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T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

REGIONAL POWER SHIFTS & MARITIME CHOKEPOINTS:

Iran Navigates Post-Succession Conflict in a Volatile World.
(Sept 14, 2026 - Day-at-a-Glance)

STRAIT OF HORMUZ: Soae BAB AL-MANDAB & RED SEA:
“FORBIDDEN ZONE” ; HOUTHI SEIZURE
& IRANIAN BLOCKADE

GLOBAL OIL
PRICES SURGE

Algaya Destroyed, MQ-1 Downed. | Yemeni Ansar Allah Control.
g'In);elligent %ontrol’ by IRGC. PER BARREL Port of al-Mukha Seized.
(G0recasto 1505) Saudi Pipeline Sabotaged
Alternative Routes Falter. & Inoperative.
Western Economic Pressure Intensifies.

NEW LEADERSHIP & “ALAJ” SYSTEM
MARTYR CULTURE & DIGITAL CONTROL

o¥°\T/’_/°

A{?
LI

Successor to the ‘Martyred’ Leader. | Surveillance Portal for ‘Digital Traitors'.
Ali Larijani Role in Transition. 240 Asset Seizures.
*Vafa-ye Melli’ (National Accord). Asset Auctions.

WARTIME ECONOMY
& Al SOVEREIGNTY

Domestic Rationing & Subsidies.
National Al Law Passed for
‘Technological Sovereignty'.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING & STRATEGIC OUTLOOK

POST-AMERICAN ORDER & NEW ALLIANCES RISKS, FORECASTS & FUTURE SCENARIOS

PROLONGED CHOKEPOINT DEADLOCK:
Hormuz-Suez Siege shifts to West.
- Potential U.S. Withdrawal Pressure.

» NUCLEAR DOCTRINE SHIFT RISK:

) High-level Rhetoric on Exiting NPT.
Existential Threat.

gitan ERRICS Agnnent SHIFT IN GLOBAL LOGISTICS:

+ Oman Summit Postponed.
+ U.S. Hegemony Challenged.
» UK Fractures (Scotland/Wales Indep. Decl.).

‘Middle Corridor’ (China-Iran-Europe)
Prioritized. Iran as Regional Al Hub.

THE NEW REALITY: Weaponization of Geography, Wartime Consolidation,
and the Rise of a ‘Resistant Sovereign’ Order.
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REGIONAL POWER SHIFTS AND
MARITIME CHOKEPOINTS SOLIDIFY
AS IRAN NAVIGATES POST-
SUCCESSION CONFLICT AND
GLOBAL ENERGY VOLATILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 14, 2026, marks a pivotal moment
in the ongoing "Third Imposed War"
characterized by a strategic pincer movement
against global energy corridors. Iran has
formalized its intelligent blockade of the
Strait of Hormuz, punctuated by the
destruction of the supertanker Algaya via
naval mines. Simultaneously, Yemeni Ansar
Allah forces have achieved a historic
breakthrough by seizing control of the Bab al-
Mandab strait and the strategic heights of
Kahbub. This dual control over the world's
most vital maritime chokepoints has sent oil
prices surging past $108 per barrel, with
analysts forecasting a rapid climb toward
$150 as alternative Saudi pipelines remain
inoperative due to Yemeni drone strikes.

Domestically, the Iranian state is
consolidating power under the new leadership
of Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei
following the "martyrdom" of his predecessor.

The administration is pivoting toward a
wartime economy, prioritizing domestic
stability through increased "commodity leaf"
(Kala Barg) subsidies and the launch of the
"Alaj" system to track and punish dissidents
abroad. While the U.S. attempts to regain the
narrative through highly dramatized media
accounts of pilot rescues, Iranian officials
characterize Western diplomacy as a "trap"
and are increasingly looking toward BRICS
and regional neighbors like Oman to establish
a "Post-American" security architecture.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Maritime Blockade and Kinetic Escalation

* The IRGC Navy officially declared the Strait
of Hormuz a "forbidden zone," resulting in
the explosion of the supertanker Algaya
(IMO 9325336) after it ignored warnings
and struck naval mines.

e IRGC Aerospace forces downed a U.S.
MQ-1 drone over the Strait of Hormuz
using indigenous advanced air defense
systems.

* Yemeni forces completed the seizure of the
Port of al-Mukha and strategic islands,
effectively controlling the entrance to the
Red Sea.

Global Energy Crisis and Infrastructure
Sabotage

* New satellite imagery confirms the
destruction of key pumping stations along
Saudi Arabia’s 1,200km East-West pipeline,
eliminating the primary alternative to the
Hormuz route.

* Brent crude reached $108.55, with
expectations of reaching $120 if the Oman
diplomatic track remains stalled.
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e U.S. diesel prices reached a record $10 per
gallon in California, intensifying domestic
pressure on the Trump administration.

Internal Consolidation and the "Alaj"
System

* The Iranian judiciary seized the assets of
240 "traitors" including journalists and
activists living abroad, under a new law
punishing cooperation with "hostile states."

* The "Alaj" information portal was launched
to crowdsource the identification and
punishment of anti-regime figures globally.

* A significant national Al Law was passed,
aiming to propel Iran into the top 10
nations for artificial intelligence to secure
"technological sovereignty."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* The concept of the "Ramadan War" or
"Third Imposed War" is now a permanent
fixture of state governance, with 197
consecutive nights of public mobilization
reported.

e Establishment of 1,000 "National
Resistance Battalions" (Janfada) for civilian

military training and rescue operations.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* A high-stakes regional summit in Oman was
n i Arabia's 1 ,
revealing deep fractures within the Gulf
Cooperation Council regarding the "Iranian
arrangement" for the Strait.

* President Pezeshkian utilized the BRICS
summit to advocate for a multipolar trade
system to bypass U.S. "unilateralism."

Leadership Dynamics

* Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei is
portrayed as the seamless successor, with

Ali Larijani playing a critical role in the
initial transition period following the
previous Leader's death.

* The government is emphasizing "vafa-ye
melli" (national accord) while
simultaneously intensifying its rhetori

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Geography

The defining trend of the period is the
coordinated closure of maritime arteries.
Iran’s blockade of Hormuz is no longer a
rhetorical threat but a Kkinetic reality,
evidenced by the supertanker explosion. This
is complemented by Yemen's "blockade for
blockade" strategy in the Red Sea. The
strategic narrative shifted from "securing the
Gulf" to "controlling the flow," forcing the U.S.
to choose between total war or economic
collapse. The failure of the Saudi East-West
pipeline to mitigate this pressure indicates a
major failure in Western strategic depth
planning.

Transition to a Wartime "Resistance
Economy"

The state is actively managing a transition to
a "wartime economy." This involves moving
beyond mere sanction-busting to the
implementation of domestic rationing systems
(Kala Barg) and "Golden Investment" schemes
for retirees to hedge against inflation. The
framing emphasizes that while "the table may

get smaller," national dignity is not for sale.

Governance is becoming more centralized,
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with "Free Zones" being converted into
"engines of investment and production" under

wartime executive authority.

Technological Nationalism and Al

Sovereignty

There is an urgent drive toward tech
sovereignty. The passing of the National AI
Development ILaw is framed as a matter of
civilizational survival, comparable to the
industrial revolution. The narrative warns that
failing to master the "deep layers" of Al will
lead to a new form of digital colonization. This
is reflected in the promotion of indigenous
industrial achievements, such as earthquake-

resistant water  pipes and advanced
petrochemical catalysts.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: The nation appears highly polarized but
the state is effectively using the external
conflict to enforce internal cohesion. The
"Vagt-e Iran" (Iran Time) rallies serve as a
social barometer, with the state claiming 31
million people have registered for "Janfada"
(Soul Devoted) status. However, the
introduction of the Alaj system and the mass
seizure of assets suggest a deep underlying
anxiety about "digital traitors" and foreign-led
subversion. The transition to Mujtaba
Khamenei is being managed through a "cult of
the martyr," framing the current struggle as a
direct continuation of the Leader's mission.

Syria: Significant instability is emerging
within the "Jolani regime." For the second day,
large-scale protests in Idlib, Deir ez-Zor, and
Aleppo targeted Mohammad al-Jolani, with
protesters trampling his image. The unrest is
driven by a fuel crisis and the regime's failure
to deliver on economic promises made after

the fall of Bashar al-Assad in 2024. The state
media portrays Syria as a "Swiss-style"
cautionary tale of Western-backed regime
change failing to provide basic human

security.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is framed as a fracturing
system where U.S. hegemony is in its terminal
phase. Iran is positioning itself as the leader
of a "Post-American Order" in the Middle
East. The postponement of the Oman summit
is interpreted not as an Iranian failure, but as
a Saudi-U.S. desperate attempt to prevent the
formalization of "Iranian arrangements" in the
Gulf. Iran 1is weaponizing its maritime
dominance to force a global recognition of its

r i h. The state is also highlighting
fissures in the West, such as the independence
declarations by Scotland, Wales, and Northern
Ireland, to argue that the "liberal order" is
collapsing from within.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by extreme
volatility in commodities and a rapid shift
toward alternative financial architectures.
Iran is leveraging its BRICS membership to
propose an ‘'energy exchange ring" and
"integrated electricity grid" across Central
Asia and the Gulf to neutralize U.S. banking
sanctions.

Key Economic Vectors:

e Petroleum: Brent crude at $108.55; West
Texas Intermediate (WTI) rose $3.28 to
over $103. Global supply is projected to

drop by 5.7 million barrels per day in 2026.
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* Aviation: Latvia's largest airline (AirBaltic)
filed for bankruptcy in New York, citing fuel
costs and regional conflict.

* Currency & Finance: Launch of the first

fixed-income foreign currency fund in Iran

to capture billions of "mattress dollars" for
industrial investment.

* Inflation: U.S. diesel reached $6.20/gallon,
a 69% increase since the conflict began;
San Diego reported prices as high as $10.

e Trade Value: Iran-BRICS trade reached
$60 billion, with $23 billion in exports and
$37 billion in imports.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's reports confirm a settled succession
and a tightening of the inner circle around the
new leadership.

* Ayatollah Sayyid Mujtaba Khamenei:
Portrayed as the definitive decision-maker
("the one who takes the final decision"). His
leadership is being validated through
"martyr culture" and direct lineage.

* Ali Larijani: Identified as a key
transitional figure who coordinated the
Council of Leadership immediately
following the previous Leader's death on
"February 28."

* Sadeq Saiedinia: Activist and "January
Coup" supporter sentenced to 12 years and
6 _months imprisonment and total asset
confiscation.

* Mohammad al-Jolani: Facing a severe
crisis of legitimacy in Syria; state media
characterizes his rule as collapsing due to
economic ineptitude.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial strategy focuses on
Martial Pride and Strategic Victimhood.
The lead stories celebrate maritime victories
(Algaya, MQ-1) and the Yemeni advance, while
secondary stories focus on the "massacre of

lgirls in Minab" by U.S./Israeli missiles
to maintain moral outrage. There is a
concerted effort to "deconstruct" U.S.
narratives, specifically the CBS 60 Minutes
interview with an F-15 pilot, which is analyzed
with skepticism and dismissed as a
"Hollywood script" to hide a "howling defeat."
Buried are any discussions of Iranian
casualties or the specific nature of the
previous Leader's death. The tone is
nationalistic, resilient, and aggressively anti-
American.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world being reorganized
into "Resistant Sovereigns" and "Imperial
Proxies." The U.S. is consistently framed as an
"arrogant" but failing power that ‘"only
understands the language of force."

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States (President Trump):
Framed as chaotic, inept, and "pitiful"
("beechareh"). He is accused of abandoning
children for war budgets and "selling
fantasies" about pilot rescues. "Trump is
playing a dangerous game."

* Israel (Netanyahu): Portrayed as a "real
terrorist" and a "bloodthirsty" manipulator
who led Trump into a trap. "They kill a
family for the sake of one person."
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* Oman: Framed as a "wise neighbor" but
one under intense U.S. pressure. Iran seeks
to empower Oman to "break the taboo" of
American security arrangements.

* Digital Surveillance: The launch of the

Alaj system represents a "digital offensive"
against the "digital immunity" of Iranians
abroad, signaling that virtual activism now
carries real-world legal con n

Saudi Arabia: Framed as "alone" and
"vulnerable." Their dependence on the U.S.

is called a "paper deterrent" that failed in

the first real test against Yemen.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Russia & China: Framed as "friends and
neighbors" who provide a strategic
alternative to the West, though Iran insists
its resistance is purely "people-powered"
rather than dependent on their tech.

* The Hormuz-Suez Deadlock: If Yemen
maintains control over Bab al-Mandab
while Iran blocks Hormuz, the "siege" will
likely shift to Europe and the U.S. within
4-8  weeks, potentially forcing an
unconditional U.S.  withdrawal from
regional bases to lower gas prices before
mid-term elections.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Ansar Allah (Houthis): Framed as
"brilliant strategists" and "heroes" who
have outmaneuvered the Saudi-U.S.
coalition. "The Yemeni dagger has shaken
. ional g

* IRGC (Sepah): The "unshakeable pillar" of
national defense, credited with "intelligent
control" of the seas and "shattering the
myth" of U.S. stealth tech (F-35 radar-
breaking).

* Internal "Purge" via Alaj: The Alaj
system will likely lead to a series of show
trials and asset auctions within 6 months,
intended to fund the wartime budget and
decapitate the "diaspora leadership."

* Al as a Defense Priority: Following the
new law, expects a massive reallocation of
"Petro-Yuan" toward GPU and data center
infrastructure, potentially facilitated by
covert transfers from BRICS partners.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

* Narrative Seeding: The state is
aggressively seeding the term "Third
Imposed War" to link current events to the
1980s Iran-Iraq war, framing current
hardships as heroic necessities.

* Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a major
"blood-revenge" rally in Tehran (projected
313,000 participants). Kinetic maritime
incidents will likely increase as the U.S.
attempts to "test" the minefields in the

* Deconstruction of "The Miracle Pilot": Strait of Hormuz.

A significant portion of airtime was
dedicated to mocking a CBS 60 Minutes
report on a U.S. pilot's escape. Analysts
used physical calculations to argue the
pilot’s story of surviving a 160 km/h impact
is "fictional" and intended to soothe a
"panicked American public."
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* Medium Term (1-6 Months): Saudi
Arabia may seek a separate peace with
Yemen and Iran to restart oil exports,
effectively abandoning the U.S.-Israeli axis.
The "wartime economy" will likely see the
"Golden Bonds" linked to
physical gold reserves.

issuance of

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift
in global logistics as the "Middle Corridor"
(China-Iran-Europe) is prioritized
maritime routes. Iran may emerge as a
regional Al hub, using its energy surplus to
power massive data arrays for the BRICS
bloc.

over

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Nuclear Doctrine Shift: High-level
rhetoric regarding "changing the nuclear
doctrine" and exiting the NPT suggests Iran
may be preparing for a public breakout to
achieve "Final Deterrence." Triggers: A
direct strike on the Leadership or further
IAEA ‘"politicization." Likelihood: High.
Impact: Existential. Mitigations:
Unconditional lifting of the naval blockade.

Systemic Global Inflationary Collapse:
Sustained $120+ oil will trigger global
bank failures and mass social unrest in the
West. Triggers: Final failure of the Saudi
East-West pipeline repairs. Likelihood:
Moderate-High. Impact: Global.
Mitigations: Diplomatic recognition of the
"Iranian Arrangement" in the Gulf.

Syrian Spillover: The collapse of the Jolani
government could create a new power
vacuum, drawing Turkey and Israel into a
direct ground war. Triggers: Total failure of
Syrian (grain/fuel subsidies. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Regional. Mitigations:
Immediate Turkish-Iranian coordination in
Damascus.

Cyber-Physical Infrastructure Attacks:
U.S. retaliation for the MQ-1 shootdown
will likely focus on Iranian power and water
grids. Triggers: Use of the new AI law for
military  targeting. Likelihood: High.
Impact: High (Domestic). Mitigations:
Indigenous "Intelligent Grid" hardening.

Internal Succession Instability: While
the Mujtaba transition appears smooth, the
Alaj system indicates high paranoia.
Triggers: Assassination of a top-tier general
or cabinet member. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Stability. Mitigations:
Broadening the "Vafag-e Melli" (National
Accord).

Regime

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The specific cause of the previous Leader's
"martyrdom" is missing; was it a direct
strike or internal failure?

The actual readiness of the "Golden
Investment" scheme for retirees is unclear;
it may be rhetorical to prevent strikes.

The number of Iranian casualties from the
February 28 strikes is only given in symbols

(Minab/Lamerd), missing the broader
national military toll.

The exact level of ‘“instantaneous
intelligence support" from Russia and

China is denied by officials but remains a
critical missing variable for assessing IRGC
defense capabilities.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Oman Trap": While yleS (Kayhan)
warns Oman is a U.S. proxy, the
postponement may actually be an Iranian
stalling tactic to allow oil prices to peak
right before the U.S. mid-terms, maximizing
political leverage.

Artificial Succession: The focus on Ali
Larijani's "dream" and his role in the
transition may suggest a carefully managed
facade for a more fractured leadership
council than the public is shown.

* Black Swan: A major earthquake during

the conflict. Iran is touting "seismic-
resistant pipes," but a natural disaster
would test if the "wartime economy" can
handle a dual-front crisis.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Prepare for the shift in maritime
warfare from "stealth" to "saturation"
minefields and low-cost suicide drones.

* Economic: Formalize the "Energy Ring"
within BRICS immediately to hedge against
a potential U.S. "total blockade" of Iranian
central banking.

* Diplomatic: Use the UK’'s internal
fracturing (Scotland/Wales) as a diplomatic
tool to weaken European support for U.S.
sanctions.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Divest from maritime
transit reliant on the Gulf; transition to the

via Iran/Kazakhstan.

* Regulatory: Compliance with the National
Al Law is now mandatory for any tech firm
operating in  the "Digital
Sovereignty" is the new baseline.

region;

* Safety: Iranian industrial firms should
prioritize the new earthquake-resistant
tech as the state moves toward mandating

these standards for all wartime
reconstruction.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity has shifted toward

wartime urgency, focusing on technological
autarky, administrative oversight, and
punitive measures against domestic
opposition.

 BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o National AI Development Law:
Mandates the centralization of Al

governance and targets a top-10 global

ranking to secure strategic
independence.

o Administrative Integration Act:
Requires all "contract workers" to be
registered in a unifi vernmen
system by October to control payroll and
internal security.

o Public Transit Mandate: A new decree
requiring government officials to use

public transport one day a week to

conserve fuel and signal solidarity.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Retiree Summit: Pezeshkian promised
increased subsidies and medical support
to prevent social unrest among the
elderly.

o Judiciary Press Briefing: Confirmed
the seizure of assets of "virtual traitors"
and the operational status of the Alaj
portal.
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KEY STORIES

* Hormuz Blockade and Supertanker
Explosion: A supertanker, the Algaya, was
destroyed by IRGC naval mines in a
"forbidden zone" of the Strait of Hormuz.
The IRGC warns the passage remains
"blocked and under intelligent control."

* Yemeni Strategic Breakthrough: Ansar
Allah forces have seized the Port of al-
Mukha and Bab al-Mandab, -effectively
closing the Red Sea to "hostile" (Saudi/U.S.)
shipping.

* Shootdown of U.S. MQ-1 Drone: IRGC
Aerospace forces used a "modern air
defense system" to intercept and destroy a
high-altitude U.S. drone over the Gulf.

The Alaj System Launch: A new state-run
portal for identifying "digital traitors" living
abroad, leading to 240 asset seizures and a
12-year sentence for a domestic café owner.

* Succession and Larijani’s Role: Detailed
accounts of the smooth transition to
Mujtaba  Khamenei, highlighting Ali
Larijani’s role in convening the leadership
council on "February 28."

* Oman Summit Postponement: A regional
ministerial meeting on maritime security
was delayed at Saudi request, following
drone attacks on the Kingdom’s East-West
oil pipeline.

National AI Law Passed: Parliament has
codified the drive for AI sovereignty,
viewing it as a critical component of the
"Third Imposed War."

* Wartime Retiree Support: President
Pezeshkian met with 5.3 million retirees,
promising to ! !
(subsidies) and launch a gold-purchase
system to preserve their savings.

* Syrian Anti-Jolani Protests: Widespread
unrest in Idlib and Aleppo against the post-
Assad government, driven by fuel shortages
and corruption.

* United Kingdom Fracturing: Leaders of
Scotland, Wales, and Northern Ireland
issued a historic joint declaration for
independence, which Iranian media
presents as the "dissolution of Britain."

* Indigenous Infrastructure
Advancements: Iran has begun producing
earthquake-resistant water pipes (up to 8
Richter) and advanced catalysts to maintain
production during the war.

Retaliatory Assassinations: A Sunni
cleric in Zahedan who preached unity was
assassinated by "terrorist agents" shortly
after condemning regional attacks.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
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and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

rchive.or ils/tv.
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