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GEOPOLITICAL ASYMMETRY AND
GLOBAL SUPPLY CHAIN PARALYSIS:
THE 200-DAY MARK OF THE US-
IRANIAN CONFLICT

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 15, 2026, marks approximately
200 days since the commencement of a direct
military conflict between the United States/
Israel and Iran. The day’s events suggest a
significant shift from conventional kinetic
warfare toward a protracted economic and
informational struggle. While the United
States maintains a naval blockade, Iran has
effectively implemented smart control over
the Strait of Hormuz, using naval mines and
advanced air defenses to disrupt shipping and
neutralize high-value US assets, including the
destruction of an MQ1 drone and the tracking
of F-35 stealth aircraft. This asymmetric
strategy has pushed global oil prices above
$108 per barrel, triggering severe inflationary
pressures in Europe and the United States,
and exposing cracks in the US military
leadership and political establishment ahead
of the November midterm elections.

The diplomatic arena shows a similar
fracturing of the post-WWII order. Despite

intense US pressure on Austria to revoke the
visa of Iran’s nuclear chief, Mohammad
Islami, Iran successfully secured election to
the JAEA General Committee through a secret
ballot, signaling a loss of Western dominance

over international technical bodies.
Simultaneously, regional dynamics are
evolving toward a 'multipolar" security

framework. The proposed Makkah Joint
Defense Agreement involving Turkey,
Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia suggests a move
by regional powers to stabilize West Asia
independently of US military presence. This
internal US instability—marked by the
resignation of the Army Secretary and
classified leaks regarding military dissent—
contrasts sharply with the Iranian narrative of
national resilience and "martyrdom" culture.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Maritime  Warfare and Shipping
Disruptions: The IRGC has reinforced its
closure of the Strait of Hormuz, leading to
the explosion of a supertanker (the Al
Gaiya) after it entered unauthorized waters
and struck naval mines. Iran and Oman are
reportedly coordinating a new framework
for the strait that includes charging tolls
for passage, mirroring artificial waterways
like the Suez Canal.

* US Military Leadership Crisis: US Army
Secretary Daniel P. Driscoll resigned
following clashes with Defense Secretary
Pete Hegseth over the purging of combat-
tested leaders. Simultaneously, a classified
leak from the Secretary of Defense Orders
Book (SDOB) revealed that senior US
commanders believe the war against Iran is
unsustainable and risks domestic security.
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Shifting IAEA Power Dynamics: In a
significant diplomatic defeat for
Washington, Iran was elected to the JAEA
General Committee by the 181-member
body, despite US attempts to block its
candidacy and the host country (Austria)
revoking the visa of the Iranian delegation
leader.

Ansarullah Advances in Yemen: Yemeni
forces have liberated the strategic port city
of Al-Mokha from Saudi-backed militants,
expanding their control over the Red Sea
coast and increasing their ability to close
the Babel Mandeb strait, which handles
roughly 20% of global oil traffic.

West Bank Crackdown: Israeli forces
have intensified their campaign against the
Palestinian press, detaining Press TV
IT nden r Ham near
Bethlehem after weeks of reported settler
incitement. This brings the total number of
detained Palestinian journalists to 61.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Iran claims to have neutralized the stealth
capabilities of US F-35 aircraft using a
networked radar and infrared sensor
system, resulting in a "weapons quality
lock" that forced a retreat.

The conflict has evolved into a "war of
attrition" regarding munitions; the US has
reportedly expended $22 Dbillion in
munitions in the first months, leading to a
critical shortfall in interceptors.

Space is becoming a formal battlefield, with
China and Russia warning against the US

Force' loyment of orbital
weapons.

Energy & Macroeconomics

* Brent Crude prices remain volatile,
climbing above $108 a barrel. US gas
prices in some regions have reportedly hit
$9.99, while Italy reports over 11 billion
euros in increased energy outlays.

* The war is projected to add 0.5% to US
inflation in early 2027, with total war-
related costs currently estimated at $38
billion and rising by $3 billion per month.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* The Makkah Joint Defense Agreement
represents a fundamental challenge to
Western-led regional security, seeking a
total withdrawal of US forces from West
Asia.

e Lebanese leadership is characterized as
"slavish" toward the US, having signed a

framework agreement that Hezbollah

rejects as a "humiliation."

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of Western Institutional
Dominance

* The TAEA general conference highlights a
"deepening division" between the US/EU
bloc and the "majority of the rest of the
world." The vote to seat Iran on the General
Committee against US wishes suggests that
traditional Western diplomatic levers (visa
denials, Board of Governors resolutions)
are losing their efficacy.
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Asymmetric Deterrence as a New Baseline

e Iran's  military strategy emphasizes
"indigenous technology" that adversaries
cannot easily counter because the technical
characteristics are unfamiliar. The use of
"electro-optical missiles" that bypass GPS
and electronic jamming indicates a move
toward warfare that targets the specific
technological vulnerabilities of US carrier
groups.

The Human Toll and
Narrative

"Martyrdom"

* Broadcasters heavily emphasize individual
civilian tragedies (e.g., the Makan Nasiri
and Muhammad Ali stories) to build a
"martyrdom" narrative  that  fosters
domestic unity and provides a moral
justification for the closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. This narrative contrasts with the
"insane policies" and "lack of caring"
attributed to US leadership.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The country is experiencing a
crisis of "institutional strain." The resignation
of the Army Secretary and the "rudderless"
state of the Army (lacking a permanent Chief
of Staff) suggest deep fractures within the
national security establishment. Partisan
polarization is reaching an inflection point,
with Democrats eyeing a third impeachment
of Donald Trump based on the War Powers Act
of 1973. Public sentiment is described as
"irate" due to energy costs and a perceived
"allegiance" to Israeli interests over American
ones.

Iran: The broadcast portrays Iran as

exceptionally stable. Narratives of 40 million

people attending the funeral of the late leader
and 200 nights of continuous street rallies are
used to demonstrate a "shattered delusion"
regarding Iranian state collapse. The system’s
military and political structures are described
as ‘intact" despite 200 days of direct
aggression.

Syria: Syria faces severe internal instability.
Sharp fuel price hikes (up to 40% for diesel)
have triggered protests across Idlib, Aleppo,
and Hama. Analysts suggest the Syrian
government is using global turmoil as a
pretext for extortion, while nepotism and
corruption continue to squander the benefits
of lifted sanctions.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The "outside world" is framed as a fracturing
multipolar arena. The traditional US-led order
is depicted in "imperial decline," exporting its
"social and moral baggage" (exemplified by
the prostitution crackdown associated with
US sailor visits in Thailand). Iran is projecting
power by forging a regional security
framework that excludes outside powers,
explicitly citing the support of Russia and

China in the multipolar world.

Italy and the broader EU are framed as
victims of their "own stupidity" for
perpetuating the Ukraine war and aligning
with the US against Iran, leading to a "double
whammy" of energy shocks. China is
portrayed as the ultimate beneficiary of this
shift, gaining diplomatic and economic ground
as the US military is "overstretched" and
"fatigued."


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_200000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_200000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_070000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_123000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_123000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_123000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_230000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_230000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_223000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_223000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_100000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_110000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_123000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_103000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260915_093000

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic state is increasingly
fragile, facing cumulative shocks from the
pandemic, the Ukraine war, and the current
US-Iran conflict. Financial markets are
struggling to price in the risk of a total
maritime chokehold in West Asia.

e Commodities: Brent Crude at record
levels ($108+); diesel and petrol prices in
Syria up 40% and 28% respectively.

* Insurance: Shipping insurance premiums
have surged from five cents per barrel to

$11.50 per barrel due to the risk of naval

mines and IRGC seizures.

* Munitions Costs: The US CBO reports
$38 billion in total costs, with it taking an
estimated five years to replenish weapon
stockpiles.

* Agriculture: US farmers face fertilizer
shortages as a result of Strait of Hormuz
disruptions.

* Currency: The Yemeni Rial in occupied
areas has er rchasin wer,
causing prices in Al-Mokha to be four times
higher than in Sana'a.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a transition toward
more radicalized or "loyalist" leadership in the
US, while Iranian leadership remains focused
on indigenous continuity.

* Daniel P. Driscoll: Resigned as US Army
Secretary; his departure leaves the Army
rudderless during a major conflict.

* Pete Hegseth: The US Defense
Secretary is overseeing a series of
"purges" of senior officers, leading to
significant internal military dissent detailed
in the SDOB.

* Mohsen Rezai: The Secretary of Iran's
Supreme National Security Council has
emerged as a key voice in asymmetric
naval strategy and high-stakes negotiation
signals.

* Nara Hamed: Press TV West Bank
correspondent detained by the Israeli
occupation army; she is a US citizen,
posing a diplomatic challenge for the US
embassy.

Reza Pahlavi: The exiled opposition figure
is dismissed as having no social base inside
Iran and being entirely dependent on
"artificial mass amplification" and foreign
powers.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

stories  that
Israeli military
vulnerability and diplomatic isolation. The
lead story throughout the day is the IRGC'’s
shootdown of US drones and the closure of
the Strait of Hormuz. Human interest
"martyrdom" stories are given high emotional
weight to contrast with the "psychopathic"
and "corrupt" depictions of Donald Trump.
Significant  airtime is dedicated to
asymmetric victories, such as Iran’s IAEA
committee seat.
include any detailed reporting on Iranian
military losses, internal dissent within Iran, or
the specific "conditions" being offered in US-
Iran negotiations, which are kept vague as
"reparations" and "respect for sovereignty."

The network prioritizes
demonstrate US and

Conspicuous omissions

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s reporting frames a
world where Western
crumbling artifact of the 20th century, being

hegemony is a
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replaced by a "New World Order" centered on
regional independence.

COUNTRIES

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The term "Epstein

« Iran: Portrayed as strong, principled, and coalition" is used to describe the US-Israeli

technologically advanced. "Iran's
resistance, resilience and brilliance... has

trumped Trump."

* United States: Characterized as a "paper

alliance, a clear psychological operation

intended to link the conflict with a
notorious Western scandal and delegitimize
the coalition’s moral standing.

tiger" and an "empire in flux." Trump is * Public  Opinion  Engineering: A
framed as "solely responsible for this documentary on public opinion
lutely idiotic war." engineering explores the legacy of

* Israel: Depicted as a "terror state" that is
"overstretched" and "fatigued." Officials are
called "monsters" who order massacres of
school children.

* Austria: Framed as a "weak" follower of
the US, failing to wuphold its legal
obligations as an international host.

e South Korea: Shown as a nation in

Edward Bernays and "torches of freedom,"
framing Western media and tech giants
(Apple/Facebook) as merchants of attention
who steal individual freedom for profit.

Verification Issues: The US government
admits it cannot independently verify
alleged Iranian plots to assassinate Trump,
yet uses them as a basis for threats of
"mass destruction."”

dilemma, with a majority of citizens
in man for troop
deployments. HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK
LEADERS
* Strait Tolls as a Permanent Policy: Iran
* Donald Trump: Portrayed as likely intends to institutionalize the "Perian
"psychopathic," "self-interested," and Gulf Strait Authority." This would move

"desperate" for a win before the midterms.

He is accused of manipulating stock
markets to profit his family.

Benjamin Netanyahu: Framed as a leader
whose '"days are numbered," currently
tarnished by concealing intelligence before
the October 7th operations.

Masud Pezeshkian: Portrayed as a
principled defender of international law,
if US

willing to open Hormuz only

aggression ceases.

Hormuz from a "free natural strait" to a

revenue-generating corridor, fundamentally

altering global maritime economics.

US Midterm Volatility: If oil prices
remain above $100, the likelihood of a
symbolic third impeachment and a loss
of the House for Republicans increases

significantly, potentially forcing an "exit

ramp" for the current administration.

Expansion of Yemen Conflict: Following
the liberation of Al-Mokha, Ansarullah may
move to target the Yanbu oil facilities,
which currently handle 70% of Saudi oil
exports that bypass Hormuz.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect further
clashes at the top levels of the Pentagon as
Secretary Hegseth attempts to fill leadership
voids. Protests in Syria and South Korea will
likely intensify as energy costs and US
pressure create domestic friction. The
detention of Nara Hamed will become a
flashpoint for US-Israeli diplomatic relations if
her US citizenship is leveraged by the State
Department.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The US
military's munitions shortfall will force a more
defensive posture (withdrawing
carriers further from the Gulf of Oman). The
formalization of the Makkah Joint Defense
Agreement could see Turkey and Pakistan
taking a more active "peacekeeping" role that
effectively marginalizes US regional influence.

naval

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
global trade routes. If Hormuz remains a
"smart control" zone, the "dedollarization" of
oil trade will accelerate, as countries seek
alternative currencies to bypass the financial
warfare used by the US. Israel faces a
"demographic struggling to
maintain control over expanded "security
zones" in Lebanon and Syria without sufficient
settlement populations.

dilemma,"

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Global Energy Shock: Brent Crude
exceeding $150-200. Triggers: Total closure
of both Hormuz and Babel Mandeb.
Likelihood: Moderate (if US escalates
airstrikes). Impact: Catastrophic (Global
recession). Mitigations: Diplomatic return
to Islamabad MOU/lifting of naval blockade

expected by Iran.

* Nuclear Facilities Pretext: New US/
Israeli airstrikes on "Pickaxe Mountain."
Triggers: Use of fortified mountain sites for
ballistic missile production alleged by US
intelligence. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Massive regional escalation. Mitigations:
[IAEA-supervised inspections (currently
hindered by visa scandals).

* Collapse of Lebanese State: Internal civil

war. Triggers: US pressure to disarm
Hezbollah amid ongoing Israeli occupation.
Likelihood: = Moderate. Impact: High
(Refugee surge into EU). Mitigations:
Strengthening the Lebanese central
government's independence from US
"tutelage."

* US Domestic Unrest: Midterm election
violence or institutional paralysis. Triggers:
Third impeachment proceedings against
Trump combined with $9.99 gas prices.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: High (Loss
of UsS strategic
Mitigations:  Bipartisan
defense spending/war powers.

maneuverability).
consensus on

* Environmental Disaster in the Persian
Gulf: Massive oil spill. Triggers: Explosions
on tankers like the Al Gaiya striking naval
mines. Likelihood: High. Impact: Ecological
destruction of desalination and fishing
industries. Mitigations: Reopening of
authorized shipping lanes under Iran/Oman
"smart control.”

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide ground
truth data on Iranian internal inflation or
civilian casualties resulting from IRGC's
own tactical decisions.
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* There is a lack of independent confirmation
regarding the F-35 tracking claim; modern
stealth technology is highly classified and
"locking" such an aircraft would be a
historic technological paradigm shift.

The "Makkah Joint Defense Agreement" is
mentioned as a formalized arrangement,

but its operational capacity (who
provides the troops/funding?) remains
unclear.

The specific legal basis for charging tolls
in a natural international strait (Hormuz) is
contested; the broadcast compares it to
Suez/Panama, but those are artificial, which
is a critical legal distinction.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Strategic Deception: The US military
"descent" and leadership purges may be a
deliberate maskirovka (deception) to lure
Iran into a false sense of security before a
massive, coordinated strike on its
subterranean missile facilities.

Economic Resilience Fallacy: While the
broadcast portrays Iran as self-sufficient,
the push to charge tolls and the extreme
focus on oil prices suggest that the Iranian
economy is under far more pressure than
state media acknowledges, and the toll
proposal is a desperate search for liquidity.

Black Swan: A Space Force strike that
disables Iranian/Chinese satellite
communications. This would instantly blind
the IRGC’s "smart control" and precision
missile systems, reversing the asymmetric
advantage overnight but risking a global
"space war."

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: Neutral nations should prepare
for a long-term "restricted zone" in Hormuz
and seek alternative overland corridors
(e.g., Iranian/regional highway networks
being rapidly built).

Economic: EU states must diversify energy
imports beyond the Hormuz/Babel Mandeb
choke points, as Italy's fragility is now a
national security threat.

Diplomatic: The US State Department
must address the detention of dual-
national journalists to prevent a total
breakdown of press freedom narratives.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain: Reroute all vessels around
Southern Africa for the foreseeable future;
the insurance hike to $11.50/barrel makes
Hormuz economically non-viable for non-
allied ships.

Regulatory: Tech companies must prepare
for further orbital weaponization
regulations as space becomes a hot
battlefield.

Capital Allocation: High volatility in
defense stocks related to munitions; the US
"five-year replenishment" timeline suggests
a long-term boom for military-industrial
producers despite internal Pentagon
purges.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Recent legislative and policy shifts indicate a
hardening of positions across all blocs. The
US is moving toward legal warfare against

internal

dissent and international critics,
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while Iran and regional allies are codifying * Resignation of US Army Secretary:
new maritime and security frameworks. Daniel Driscoll quit over clashes with

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED: Secretary Hegseth regarding the removal
of key generals.

« US War Powers Act of 1973: Cited as the * MQ1 Drone Shootdown: The IRGC
legal basis for potential impeachment of destroyed a US drone in the western part
Trump due to "going to war without of the Strait.
approval from Congress." « Tracking of F-35 Stealth Fighter:

e Israel's Veriticide Laws: Israeli Iranian air defenses claimed a lock on an
parliament reportedly passed laws F-35, forcing it to abandon its mission.
sentencing journalists (48 months) for » Nara Hamed Detention: A Press TV
"inciting against the army.” correspondent was arrested at a Bethlehem

e US Visa Policy: A new "vigorous" policy checkpoint by the IOF.
denies US visas to anyone who "foments » Makkah Joint Defense Agreement: A
hatred" by criticizing Israeli policy. new collective security pact between

Turkey, Pakistan, and Saudi Arabia.
* Pickaxe Mountain Allegations: US/

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

« IAFA 70th General Conference: The Israeli media reports on fortified missile
venue for a major electoral battle where and nuclear sites in Iranian mountains.
Iran secured its committee seat. * Syrian Fuel Protests: Demonstrations in

« JD Vance West Bank Visit: A diplomatic multiple cities after a 40% hike in diesel
event that reportedly failed to stabilize prices.
settler-Palestinian violence. * South Korean Anti-War Sentiment:

» Pezeshkian India Today Interview: The Gallup Korea polls show a majority of

Iranian President laid out the conditions for citizens oppose sending troops to the Strait

opening Hormuz. of Hormuz.
e US Impeachment Movement: Rep. Al

KEY STORIES Green filed impeachment charges against
Trump over war crimes and constitutional

* supertanker Al Gaiya Explosion: A violations.
vessel attempting an unauthorized transit * Venice Film Festival "NASA"
of the Strait of Hormuz struck naval mines Documentary: A prize-winning film about
and was engulfed in flames. civilian casualties in Gaza sparked an

Israeli investigation and calls for the
directors to be stripped of citizenship.

e Election of Iran to IAEA Committee:
Despite US opposition, Iran won a secret

ballot to join the 70th General Conference * Makan Nasiri Story: The disappearance
Committee. and presumed death of a seven-year-old

Iranian boy after a US missile strike on an
elementary school.

* Yemeni Liberation of Al-Mokha:
Ansarullah forces cleared Saudi-backed

militants from the strategic Red Sea port,

restoring basic services and prices.
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* Venezuela-US Oil Pact Betrayal: Claims
that Delcy Rodriguez negotiated an

agreement with the US Pentagon to exploit

17 oil fields, seen by some as a betrayal of
Chavismo.
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Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original

broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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