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U.S. SECURITY INTEGRATION IN
THE ANDES AND DOMESTIC

INSTITUTIONAL VOLATILITY IN
ARUBA DEFINE THE REGIONAL

RISK LANDSCAPE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September  9,  2026,  is  characterized  by  a

significant  geopolitical  realignment  in  the

Andean region, led by U.S. Secretary of State

Marco  Rubio,  who  has  signaled  a  "Golden

Age"  of  bilateral  relations  with  Colombian

President  Abelardo  de  la  Espriella.  This

realignment  focuses  on  aggressive  counter-

narcotics,  military  technological  integration

via the  "Shield of the Americas," and new

frontiers in civil nuclear energy and critical

mineral  extraction.  The  visit  represents  a

sharp  pivot  toward  hard  security  and

alignment  with  Washington’s  agenda  to

displace Chinese influence in South America,

particularly  regarding  rare  earth  minerals

and  infrastructure.  This  macro-level  shift

occurs  as  North  America  descends  further

into a trade war,  with Canada implementing

retaliatory  tariffs  and  Ford  Motor  Company

publicly clashing with the U.S. Department of

Transportation  over  Chinese  technology

licenses.

Domestically  in  Aruba,  the  opening  of  the

2026-2027  Parliamentary  year  serves  as  a

backdrop  for  significant  social  and  labor

friction.  Protests  by  Setar employees  over

leadership  continuity  and  UTV/ATV

operators challenging  environmental

litigation highlight a growing tension between

economic  interests  and  institutional

governance.  The  government’s  legislative

agenda,  presented  by  Governor  Alfonso

Boekhoudt,  attempts  to  address  these

pressures  through  promises  of  "shared

prosperity,"  linking  minimum  wage  to

subsistence  levels,  and  expanding  social

protections for special needs families and the

elderly.  However,  the  juxtaposition  of  these

formal  proceedings  with  street-level  unrest

suggests a fragile social contract.

Regional  stability  is  further  complicated  by

severe environmental  and security  crises.  In

Colombia  and  Venezuela,  communities

continue  to  struggle  with  earthquake

reconstruction,  with  damages  in  Pereira

alone estimated at 10 trillion pesos. In Peru,

the government of Keiko Fujimori is seeking

unprecedented executive powers to manage a

deteriorating  security  environment,  even  as

environmental  monitoring  of  glacial

desbordes is  hampered by local  community

resistance.  Collectively,  the  day’s

developments illustrate a region transitioning

toward militarized governance and economic

protectionism  in  response  to  both  external

geopolitical  competition  and  internal  social

volatility.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S.-Colombia  Strategic  Realignment:

The  formalization  of  the  "Barranquilla

Accords" establishes a new framework for

military  cooperation and  technological

transfer.  Key  components  include  the

potential  for  joint  military  bases  and

Colombian  participation  in  the  "Shield  of

the Americas" to combat narcoterrorism.

Critical  Minerals  and  Nuclear  Pivot:

New  memorandums  of  understanding

between the U.S. and Colombia cover  civil

nuclear energy and the extraction of  rare

earth  minerals,  specifically  tungsten  in

Caldas,  aimed  at  reducing  Western

dependence on China.

Aruban Institutional Friction: The start

of the legislative year was met with  labor

protests at the state telecom provider Setar

and  UTV  operator  demonstrations at

Parliament,  forcing  government

intervention in judicial delays.

Andean  Security  Crackdowns: Ecuador

completed  the  deportation of  foreign

nationals  following  social  media

provocations, while Colombian President de

la  Espriella  lifted  the  ban on  civilian

firearm carry permits.

North  American  Trade  Escalation:

Canada’s  Prime  Minister  Mark  Carney

defended a trade withdrawal from the U.S.,

while  the  U.S.  government  increased

pressure  on  Ford  over  its  CATL  battery

licenses.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization Colombia

is  undergoing  a  rapid  remilitarization.  The

government  has  deactivated  Decree  1368,

effectively  restoring  the  right  of  vetted

citizens to carry firearms. Concurrently,  U.S.

Secretary of State Marco Rubio and President

de la Espriella discussed the establishment of

joint  military operations and the use of  U.S.

military  facilities  within  Colombian  territory

to monitor criminal structures. This signals a

move away from the "Total Peace" policies of

the  previous  administration  toward  a  high-

intensity war on organized crime.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The visit of Marco

Rubio  to  Colombia,  Peru,  and  Ecuador

constitutes  a  three-nation  tour intended  to

solidify a conservative, pro-Washington bloc in

the  Andes.  In  Peru,  the  mission  involves

engaging  with  Keiko  Fujimori as  she

requests  66  special  legislative  powers to

bypass  congressional  gridlock,  a  move  that

critics  suggest  leans  toward  autocratic

consolidation under  the  guise  of  security

urgency.

Energy & Critical Minerals A strategic shift

is visible in the U.S.-Colombia energy agenda,

moving beyond traditional petroleum into civil

nuclear  energy and  the  exploitation  of

tungsten in  the  Caldas  region.  This  is

explicitly framed as a geopolitical necessity

to secure supply chains for  defense systems

and  electronics  against  Chinese  market

dominance.

Climate  &  Extreme  Weather Climate-

related  risks  are  intensifying  regional

instability.  Peru  is  monitoring  glacial  cracks

and  lagoon  overflow risks  at  Laguna  Paron,

though  community  resistance  is  preventing

scientific  monitoring.  Meanwhile,  Colombia

(Barranquilla)  faces  a  severe  heatwave

exacerbated  by  El  Niño,  with  thermal

sensations  reaching  40  degrees  Celsius,

threatening  public  health  and  labor

productivity.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Recalibration of the "War on Drugs"

and Crime The  narrative  in  the  Andes  has

shifted  from  social  integration  back  to

elimination  of  threats.  President  de  la

Espriella’s rhetoric—offering criminals  "a jail

or  a  grave"—and the arrest  of  "Los Lobos"

members in Ecuador for car bombings after a

10-month  investigation indicate  a  return  to

punitive, state-centric security models. This is

bolstered by U.S. promises of drones and high-

level  intelligence to  target  transnational

criminal  economies  including  illegal  mining

and human trafficking.

Resource  Nationalism  vs.  Strategic

Alliances A contradictory trend is emerging

where  North  American  partners  (U.S.  and

Canada) are engaging in protectionist trade

wars while  simultaneously  seeking  to  build

strategic  mineral  alliances in  South

America.  The  U.S.  Department  of

Transportation’s alarm over Ford's reliance on

Chinese CATL technology suggests that "Tech

Sovereignty" is becoming a primary driver of

U.S.  industrial  policy,  even  at  the  cost  of

domestic corporate interests.

Aruba’s  Paradox  of  Prosperity Aruba  is

attempting  a  difficult  transition  toward  a

"shared  prosperity" model  while  facing

immediate  labor  and  environmental

pushback.  The  government’s  attempt  to

modernize  tourism  via  UTV  regulation  is

stalled  by  judicial  challenges from

environmental  NGOs  like  Aruba  Birdlife

Conservation,  reflecting  a  broader  regional

trend  where  environmental  protection  and

economic  continuity  are  in  direct,  often

litigious, conflict.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Aruba:  Labor  and  Sectoral  Unrest

Institutional  stability  in  Aruba  is  currently

tested by labor grievances at Setar. Workers

are  demanding  a  two-year  extension for

Director  Roland  Cruz  to  prevent

administrative  vacuum  following  recent

executive  departures.  Simultaneously,  UTV/

ATV operators have organized mass protests

to demand government intervention in a court

case  that  threatens  their  livelihood,

highlighting  a  perception  that  the  state  is

failing  to  protect  local  economic  sectors

against legal/environmental activism.

Peru:  Executive  Power  Grab President

Keiko  Fujimori’s  request  for  extraordinary

faculties for 120 days to legislate on 66 topics

—ranging  from  penal  militarization to

healthcare—signals  significant  institutional

decay or a move toward authoritarian crisis

management.  The  legislative  branch  has

expressed concern over this accumulation of

power,  suggesting  a  period  of  intense

executive-legislative friction.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

U.S.  "Golden  Age"  Posture The  U.S.  is

projecting  an  assertive,  security-first

posture in  the  Western  Hemisphere.  Marco

Rubio’s  rhetoric  frames  the  U.S.  as  a

restorative force, looking to  rebuild alliances

neglected  by  previous  administrations.  The

framing  of  the  "Shield  of  the  Americas"

suggests  a  regional  defense  architecture

designed to exclude extra-hemispheric actors,

particularly China and Russia.

Canada’s Divergence Canada is increasingly

framing the U.S.  as  an  unreliable partner.
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Prime Minister Mark Carney’s statement that

the era of  economic integration with the U.S.

is  "over"  marks  a  historic  shift  toward

diversification  and  protectionism,

portraying  Canada  as  a  sovereign  entity

refusing  to  become  a  "subsidiary"  of  U.S.

interests.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market  sentiment  is  dominated  by  energy

price  volatility and  trade  barriers.  While

Colombia  seeks  to  remove  U.S.  tariffs on

exports,  North  American  trade  is  suffering

from  retaliatory  measures  that  affect

aluminum,  steel,  and  timber  sectors.  Oil

prices  are  nearing  $100 per barrel due  to

Houthi  attacks  on  Saudi  infrastructure,

driving global inflation concerns.

Reconstruction Costs: Pereira, Colombia,

faces  a  10  trillion  peso shortfall  for

earthquake  recovery,  with  620  businesses

collapsed and 24,000 homes destroyed.

Energy  Prices: Aruban  fuel  prices

increased  on  Sept  9:  Gasoline  to  291.8

cents (up  0.9),  Diesel  to  310.0  cents (up

23.7),  and  Kerosene  to  275.6  cents (up

19.0).

U.S.-Canada Trade: Annual trade flows of

$900  billion are  under  threat;  Canada

reported a $48.3 billion trade surplus with

the U.S. in 2025, driven by energy exports.

Monetary  Policy: Chile  maintained

interest  rates  at  4.5% citing  Middle  East

conflict  risks  and  internal  economic

weakness.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key  leadership  transitions  are  occurring

within the legislative and corporate sectors of

Aruba, while U.S. diplomatic appointments are

reshuffling regional alliances.

Marlon Sneek: Elected as the President of

the Parliament of Aruba for the 2026-2027

term,  emphasizing  democratic  resilience

and institutional respect.

Roland Cruz: The Director of Setar, whose

pending retirement extension is the subject

of  intense  labor  protest  to  maintain

administrative stability.

Marco Rubio: Operating  as  Secretary  of

State,  he  is  the  primary  architect  of  the

"Golden  Age" narrative  for  U.S.-Andean

relations.

Ruddly: Stepped down as Vice President of

the  Aruban  Parliament,  succeeded  by

Ruddlin Lendort for the new term.

Jayen  Justin  Rederstad: Awarded  the

"Hala  di  Xoko" prize  by  the  Aruban

Parliament  for  youth  leadership  and

basketball contributions.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

TeleAruba’s  coverage  prioritize  Aruban

domestic  governance and  the  opening  of

Parliament, framing the government’s agenda

as  a  comprehensive  effort  at  social  reform.

However, the  Setar and UTV protests were

given  significant  prominence,  indicating  the

network’s role in highlighting immediate local

crises alongside formal statecraft. The visit of

Marco Rubio to Colombia was treated as a

major regional shift, with a tone of  cautious

optimism regarding security  but  skepticism

regarding  the  specifics  of  military

collaboration. Conspicuous omissions include

detailed  coverage  of  the  Middle  East

conflict despite  its  cited  impact  on  Chilean

interest  rates,  and  the  specific
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environmental  impact  data behind  the

lawsuit against Aruban UTV operators.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  day's  coverage  portrays  a  world

fracturing  into  ideological  and  economic

blocs, with a resurgent U.S. attempting to re-

establish  dominance  in  its  "near  abroad"

against  a  backdrop of  Chinese technological

encroachment  and  Canadian  diplomatic

defiance.

United States: Portrayed as a  protective

but demanding hegemon. The Rubio visit

is framed as an "inspiration" for democracy,

yet  the  conflict  with  Ford  and  Canada

highlights an aggressive industrial policy

that  pressures  allies  to  choose  sides.

"Estados Unidos y Colombia pueden entrar

en una época dorada."

Colombia: Framed  as  a  sovereign  but

vulnerable partner  undergoing  a  hard-

right  security  pivot.  The administration is

characterized  by  militaristic  resolve:

"bandido que no se someta lo vamos a dar

de baja."

China: Implicitly  framed  as  a  predatory

competitor and  an  "adversary."  U.S.

officials express concern over technologies

from "adversarios extranjeros" securing key

positions in Western markets.

Canada: Depicted  as  a  principled

defender  of  sovereignty in  a  fraying

marriage.  Prime  Minister  Carney

emphasizes  that  Canada  will  not  be  a

"subsidiary" of its neighbor.

Ecuador: Characterized  by  decisive

security  measures and  a  zero-tolerance

policy for foreign provocation: "nadie está

por encima la ley."

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

Narrative Seeding (U.S.-Colombia): The

term "Golden Age" is being heavily seeded

to create a psychological shift away from

the friction of the Petro era. This narrative

is  used  to  justify  military  presence that

might otherwise be seen as a violation of

sovereignty.

Corporate  Counter-Propaganda: Ford

Motor  Company’s  public  rebuttal  to

Secretary  Duffy  characterizes  the  U.S.

government’s  stance  as  a  "desatinado"

attempt to grab headlines at the company’s

expense,  exposing  a  rift  between  state

security and corporate globalization.

Social Media Weaponization: In Ecuador,

a  video  of  Venezuelan  delivery  drivers

mocking  transit  laws was  used  by  the

government  as  a  catalyst  for  immediate

deportation,  demonstrating  how  social

media provocations are being leveraged for

nationalist signaling.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

U.S.  Military  Expansion: The  "Shield  of

the  Americas"  will  likely  lead  to  a

permanent  U.S.  drone  and  radar

presence in  Colombia,  potentially

escalating  tensions  with  Venezuela  and

Nicaragua.

Aruban  Social  Contract  Strain: If  the

government fails to link minimum wage to

subsistence  levels  quickly,  the  current

labor protests at Setar could expand into a

general  strike affecting  the  broader

tourism economy.
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Andean  Authoritarianism: The  request

by  Keiko  Fujimori  for  special  powers

suggests  a  move  toward  "Bukele-style"

governance  in  Peru,  which  will  likely

receive  tacit  U.S.  support  if  it  targets

Chinese interests and organized crime.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect judicial

rulings in Aruba regarding UTV operators

and Setar leadership extensions to be high-

flashpoint events. In Colombia, a  surge in

police  operations against  "bandidos"  is

likely as de la Espriella seeks to capitalize

on Rubio’s visit.

Medium  Term  (1-6  Months):

Implementation of  new tariffs between the

U.S.  and Canada will  likely  disrupt  North

American auto supply chains. The first rare

earth  mineral  exploration permits  in

Colombia will likely be fast-tracked for U.S.

firms.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift

toward  civil  nuclear  power in  Colombia

could reposition the country as a regional

energy  hub,  while  Aruba’s  reforestation

goal of  100,000 trees  will  serve as  a  key

metric  for  its  sustainable  tourism

transition.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Escalation  of  U.S.-Canada  Trade  War:

Risk:  Severe  disruption  of  energy  and

automotive supply chains. Triggers: Failure

of  upcoming  ministerial  talks  or  further

U.S.  restrictions  on  Canadian  government

procurement.  Likelihood:  High.  Impact:

Critical.  Mitigations:  Fast-track  TMEC

dispute resolution mechanisms.

Institutional  Overreach  in  Peru: Risk:

Civil unrest in response to Keiko Fujimori’s

66 special powers. Triggers: Passage of the

powers  followed  by  mass  military

deployment  in  urban  centers.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  High.  Mitigations:

Congressional oversight and judicial review

of specific faculties.

Labor Contagion in Aruba: Risk: General

strike  paralyzing  state  entities.  Triggers:

Government  refusal  to  extend  Setar

director’s  contract  or  negative  UTV court

ruling.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Moderate-High.  Mitigations:  Direct

mediation  by  the  Ministry  of  Labor  and

written dialogue commitments.

Environmental  Disasters  in  Ancash:

Risk: Glacial lake outburst flood (GLOF) at

Laguna  Paron.  Triggers:  Continued

cracking  of  the  Hatun  Rahu  glacier  and

failure  to  monitor  due  to  community

blockades.  Likelihood:  Low-Moderate

(seasonal).  Impact:  High  (community

destruction).  Mitigations:  State-mediated

community  outreach  to  allow  specialist

access.

Narcoterrorist Retaliation in Colombia:

Risk:  Urban  car  bomb  attacks  by  groups

targeted by  the "Shield  of  the  Americas."

Triggers:  High-profile  military  strikes  or

extraditions  to  the  U.S.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  High.  Mitigations:

Enhanced  urban  intelligence  and  radar

system upgrades.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Chinese  Strategic  Response: The

broadcasts focus on U.S. efforts to displace

China but provide no analysis of  Chinese

countermeasures,  particularly  regarding

Peruvian port infrastructure or Ecuadorian

debt.
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Petro-Faction Influence: There is a total

lack  of  perspective  from  the  Colombian

opposition  or  former  Petro  supporters

regarding the  lifting of gun bans and U.S.

military bases.

Health  System  Solvency: While  Aruba

discusses  AZV reform and long-term care,

the  actual  funding  gap or  budgetary

deficit of the health insurance system is not

quantified.

Trade  War  Secondary  Impacts: The

reporting on the U.S.-Canada dispute fails

to  account  for  how  Mexico—the  third

partner in TMEC—is positioning itself or if

it will benefit from diverted trade.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Golden Age" as a Stalling Tactic:

While the U.S. projects a security alliance,

it may actually be a  short-term effort to

secure  critical  minerals  before  the  U.S.

2028 election cycle, with no intent to follow

through on nuclear technology transfer.

Aruban  Protests  as  Political  Theater:

The Setar protests may be orchestrated by

internal factions to prevent a transparent

selection process for a new director, using

"stability"  as  a  pretext  to  maintain  the

status quo.

Black  Swan  Event: A  synchronized

cyber-attack on the energy infrastructure

of both Saudi Arabia (via Houthis) and the

U.S.-Canada  border  could  drive  oil  over

$150, rendering the current trade disputes

and  "shared  prosperity"  plans  irrelevant

due to global economic collapse.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Institutionalize  community-based

environmental  monitoring in  Peru  and

Aruba  to  prevent  local  resistance  from

sabotaging  critical  disaster  prevention

efforts.

Develop  a  regional  Critical  Mineral

Framework that  ensures  local  value-add

(refining)  rather  than  just  extraction  to

avoid long-term "resource curse" dynamics.

Prepare  for  irregular  migration  surges

as Ecuador and Colombia intensify security

crackdowns  on  foreign  nationals  and

criminal groups.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Diversify  EV  battery  supply  chains

immediately; the U.S. government’s stance

on CATL licenses suggests that firms using

Chinese tech will face regulatory and tariff

penalties.

Hedge  against  logistics  volatility in  the

North  American  trade  corridor;  the  U.S.-

Canada  rift  is  unlikely  to  resolve  in  the

short  term,  impacting  cross-border

manufacturing.

Monitor  Aruban  real  estate closely;  the

government’s  focus  on  affordable  housing

and urban revitalization in Oranjestad may

offer  long-term  opportunities,  despite

current labor unrest.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  centered  on  executive

empowerment and  social  protection

expansion.  Aruba is  moving toward a highly

regulated  social  economy,  while  Peru  and
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Colombia  are  prioritizing  emergency

executive authority.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Aruban Minimum Wage Linking Law:

Proposed law to  couple minimum wage

to  the  subsistence  minimum  to  ensure

basic needs are met.

Landsverordening  Langdurige  Zorg

(Aruba): A new law intended to create a

durable financial base for long-term care

of the elderly and disabled.

Special  Needs  Financial  Assistance

(Aruba): Legislation  to  provide

additional  financial  aid to  families  with

children having special needs.

Investment  Fund  Act  (Aruba):

Legislation to establish a legal basis for

public  infrastructure  investments in

schools, monuments, and reforestation.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Opening  of  Aruban  Parliament:

Governor  Boekhoudt  presented  the

2026-2027  policy  roadmap focusing  on

shared prosperity and security.

Barranquilla Security Summit: Press

conference  by  Marco  Rubio  and

President  de  la  Espriella  detailing

cooperation against narcoterrorism.

Peruvian  Special  Faculties  Hearing:

Luis  Galarreta’s  appearance  before

Congress  to  defend  the  request for  66

extraordinary powers for Keiko Fujimori.

KEY STORIES

Setar Labor Protest: Workers at Aruba's

state  telecom  company  protested to

demand a two-year extension for Director

Roland  Cruz,  reaching  a  temporary

agreement for administrative stability.

UTV/ATV  Operator  Protest: Tourism

operators  in  Aruba  demonstrated at

Parliament,  demanding  the  government

intervene to pause a court case by Aruba

Birdlife  Conservation  that  threatens  their

industry.

Marco Rubio’s Colombian Visit: The U.S.

Secretary  of  State  visited  Barranquilla,

signing  the  Barranquilla  Accords for

security,  nuclear  energy,  and  rare  earth

minerals.

Opening of Aruban Parliamentary Year

2026-2027: A  formal  ceremony  where

Marlon  Sneek was  elected  President  and

the  Governor  outlined  the  "shared

prosperity" agenda.

Columbian  Civilian  Gun  Rights:

President  de  la  Espriella  deactivated the

general  suspension  of  gun  carry  permits,

citing the need for citizen self-defense.

Ecuador  Car  Bomb  Arrests: Two

members  of  the  "Los  Lobos" gang  were

captured in Guayaquil for a 2025 car bomb

attack at Mall del Sol.

U.S.-Canada  Trade  War: Canada’s  Mark

Carney justified retaliatory tariffs after U.S.

withdrawal from trade negotiations.

Ford-DOT Dispute: Ford Motor Company

rebutted a  letter  from  Secretary  Duffy

criticizing  its  battery  technology

partnership with Chinese firm CATL.

Glacial  Risks  in  Peru: Authorities  are

monitoring  Laguna  Paron and  the  Hatun

Rahu  glacier  for  desbordes,  despite  local

community access restrictions.

Ecuadorian  Deportations: Four

Venezuelan nationals were deported after a

viral  video  mocked  transit  reforms  and

delivery rules.
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Barranquilla  Heatwave: Thermal

sensations  reached  40  degrees  Celsius,

leading  to  health  warnings  for  outdoor

workers.

Medellín/Guatapé  Marathon: Aruba’s

Beyond Sports Limits athletes climbed 600

steps at El Peñol in Colombia, highlighting

inclusion.

False Medical Cirurgeons in Bogotá: A

couple  was  arrested for  performing  200

illegal  aesthetic  surgeries  using  fake

diplomas.

Paraguay  Counterfeit  Medicine  Raid:

Authorities  seized  large  quantities  of

falsified  weight-loss  drugs (tirzepatide)  in

Ciudad del Este.

Aruba HPV Vaccination Expansion: The

health  department  is  now  offering  HPV

vaccines to  boys in 6th grade for the first

time.

Pereira  Earthquake  Recovery: Local

commerce  in  Pereira  struggles  to  rebuild

four  weeks  after  a  major  quake,  facing

looting and 10 trillion pesos in damage.

Venezuela  "Techo"  Housing: The  NGO

Techo built  17 modular homes for families

in  Las  Medinas  affected  by  recent

earthquakes.

Indian  Youth  Activist: 20-year-old

Surendra  Singh  went  viral  for  cleaning

rivers (Agnar) in Madhya Pradesh, India, on

weekends.

Argentina  "Farmeo  de  Aura"

Controversy: A video of a teacher scolding

students for a social media trend ("farming

aura") went viral.

New Zealand Windows 10 Wallpaper: A

couple traveled to  Wharariki Beach to find

the real-life location of the iconic Windows

10 lock screen.

Prostate  Cancer  Awareness  Month:

Health  segments  highlighted  that  Black

men are 70% more likely to be diagnosed

with prostate cancer.

Suicide Prevention Month: Psychological

reports noted that  80% of  suicides in the

U.S.  are  men,  many  without  documented

health histories.

Aruba  Airport  Sustainability: A  brief

segment  mentioned  airport  initiatives as

part  of  the  island’s  40th  anniversary  of

Status Aparte.

Tony the QR Cat: A rescued cat in a local

restaurant  went  viral  for  wearing  a  QR

code for customers to scan their bills.

Epilepsy  Foundation  Aruba: A  segment

featuring  Jasmine  Weaver discussed

community  stories  and  education  for

families with epilepsy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
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understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.

T O D A Y ' S  M E D I A  T R E N D S  B Y  T H E  G D E LT  P R O J E C T

mailto:kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-media-trends-newsletter-briefings/
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/
https://archive.org/details/tv
https://archive.org/details/tv

