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, I' The 25th Anniversary of 9/11: Afghanistan’s Strategic
: Pivot from Grievance to Regional Integration (2026)

(4 TH
AN%VERJS ARY From Domestic Martyrdom Narratives to Transcontinental Connectivity & Technocratic State-Building

STRATEGIC SHIFT & PRAGMATIC ENGAGEMENT

DOMESTIC INFORMATION SPACE Shift to Technocratic State-Building & Regional Connectivity.

Visceral testimonies of Bagram Prison
OVESIE(T:E':GN abuse dominate airwaves. Moral liberator
INTERVENTION | VS- “animalistic” foreign brutality.

Potent tool for social cohesion.

TAPI GAS PIPELINE  WAKHAN CORRIDOR PRAGMATIC
($400M ANNUAL REVENUE)  ROAD (CHINA LINK) DIPLOMACY

mﬁﬁwﬂﬁflﬂﬂmﬁs" MALAYSIA)
U /"« Bagram Dehumanization MONUMENTS T0 g sl g 3
ypassing traditional dependencies, securing
EHCEISTIonEs ! “FOREIGN ATROCITIES" trade & investment despite non-recognition.

LEADERSHIP & REFORM
Professionalizing ranks
(Environment, Corporations),
Administrative Simplification (928
processes), “Government in the
Mirror of Media” accountability.

FOOD & WATER SECURITY
Integrated water management,
Aquifer recharge, Soybean
cultivation (Balkh) for import
substitution.

, 7 > DIPLOMACY & STATECRAFT
MECUGEERRESSURE R [23 TURKEY (Transport, Health, Transit)

REGIONAL FRICTION
Transactional relations with Iran & Pakistan; @ @ — INDIA (Trade Corridors, Cargo Flights)
seeking “three-way” diplomatic solution. @ TURKMENISTAN (Border Security for TAPI).

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES & GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING
TRENDS & THEMES GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING (WEST VS. EAST)
EVOLUTION OF MARTYRDOM NARRATIVES 'L @ THE HOSTILE WEST

Defeated Aggressor, “Terrifying" Prisons,

Shift to Passive Endurance of Torture as Jihad =
d b Hypocritical Human Rights Narrative.

(“Endurance as Jihad").

ECONOMIC BYPASSING OF PAKISTAN ==p == THE PRODUCTIVE EAST

Transit Diversification Strategy; reducing Pragmatic Partners (China, Iran, Turkey),

Pakistani leverage. Infrastructure & Trade, BRICS Inclusion
(Multipolar World).

STATE-BUILDING VIA “PURIFIED"

BUREAUCRACY INTERNAL DYNAMICS:

Ministry of Vice and Virtue as Judicial Mediator; Elite Infighting (Reshuffling, Decree No. 17),
Transparent, Simplified Processes. Economic Grievance (Inflation, Joblessness).

; LONG TERM (LAND-BRIDGE VISION)
SHORT TERM (SURGE) MEDIUM TERM (PROGRESS & TENSION) ' connectivity Projects (Wakhan, TAP, Iran Rail),
Anti-Western Rhetoric Surge, Bagram Survivor TAPI Construction Milestones, Urban Social Afghanistan as Central-South-Asia Land-Bridge,
Stories, Swiss Refugee Meeting. Unrest Signs (Water Levels). Western Re-engagement (Economic Necessity).

1-6Months i 1-5 Years

RISK ASSESSMENT

TOTAL EPLETION PAKI D! HUMAI CRISIS INFRASTRUCTURE AGRICULTURAL
(KABUL) CLOSURE (DEPORTATIONS) SABOTAGE YIELD LOSS
Trigger: Drought/Mismanagement.  Trigger: Tensions/Skirmishes.  Trigger: Iranian/Pakistani Politics. i i K. Trigger: Climate/Pests.
Mitigation: Integrated Water Mitigation: Wakhan Corridor, Mitigation: Tripartite Diplomacy, itigs : Dedi Mitigation: Drought-Resistant
Management, Deep-Well Ban. Iran-Chabahar Links. UN Programs. Proteclxon Units. Seeds (Soybean Focus).

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE SCENARIOS

THE BAGRAM “TRAP" STRATEGIC OVER-EXTENSION BLACK SWAN EVENT
9 Demoralization of youth, Cascade of failed megapm}'ects Major earthquake/flood severing
impoorating the montiolatos and megiasunper enerenent of or other trade links, major earthquake/

inriereses of waii melations. ortineerehout brovelisotments. more imnsisier's scenariics.

RECOMMENDATIONS: ivize Transit Bridge Vision, Decouple Aid from Recognition for Water Crisis.
Private Sector: Monlmr 1000MW Pro]ect Assess Wakhan Route, Note Soyhean Market Shift.
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THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11: A
STRATEGIC PIVOT FROM
GRIEVANCE NARRATIVES TO
REGIONAL INTEGRATION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 11, 2026, marks the 25th
anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, an event the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) has
utilized to saturate the domestic information
space with a narrative of triumph over foreign
intervention. The day's broadcasts are
dominated by visceral, long-form testimonies
regarding the
psychological torture allegedly suffered by
prisoners at the Bagram detention center
under U.S. and "Kabul administration" control
Bagram prison conditions. This serves as a
potent domestic tool for social cohesion,
framing the current government not just as a
political victor, but as a moral liberator that
rescued the nation from "animalistic" foreign
brutality.

dehumanization and

Simultaneously, the IEA is signaling a shift
toward technocratic state-building and
regional economic  connectivity. Major
emphasis was placed on transcontinental
infrastructure projects, specifically the

TAPI gas pipeline and the strategic Wakhan
corridor road intended to link Afghanistan
directly to China  Wakhan rridor
construction. These projects are framed as the
"lungs" of a future self-sufficient economy that
bypasses  traditional = dependencies on
Pakistan. Diplomatic efforts also surged, with
high-level meetings involving Turkish, Indian,
Bangladeshi, and Malaysian representatives,
strategy of pragmatic
engagement aimed at securing trade and
investment despite the lack of formal
international recognition.

signaling a

However, beneath the veneer of victory and

progress, critical vulnerabilities remain
apparent. Reports from international NGOs
and internal agencies highlight a looming
water crisis in Kabul that could see the
capital face total depletion by 2030 Kabul
water warning. Additionally, the ongoing
pressure on Afghan refugees in Iran and
Pakistan suggests that regional relations
remain transactional and fragile, with the IEA
seeking a "three-way" diplomatic solution to
prevent a domestic humanitarian shock from

mass forced returns.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The 9/11 Revisionist
Bagram Commemorations

Narrative and

* State media broadcast extensive interviews
with former Bagram detainees who detailed
systemic physical and psychological
abuse, including being assigned numbers
instead of names and confined to "cages"

soner del
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» Official rhetoric explicitly decoupled KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS
Afghanistan from the 9/11 attacks,

characterizing the  subsequent U.S. Leadership Dynamics & Governance
intervention as a "pretext" to attack Islamic

countries rather than a counter-terrorism * The IEA is actively professionalizing its
necessity 9/11 pretext claim. mid-level ranks, with recent appointments

in the environmental and corporate
sectors, including new deputies for the
National Environmental Protection Agency
and the State Corporations Authority
personnel appointments.

Strategic Infrastructure and Economic * Administrative reform is being prioritized
Connectivity through the "Government in the Mirror of
Media" program, where officials are
publicly held to account for service delivery

* The IEA leadership called for the physical
remains of the Bagram detention center to
be preserved as monuments to "foreign

atrocities" Bagram as a monument.

* The Wakhan Corridor road project, a

71km route costing 143 million AFN, is state-building narrative.

being fast-tracked to connect Afghanistan

to China, which the IEA views as a vital Food & Water Security

alternative to Pakistani transit routes

Wakhan road project. » The water crisis is now recognized as a

national security threat, with calls for

* Progress on the TAPI pipeline is bein
g PP g integrated water management and

touted as a transformative development .
. infrastructure to recharge underground
that could generate $400 million in annual

£ : '
transit revenue for the state TAPI revenue aquifers aquifer management
projection.  Agricultural development focused on Balkh

province showed an increase in soybean
cultivation, aimed at reducing import

dependency soybean production.

* The government announced the
simplification of 928 administrative
processes across 13 ministries, an effort to
reduce corruption and improve the
efficiency of the burgeoning state
bureaucracy bureaucracy simplification. * Engagement with Turkey remains a

cornerstone of IEA diplomacy, focusing on

transport, health, and transit Turkey-IEA

Diplomacy & Statecraft

Environmental and Humanitarian Crises

e The UK-based International Rescue relations.

Committee warned that Kabul could face * Strategic outreach to India focused on
catastrophic water shortages by 2030 specialized trade corridors for Afghan fruit
due to climate change, mismanagement, and nuts, including daily cargo flights India
and over-drilling water crisis warning. trade talks.

» High-level discussions are underway for a * Border diplomacy with Turkmenistan
tripartite meeting in Kabul involving focused on coordinating security along the
Iran and the UN to manage the status of frontier to facilitate the TAPI project
Afghan refugees and prevent mass forced Turkmenistan border meeting.

deportations refugee tripartite meeting.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Martyrdom Narratives
The day's focus on Bagram represents an
evolution in IEA propaganda. Previously, the
emphasis was on combat and
"martyrdom operations." Now, the narrative
has shifted to the passive endurance of
torture as a form of jihad. By highlighting the
suffering of elderly "Kochis" and religious
scholars in Bagram, the IEA is broadening its
base of "heroes" to include civilians who
resisted the previous administration
endurance as Jihad. This builds a foundational
myth of a "victim-victor" state that is resilient
against global superpowers.

active

Economic Bypassing of Pakistan There is a
clear strategic trend toward transit
diversification. The emphasis on the Wakhan
Corridor to China and the Iranian port of
Chabahar suggests a deliberate effort to
reduce Pakistan’s leverage over Afghan trade
transit diversification strategy. IEA officials
are framing trade with Iran and China as
more stable and reliable compared to the
frequent border closures and geopolitical
friction experienced with Islamabad.

State-Building via "Purified" Bureaucracy
The IEA is attempting to distance itself from
the corruption of the previous Republic by
emphasizing "simplified" and "transparent"
processes. The Ministry of Vice and Virtue is
being rebranded not just as a moral police,
but as a judicial mediator that settles land
disputes and familial conflicts, attempting to
provide a predictable, if harsh, legal
environment for the populace Vice and Virtue
mediation.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Consolidation

 While the public face remains unified, the
constant reshuffling of provincial and
sub-cabinet posts suggests an ongoing
effort by the Kandahar-based leadership to
ensure loyalty across the more restive
northern provinces reshuffling of officials.

e The implementation of Decree No. 17,
which targets "un-Islamic" tribal customs,
indicates an internal struggle to align
traditional Afghan tribal norms with the
IEA's centralized religious vision Decree 17
implementation.

Economic Grievance and Inflation

* Public sentiment remains mixed; while
there is relief over improved security, there
is vocal frustration regarding inflation
and the lack of jobs public price
complaints.

* The government is attempting to mitigate
this by publicizing "price control" lists in
Kabul and monitoring fuel and gas prices,
which have seen slight reductions due to

regional market shifts Kabul price controls.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Hostile West vs. The Productive East

* The "West" (USA, NATO) is consistently
framed as a hostile, hypocritical entity
that weaponizes "human rights" while
operating (¢xo (terrifying) prisons like
Bagram and Abu Ghraib critique of Western
human rights.
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* In contrast, China, Iran, and Turkey are
framed as pragmatic partners who
respect sovereignty and focus on "real"
infrastructure and trade regional

partnership narrative.

* The inclusion of Afghan interests in the
BRICS summit in India is portrayed as a
significant = breakthrough toward a
multipolar world where Afghanistan is no
longer isolated Pezeshkian at BRICS.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is characterized by
nascent industrialization and a desperate
search for foreign capital. The IEA is
aggressively courting regional investors,
particularly from Turkey and Bangladesh, to
fill the void left by Western aid withdrawal.
National indicators show a push for import
substitution in glassware, agriculture, and
energy production.

Key Economic Vectors

* TAPI Revenue Potential: Anticipated
$400 million annually in transit fees, plus
a portion of the gas for domestic

consumption TAPI economic impact.

* Energy Target: The Aziz Group-led
1000MW project (coal, solar, wind) is the
flagship energy self-sufficiency initiative
1000MW energy plan.

* Kabul Trade: Turkey-Afghanistan trade is
increasing, with the IEA pushing for a $10
billion trade volume with Iran in the long

term Iran trade target.

* Local Manufacturing: A new $250,000
cookware factory in Ghazni has created 40
jobs, illustrating the micro-scale
industrialization efforts across provinces

Ghazni factory.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments indicate a focus on
environmental management and state-owned
corporate oversight.

* Mullah Abdul Ghani Ahsan: Promoted
from Zabul's refugee director to the
Finance and Admin Deputy of the
Environmental Agency,
signaling a prioritization of the climate/

water crisis Ahsan appointment.

* Mullah Abdul Rahman Rahmani:
Appointed as the Trade and Investment
Deputy for State Corporations, tasking a

Protection

former mining official with
professionalizing state-owned enterprises

* Sheikh Nurul Haq Anwar: Maintaining a
high profile as the head of Administrative
Affairs, leading the bureaucratic
simplification program Anwar role.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The narrative of Bagram
prisoners dominated the airtime, providing an
emotional and ideological anchor for the day.
This was followed closely by technical reports
on the TAPI pipeline and the Wakhan Corridor
road. The editorial hierarchy clearly places
ideological grievance first, followed by
economic state-building.

Buried Stories: The severe warning about
Kabul's water crisis was briefly mentioned in
news bulletins but lacked the long-form
analysis given to Bagram. Similarly, reports of
Iranian missile production were treated as
distant "foreign news" with little analysis of
how regional escalations might impact
Afghanistan Iranian missiles.
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Emotional Tone: The broadcast shifts
sharply between righteous indignation
(regarding 9/11 and Bagram) and calm,
technocratic optimism (regarding
infrastructure and trade).

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The IEA broadcasts frame a world where
Western powers are fading, and regional
powers are rising.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a defeated
and brutal aggressor. Its legacy is
defined solely by torture and "cages." The
U.S. is framed as having no moral authority
to discuss human rights USA framing.

* Turkey: Characterized as a reliable and
brotherly partner. Turkey is depicted as a
bridge for Afghanistan to the international

community Turkey framing.

* China: Framed as the primary economic
engine for Afghanistan's modernization,
particularly in mining and transport China
framing.

e Iran: Depicted as an essential but complex
neighbor. The relationship is framed
through shared economic destiny
(Chabahar port) despite friction over

refugees Iran framing.

* Pakistan: Notably minimized or treated
with skepticism. The focus on Wakhan
and Iran suggests Pakistan is seen as an
unreliable  transit  partner  Pakistan
skepticism.

LEADERS

* Mullah Baradar: Framed as the
statesman-negotiator, handling high-
level diplomatic and economic files Baradar
role.

* Mullah Kabir: Portrayed as the protector
of the people, focusing on refugees and
Islamic solidarity Kabir role.

* Masoud Pezeshkian: Depicted as a
pragmatist seeking to integrate Iran (and
by extension, the region) into the BRICS

network Pezeshkian framing.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The IEA is conducting a sophisticated dual-
track information operation:

* Internal Consolidation: By airing the
Bagram  testimonies on the  25th
anniversary of 9/11, the IEA is reinforcing
the "Great Satan" narrative to ensure the
domestic population remains fearful of a
return to Western influence propaganda
strategy.

External Normalization: The IEA uses
"technocratic" news (administrative reform,
TAPI progress) to signal to foreign
investors that it is a stable, predictable
government that has successfully
transitioned from an insurgency to a state
state-building narrative.

Censorship by Omission: While
discussing "women's rights" in the context
of Islamic inheritance, the broadcasts
completely omit any mention of female
education or the systemic exclusion of
women from the workforce rights narrative
spin.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e The China Pivot: The completion of the
Wakhan Corridor road will likely lead to a
permanent security presence by China
in northeastern Afghanistan, further
alienating Western influence.

* Water-Driven Instability: Failure to
address the Kabul water crisis by 2028 will
likely lead to mass internal
displacement, creating a new "climate
refugee" crisis that the IEA is currently
unprepared to manage.

Regional De-escalation: The IEA will
likely continue to tolerate Iranian and
Indian interests to maintain a multi-polar
leverage against Pakistan’s  border
policies.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a surge in
anti-Western rhetoric through the month of
September, coupled with more "Bagram
survivor" stories to capitalize on the 9/11
anniversary. A  high-level meeting in
Switzerland regarding refugees will be a key
diplomatic test for the IEA's foreign ministry

Swiss meeting.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The focus will
shift to TAPI construction milestones. If
TAPI breaks ground in earnest, expect a
modest uptick in regional investment
confidence. However, if water levels in Kabul
continue to drop over the winter, the first
signs of urban social unrest could emerge.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The IEA is betting
on connectivity projects (Wakhan, TAPI,
Iran rail links) to formalize its international
status. If successful, Afghanistan could

become a land-bridge between Central and
South Asia, potentially forcing Western
powers to re-engage out of economic
necessity land-bridge vision.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Total Water Depletion in Kabul.
Triggers: Continued drought, lack of
infrastructure funding for aquifer recharge.
Likelihood: High by 2030. Impact: Extreme
urban destabilization and mass migration.
Mitigations: Immediate prioritization of
integrated water management and ban on
private deep-well drilling Kabul water risk.

* Risk: Pakistan Border Closure/
Economic Shock. Triggers: Tensions over
TTP or border skirmishes. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Rapid inflation of food
and fuel prices. Mitigations: Fast-tracking
Wakhan Corridor and Iran-Chabahar rail
links transit risk.

* Risk: Humanitarian Crisis from Mass
Deportations. Triggers: Hardening of
Iranian or Pakistani domestic politics.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Hundreds of
thousands of returnees overwhelming state
services. Mitigations: Tripartite diplomacy
and UN-monitored "voluntary" return

programs refugee shock.

* Risk: Infrastructure Sabotage. Triggers:
Resistance groups or IS-K targeting TAPI or
the Wakhan road. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Deterrence of foreign investment
and delays in Mitigations:
Dedicated "protection units" for energy and
transit corridors rder ri
coordination.

revenue.
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* Risk: Loss of Agricultural Yield.
Triggers: Climate-driven pests or extreme
temperature shifts in Balkh. Likelihood:
Low-Moderate. Impact: Failure of import-
substitution strategy. Mitigations:
Introduction of modified, drought-resistant

seeds (soybean focus) agricultural risk.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts mention "BRICS"
attendance by Iran, but there is no clear
indication of Afghanistan’s formal

standing or potential for observer status

within the bloc.

* The actual funding source for the 143
million AFN Wakhan road is unclear; it is
attributed to the "Ministry of Rural
Rehabilitation," but likely involves Chinese
backstop funding not explicitly mentioned.

* There is a total silence on the status of
secondary education for girls, which
remains the primary hurdle for
international recognition and unfreezing of
assets.

* While Bagram is detailed at length, the
current conditions of IEA-run prisons
are not discussed, leaving a gap in
understanding current human rights
compliance.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The Bagram "Trap": While the IEA uses
Bagram stories to build domestic legitimacy,
this focus could backfire by constantly
reminding the population of the U.S.
capability to intervene, potentially
demoralizing youth who prioritize future jobs
over historical grievances.

Strategic Over-Extension: The IEA is
committing to projects (TAPI,
Wakhan, 1000MW energy) simultaneously.
With limited technical expertise and no formal
international banking access, this could lead
to a cascade of failed megaprojects that
drains the national treasury and destroys
credibility with regional partners.

massive

Black Swan Event: A major earthquake or
flood in the Salang or Wakhan regions could
permanently sever the new trade links,
leaving the IEA economically trapped and
vulnerable to a renewed Pakistani monopoly
on trade.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Diplomats should prepare for a
transactional engagement model with
the IEA, focusing on water management
and regional security (TAPI) as common
ground.

* Regional states should incentivize the IEA's
"transit bridge" vision to discourage its
return to an isolationist or militant-
exporting posture.

* International aid should be decoupled
from political recognition specifically for
the Kabul water crisis to prevent a
humanitarian catastrophe.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy firms should monitor the 1000MW
project as a test case for IEA contract
reliability and security provision for foreign

technicians energy investment.
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* The logistics sector should begin assessing
the Wakhan route as a viable alternative
for China-to-Europe transit, bypassing
volatile maritime routes Wakhan transit.

* Investors in regional agriculture should
note the shift to soybean cultivation in
northern Afghanistan, potentially creating
new market dynamics in the Central Asian

grain trade soybean market.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on codifying
religious social norms and modernizing state
corporate law.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

c Decree No. 17: A policy aimed at
eliminating "burdensome" tribal
marriage customs and ensuring
inheritance follows Sharia rather than
local custom Decree 17.

o Administrative Simplification Act: A
series of executive orders mandating the
reduction of paperwork in 13 ministries
to combat "petty corruption”
administrative reform.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Government in the Mirror of Media:
A public accountability forum where the
Ministry of Refugees and Administrative
Affairs presented five-year progress

reports accountability forum.

KEY STORIES

* Bagram Survivors' Testimony: Detailed
accounts of psychological and physical
abuse in U.S.-run prisons, used as the
primary narrative for the 9/11 anniversary

story summary.

Turkey-Afghanistan Economic Summit:
Mullah Baradar met with the Turkish
Ambassador to expand cooperation in
health and transport story summary.

Wakhan Corridor Breakthrough:
Construction progress on the 71km road
connecting Badakhshan to the Chinese

border story summary.
Kabul Water Depletion Warning: NGO
report warning that Kabul faces water

exhaustion by 2030 story summary.

TAPI Pipeline Security: Border security
meetings with Turkmenistan to facilitate

the pipeline route story summary.

Refugee Tripartite Talks: Planning for
high-level meetings between IEA, Iran, and
the UN to address the refugee crisis story
summary.

India-Afghanistan Fruit Trade: Efforts to
establish dedicated air-cargo flights and
easier visa access for Afghan fruit traders
to India story summary.

Kazakhstan Diplomacy: The Governor of
Herat met the Kazakh Ambassador to
discuss expanding the Torghundi border
port story summary.

Pezeshkian at BRICS: The Iranian
President’s arrival in Delhi for a summit
focused on Ukraine and global economic

challenges story summary.

Bangladesh Scholar Mission: A
delegation of scholars and investors from
Bangladesh visited Kabul to discuss

industrial opportunities story summary.

Ghor Mosque Construction: Completion
of a new mosque in Ghor costing 600,000
AFN, funded by civil servants story

summary.
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* Mazar-e-Sharif Road Repair: Completion
of a 65km road renovation in Balkh
province costing 159 million AFN story
summary.

* Decree 17 Public Awareness: Grand
assemblies in Paktia province to enforce
religious decrees against un-Islamic social
customs story summary.

* Houthi Expansion: Reports of Houthi
forces seizing port cities in the Red Sea and
moving toward Bab al-Mandab story
summary.

e Iranian Production: usS

intelligence reports claiming Iran has
restarted underground ballistic missile
production story summary.

* Balkh Soybean Expansion: Major
increase in soybean acreage to bolster

national food security story summary.

* Administrative Simplification: The
streamlining of 928 government processes
to reduce corruption story summary.

Missile

Kapisa/Panjshir Prisons: Reports of
vocational training and religious education
programs for inmates in northern provinces
story summary.

* Malaysia-IEA Engagement: The Afghan

ambassador in Malaysia met with

parliamentarians to discuss the IEA's
foreign policy story summary.

* 4G Network Expansion: Launch of a new
$120,000 4G site in Kapisa to cover 20,000
families story summary.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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