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MULTIPOLAR ALLIANCES AND
STRATEGIC MARITIME ATTRITION

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September  14,  2026,  marks  a  critical

inflection  point  in  the  direct  military

confrontation between the Islamic Republic of

Iran  and  the  United  States-Israeli  coalition.

The day's events highlight a shift from initial

kinetic  exchanges  toward  a  more

sophisticated campaign of strategic maritime

denial  and  the  formalization  of  non-Western

security  architectures.  While  the  United

States continues  deadly attacks on Iranian

cities such  as  Lamer,  the  Iranian  Islamic

Revolutionary  Guard  Corps  (IRGC)  has

demonstrated  advanced  air  defense

capabilities  by  intercepting  an  MQ-1

military  drone over  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,

part  of  a  broader  pattern  that  has  seen

roughly one quarter of the US Reaper fleet

taken out of operation.

The  conflict  has  expanded  into  a  global

economic  crisis,  with  Brent  crude  climbing

above $107 a barrel following the closure of

key Saudi pipelines and the emergence of an

Iranian-enforced  "restricted  zone"  in  the

Persian  Gulf.  This  kinetic  pressure  is  being

mirrored in the diplomatic arena at the 70th

IAEA General Conference in Vienna, where a

major  rift  opened  as  Austria  revoked  the

visa for  Iran’s  nuclear  chief,  Mohammad

Eslami,  under  reported  US  pressure.  This

move triggered harsh criticism from Russia

and  China,  further  solidifying  a  bloc  that

views  Western-dominated  institutions  as

weaponized instruments of policy rather than

neutral bodies.

In the wider region, the "Axis of Resistance"

has  achieved  significant  territorial  gains,

specifically  the  liberation of  the strategic

city  of  Al-Mokha and  the  entire  Red  Sea

coastline  by  Yemeni  forces.  These

developments, combined with the emergence

of  the  Macca  Joint  Defense  Agreement

between Pakistan, Turkey, and Saudi Arabia,

suggest  a  rapid  move  toward  a  "regional

security  framework"  designed  to  exclude

outside  powers.  Meanwhile,  the  Trump

administration  faces  internal  turmoil,

including  the  resignation  of  the  Army

Secretary  and  leaked  reports  of  military

descent,  suggesting  the  current  war  effort

may be  unsustainable for the overstretched

US military.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Systemic Maritime Denial and the Strait

of Hormuz Crisis

Iran  has  implemented  a  monitoring

protocol in the Strait of Hormuz, warning

that  vessels  violating  these  rules  face

detention and confiscation.

A supertanker, the El Gaya, exploded after

colliding  with  naval  mines while

attempting to use a prohibited route in the

southern Strait.
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Iran  and  Oman have  reached a  bilateral

agreement on safe passage through the

Strait,  emphasizing  regional  management

without "outside forces."

Oil prices surged by over $3 per barrel due

to  the  precautionary  closure of  Saudi

Arabia's East-West pipeline.

Diplomatic Rupture at the IAEA General

Conference

Host country Austria  denied a visa to the

head of the Atomic Energy Organization of

Iran,  Mohammad  Eslami,  prompting

allegations  of  breaching  international

obligations.

The  US  representative  admitted  to

opposing  travel  exemptions for  Iranian

officials, leading to a split in the conference

between  the  US-EU bloc  and  the  Russia-

China-Iran bloc.

Russia supported Iran’s argument that  UN

restrictions under Resolution 2231 had

legally terminated in October 2025.

Yemeni  Territorial  Breakthrough  and

Strategic Dominance

Yemeni  forces  completed  a  seven-day

operation to  liberate  5,400  square

kilometers of the west coastline, including

Al-Mokha.

Large-scale  retaliatory  operations  struck

the King Khalid Airbase in Saudi Arabia,

targeting hangers and radar installations.

Ansarullah  announced  a  naval  blockade

specifically targeting Saudi shipping in the

Red Sea until the siege on Yemen is lifted.

US Military and Political Instability

Army Secretary Daniel P. Driscoll  handed

in his resignation following clashes with

Defense  Secretary  Pete  Hegseth  over  the

firing of key leaders.

A classified leak revealed that top military

commanders  have  warned  the

administration  that  prolonging  operations

against Iran is "unsustainable."

Reports  indicate  low  munitions  stocks

and significant equipment losses, including

roughly 50 MQ-9 Reaper drones.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The  conflict  has  evolved  into  a  new

dimension  of  asymmetric  warfare,

characterized  by  the  extensive  use  of

drones,  cyber  capabilities,  and

underground fortification.

Israeli occupation forces are struggling to

maintain  operational  control  of  the Ali

Tahir heights in Lebanon despite 19 major

attacks and heavy bombardment.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

The  BRICS  Summit  in  New  Delhi

produced  a  declaration  challenging

unilateral  sanctions  and  calling  for  the

protection of peaceful nuclear facilities.

Pakistan is  acting as  a  terrific mediator

between  Iran  and  the  US,  while

simultaneously  balancing  its  new  defense

ties with Saudi Arabia and Turkey.
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Energy & Macroeconomics

The  "petro-yuan" is  gaining  traction  as

China  and  Russia  develop  transaction

systems alternative to SWIFT, such as the

"m-bridge" platform.

The US is facing record diesel prices ($6/

gallon),  while  Italy  reports  an  11 billion

euro increase in energy costs compared to

pre-crisis levels.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

The  Trump  administration  is  accused  of

overreaching  and  underperforming,

with  military  decisions  being  increasingly

challenged by professional officers.

In Lebanon, the government of Joseph Aoun

is  characterized  by  critics  as  a  "Vichy

regime" collaborating  with  Israeli

occupiers against the resistance.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND

THEMES

The Collapse of the "Aura of Power" There

is a pervasive narrative that the myth of US

military  invincibility  has  been  dismantled

since February 2026. This trend is supported

by the failure of  US air defenses to prevent

precision  strikes  on  bases  in  Kuwait  and

Jordan, and the retreat of US carrier groups

400 kilometers away from the Gulf of Oman.

The strategic overstretch of the Israel Defense

Forces (IDF),  described by its  own  chief of

army  as  fatigued,  further  indicates  a

breakdown in conventional deterrence against

the "Axis of Resistance."

De-Westernization of Global Governance A

clear  trend  has  emerged  where  the  BRICS

and  SCO  (Shanghai  Cooperation

Organization) are transitioning from economic

talk shops to  active geopolitical poles. The

SCO's  total  support  for  Iran’s  territorial

integrity and nuclear rights, coupled with the

BRICS push for local currency settlements,

signals  a  systemic  effort  to  bypass  the  US-

dominated  financial  network.  This  includes

the move of  gold reserves out of  the US by

countries  like  the  Netherlands,  citing fears

of asset seizure.

The  Human  Cost  and  Identity-Driven

Resilience Broadcasts emphasized a "spirit of

resilience" among Iranians, particularly in the

south,  following  US  attacks  on  civilian

wedding ceremonies and schools. This trend

suggests that instead of breaking the national

will,  US-Israeli  psychological  warfare has

"hardened hearts" and unified diverse Iranian

social  groups  around  the  concept  of

independence.  This  is  contrasted  with  the

perceived  lack  of  legitimacy of  exiled

opposition figures like Reza Pahlavi, who are

portrayed as dependent on foreign algorithms

rather than domestic support.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &

DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United  States:  Institutional

Fragmentation The  US  domestic  scene  is

portrayed  as  chaotic,  with  the  executive

branch  purging  senior  generals during

wartime  and  the  military  command  openly

leaking dissent to the press. The resignation

of  the  Army  Secretary highlights  a

breakdown  in  civil-military  relations.  Public

sentiment is under pressure from the cost-of-

living  crisis,  with  Trump  reportedly

promising  a  $500  payment  to  adults if

Republicans win the midterms—a move seen

as an act of desperation.

Iran:  Fortified  Social  and  Physical

Infrastructure Despite  more  than  640

locations  being  hit  by  missiles in  early
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2026,  Tehran  is  shown  maintaining  social

order  through  the  deployment  of  electric

taxis and the continued construction of metro

stations. There is a narrative of a "mobilized

government"  and  merchant  class  shifting

trade  to  15  neighboring  countries to

reduce  maritime  dependency.  However,

significant  electricity  shortages (2-hour

cuts)  persist,  which the state blames on the

denial of its nuclear development rights.

Jordan  and  Iraq:  Economic  Spillover

Jordan is bearing a high human and economic

cost, facing 119 projectiles and a collapsing

tourism sector due to its hosting of US forces.

Iraq  faces  a  deepening  fuel  crisis,  with

citizens waiting hours for gasoline due to the

geopolitical tensions in the Strait of Hormuz.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &

GLOBAL POSTURE

Strategic Maneuverability Iran is projecting

power through cyber capabilities capable of

disrupting  the  US  logistics  hub  at  Diego

Garcia.  Its  external  posture  is  one  of

"calculated escalation," using its control over

energy  chokepoints  to  demand  the

withdrawal  of  all  American  forces from

West Asia. The broadcasting nation frames the

international  system  as  a  fracturing

multipolar  arena  where  "petro-yuan"  trade

and "m-bridge" transactions are replacing the

US dollar.

Geopolitical  Competition The  US  is

portrayed as an  imperial power in decline,

unable to provide security even to its closest

allies.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  Pakistan-

Saudi-Turkey  "Macca"  agreement,  which

notably excludes Western participation. China

and Russia  are framed as  principled allies

that provide the technological and diplomatic

umbrella  necessary  for  Iran  to  withstand

Western pressure.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic environment is suffering

from "multiple,  cumulative shocks" including

the pandemic recovery, the Ukraine war, and

now  the  direct  war  on  Iran.  The  energy

market  is  the  primary  vector  of  instability,

with  oil  prices  exceeding  $107 and

potentially  targeting  $200  per  barrel if

maritime chokepoints remain closed.

Key Economic Vectors

Commodities: Brent crude is above $107/

barrel; WTI is over $103/barrel.  8% jump

in oil prices in one week.

Supply  Chains: Over  80%  of  Italian

goods are road-transported, making them

extremely  sensitive  to  diesel  spikes.

Yemen’s  control  of  Bab el-Mandeb affects

one-third of global container traffic.

Currencies: The  US  dollar’s  share  of

international reserves has dropped to 56%.

China has currency swap agreements with

over 60 countries.

GDP  Impact: Italy  reports  a  5  billion

euro loss in family and business finances;

Jordan’s tourism accounts for 15% of GDP

and is severely battered.

Inflation: US diesel is at record levels of

$6/gallon,  driving  up  household  and

production costs.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

A high volume of leadership volatility is noted,

particularly within the US defense apparatus

and regional opposition movements. Factional

battles  between  "America  First"  politicians
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and the military establishment are coming to

a head.

Daniel P. Driscoll (US Army Secretary):

Resigned on  Monday  after  clashes  with

Hegseth;  signals  a  loss  of  "key  combat-

tested  leaders"  in  the  US  chain  of

command.

Randy George (US Army Chief of Staff):

Fired by  Hegseth  in  April;  the  position

remains  vacant,  leaving  the  Army

"rudderless."

Mohsen  Rezai  (Secretary  of  Iran's

SNSC): Emerging  as  a  primary  strategic

architect, issuing hardline conditions for

any return to talks with Trump.

Reza  Pahlavi  (Iranian  Opposition):

Portrayed  as  losing  influence due  to  a

lack  of  organizational  structure  and

reliance on Western media "algorithms."

Basar  al-Assad  (Syria): Mentioned  as

having been "taken out" or neutralized as

part  of  the broader regional  shift,  though

Iran remains active in the Syrian theater.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY

HIERARCHY

The network's  Lead Stories focused on the

IAEA  visa  scandal,  the  Yemeni  military

advances,  and  the  BRICS  Delhi  Summit.

These stories were presented as evidence of a

global shift  away from US authority.  Buried

Stories included  the  internal  difficulties  of

regional  allies  (like  Jordan's  instability)  or

specific casualty counts from Iranian missile

strikes,  which  were  often  presented  in

aggregate  or  framed  as  defensive.  The

emotional  tone  was  one  of  defiance  and

tragic resilience, heavily utilizing stories of

civilian casualties, such as a 20-day-old baby

killed in  Tehran,  to  delegitimize  US-Israeli

actions.

Conspicuous  Omissions: There  was  a

notable lack of  detail  regarding the  precise

nature of the "new weapon" mentioned by

Mohsen Rezai used against a US destroyer.

Furthermore, while the network criticized the

"puppet" Lebanese government, it omitted any

discussion  of  potential  Iranian  internal

political dissent or the economic hardships

caused  by  the  closure  of  its  own  main

maritime trade route.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The  narrative  patterns  emphasize  a  divide

between  "hegemonic  decay"  and  "multipolar

rise."  US  leadership  is  framed  as  irrational

and  internally  conflicted,  while  the  "Axis  of

Resistance" and BRICS are presented as the

guardians of international law.

COUNTRIES

United  States: Framed  as  a  "police

state" suffering  from  a  "dark  ages"

mentality, inept in its military strategy, and

corruptly  benefiting  oil  majors  at  the

expense of its own citizens.

Iran: Portrayed as strong and principled,

taking its time to send strategic messages

and only defending its "territorial integrity"

through "proportionate" responses.

Israel: Characterized  as  a  "terrorist

state" whose unique asset is the Mossad,

and which is struggling with a "genocidal"

campaign in Gaza that has failed to destroy

the resistance.

Austria: Depicted  as  weak  and

subservient,  lacking  national  sovereignty

by  revoking  visas  under  "order  from  the

United States."
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LEADERS

Donald  Trump: Portrayed  as  solely

responsible for  an  "idiotic  war"  and

desperate  for  an  "off-ramp"  before  the

midterms.  "Trump  has  destroyed  the

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela" through

kidnapping Maduro.

Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as corrupt

and desperate for narrative wins, such as

the Ali Tahir heights, to survive the coming

elections.

Masud  Pezeshkian: Portrayed  as  a

reasonable leader stating that the Strait

would open if US aggression stops.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

Ansarullah  (Houthis): Described  as

among the most courageous fighters of

our  time,  capable  of  disrupting

globalContainer traffic.

IAEA: Critiqued  as  a  "political  theater"

and  a  tool  of  Western  punishment  rather

than a technical body.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT

The day's transcripts reveal a heavy emphasis

on narrative seeding regarding the "Strait of

Dignity" (Hormuz). Iran is attempting to frame

its closure of the Strait not as an act of war,

but  as  a  legal  exercise  of  sovereignty

intended  to  recoup  costs  for  environmental

and security services that have been provided

"free of charge" for decades. There is also a

concerted effort to scritinize CNN's framing

of  the  conflict,  pointing  out  contradictions

between headlines (blaming Iran for attacks)

and the  body  of  reports  (acknowledging  US

first strikes on Larak Island).

The  delta between spin and ground truth

is most visible in the "Ali Tahir" story. Israel

claims  "operational control" of the heights,

whereas local reporting and military analysts

suggest  that  Israeli  troops  have  never

actually set foot in the heart of the position,

relying  instead  on  "robotic  systems"  and

"bunker busters" while the resistance remains

embedded in underground networks.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE

OUTLOOK

Bypassing the US Dollar: The successful

integration  of  Iranian-Russian  banking

corresponding agreements suggests that

a parallel, sanctions-proof financial system

is  now operational  at  a  "prototype  scale"

that could be adopted by the wider BRICS+

group within the next year.

US  Carrier  Obsolescence: The

deployment of the "Qasim Basir" anti-ship

ballistic missile with a depressed trajectory

indicates  that  US  carrier  groups  may  be

forced  to  permanently  operate  from  the

mid-Indian  Ocean,  abandoning  the

Persian Gulf as a theater of operations.

The End of the Saudi-US Security Pact:

The formation of the Macca Joint Defense

Agreement indicates that Saudi Arabia is

diversifying  its  security  reliance  toward

Pakistan and Turkey, signaling a long-term

strategic pivot away from the US security

umbrella.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect  a  formal  declaration  of  a

"restricted  zone" in  the  Persian  Gulf,

leading to potential seizures of any vessel

listed on the PGSA non-compliance list.
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Increased domestic volatility in the US as

leaks of military descent intensify ahead

of the mid-term elections.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

Consolidation  of  Yemeni  control  over  the

Red  Sea  coastline,  potentially  forcing

Israel’s port of Eilat into total collapse.

The inauguration of new transit corridors

around  Iran  to  bypass  maritime  routes,

focusing  on  land-based  trade  with  15

neighboring states.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

A structural shift in energy markets where

oil  is  increasingly  traded  in  yuan,

permanently devaluing the US dollar’s role

as the global reserve currency.

The  establishment  of  a  permanent

"security  belt" by  Israel  in  Southern

Lebanon,  leading  to  a  decades-long

guerrilla war that exhausts the IDF.

RISK ASSESSMENT

Geopolitical and economic risks are reaching

critical  thresholds,  with  multiple  flashpoints

capable of triggering global contagion.

Total  Maritime  Blockade: Simultaneous

closure  of  Hormuz  and  Bab  el-Mandeb.

Triggers:  Escalation  of  US  strikes  on

Iranian  mainland.  Likelihood:  Moderate.

Impact:  Catastrophic;  oil  prices  targeting

$200/barrel.  Mitigations:  Diplomatic

success  of  the  Pakistan/Oman  mediation

tracks.

Collapse of Civil Order in Iraq/Jordan:

Violent  unrest  due  to  fuel  shortages  and

economic  spillover.  Triggers:  Prolonged

closure  of  the  Strait.  Likelihood:  High.

Impact:  Regional  instability.  Mitigations:

Release of strategic reserves or emergency

oil  shipments  from  Iran/Russia  to  these

neighbors.

Nuclear Proliferation in Saudi  Arabia:

US  granting  Saudi  Arabia  enrichment

capabilities without safeguards. Triggers:

Trump administration effort to "win back"

Riyadh.  Likelihood:  Moderate.  Impact:

Arms race in the Middle East. Mitigations:

Congressional blockage of the deal.

US  Military  Command  Fracture: Open

defiance  of  executive  orders  by  the

Pentagon.  Triggers:  Orders  for  a  ground

incursion  into  Southern  Iran.  Likelihood:

Low but increasing. Impact: Constitutional

crisis.  Mitigations:  Appointment  of  a

consensus Chief of Staff.

Cyber-Logistics Catastrophe: Disruption

of  the  programmable  logic  controllers

(PLCs)  at  Diego  Garcia.  Triggers:  IRGC

cyber-warfare  escalation.  Likelihood:

Moderate.  Impact:  Total  freeze  of  US

military  logistics  in  three  theaters.

Mitigations:  Hardening  of  military  digital

infrastructure.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The  status  of  the  "board  of  peace"

involving  Jared  Kushner  in  Gaza is

mentioned  but  the  actual  governance

structure being implemented is unclear.

Details on Russian military assistance to

Iran  beyond  drones  remain  vague;  it  is

unclear  if  Russia  has  deployed  electronic

warfare systems to the Persian Gulf.
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The  transcripts  do  not  verify  claims  of

1,100  Palestinians  killed in  the  West

Bank since 2023,  cited by human rights

groups, against independent counts.

The  network  fails  to  provide  data  on

Iranian  casualty  figures from  its  own

military operations or the number of failed

missile launches.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE

SCENARIOS

The "Managed Escalation" Hypothesis The

apparent US "failures" and retreats might be

a deliberate  strategy to  draw Iranian forces

out  into  more  vulnerable,  conventional

positions. By appearing overstretched, the US

could  be  baiting  the  IRGC into  an  over-

extended maritime presence that can then be

targeted by stand-off weapons once political

cover (mid-terms) is secured.

The "Bled White" Strategy Iran’s closure of

the Strait might be damaging its own allies

(China,  India)  more  than  its  enemies.  A

contrarian  view  suggests  that  the  US  is

allowing the blockade to continue precisely to

sour  relations  between  Iran  and  its  BRICS

partners,  who  cannot  afford  $110  oil

indefinitely.

Black  Swan  Event: An  internal  coup  in

Saudi  Arabia by  factions  opposed  to  the

"Macca" defense pact,  resulting in a sudden

return  to  the  US-Israeli  orbit  and  the

immediate  reopening  of  pipelines  under  US

naval protection.

RECOMMENDATIONS &

IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Prepare for  the permanent loss

of maritime dominance in the Persian Gulf

and  re-evaluate  logistics  around  Diego

Garcia due to cyber vulnerability.

Economic: Accelerate the development of

non-maritime trade corridors and diversify

reserves  away  from  dollar-denominated

assets  as  reserves  in  US  dollars

continue to decline.

Diplomatic: Re-engage  the  IAEA  on

technical  rather  than  political  grounds  to

prevent the total collapse of the nuclear

non-proliferation architecture.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply  Chains: Reroute  all  shipping

around Southern  Africa  to  avoid  the  Bab

el-Mandeb choke point indefinitely.

Regulatory  Compliance: Audit  all

charters  against  the  PGSA  non-

compliance  list to  avoid  vessel

confiscation in the Persian Gulf.

Capital  Allocation: Hedge  against

sustained  oil  prices  above  $100 and

diesel  shortages  that  will  impact  road-

freight dependent markets like Italy.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and regulatory actions are focused

on  maritime  law  enforcement and  the

revocation  of  international  diplomatic

norms. The key shift is the Iranian transition

from  international  treaties  (UNCLOS)  to

"Innocent  Passage"  regimes  under  the  1958

convention.
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BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Strait of Hormuz Monitoring Protocol:

A  new  Iranian  regulatory  framework

requiring prior notification and compliance

with PGSA lists.

US Visa Policy Reform: A new "vigorous"

policy  announced  by  Rubio  to  prevent

critics of Israel from entering the US.

Resolution 2231 (UNSC): Debate over its

termination in 2025 and  the  legality  of

the current US "snapback" sanctions.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

70th  IAEA  General  Conference:

Dominated  by  the  Najafi  statement

condemning  host-country  Austria  for  visa

denials.

Mohammad Eslami Briefing: Scheduled

but  canceled  due  to  visa  revocation;

replaced by a protest note from the Iranian

delegation.

KEY STORIES

IAEA  Visa  Denial  Scandal: Austria

revokes a Schengen visa for Iranian nuclear

chief  Mohammad  Eslami  shortly  before

his flight, leading to a walkout/protest by

Iran and Russia in Vienna.

Supertanker  Explosion: The  El  Gaya

strikes naval mines in a prohibited zone

of the Strait of Hormuz, causing a massive

fire.

Al-Mokha Liberation: Yemeni forces take

full control of the West Coast and Bab el-

Mandeb after a 7-day operation.

US Army Secretary Resignation: Driscoll

quits as internal Pentagon feuds over the

Iran war go public.

BRICS  Delhi  Declaration: Members

unanimously call for an end to  unilateral

coercive  measures and  protection  of

Palestinians.

Oil Market Shock: Brent crude hits $107/

barrel;  US diesel  hits  $6/gallon as  Saudi

pipelines close.

King  Khalid  Airbase  Strike: Yemeni

missiles  and  drones  inflict  significant

damage on  Saudi  radar  and  ammunition

depots.

Ali Tahir Heights Conflict: Israel claims

operational  control after  5  months,  but

resistance continues from underground.

Iran-Oman  Strait  Deal: A  new  safe

passage  framework is  established

between the two coastal states, bypassing

the US.

Venezuela Oil Seizure: Trump and Delcy

Rodriguez  announce a  100-year pact for

US companies to exploit Venezuelan oil.

Sunni  Cleric  Assassination: Molavi

Yusgit  is  killed  in  Sistan  and

Baluchestan;  IRGC  blames  terrorist

groups seeking to sow division.

Gaza Health Crisis: Fuel  supplies  to  13

health institutions will  stop on Sept 19,

threatening  surgeries  and  childbirth

services.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's  Media  Trends is  a  public  interest

experiment  in  applying  deep  thematic  trend

analysis  to  television  news  coverage  from

around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars  better  understand  the  overarching

trends,  themes  and  patterns  of  our  global

world.
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No data is used to train or tune any AI

model.

Each  morning,  in  collaboration  with  the

Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply

Google's  Gemini  3  to  deeply  examine

yesterday's  coverage  from  each  television

news  channel  to  tease  out  the  overarching

themes and trends of its news coverage into a

richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-

level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends

and  instantly  click  out  to  the  underlying

sources for details.

By  helping  journalists  and  scholars  see  the

broader  trends  and  patterns  of  global  news

coverage,  this  analysis  helps  them  identify

relevant stories and coverage they might not

otherwise  have  encountered  and  uncover

connections,  emphases  and  narrative  shifts

that  enable  more  comprehensive  reporting

and deeper, evidence-based research.

This  report  is  entirely  machine  generated

using Gemini  3  and may include errors  and

omissions. Please verify all findings. No data

is used to train or tune any AI model.

For questions or suggestions,  please contact

kalev.leetaru5@gmail.com.  To  learn  more  or

subscribe to our free daily  newsletters,  visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/.  You  can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

Archive's  TV  News  Archive  at  https://

archive.org/details/tv.
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