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BALKAN INSTITUTIONAL DECAY
AND INFORMATION WARFARE AMID

GLOBAL POPULIST RESURGENCE

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The  news  cycle  of  September  14,  2026,

depicts  a  Balkan  region  increasingly

destabilized  by  institutional  failure,  ethnic

polarization,  and  sophisticated  information

warfare. In Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), the

lead-up to the October 4 general elections has

triggered  a  crisis  over  the  ethnic

privatization  of  state  mandates,  as  civil

society groups challenge the Central Election

Commission's (CIK) use of ethnic prefixes on

ballots. This domestic friction is exacerbated

by  a  total  breakdown  in  educational

coordination,  evidenced  by  BiH’s  exclusion

from  the  PISA  international  student

assessment—a failure attributed to political

blocking  by  Republika  Srpska  (RS)  leaders

who  reject  state-level  educational  authority.

This lack of data-driven governance signals a

deepening structural rot that threatens long-

term human capital development.

Concurrently, Serbia is grappling with a dual-

front  crisis:  domestic  unrest  led  by  a

resurgent  student  movement and

international  condemnation  following  the

Belgrade  burial  of  convicted  war  criminal

Ratka  Mladić.  The  Serbian  government  is

accused  of  logistical  sabotage  against

opposition  groups  while  simultaneously

weaponizing the judiciary to dismiss claims of

state-sanctioned  psychological  operations

involving acoustic  weaponry during previous

protests.  These  developments,  paired  with

right-wing gains in Sweden and a "neofeudal"

shift  in  Western  geopolitics  described  by

cultural  theorists,  suggest a broader erosion

of  liberal  democratic  norms  in  favor  of

managed  illiberalism  and  ethno-nationalist

narratives.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The  Balkan  Election  Crisis  and

Ethnic Labeling

The "Circle 99" group has condemned the

CIK's  decision  to  label  presidential

candidates  by  ethnic  prefixes  (e.g.,

"Bosniak  member")  as  a  silent

administrative  coup against  the

constitutional order.

The Central Election Commission maintains

that  this  terminology  is  derived  from the

Election  Law  and  Constitution,  though

critics argue it enforces ethnic privatization

over civic representation.

Candidates  in  the  RS,  such  as  Draško

Stanivuković,  are  increasingly  using

"Serbian unity" slogans to mask a lack of

concrete  economic  results,  leading  to

accusations of "political mimicry."
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Serbia’s  Information  Warfare  and

Protest Suppression

The Belgrade Prosecutor's Office released a

200-page  report  dismissing  the  use  of  a

"sound cannon" (acoustic weapon) against

protesters  on  March  15,  2025,  claiming

public  panic  was  caused  by  a  "montage"

and student retreat protocols.

The  "Student  Movement"  in  Serbia

reported  logistical  sabotage during  the

collection of election signatures, citing the

sudden  unavailability  of  public  notaries

compared  to  the  ruling  party's  rapid

processing.

The European Parliament has scheduled a

debate on the glorification of war crimes in

Serbia following the state-attended funeral

of Ratko Mladić.

BiH Educational Collapse

BiH has been excluded from the PISA 2025

testing cycle,  leaving the  country  without

measurable  data on  student  performance

since 2018.

Educational experts warn that students in

BiH  are  already  three  years  behind their

European peers in functional literacy.

The failure to participate is attributed to RS

political  leadership's  refusal  to  coordinate

at the state level, viewing such testing as a

violation of entity-level competency.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed  Conflict  &  Militarization:

Discussion  surrounding  the  Ukraine  conflict

has  shifted  toward  the  exhaustion  of

Ukrainian  manpower and  the  perceived

"neofeudal"  hierarchy  of  Western  support,

where  major  decisions  are  made  by  a

"coalition  of  the  willing"  rather  than

democratic consensus among all stakeholders.

Meanwhile,  Donald  Trump  has  reportedly

pressured President Zelensky to halt attacks

on Russian refineries to prevent global fuel

price spikes that harm Western interests.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Sweden's 2026

election  results  show a  right-wing bloc  in

the lead, though the race remains extremely

tight,  signaling  a  potential  shift  in  one  of

Europe’s  most  stable  social  democracies

toward  more  restrictive  migration  and

security policies.  In  Zagreb,  parents  are

protesting  rising  violence  in  schools,  with

some  calling  for  armed  guards—a  radical

departure from regional norms.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: BiH is attempting

to diversify its economic partnerships beyond

the  EU,  hosting  the  Sarajevo  Business

Dialogue with  Malaysia  to  explore

metalworking,  wood,  and  IT  sector  trade

opportunities.  This  pivot  comes  as  foreign

direct  investment  (FDI)  from  traditional

Western partners shows significant decline.

Tech  Sovereignty  &  AI: Ethical  concerns

regarding AI are moving from abstract risks

to  resource  dilemmas,  as  data  centers  in

India and elsewhere consume billions of liters

of water  for cooling. In the private sector, AI

is  being  deployed  for  anonymous  age

verification in  social  media  to  comply  with

new  laws,  while  also  being  integrated  into

heavy  logistics  via  automated  truck  load

monitoring.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The  Fragmentation  of  the  "Western

Subject" The current political era is defined

by the transformation of  "Trumpism" from a
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political style into a deep transformation of

the Western subject. Analysis suggests that

current  Western  elites  are  operating  in  a

"post-sovereign"  and  "neofeudal" manner,

where  decisions  on  existential  threats  like

nuclear  escalation  are  made  by  unselected

cliques  rather  than  through  transparent

democratic  institutions.  This  has  led  to  a

"cultural insecurity" that fuels the rise of the

radical right across Europe, including groups

like the AfD in Germany, which capitalize on

the  perceived lack of alternatives within the

neoliberal status quo.

The  Weaponization  of  History In  the

Balkans,  historical  narratives  are  being

actively  weaponized  to  mobilize  voters.  The

funeral of Ratko Mladić serves not just as a

domestic  event  but  as  a  calculated

provocation that  forces  the  international

community into a reactive posture  regarding

regional stability. Domestic politicians utilize

these  "zombie  narratives"  of  the  1990s  to

distract  from  the  reality  that  they  have  no

sovereignty  over  their  own  economic

fates,  operating  instead  under  a  "Pax

Americana"  that  dictates  the  boundaries  of

peace.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional  Decay  in  BiH: The  state  is

facing a loss of mandate in core functions. The

exclusion from PISA testing is the most visible

sign,  but  the  pension  fund  scandal in

Čapljina,  where  a  postman  allegedly  fled  to

Thailand  with  pensioner  funds,  highlights  a

systemic lack of  oversight.  Furthermore, the

firefighter protests in the Federation of BiH

(FBiH)  reveal  a  labor  force  pushed  to  the

brink  by  inadequate  retirement  laws and

equipment shortages,  threatening the state's

capacity to manage seasonal wildfire crises.

Elite Infighting in Serbia: The ruling SNS

party  is  engaged  in  a  sophisticated

information war with its own youth. By using

the  judiciary  to  label  civilian  accounts  of

acoustic  weapon  use  as  "psy-ops"

orchestrated  by  analysts,  the  state  is

attempting  to  delegitimize  the  "Student

Movement." The movement itself claims that

the state uses notary bottlenecks as a form

of  soft censorship to prevent opposition lists

from qualifying for the ballot.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

The  European  Shift: Sweden’s  election

indicates  that  even  traditional  liberal

bulwarks  are  succumbing  to  "existential

panic"  over  cultural  identity.  The  Social

Democrats have lost significant ground, with a

potential new government likely to adopt the

"Swedish  Democrats'"  hardline  stance  on

crime and immigration. This mirrors the  rise

of the AfD in Germany, which is now viewed

as a response to the "emptying" of democracy.

U.S.  Influence  and  "Pax  Americana":

Despite  talks  of  a  "multipolar  world,"  the

transcripts  suggest  that  regional  actors  still

view the U.S. as the final arbiter of Balkan

peace. However, Donald Trump's "pragmatic"

approach  to  geopolitics—judging  allies  by

their "cards" (leverage) rather than values—is

creating anxiety  among leaders who rely  on

the  traditional  liberal  world  order.  This  is

particularly evident in Trump's recent calls to

protect Russian diesel exports to stabilize the

U.S.  economy,  even  at  the  expense  of

Ukrainian military strategy.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

BiH  is  experiencing  an  economic  slowdown

characterized by a significant drop in foreign
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direct  investment,  particularly  in  the

production sector.  While  the financial  sector

(foreign-owned banks) reported  profits of 1

billion BAM, much of this was not reinvested

locally. Instead, capital is flowing out, and the

trade  deficit  remains  high.  The  FBiH

government is facing accusations of kamatar

(usury)  loans taken  on  the  London  Stock

Exchange to  cover social payments, signaling

a brewing fiscal crisis.

Key Economic Vectors

FDI  Decline: Investment  in  2026  is

hundreds  of  millions  lower  than  in  2025,

with a failure to attract production capital.

Commodity Prices: Global crude oil prices

have  surged  above  $108  per  barrel

following attacks in the Strait of Hormuz.

Trade Diversification: Malaysian exports

to BiH  increased by over 60% in the first

half of 2026, though from a low baseline.

Resource  Conflict: Proposed  lithium

mining on Majevica is becoming a primary

political flashpoint in the RS, pitting tajkun

(tycoon)  interests  against  environmental

activists.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Internal  factional  battles  are  surfacing

through  strategic  appointments  and  forced

resignations across the Balkans,  reflecting a

consolidation  of  power  by  entrenched  elites

ahead of major elections.

Draško Stanivuković: Characterized as a

"political  chameleon,"  his  "Safe  Srpska"

slogan is analyzed as an attempt to position

himself  as  indispensable  to  both  the

ruling SNSD and opposition blocs post-

election to secure the Premiership.

Sava  Minić: Framed  as  a  marionette

candidate for  the  RS  presidency,  his

primary role is seen as maintaining Milorad

Dodik’s  direct  control over  the  entity's

executive functions.

Darko  Čulum: The  return  of  the  SIPA

director after a "state coup" resignation is

highlighted as evidence of the  impotence

of  state  institutions to  prosecute  high-

level political actors.

Ulf Kristersson: The Swedish PM faces a

precarious future; while his bloc is ahead,

he is increasingly dependent on far-right

support to maintain a majority.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The  network  prioritized  election-driven

domestic conflict and  geopolitical theory,

dedicating  significant  time  to  an  interview

with Boris Buden that framed the current era

as  a  "collapse  of  the  Western  subject."  The

Srebrenica educational  visits and  Mladić

burial were  framed  as  competing  moral

narratives,  with  the  former  representing

"culture  of  memory"  and  the  latter

"glorification of  evil."  A  major  buried story

was  the  decline  in  BiH's  FDI,  which  was

mentioned  in  headlines  but  received  less

analytical  depth  than  the  "sound  cannon"

controversy in Serbia. The tone was skeptical

and  high-brow,  often  interrogating  the

"competence" of the political class rather than

just  reporting  their  actions.  Conspicuous

omissions included any detailed report on the

progress  of  BiH's  14  EU  priorities,

suggesting  a  media  consensus  that  the

"European path" is currently stagnant.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  international  arena  is  framed  as  a

"fracturing  multipolar  world"  where  small

states  like  BiH  are  at  the  mercy  of  larger

"cliques,"  and  "moral  exceptionalism"  no

longer guides Western policy in the Balkans.

COUNTRIES

Serbia: Portrayed  as  a  "hybrid  regime"

using sophisticated propaganda andjudicial

weaponization  to  suppress  dissent  while

flirting with its genocidal past.

Sweden: Framed as a  fragile democracy

where  social  cohesion  is  buckling  under

right-wing populism.

Malaysia: Seen as a strategic alternative

and a "bridge" to Southeast Asian trade and

IT investment.

Russia: Portrayed as an aggressor that is

improperly  mimicking Western  illegal

interventions to  expand its own sphere of

influence.

LEADERS

Milorad  Dodik: Portrayed  as  a

"strongman"  who  has  successfully  used

secessionist rhetoric to force himself into

the  global  mainstream,  even  gaining

audience  with  members  of  the  Trump

family.

Donald  Trump: Characterized  as  a

"transactional" figure who is  indifferent to

traditional  alliances if  they  jeopardize

domestic economic metrics.

Boris  Johnson: Harshly  criticized  as  a

self-interested  industrialist who

allegedly  profited  personally  from

prolonging the war in Ukraine.

Aleksandar  Vučić: Implicity  framed  as

deceptive  and  oppressive,  overseeing  a

system where notaries are used as tools of

electoral suppression.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The  primary  information  warfare  theater  is

Belgrade,  where  the  state  has  successfully

deployed  a  counter-narrative regarding

"acoustic weapons." By producing a 200-page

"scientific"  report,  the  government  has

medicalized  and  intellectualized the

suppression  of  a  protest,  shifting  the  blame

from police assets like the LRAD (Long Range

Acoustic  Device) to  "psy-ops"  conducted  by

opposition-linked analysts. This create a post-

truth  loop where  4,000  victim  testimonies

are  dismissed  as  "montage  effects"  by  a

politicized  prosecutor.  In  BiH,  information

warfare  takes  the  form  of  strategic  non-

cooperation;  by  refusing  to  participate  in

PISA, the RS government effectively censors

data  that  would  prove  the  failure  of  their

educational policies.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

The  BiH  "Ethnic  Deadlock": If  the

October  4  election  results  lead  to  a

stalemate, there is a high probability that

the  RS  will  leverage  the  "illegal"  ballot

labeling to  declare the results null and

void, potentially initiating a full withdrawal

from state institutions.

Serbian Civil Unrest: The exclusion of the

Student  Movement  through  "notary

sabotage" is likely to lead to  mass street

protests rather  than  electoral

participation,  potentially  escalating  if  the

government uses acoustic assets again.
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Economic  Realignment: Failure  to

reverse FDI decline will force BiH to seek

sovereign debt relief or deeper ties with

non-traditional  partners  like  China/

Malaysia,  increasing  geopolitical  distance

from the EU.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened

lawfare in  BiH  over  ballot  structures  and

potential  "blackouts"  of  notary  offices  in

Serbia.  The  European  Parliament  will  likely

issue a  stinging resolution on Serbian war

crime  glorification,  possibly  leading  to  a

freeze in integration funds.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Following the

Oct 4 elections, BiH may enter its most severe

constitutional crisis since Dayton. If Trump

moves closer to winning (or winning) the U.S.

election, expect Balkan leaders like Dodik to

radically  escalate secessionist  moves

anticipating U.S. non-intervention.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Balkan region

faces a human capital catastrophe. Without

PISA data or educational  reform, the "youth

exodus" will accelerate, leaving the region as

a  depopulated zone of  resource  extraction

(lithium) and illegal waste dumping.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Secessionist Escalation in BiH: Risk of

RS  declaring  independence  or  total

institutional withdrawal. Triggers: Election

disputes or U.S. policy shifts.  Likelihood:

High.  Impact: Regional  conflict.

Mitigations: OHR intervention and  OSCE

stability monitoring.

Information Warfare Escalation: Use of

"non-lethal"  acoustic  or  cyber  weaponry

against  domestic  populations.  Triggers:

Mass  protests  in  Belgrade.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact: Erosion of civil  rights.

Mitigations: UN  independent

investigations.

Environmental  Contamination: Illegal

waste  smuggling  from  the  EU  into  BiH.

Triggers: Lack of a central waste register. 

Likelihood: High.  Impact: Public  health

crisis. Mitigations: Adoption of the Law on

Waste Management.

Educational Obsolescence: A generation

of BiH youth becoming unemployable in the

global  market.  Triggers: Continued  PISA

exclusion.  Likelihood: Certain.  Impact:

Economic  collapse.  Mitigations:

Depoliticization of educational standards.

Energy  Supply  Shock: Rapid  spikes  in

fuel  prices  due to  Middle  East  instability.

Triggers: Closure of the Strait of Hormuz. 

Likelihood: Moderate.  Impact: Global

recession.  Mitigations: Strategic  reserve

releases.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The transcripts fail to provide the Serbian

government's specific defense regarding

the notary shortage, leaving the "sabotage"

claim unverified.

There is no mention of the position of the

High  Representative  (OHR) on  the

specific "Circle 99" ballot appeal, which is

critical for determining if the CIK decision

will be overturned.

The  economic  impact  of  the  Brač

wildfires on the Croatian tourism sector—a

major regional revenue source—is missing

from the reporting.
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The specific health effects of the "sound

cannon" are reported only through victim

testimony; independent medical verification

is conspicuously absent.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Crisis"  Hypothesis: The

ethnic  labeling  dispute  in  BiH  may  be  a

collusion  between  ethno-nationalist

parties to  suppress  civic-oriented

challengers  by  forcing  the  entire  election

into  a  "defense  of  the  nation"  narrative,

thereby guaranteeing their own survival.

The  "Acoustic  Mirage": Contrarian

analysis  might  suggest  that  the  "sound

cannon" controversy is being amplified by

foreign actors to test the resilience of the

Serbian state's information control,  rather

than being a primary state tactic.

Black  Swan: A  sudden  geothermal

disaster in the Swiss Alps triggered by the

"Badretto"  experiments  could  lead  to  a

global  moratorium  on  deep-earth  energy

research,  crippling  the  green  energy

transition.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Establish  an  independent  regional

agency for  educational  metrics  to  bypass

entity-level blocking in BiH.

Sanction  Serbian  officials  involved  in  the

logistical  suppression of  opposition

movements to ensure electoral integrity.

Pressure the CIK to adopt  neutral ballot

terminology to prevent the legal challenge

from delegitimizing the Oct 4 results.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Diversify  supply  chains  away  from  RS-

based production due to the high risk of

institutional  withdrawal  and  legal

uncertainty.

Monitor water scarcity risks in India and

Southeast  Asia  as  data  center  cooling

becomes a primary regulatory target.

Invest  in  AI-driven age verification and

logistics monitoring, as these are becoming

mandatory compliance standards in the EU

and Australia.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative  activity  focused  on  waste

management, labor rights for emergency

services,  and  electoral  procedures.  In

Croatia,  the  government  is  fast-tracking  a

Law on Waste Management to stop illegal

smuggling,  while  the  FBiH  is  debating

Firefighter Retirement Law amendments to

calculate  pensions  based  on  the  "five  best

years" of service to prevent labor strikes.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

FBiH  Law  on  Firefighting: Proposed

amendments  to  improve  pension  security

for first responders.

Croatian Waste Management Act: Aims

to  criminalize  illegal  waste  exports and

establish a transparent tracking system.

BiH  Election  Law  (CIK  Decision):

Administrative ruling on  ethnic labeling of

presidential candidates.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Sarajevo  Business  Dialogue: Malaysia-

BiH summit on trade expansion.
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Belgrade  Prosecutor’s  Press  Release:

Final  report  on  the  March  15  acoustic

weapon case.

European Parliament Plenary: Debate on

Serbian war crime glorification.

KEY STORIES

BiH Election  Ballot  Dispute: Circle  99

challenges the CIK over ethnic labeling of

candidates,  calling  it  a  constitutional

threat.

Serbia Sound Cannon Report: Belgrade

prosecutor  dismisses  claims  of  acoustic

weapon  use  against  protesters  as

"ordinarna laž" (ordinary lie).

PISA  Testing  Exclusion: BiH  fails  to

participate  in  international  student

assessments due to political deadlock.

Ratko  Mladić  Funeral: International

outcry over the state-attended burial of the

convicted war criminal in Belgrade.

Sweden  Election  Uncertainty: Right-

wing  bloc  holds  a  slim  lead  as  overseas

votes are counted.

Brač  Wildfires: Over  600  people

evacuated  by  sea as  fires  threaten  the

Croatian island.

Sarajevo-Malaysia Trade: Business forum

explores IT and metal sector cooperation.

Firefighter  Retirement  Reform: FBiH

government promises better pension terms

for firefighters after years of protests.

Čapljina Pension Theft: A postman flees

to Thailand with pension funds; money later

refunded by the state.

Trump  on  Ukraine  Refineries: Trump

urges  Zelensky  to  stop  attacking  Russian

fuel infrastructure.

Swiss  Geothermal  Experiment:

Scientists  trigger  microquakes in  the

Gotthard Massif  to  test  renewable energy

potential.

Malaysia-BiH Export Surge: 60% growth

in Malaysian goods entering BiH.

Boris Buden Interview: Deep critique of

the  "Pax  Americana" and  neofeudal

Western structures.

Zagreb  School  Violence: Protests  by

parents  calling  for  stricter  security

following a student attack.

Srebrenica Educational Visits: Sarajevo

students visit the  Memorial Center as part

of a state "culture of memory" project.

Mostar  Theater  Dispute: Conflict  over

construction  on  the  Lakišića  harem site

continues.

AI Road Quality Monitoring: New  truck

sensor  technology detects  potholes  and

load distribution in real-time.

VR Empathy Research: Study shows VR

increases  donations  for  conservation but

warns of "long-term change" limitations.

Iodine  Deficiency  in  Germany: One  in

three  Germans  suffer  from  deficiency

despite iodized salt availability.

Female  Pelvic  Anatomy  Discovery:

Researchers  identify  the  "radiovary"

structure omitted from historical textbooks.

Mushroom  Battery  Technology: Swiss

researchers  develop  biodegradable

batteries from fungi.

Belize  Easter/Mayan  History:

Exploration  of  Caracol  ruins and  local

traditions.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.

No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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