple trade into a

strategic  technological  alliance involving

AI-driven  heavy  machinery  and  autonomous

mining  systems,  aimed  at  insulating  both

nations from Western technological blockades.

Simultaneously,  the  state  updated  "Directive

No. 1," a foundational security document, to

address modern risks including cyber-threats,

extremism,  and  migration,  indicating  a

hardening of domestic control mechanisms.

On  the  international  stage,  Belarusian  state

media leveraged the SCO summit in Bishkek

to  frame  a  new  "Eurasian  pillar"  of  global

governance.  This  narrative  contrasts  a

purportedly  stable,  industrially  progressive

Belarus with a West characterized as being in

a state of advanced societal decay. Extensive

coverage  was  dedicated  to  violent  crimes

against  tech  and  insurance  CEOs in  the

United States and the rise of "narco-states" in

Europe  (specifically  Belgium  and  the

Netherlands).  This  duality  serves  to  justify

Minsk’s  aggressive shift  toward non-Western

alliances  while  reinforcing  domestic  loyalty

through fear of external chaos.

Economically, the state projected an image of

resilience, citing record timber exports and a

significant  $1  billion  increase  in  gold  and

foreign  exchange  reserves.  However,

underlying reports of corruption within state

utilities  and  sophisticated  customs  evasion

schemes involving luxury vehicles and military

hardware  suggest  that  the  sanctions-

induced "grey economy" is becoming both a

vital  lifeline  and  a  significant  governance

challenge.  The  overall  posture  is  one  of

defiant  adaptation,  seeking  to  replace  lost

Western  markets  with  deep-tier  integration

into Russian and Asian supply chains.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Potanin-Lukashenko Industrial Alliance

Vladimir  Potanin  (Norilsk  Nickel/Interros)

committed to a joint venture with BELAZ to

develop  a  new  line  of  mining  equipment

featuring  artificial  intelligence  and

autonomous driving capabilities.
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The  partnership  emphasizes  creating

"common intellectual property" to compete

with Western samples and secure positions

in markets currently attempting to displace

Russian and Belarusian industry.

Potanin also announced contributions to a

new academy of intellectual technologies in

Belarus,  bridging  the  gap  between

education and heavy industry.

Security Reform via Directive No. 1

President  Lukashenko  signed  a  decree

updating Directive No. 1 to include security

in  the  virtual  environment,  information

security, and the fight against extremism.

The  update  places  heightened

responsibility  on  the  government  and

regional  committees  (oblispolkoms)  for

public  order  and  migration  control,  with

prosecutorial oversight intensified.

SCO  Integration  and  Multipolarity

Narrative

Belarus participated in the SCO summit in

Bishkek, positioning the organization as a

global  alternative  to  the  UN for  security

and economic initiatives.

Strategic goals include creating a bank of

development for the SCO and moving away

from SWIFT and dollar-based settlements.

Belarus  formalized  industrial  ties  with

Kyrgyzstan  through  a  joint  transformer

assembly  plant,  replacing  Russian  and

Chinese imports.

Customs and "Grey Economy" Revelations

Belarusian  Operative  Customs  uncovered

schemes  involving  over  400  luxury  cars

imported via fictitious leasing companies to

evade millions in taxes.

Customs also seized 24 tank engines (T-72)

and BTR parts being smuggled to the EU

masked  as  civilian  generators with  fake

Chinese labels.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Belarus  is  undergoing  intense  military

training with the 7th Special Police Brigade

of the Internal Troops, focusing on combat

readiness under experienced instructors.

State  media  highlighted  the  alleged

predatory nature of Ukrainian mobilization

(TCK)  to  discredit  Kyiv's  war  effort  and

warn  domestic  audiences  of  the  costs  of

conflict.

The repurposing of a German Volkswagen

plant  into  a  missile  defense  facility was

noted as evidence of Western militarization.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Belarus  established  new  diplomatic

momentum  with  Iraq,  focusing  on

pharmaceutical  and  industrial  exports as

the  country  seeks  to  rebuild  its

infrastructure.

The  SCO  summit  was  used  to  forge  ties

with the "Global South," including meetings

with representatives from Laos and Togo.

Hungary's  expulsion  of  Russian  diplomats

was  framed  as  a  defensive  move  for

Hungarian  sovereignty  rather  than  a  full

break in relations.

Cybersecurity & Tech Sovereignty

National  Bank  of  Belarus  reported  that

mandatory  anti-fraud  systems  in  banks

have  reduced  cash  theft  by  60%,  though

"fake boss" attacks on legal entities remain

a threat.
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Lukashenko  emphasized  that  AI  and  big

data are  the  new  frontlines  of  industrial

sovereignty,  necessitating  the  partnership

with Norilsk Nickel.

Food & Water Security

Belarus aims to reach  $10 billion in food

exports  by  the  end  of  2026,  with  a

significant  focus  on  dairy  products  for

Asian and African markets.

Agricultural self-sufficiency is framed as a

national  security  priority,  particularly  in

the difficult northern Vitebsk region.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Weaponization of Western Decline

A  recurring  theme  is  the  meticulous

cataloging  of  Western  societal  failures.

Detailed  reports  on  the  murders  of

UnitedHealth  and  Blackstone  executives

in New York are presented as symptoms of a

failed capitalist system where citizens resort

to "digital rage" and "lynchings" because legal

mechanisms  have  failed.  Similarly,  the

framing of Brussels as a drug-fueled war zone

with 170 gunfights serves to contrast with the

"peace  and  order"  of  the  Belarusian  police

state.  This  narrative  aims  to  immunize  the

Belarusian public against Western democratic

ideals  by  associating  them  with  lethal

insecurity.

Strategic Resource and Tech Sovereignty

The  meeting  with  Potanin  signifies  a  shift

from  simple  trade  to  a  technological  co-

dependency between  Belarusian

manufacturing (BELAZ)  and Russian capital/

resources  (Norilsk  Nickel).  By  focusing  on

common  intellectual  property in  AI  and

autonomous systems, Belarus is attempting to

build  a  walled  garden  of  technology  that  is

immune  to  Western  sanctions.  This  trend

suggests  a  long-term  plan  to  dominate  the

mining  equipment  sector  in  non-aligned

markets (Africa, Central Asia).

The Evolution of the Grey Economy

Reports from the Operative Customs indicate

that Belarus has become a primary logistical

hub for sanctions evasion.  The smuggling

of tank engines to the EU disguised as civilian

equipment and  the  elaborate  luxury  car

import  schemes  show  a  highly  organized

shadow  economy.  While  the  state  publicly

cracks  down  on  these  activities,  the  scale

(hundreds  of  vehicles  and  military

components) implies that these channels are

well-developed,  possibly  with  high-level

complicity,  and  are  only  exposed  when  they

become politically inconvenient or too visible.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Tightening the "Vertical" Control

The  update  to  Directive  No.  1  suggests  the

leadership  is  concerned  about  latent

domestic instability.  By explicitly including

"extremism"  and  "information  security"  in  a

document  normally  focused  on  industrial

safety, the state is merging civil defense with

political  suppression.  The  high-profile

prosecution of corruption in the  water utility

sector across  three  regions  (Brest,  Gomel,

Minsk)  serves  as  a  warning  to  the

bureaucracy that while the "grey economy" is

tolerated  for  national  survival,  personal

enrichment  at  the  expense  of  the  state

remains a punishable offense.

Regional Disparities and Vitebsk Focus
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Significant  attention  is  being  paid  to  the

Vitebsk  region,  described  as  the  most

difficult  for  agricultural  development.  The

deployment of a "special working group" led

by  the  heads  of  parliament  to  oversee  this

region  indicates  that  regional  economic

stagnation  is  viewed  as  a  strategic

vulnerability.  The  state  is  using  a  mix  of

"men's  talk"  (coercion)  and state investment

to force results in a region that has not yet

recovered its pre-WWII population levels  due

to historical trauma.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Belarus as the First European SCO State

Minsk is leveraging its first year as a full SCO

member  to  present  itself  as  a  bridge

between Europe and the East.  By hosting

Chinese  video  creators  with  millions  of

followers,  Belarus  is  attempting  to  bypass

official  diplomatic  channels  and  build  a

grassroots  "soft  power"  presence  in  China.

The goal is to establish Belarus as the primary

logistical and industrial node for the Belt

and Road Initiative in the post-sanctions era.

Defensive  Posture  against  NATO

"Escalation"

State  analysts  are  priming  the  public  for  a

long-term conflict, discussing the necessity of

nuclear rhetoric as a deterrent. The framing

of  Poland  and  the  Baltics  as  aggressors

building barriers serves to justify Belarus's

own  militarization  and  the  recent  missile

testing (implied  Poland's  FlyEye/Striker

systems).  The  dismissal  of  US  peace  plans

(Witkoff/Kushner)  as  "worse  than  previous

terms" suggests that Belarus and Russia are

not yet satisfied with the battlefield status quo

and believe they have the leverage to wait for

more favorable terms.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Belarusian economy is characterized by a

bifurcation:  record-breaking  state-level

exports  in  traditional  sectors  (timber,  dairy)

and  a  burgeoning,  sophisticated  shadow

economy for sanctioned high-value goods. The

state  is  actively  subsidizing  rural  business

through  the  new  agro-ecotourism  decree,

likely  to  dampen  rural  discontent  and

encourage internal tourism as Western travel

remains restricted.

Key Economic Vectors

Gold and FX Reserves: Grew by over  $1

billion  in  August,  reaching  $15.24  billion,

largely  due  to  surging  gold  prices  and

increased foreign currency assets.

Timber  Exports: Achieved  a  record  1

million  cubic  meters in  the  past  year,

exceeding  pre-sanction  levels  by  focusing

on  processed  wood  products  rather  than

raw logs.

Food Exports: Dairy sector revenue grew

by nearly 25%, with Slutsk Cheese-Making

Plant alone exporting  9.9 tons of butter in

the first half of 2026 to 34 countries.

Monetary  Policy: The  National  Bank  is

pushing  for  SCO-wide  digital  currency

settlements to facilitate trade with China,

India,  and  Iran  outside  of  Western

oversight.

Bank  Stability: Gold/FX  reserves  now

cover  3.2 months of imports, meeting IMF

sufficiency  criteria  and  covering  90%  of

external debt.
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LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The personnel shifts reflect a prioritization of

regional  management  and  economic

discipline,  alongside  the  ongoing  purge  of

corrupt elements in the utilities sector.

Vladimir  Potanin: Framed  not  just  as  a

businessman,  but  as  a  strategic  state

partner,  effectively  a  technological

ambassador  for  the  Kremlin's  industrial

interests in Belarus.

Igor  Sergeenko: The  Chairman  of  the

House  of  Representatives  is  gaining

prominence  as  a  regional  troubleshooter,

directly managing the socio-economic crisis

in the Vitebsk region.

Dmitry  Kruchoy: As  Head  of  the

Presidential  Administration,  Kruchoy  is

becoming  the  public  face  of  memory

politics, representing Belarus at key WWII

memorial events in St. Petersburg.

Prosecutor  General  of  Ukraine:

Resignation  noted  with  emphasis  on

corruption  scandals,  used  by  Belarusian

media  to  highlight  the  "instability"  of  the

Kyiv regime.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

Lead  Stories: The  Lukashenko-Potanin

meeting and the SCO summit were given the

highest  prominence,  signaling  a  future  built

on Eastern industrial cooperation. The update

to Directive No. 1 was presented as a prudent

measure  for  public  safety.  Significant  time

was devoted to  the  Day of  National Unity

and  the  St.  Petersburg  memorial  for  the

Blockade of  Leningrad,  reinforcing a  shared

Russo-Belarusian historical identity.

Buried  Stories: Corruption  in  the

Belvodokanal (Water  Utility)  was  reported

but framed as an isolated set of arrests rather

than a systemic failure  in state management.

The smuggling of tank engines to the EU was

briefly  mentioned  in  a  customs  interview,

downplaying  the  potential  implications  for

security relations with the West.

Conspicuous  Omissions: There  was  no

mention  of  the  current  rate  of  Belarusian

casualties  in  the Ukraine conflict  (if  any)  or

the  specific  locations  of  Russian  tactical

nuclear  weapons,  despite  discussions  of

nuclear rhetoric. The impact of high inflation

on  the  average  citizen's  purchasing  power

was  largely  replaced  by  reports  of  record

exports and reserves.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is portrayed as a fracturing arena

where  a  predatory,  failing  West  is  being

superseded  by  a  disciplined,  resource-rich

East. Belarus frames itself as the  moral and

industrial  anchor of  this  new  order  in

Europe.

COUNTRIES

Russia: Portrayed  as  the  indispensable

ally and a source of both security and high-

tech investment. The relationship is framed

as a "union of equals" despite the obvious

resource disparity in industrial projects.

United States: Characterized as a chaotic

dystopia where CEOs are assassinated by

citizens  disgruntled  with  healthcare  and

citizens believe "violence is the only way"

to fix the country according to polls.

Ukraine: Framed as a  collapsing narco-

terrorist  state that  kidnaps  its  own

citizens for the front lines while its leaders

steal billions in foreign aid.
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China: Portrayed  as  a  principled

superpower that  avoids  "sharp

movements"  but  provides  essential

technological  and  financial  support  to  its

friends in the SCO.

LEADERS

Alexander  Lukashenko: Framed  as  a

hands-on  visionary who  personally

inspects  cowsheds  in  Vitebsk  and

negotiates  AI  deals  with  billionaires

without ego.

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  a

transactional  pragmatist who  is  "very

interested  in  a  breakthrough"  in  Ukraine

and  willing  to  communicate  directly  with

Putin.

Vladimir  Putin: Portrayed  as  a  stable,

strategic leader who is open to peace but

ready for "crushing blows" if  provoked by

terrorism.

Volodymyr Zelensky: Characterized as  a

bloody,  theatrical  dictator who  ignores

his people's suffering to serve his  Western

masters.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Minsk  is  actively  employing  mirroring

techniques—accusing  the  West  of  the  very

things  Belarus  is  criticized  for  (narco-

statehood, corruption, human rights abuses).

The  "Special  Report"  on  Brussels  and  the

"Clear  Politics"  segment  on  NYC are  classic

examples  of  distraction  propaganda,

designed to make the domestic audience feel

safe  and  superior  despite  their  own

authoritarian  constraints.  The  narrative  that

the SCO is "protecting the UN" from Western

bullying is  a  sophisticated attempt  to  hijack

the language of international law to  justify a

new power bloc.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  AI  Arms  Race: The  Potanin-BELAZ

deal  suggests  that  the  next  phase  of  the

Russia-Belarus  union  will  focus  on

autonomous  military-industrial

applications derived from mining tech. We

may see autonomous supply vehicles on the

Ukrainian front within 12 months.

The  SCO  Bank: The  push  for  an  SCO

development bank will  accelerate,  likely

leading  to  a  formalized  digital  currency

bridge between the Russian Ruble and the

Chinese  Yuan,  effectively  cutting  the  US

Dollar  out  of  Eurasian  infrastructure

projects by late 2027.

Domestic Purge: The update to Directive

No. 1 and the water utility arrests suggest

a  coming  purge  of  regional  mid-level

officials to ensure total compliance during

the 2027 budget cycle.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a flurry of

"National Unity" events designed to drown out

any dissent  regarding the updated Directive

No.  1.  The  China-Belarus business forum

in  the  Great  Stone  park  will  likely  yield

several  small-scale  joint  production

agreements in the tech sector.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Tensions with

Poland  and  Latvia  will  likely  escalate  as

Belarus frames their "barriers" as a prelude to

NATO  aggression,  potentially  leading  to

localized  border  skirmishes  or  staged

"provocations"  to  justify  further  internal

troops training deployments.
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Long  Term  (1-5  Years): Belarus  will  fully

transition into a high-tech satellite state for

Russian resource extraction, with its economy

dominated by a few dozen joint AI/industrial

projects.  The  "European"  identity  will  be

largely replaced by a "Eurasian" one in state-

sanctioned culture.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The most immediate risk is the escalation of

hybrid  warfare on  the  Belarusian-Polish

border,  fueled  by  the  narrative  of  Western

"encirclement."

Cyber-Infrastructure  Sabotage: As

Belarus  moves  toward  digital  bank

settlements  and  AI-industrialism,  it

becomes highly vulnerable to sophisticated

Western  cyber-offensives.  Triggers:

Implementation  of  SCO  digital  currency

bridge.  Likelihood: High.  Impact: Severe

economic  paralysis.  Mitigations:

Deepening  cybersecurity  cooperation  with

China via SCO.

Regional  Insurrection  in  Vitebsk:

Persistent  socio-economic  failure  in  the

northern  region  could  lead  to  localized

unrest that Directive No. 1 is designed to

crush.  Triggers: Failed harvest or energy

shortages  in  winter  2026.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Domestic  political

instability.  Mitigations: Aggressive  state

investment and parliamentary oversight.

Spillover of Ukrainian "TCK" Violence:

If  the  Ukrainian  state  truly  begins  to

fracture, the resulting migration of armed,

disgruntled conscripts could destabilize the

Belarusian  border.  Triggers: Collapse  of

the  Ukrainian  frontline.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Border  insecurity  and

refugee crisis.  Mitigations: Hardening of

the southern border zone.

Potanin  Project  Failure: Should  the  AI

mining  equipment  venture  fail,  Belarus

loses its primary path to tech sovereignty.

Triggers: Secondary sanctions on Norilsk

Nickel's  partners.  Likelihood: Low.

Impact: Long-term  industrial  stagnation.

Mitigations: Diversifying  tech  partners

through China and Iran.

Internal  Corruption  Collapse: The

systemic nature of the water utility bribes

suggests  corruption  is  widespread  in

critical infrastructure.  Triggers: Failure of

a  major  utility  (water/power)  due  to

skimmed  maintenance  funds.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Loss  of  government

legitimacy.  Mitigations: Public  "show

trials" of corrupt infrastructure heads.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts do not explain the  actual

status  of  Russian nuclear  weapons on

Belarusian  soil,  which  is  a  massive  risk

factor ignored in favor of  general nuclear

rhetoric.

There is a complete lack of information on

youth unemployment or emigration rates

among  the  technical  class,  who  are

essential  for  the  "AI  future"  Lukashenko

envisions.

The  "success"  of  the  timber  sector  is

unverified  by  independent  auditors;  the

environmental impact of  record logging is

entirely unaddressed.

The  actual  willingness  of  Potanin to

invest billions in a sanctioned state versus

using it as a temporary bypass for Russian

exports is not scrutinized.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Potanin Exit": The high-profile BELAZ

agreement  might  be  a  cover  for  Potanin  to

offload sanctioned  assets or  move  capital

into  Belarusian  shells  before  Norilsk  Nickel

faces  total  exclusion  from  global  markets,

rather than a genuine tech partnership.

The "Directive No. 1" Preemptive Strike:

The update to the security directive may not

be  a  reaction  to  external  threats,  but  a

preemptive  move  to  stifle  a  specific

internal  faction within  the  security

apparatus  or  bureaucracy  that  is  currently

pushing for de-escalation with the West.

Black Swan Event: A  catastrophic cyber-

attack on  the  Belorussian  railway  system

(used for Russian troop movements) by non-

state actors, which Minsk would immediately

blame  on  NATO,  potentially  triggering  a

military  response  based  on  Union  State

obligations.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Monitor  SCO  development  bank

negotiations as a leading indicator for the

death  of  Western  influence  in  Eurasian

infrastructure.

Analyze Directive No. 1 as a template for

integrated civil-political repression that

could be exported to other autocracies.

Prepare  for  "grey  market"  military

smuggling  to  increase  as  Western  supply

chains  for  defense  components  remain

porous.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chain  Alert: Avoid  all  heavy

machinery  components  sourced  from

Belarus  or  Norilsk  Nickel  subsidiaries  to

prevent  AI-related intellectual property

theft and sanctions violations.

Currency  Risk: Hedge  against  the  total

de-dollarization  of  the  Belarusian  market,

as  the  move  to  Ruble/Yuan/Digital  SCO

tokens appears inevitable.

Regulatory  Risk: Compliance

departments should treat the Gomel/Brest

utility  corruption  cases  as  a  signal  of

systemic  risk  in  all  state-linked

infrastructure projects.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The  legislative  focus  was  on  internal

security and  the  protection  of  domestic

markets,  alongside  structural  changes  to

rural business financing.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Directive No. 1 Update: A presidential

decree  broadening  the  definition  of

public  safety to include virtual  security

and anti-extremism.

Domestic Production Mandate: A new

regulation taking effect  September 10

requiring retailers to maintain a specific

quota  (up  to  58%)  of  Belarusian-made

goods.

Agro-ecotourism  Decree: Legislation

providing  long-term  (10-year)  low-

interest  (5%)  loans  for  rural  business,

removing previous borrowing limits.

2027 Budget-Tax Package: Preliminary

parliamentary  discussion  focused  on

"thorough  and  critical"  examination  of

spending.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Potanin-Lukashenko  Summit: High-

level press engagement on the future of

AI in mining.

SCO  Council  of  Heads  of  State:

Strategic  strategy  2035  formalized  in

Bishkek.

Belarus-Iraq  Business  Forum:

Negotiations on pharmaceutical exports.

KEY STORIES

Lukashenko-Potanin  High-Tech  Deal:

Discussion  of  Norilsk  Nickel  and  Interros

collaborating with BELAZ on  AI-controlled

mining trucks.

Update to Directive No. 1: Expansion of

the  security  decree  to  cover  information

tech, migration, and extremism.

SCO Summit  in  Bishkek: Formalization

of Belarus as a member and the call for a

new global security architecture.

Luxury  Car  Tax  Evasion: Operative

Customs exposed a scheme using fictitious

individuals  to  import  300  premium  cars

avoiding $12M in taxes.

Military Smuggling to the EU: Seizure of

24 T-72 engines and BTR parts disguised as

civilian goods bound for the West.

Gold and FX Reserve Spike: Belarusian

reserves grew to  $15.2 billion due to gold

price appreciation.

Timber  Export  Milestone: Record  1M

cubic meters of lumber exported, bypassing

Western sanctions.

Brussels  Narco-State  Report: Focus  on

170  shootings and  drug  gangs  attacking

police stations in Belgium.

US  CEO  Assassination  Mania: Reports

on  the  murders  of  UnitedHealth  and

Blackstone  executives  and  public  support

for the killers.

Agro-ecotourism  Decree: New  state

support measures for rural businesses.

Ukrainian  Conscription  Terror:

Allegations of TCK brutality and corruption

in mobilization.

Leningrad  Blockade  Memorial: 85th

anniversary  commemoration  in  St.

Petersburg.

Water  Utility  Corruption  Crisis: Major

bribery  case  involving  heads  of  water

utilities in three Belarusian regions.

Iraq  Diplomatic  Outreach: Ambassador

to Iraq вручает верительные грамоты in

Baghdad, seeking pharmaceutical deals.

Meta  Lawsuit  for  Child  Harm:

Discussion  of  the  $1.5T  potential  fine

against Zuckerberg's empire.

Volkswagen Defense Pivot: Report on VW

converting  a  car  plant  to  anti-aircraft

production for Israel.

Vitebsk  Regional  Struggle: High-level

oversight  of  agricultural  failures in

northern Belarus.

Mad Cucumber Invasion: Report on the

invasive  "Echinocystis"  plant  spreading  in

Gomel.

Horse  Breeding  Revival: State  support

for  Russian  Heavy  Draft horses  in  the

Polissya reserve.

Gorki  Agricultural  Digitalization:

Development  of  digital  twins for  livestock

at the Agricultural Academy.

Potato  Museum  and  Industry: Feature

on Belarus as a global leader in potato tech

and chip production.
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Internal  Troops  Readiness: The  7th

Special  Police  Brigade  conducts  intense

training.

China-Belarus Video Contest: Outreach

to Chinese influencers to promote Belarus.

Italian  Garden  Restoration: Mir  Castle

opens  a  restored  6-hectare  garden for

tourists.

Qigong in Minsk: 300 people participate

in a mass exercise event.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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