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H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE TALIBAN'S “RESOURCE-FIRST”
ECONOMIC PIVOT: SEEKING LEGITIMACY
THROUGH ENERGY & INFRASTRUCTURE

Leveraging natural gas and oil contracts with regional partners to establish domestic legitimacy
and long-term fiscal independence despite continued international non-recognition.
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Conclusion: The IEA is aggressively pivoting to a resource-based economy, using regional
partnerships to build a “sanction-proof” state and reframe international engagement around
shared economic interests rather than political reforms.
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THE TALIBAN ADMINISTRATION IS
AGGRESSIVELY PIVOTING TOWARD
A "RESOURCE-FIRST" ECONOMIC
STRATEGY, LEVERAGING NATURAL
GAS AND OIL CONTRACTS WITH
REGIONAL PARTNERS TO
ESTABLISH DOMESTIC LEGITIMACY
AND LONG-TERM FISCAL
INDEPENDENCE DESPITE
CONTINUED INTERNATIONAL NON-
RECOGNITION.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 8, 2026, marks a concerted effort
by the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) to
project an image of a stabilizing, technocratic
state focused on large-scale
extraction and infrastructure development.
Central to this narrative is the "Government in
the Mirror of the Media" press conference
series, officials, led by
spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid, detailed
extensive achievements across the ministries
of Water and Energy, Public Works, and Urban
Development. The administration is signaling
a transition from a post-war stabilization
phase to an industrialization and resource-
driven economic model, highlighted by major

resource

where senior

contracts for gas exploration in Herat and oil
oversight in the Amu Darya basin.

Diplomatically, the IEA is leveraging regional
competition and the specific mediation of
Qatar to normalize its standing. The reported
meeting with former U.S. envoy Zalmay
Khalilzad and regarding
investment from Saudi Arabia, Azerbaijan,
and Norway suggest a strategy of "economic
diplomacy" intended to bypass political
blockades. By securing long-term energy
contracts—some spanning 25 years—the
Taliban is attempting to lock in foreign
stakeholders, effectively creating a financial
incentive for regional powers to support the
current regime's longevity and stability.

discussions

Domestically, the broadcast emphasizes a
"Sharia-compliant" social order, framing the
suppression of dissent and the
implementation of restrictive social codes as
the foundation of the country's current
security. While reports highlight the
"protection of women's rights" in inheritance
and marriage, these are strictly defined within
the Emirate's interpretation of Islamic law.
The contrast between the IEA's claims of
expanding literacy and UNESCO's warnings of
a global literacy crisis reflects an ongoing
information war regarding the humanitarian
and educational reality on the ground,
particularly concerning the exclusion of
women from higher levels of the social and
economic sphere.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Extractive Industry Expansion and
Foreign Energy Partnerships

* The Ministry of Mines and Petroleum
signed a 25-year contract with Saudi Delta
Company for the exploration and extraction
of gas in the Kashk-e-Kuhna and Tirpul
blocks of Herat province, with an initial
$200 million investment.

* Two monitoring and advisory contracts
worth $138 million were signed with
Tatarstan’s TNG Group for the Amu Darya
oil field and the construction of a flexible
production center (FPF) in the Zamradsay
block.

* The administration reports growing

interest from companies in Qatar, Norway,
and Azerbaijan to invest in Afghanistan’s

untapped oil and gas reserves.

Large-Scale Infrastructure and Water
Management Initiatives

* Spokesperson Zabihullah Mujahid
announced the completion of two major
dams in Kabul and Zabul provinces, costing
over 4.3 billion Afghanis.

* A $10 billion agreement with the Azizi
Group aims to produce 10,000 megawatts
of electricity from domestic sources to
achieve energy self-sufficiency.

* The Ministry of Public Works completed 91
out of 262 planned infrastructure projects,
including roads, bridges, and mosques,
while designing nearly 1,000 kilometers of
new railway lines.

Diplomatic Maneuvering and Economic
Normalization

* Former U.S. envoy Zalmay Khalilzad met
with IEA officials to discuss governance
and infrastructure progress, signaling
continued, albeit unofficial, high-level
engagement with the West.

* Qatar reaffirmed its role as a strategic
partner, seeking to build international
consensus on Afghanistan through the UN
Human Rights Council.

e Iranian private sector representatives
expressed intent to transfer modern
technology and invest in Afghan iron, gold,
and copper mines.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Energy & Critical Minerals The IEA is
prioritizing the development of the Kashk-e-
Kuhna basin in Herat and the Amu Darya oil
fields to mitigate energy shortages and
generate domestic revenue. The involvement
of Tatarstan and Saudi Arabia highlights a
preference for regional and non-Western
partners who are less likely to condition
investment on political or human rights
reforms.

Food & Water Security Water management
is being framed as a primary defense against
drought and a tool for agricultural
independence. The completion of the Farah
province diversion tunnel and check dams in
various provinces are central to the Ministry
of Water and Energy's reported 1447 lunar
year achievements.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
"Government in the Mirror of Media" series
serves to centralize the narrative around
Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar and the Prime
Minister’s Office, emphasizing a unified and


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_073000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_073000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_133000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_043000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_043000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_080000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_110000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_110000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_153000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_153000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_183000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_183000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RTANEWS_20260908_113000

capable administration. The use of Mufti
Latifullah Hakimi to inspect military facilities
(207 Al-Farooq Corps) demonstrates ongoing
efforts to professionalize and standardize the
armed forces under central authority.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk The IEA
is aggressively codifying its social agenda
through the Ministry for the Propagation
of Virtue and Prevention of Vice. Reports
from Ghor province highlight the adjudication
of over 300 cases involving inheritance and
forced marriage, projecting a facade of legal
stability =~ while enforcing strict Sharia
interpretations.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics
Significant focus is placed on the Salang
Tunnel reconstruction and the expansion of
the Khost-Jalalabad road networks. These
projects are viewed as critical for trans-
regional trade, positioning Afghanistan as a
bridge between Central and South Asia.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The "Bridge" Narrative: Geoeconomic
Repositioning The
consistently using the phrase "economic
bridge between Central and South Asia" to
frame its strategic value to the world. By
focusing on railways (Herat-Kandahar-Spin
Boldak) and transit corridors, the Taliban aims
to make Afghanistan indispensable to regional
trade, thereby forcing neighbors to prioritize
stability and cooperation over ideological
differences. This is a deliberate attempt to
weaponize geography to secure regime
survival.

administration is

Islamic Legitimacy as Security
Infrastructure A recurring theme is that the
"Islamic System" is the sole guarantor of the

"unprecedented security" now claimed in
Afghanistan. Tribal meetings in Jawzjan and
Sar-e Pol are presented not as political rallies,
but as religious reaffirmations of the
leadership. The subtext is that any opposition
to the regime is not just a political act, but a
violation of Sharia, providing a theological
mandate for the suppression of "insurgents"
or "seditionists."

Self-Sufficiency VSs. Humanitarian
Dependence There is a clear rhetorical shift
from requesting humanitarian aid to
demanding infrastructure and
developmental aid. Officials and citizens are
quoted arguing that humanitarian aid is a
"short-term fix" and that the international
community has a "moral responsibility" to
fund infrastructure and development to build
a sustainable economy. This is a sophisticated
effort to rebrand foreign assistance as a debt
owed for reconstruction rather than charity.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal narrative is one of total
consolidation, yet the heavy emphasis on
"obedience to leadership" and "unity" in
provincial meetings suggests a persistent
concern regarding internal cohesion. The 207
Al-Farooq  Corps inspection and the
graduation of 75 security personnel in Ghazni
after "intellectual and professional" training
indicate a continuous need to indoctrinate and
professionalize the Taliban's former guerrilla
fighters into a standing army.

Domestic instability is also managed through
the Commission for Contact with Afghan
Personalities, which recently reported the
return of Waliullah Munawar, a former
government official. This program is a key
pillar of the IEA's strategy to hollow out the
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external opposition by luring former elites
back with promises of safety, thereby
neutralizing potential leaders of a resistance
movement. However, the reported increase in
fuel and gas prices in Takhar indicates that
the administration remains vulnerable to
global market shocks, which could fuel local
discontent if economic "self-sufficiency" fails
to materialize.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The IEA frames the international system as a
bifurcated arena: a hostile Western bloc
that uses sanctions and human rights as
political tools, and a pragmatic regional
bloc (Saudi Arabia, Russia/Tatarstan, Iran,
Qatar) willing to engage for mutual economic
gain. The broadcasts highlight instability in
the West and its allies—such as the Houthi
attacks on Saudi Arabia or U.S.-Iran tensions
in the Persian Gulf—to contrast Afghanistan
as a zone of emerging order.

The strategic posture is one of cautious
openness. The Emirate is projecting power
by successfully negotiating with multi-national
entities like the Saudi Delta Company, while
simultaneously using the UN Human Rights
Council sessions as a platform to demand
"positive and practical engagement." By
inviting Zalmay Khalilzad to
investments, the IEA is signaling to the U.S.
that the door is open for a pragmatic
relationship centered on business, provided
political demands are shelved.

discuss

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Afghan economy is undergoing a

structural realignment toward primary
resource exports and domestic energy
production. While currency stability is

maintained through strict controls, the
population faces significant inflationary
pressure in the energy sector.

* Energy Sector Capital Flows: A $200

million initial investment in Herat gas
blocks by Saudi Delta and a $138 million
contract for Amu Darya services hy
Tatarstan’s TNG represent the largest
recent capital injections.

National Infrastructure Spending: Over

10 billion Afghanis allocated for dams and

83 million Afghanis for the reconstruction
of the Managi power dam in Kunar.

* Trade and Logistics: Export of
agricultural goods (grapes, nuts,
vegetables) to Iraq, Azerbaijan, and the
UAE via Iran is highlighted as a growing
revenue stream.

Inflation Indicators: In Takhar province,
petrol prices have reached 87 Afghanis per
liter and liquid gas 80 Afghanis per kg,
causing significant public concern.

* Labor Market: The Ministry of Urban

Development claims its projects have
provided direct/indirect employment for
over 8,800 individuals in the last year.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The transcripts reveal a leadership focused on
institutionalizing the "Islamic Emirate"
through professional inspections and the

integration of technical experts into
ministerial roles.
* Mullah Abdul Ghani Baradar:

Consolidating his role as the economic
czar of the administration, chairing the
Procurement Commission and overseeing
all major energy signatures in Kabul.
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* Mufti Latifullah Hakimi: Acting as the
regime's chief inspector, his visit to the
207 Al-Farooq Corps in Herat signals a
push for military standardization and
administrative oversight.

* Mullah Hedayatullah Badri: As Minister
of Mines, he is the primary liaison for
foreign energy firms, shifting the
ministry's focus from artisanal mining to
large-scale industrial contracts like Tarek
Brak.

e Waliullah Munawar: Return of the
former palace protocol chief through the

Contact Commission is a symbolic win for

the Taliban's internal reconciliation
narrative.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The lead stories are overwhelmingly positive,
focused on
infrastructure milestones. The Saudi-Herat
gas deal and the Ministry of Water and
Energy's year-end reports dominated airtime.
This hierarchy is designed to project a sense
of momentum and "inevitable progress" under
Taliban rule. Domestic economic hardship,
such as the fuel price spikes in Takhar, was
relegated to late-segment reporting, framed
as a "global issue" rather than a domestic
failure. Conspicuously omitted was any
mention of female secondary or university
education, despite the UNESCO literacy day
context, and any specific details on the
"Intellectual/Agqeeda" training components of
the security forces, which likely involve
radicalization or extreme ideological vetting.

economic "wins" and

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting utilizes a sophisticated
framing of regional powers as partners in a

new Silk Road, while portraying Western
allies as failing states or sources of instability.

COUNTRIES

* Saudi Arabia: Portrayed as a "strategic
economic partner" and a model of Islamic

cooperation through the Delta Company
deal.

Russia/Tatarstan: Framed as a
technological ally providing high-level
expertise for the oil sector in the Amu
D in.

* Qatar: Characterized as the essential
mediator, bridge-builder, and "moral
voice" in international forums like the UN.

* Iran: Portrayed as both a logistical
corridor for Afghan exports to the Middle
East and a victim of U.S. "maritime
blockades" in the Persian Gulf.

Ukraine/Russia: Presented as a zone of
unchecked chaos and destruction, with
frequent mentions of drone strikes and

civilian casualties in Kyiv and Saratov.
LEADERS

e Zalmay Khalilzad: Framed as a
pragmatic validator of the IEA's progress,
used to lend international credibility to the

regime's economic claims during his Kabul
talks.

* Kim Jong Un: Portrayed as a strong
nationalist leader defying his enemies
with new naval capabilities on the eastern
coast.
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NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Azizi Group: Framed as the patriotic
private sector backbone, investing billions
where others fear to tread in the energy
sector.

* Houthis: Portrayed as an active regional
force capable of striking major energy
targets, emphasizing the vulnerability of
the current global energy order in Saudi
Arabia.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

meta-narrative is the
"Normalization of the Emirate." By
swamping the information space with
technical data about road kilometers,
megawattages, and contract values, the IEA is
attempting to move the international
conversation away from human rights and
toward "shared economic interests." The
"Government in the Mirror of the Media"
initiative is a masterclass in narrative seeding,
where the administration preemptively
defines its success by its own metrics before
international critics can frame the narrative
around girls' education or political exclusion.

The primary

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Tatarstan Model" Expansion:
Expect the IEA to sign more deals with
autonomous Russian republics and
Central Asian states as a way to gain
Russian technology without the full political
baggage of Moscow, creating a web of
dependencies that prevents regional
isolation.

* Private Sector Nationalization: Large
domestic entities like Azizi Group are
becoming de facto arms of the state. If
these $10 billion energy promises fail to
yield results within two vyears, the
administration may move to more direct
state control over these companies to
prevent economic collapse.

* Sharia-Bureaucracy Integration: The
professionalization of the Propagation of
Virtue ministry suggests it will soon
function like a formal judiciary branch,
eventually displacing any remaining civil
code courts in the provinces.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
ceremonial groundbreakings for the Herat
gas blocks and Amu Darya facilities to project
momentum. Regional prices for fuel may
stabilize if the IEA can secure subsidized
imports from Iran or Russia in exchange for
mining concessions.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Completion of
the Salang Tunnel concrete works before
winter will be a critical test of the Ministry of
Public Works' competence. Failure to finish
will lead to severe supply chain disruptions
and potentially rare public protests in Kabul.

Long Term (1-5 Years): If the TAPI pipeline
and domestic gas projects proceed,
Afghanistan could shift from an aid-dependent
state to a regional energy transit hub. This
would fundamentally alter the "carrot and
stick" approach of Western diplomacy, as the
Taliban would no longer require international
aid for survival.
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RISK ASSESSMENT

The following risks could rapidly destabilize
the current trajectory described in the
transcripts:

Risk of Energy-Driven Social Unrest:
Rising fuel and gas prices, as seen in
Takhar, could trigger localized protests.
Triggers: Global oil spikes or border
closures with Iran/Uzbekistan. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (domestic
instability). Mitigations: Price caps,
subsidized distributions, or increased
security presence in markets.

Failure of Mega-Projects: The $10 billion
Azizi electricity deal and Saudi Delta gas
deals are ambitious; failure to produce
results could bankrupt the state's
credibility. Triggers: Lack of technical
capacity or withdrawal of foreign technical
staff due to security. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Severe (economic stagnation).
Mitigations: Diversifying partners and
starting with smaller, modular projects.

Regional Conflict Contagion: Houthi
attacks on i energy infr. re or
U.S.-Iran maritime clashes could disrupt
the very supply chains Afghanistan is trying
to join. Triggers: Escalation in Yemen or
the Strait of Hormuz. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Moderate (transit delays).
Mitigations: Strengthening northern trade
routes via Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan.

* Internal Insurgency Resurgence: The
broadcast mentions "opponents and
seditionists" in_ Daikundi, signaling
persistent armed resistance. Triggers:
Ethnic exclusion or economic desperation
in central highlands. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: High (military
overstretch). Mitigations: Tribal
engagement and local infrastructure
spending.

* Global Health Crisis Expansion: Reports
of Ebola in Congo/Uganda and ongoing
humanitarian needs in Afghanistan suggest
a fragile public health state. Triggers:
Cross-border disease transmission.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: Severe (trade
stoppage). Mitigations: Enhanced border
health screenings and coordination with
WHO.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A holistic risk assessment is hindered by
several glaring omissions and unverified
claims in the broadcasts:

* The "Azizi Group" Funding Source: No

detail is provided on how a domestic
Afghan conglomerate can realistically
finance a $10 billion energy project without
international bank support, suggesting
these may be ‘"paper projects" for
propaganda purposes.

* Female Economic Participation: While
literacy is discussed, the complete absence
of women from all ministry reports, press
conferences, and industrial project videos
highlights a massive untapped (and
suppressed) labor force that is not
accounted for in GDP projections.
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* Specific Contract Terms: The "25-year"
contracts with Saudi Delta and Tatarstan
companies lack transparency on royalty
rates, environmental protections, or
dispute resolution mechanisms, raising the
risk of "resource trap" scenarios.

* Security Force Casualty Rates: The
graduation and training reports in Ghazni
and inspections in Herat avoid any mention
of active combat or the cost of maintaining
security against IS-K or NRF actors.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Potemkin Governance" Scenario: The
flurry of activity in the Ministries of Public
Works and Mines could be a desperate facade
to project stability to foreign investors while
the central bank’s reserves dwindle. The
heavy reliance on one-off deals with Tatarstan
and Saudi private firms suggests the IEA is
struggling to attract stable, long-term state-
level investment, and the "achievements" are
mostly superficial repairs rebranded as "new
infrastructure."

The "Qatar Stalling Tactic": Rather than
Qatar being a true bridge to the West, its
mediation could be a stalling tactic to allow
the Taliban to fully entrench its social and
security architecture while the international
community is distracted by "dialogue." Once
the resource deals with Saudi Arabia and Iran
are fully operational, the IEA will likely
abandon the Qatari track and the UN Human
Rights Council consensus entirely.

Black Swan Event: An assassination or
health crisis involving the Supreme Leader
(Amir al-Mu'minin) during a period of intense
economic transition could trigger a power
struggle between the "economic pragmatists"
in Kabul (Baradar) and the '"ideological

purists" in Kandahar, leading to a sudden and
violent fragmentation of the security forces.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Monitor  the "intellectual
training" of security forces in Ghazni; this
signals a shift from a militia to a highly
ideologized, professionalized internal
security apparatus capable of long-term
repression.

* Economic: Western states should prepare
for a scenario where '"sanction-proof"
resource networks between Afghanistan,
Tatarstan, and Saudi Arabia become the

primary economic driver, rendering
traditional aid leverage obsolete.
* Diplomatic: The Qatari "dialogue

platform" remains the only viable window

for influence; however, it must be used to
demand transparency on
contracts to prevent the total "resource-
ization" of Afghan governance.

resource

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: The completion of Salang
Tunnel repairs is a binary indicator for
logistics; if successfully completed by year-
end, it reduces transit risk for Central
Asian trade significantly.

Regulatory: Investors should expect the
"Propagation of Virtue" ministry audits to
extend into corporate governance,
requiring all foreign entities to adhere to
strict "Islamic operational standards."
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* Capital Allocation: Opportunities exist in
the Amu Darya and Herat basins, but the
25-year duration of contracts presents
extreme political risk given the lack of
formal diplomatic recognition for the
contracting government.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The current governance structure operates
through Supreme Leader Decrees and
Procurement Commission approvals rather
than traditional parliamentary legislation. The
focus is on codifying Sharia and standardizing
infrastructure protocols.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c Decree No. 13 & 18: Regulations
concerning human trafficking and social
customs during weddings and funerals,
aimed at reducing "un-Islamic" financial

waste in Jawzjan.

o Standardization Act: The Authority for
Standards (ANSA) met with the iron
smelting union to enforce quality
requirements for domestic industrial
production.

o Water Management Policy: Re-
allocation of funds for the Managi dam
and check dams to combat drought in
Kabul and Zabul.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
°c "Government in the Mirror of the
Media": A recurring series of press
events where ministries present year-
end reports to simulate transparency
and accountability.

° UN Human Rights Council
Interactive Dialogue: A diplomatic
forum in Geneva where Qatar

represented the push for Afghan

economic inclusion.

KEY STORIES

Herat Gas Exploration Contract: A 25-
year, $200 million deal signed between the
Ministry of Mines and Saudi Delta
Company in Herat.

Amu Darya Oil Monitoring Deal: A $138

million agreement with Tatarstan’s TNG for
oil sector services and a production center.

Government Achievements 1447 Lunar
Year: Zabihullah Mujahid reports on two
large dams in Kabul/Zabul and in Farah
province.

Azizi Group Energy Proposal: A $10

billion plan to generate 10,000 MW of
electricity domestically.

Ministry of Public Works Report:
Completion of 91 projects, including the

Salang  Tunnel's North-South gallery

repairs.

International Literacy Day: Taliban
claims of 19,000 literacy courses serving
430,000 citizens vs. UNESCO warnings.

Khalilzad-Kabul Meeting: Discussions on
regional investment and governance with
former US envoy.

Khost Infrastructure: Completion of 12
projects in Zazi Maidan and Bak districts

worth 37 million Afghanis.

Takhar Fuel Crisis: Public concern over

rising petrol prices hitting 87 Afghanis/
liter.

Ghor Sharia Adjudication: 300+ cases of
family law and women's rights resolved by
the Virtue Ministry.

Baghlan Mining Accident: Four miners

killed due to gas poisoning in Tala Wa
Barfak district.
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e Iran-US Maritime Tension: Iran
announces a '"forbidden =zone" in the
Persian Gulf following US maneuvers.

e Houthi Strikes on Saudi Arabia: Missile

attacks on southern energy facilities injure
73.

e North Korea Submarine Launch: Kim
Jong Un unveils a new vessel to counter
US-South Korean exercises.

* Russia-Ukraine  Conflict: Escalating
drone and missile strikes in Kyiv and
Saratov.

* Daikundi Security Meeting: Clerics call
for unity and the end of resistance against
the Islamic system.

* Salang Tunnel Expansion: 15 km of
asphalt and concrete works currently
underway.

* Jawzjan Tribal Council: Local leaders in
Darzab pledge support to the IEA.

* Afghan Telecommunication Expansion:
A 422 million Afghani contract to install 52
mobile towers in remote districts.

* Nangarhar Industrial Raid: Discovery
and seizure of a counterfeit manufacturing
facility.

* Ghazni Police Graduation: 75 police
officers complete a one-month professional
training course.

* Mazar-e-Sharif Road Project:

Construction of the Siagard road worth 80
million Afghanis.

* UNHCR Assistance in Afghanistan:
Reports of shelter for 75,000 and hygiene
for 90,000 returnees.

* UNESCO Global Literacy Stats: 739

million people worldwide lack basic reading
skills.

* Afghan Export Logistics: Grapes and
vegetables exported to Iraqg and UAE from
Herat.

e Health Crisis Alert: Ebola outbreak in
Congo kills at least 131 people.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

h ://bl 1tproj rg/announcing-our-

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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