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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 15, 2026, marks a pivotal moment
of global geopolitical realignment and
intensifying energy warfare. The 18th BRICS
Summit in New Delhi has concluded with a
decisive push toward de-dollarization and
the creation of alternative financial
architectures to bypass Western sanctions.
This shift is occurring simultaneously with a
major escalation in Asia Occidental, where
Yemeni Houthi forces have successfully
targeted Saudi Arabian airbases, forcing Riad
to suspend oil exports to Europe. The
resulting surge in Brent crude to $110 per
barrel is placing acute pressure on global
supply chains already strained by a "Super El
Nino" event that is severely restricting
Panama Canal traffic and threatening food

security across the Americas.

In Latin America, a sharp ideological divide
has emerged between sovereignist
administrations and right-leaning
governments utilizing emergency powers. The

Colombian administration of Abelardo de la
Espriella and the Bolivian government of
Rodrigo Paz are both facing significant civil
unrest as they move to militarize domestic
order and implement IMF-mandated reforms.
Conversely, Venezuela and Brazil are
projecting stability through regional alliances
and technological sovereignty, even as they
navigate the fallout of natural disasters and
aggressive U.S. trade policies. The return of
Donald Trump to the U.S. presidency has
reintroduced high-intensity tariff warfare,
affecting Mexico and Canada, and further
driving the Global South toward the BRICS-
China-Russia axis.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Energy Sector Paralysis: Yemeni Houthi
(Ansar Allah) forces executed a large-scale
missile and drone attack on the King Khalid
airbase in Saudi Arabia, resulting in a
strategic suspension of crude shipments to
European markets and a significant spike in
global fuel prices.

* BRICS Financial Autonomy: The New
Delhi summit finalized a multilateral re-
insurance  mechanism  for
transport and a digital asset-backed
payment platform to circumvent the U.S.
dollar and SWIFT system.

maritime

* Colombian Constitutional Crisis:
President Abelardo de la Espriella has
triggered protests by
announcing a protocol allowing the police
to enter university campuses, a move
decried by students and legal experts as a

violation of university autonomy.

widespread
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* Bolivian State of Exception: President
Rodrigo Paz extended the national state of
exception for an additional 90 days to
secure IMF-required constitutional
changes, despite an 70% disapproval rating
and ‘'"empty pot" protests from labor
sectors.

e U.S. Tariff Offensive: The Trump
administration has invoked emergency
economic powers to impose 25% tariffs on
regional partners, forcing Mexico to deploy
10,000 National Guard troops for border
and fentanyl control to seek exemptions.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Yemen has expanded its military operations
to include the strategic capture of the
island of Mayun, granting them effective
control over the Bab el-Mandeb strait.

e The UN warned that U.S. and Israeli

"aggression" against Iran threatens over 4
trillion  dollars in  Arab
commitments.

economic

Macroeconomics & Trade

* Argentina's poverty rate has surpassed
30% interannually, driven by Milei-inspired
fiscal contractions and the removal of
energy subsidies.

* China is implementing its 15th Five-Year
Plan (2026-2030), focusing on stock market
inclusion and high-quality technological
development.

Climate & Extreme Weather

e Indicators detect unprecedented Pacific
Ocean warming, with 2027 projected to be
the hottest year on record, reaching 1.8°C
above pre-industrial levels.

* Colombia reports 558 municipalities at
maximum alert due to severe droughts and
water rationing caused by the Super El
Nifio.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The UN High-Level Advisory Body on Al
issued an urgent call for regulation, citing
existential risks and the monopolistic
control of AI by U.S.
corporations.

and Chinese

* BRICS connected platforms were launched

to facilitate technological sovereignty and

intellectual property sharing among
member states.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of the "Global Resistance" Bloc

A recurring narrative across the transcripts is
the framing of U.S. foreign policy as
"asymmetric warfare" through sanctions,
energy blockades, and currency
weaponization. In response, a coherent
"resistance" architecture is forming. This is
seen in Cuba’s denunciation of the energy
siege, Yemen's ‘"blockade for blockade"
strategy against Saudi Arabia, and the BRICS'
push for financial multipolarity. The
alignment of Iran, Russia, and China provides
the technological and military backbone for
this bloc, which increasingly attracts Latin
American nations seeking to hedge against
U.S. instability.

Militarized Neoliberalism in the Andes

A distinct trend is emerging in Colombia and
Bolivia, where right-leaning administrations
are using security pretexts to enforce
unpopular economic agendas. In Colombia,

the de la Espriella administration’s targeting
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of university students as "terrorists" mirrors
the Bolivian Rodrigo Paz administration’s use
of the state of exception to facilitate IMF-led
privatization. This indicates a shift toward
authoritarian governance as a mechanism to
suppress social friction resulting from
austerity.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Colombia: The administration is facing a
major legitimacy crisis. The university
entry protocol has unified student
movements, labor unions, and opposition
senators like Alejandro Ocampo, who
warned the policy would result in "dead
students." The refusal to purchase land for
the peace accord has further alienated the
campesino sector, which views the move as
a return to land dispossession.

Bolivia: Institutional decay is evident as
the government relies on the 90% support
of right-wing legislative factions to
maintain emergency powers. The economy
is suffering from acute fuel shortages and
price hikes, leading to urban protests that
the administration admits it fears will
overwhelm police and military forces.

Argentina: Social stability is fracturing as
poverty reaches 9.4 million people. The
Milei administration’s policies have caused
an 11.3% drop in beef consumption and a
housing crisis where 2.5 million young
adults cannot afford to leave their family
homes.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

* United States: The Trump administration
is portrayed as a chaotic and unilateral
actor. By imposing tariffs on Canada and
Mexico, = Washington has effectively
fractured the TMEC/USMCA integration,
pushing partners to seek bilateral deals
with China.

* China: Beijing is positioning itself as the
stable alternative to U.S. protectionism.
Through the "Siftis 2026" fair and the
BRICS Summit, China is expanding its
service and technology exports, moving
from a "world factory" to a "world R&D
hub."

* Yemen (Ansar Allah): Yemen has
transitioned from a localized insurgent
force to a regional maritime power,
capable of dictating global energy prices
and challenging Saudi-U.S. naval
dominance in the Red Sea.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is characterized
by high energy costs, trade protectionism, and
a shift toward sovereign supply chains. The
U.S. dollar's role as the primary reserve
currency is under sustained assault from
BRICS initiatives, while domestic economies
in Latin America struggle with inflationary
pressures and climate-driven disruptions.

Key Economic Vectors

* Oil Prices: Brent crude reached $110 per
barrel; WTI rose to $102.29 following the
Saudi export suspension.
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* Argentina Fiscal Crisis: Poverty at 30%;
AySA  privatization
government seeks to cut 28% in business
taxes while raising consumer rates.

* U.S. Debt & Inflation: National debt
exceeded $40 trillion in August 2026; U.S.
gasoline prices rose to $4.15/gallon due to
tariff impacts.

underway as the

* Panama Canal Constraints: Authorities
projected a 6.5% decrease in ship transits
for 2027 due to water shortages, impacting
global logistics.

* Venezuela Growth: 21
quarters of GDP expansion; 50% increase
in worker income reported for 2026.

consecutive

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

* Abelardo de la Espriella (Colombia):
Characterized as an authoritarian
"provocateur" whose presidency is
increasingly defined by the criminalization
of social protest and the bypass of
legislative norms via executive decree.

Rodrigo Paz (Bolivia): Facing a total
collapse of public mandate, he is described
as inept and fearful, relying entirely on
the military and state of exception to
hi . on.

Claudia Sheinbaum (Mexico): Framed as
a pragmatic sovereignist, balancing the
"blackmail" of U.S. tariffs with a domestic
agenda focused on welfare housing and
energy independence.

* Flavio Bolsonaro (Brazil): Emerging as
the ultraderechista challenger to Lula,
explicitly using Javier Milei’'s Argentine
shock therapy as his economic blueprint for
the 2026 elections.

* Narendra Modi (India): Positioning India
as the diplomatic bridge of the Global
South, hosting the BRICS summit to turn
block commitments into verifiable results.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network maintains a strong anti-
imperialist posture, prioritizing stories that
highlight U.S. aggression and the rise of the
Global South. The lead stories emphasize the
U.S. "energy blockade" against Cuba and the
Houthi "resistance" in Yemen. The tone is one
of urgency and defiance, framing the U.S. as
a declining hegemon whose desperate
measures (tariffs, sanctions) are only
accelerating its isolation. Significant airtime is
given to the BRICS Summit as a beacon of
hope for a new world order. Buried stories
include the specific details of Iranian internal
dissent or the nuances of the Saudi-Yemeni
peace process, which are simplified into a
binary struggle. A conspicuous omission is
the lack of critical analysis regarding Chinese
or Russian economic internal vulnerabilities,
which are portrayed as universally expanding.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is divided into a "Eje de
Resistencia" (Axis of Resistance) consisting of
Iran, Yemen, Cuba, and Venezuela, and an
"Eje de los Arrogantes" (Axis of Arrogants) led
by the U.S. and Israel.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as an unstable
bully and an "international outlaw" that
signs treaties in pencil only to erase them
later. "Estados Unidos parece firmar con
lapiz que... se borra luego esa firma" cites

analysts.
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* Yemen: Framed as heroic and HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
strategically brilliant, a nation of OUTLOOK
"barefoot warriors" defeating a global

superpower. "Los combatientes yemenies . Saudi-Houthi Fscalation: If Yemen

han demostrado... tener la valentia y la continues to blockade Saudi oil exports to

moral para combatir” claims the broadcast. Europe, the EU will likely face a severe

* Bolivia/Argentina: Depicted as energy crisis by Winter 2026, forcing a re-

cautionary tales of neoliberal collapse and evaluation of their support for the U.S.
authoritarian desperation. Middle East posture.

* Colombian Uprising: The de la Espriella

LEADERS administration's decision to militarize

. Donald Trump: Framed as a universities is likely to spark a national

strike that could lead to a declaration of a
full state of siege, further polarising the
2026 electoral cycle.

* BRICS Financial Pivot: The launch of a
digital asset-backed payment system in
New Delhi may trigger a sudden capital
flight from the U.S. dollar by late 2026 as
Global South nations move reserves to the
New Development Bank.

neocolonialist utilizing "blackmail and
coercion" to destabilize the region under
h i f tariffs.
* Fidel Castro: His historical legacy is
invoked as a guiding light for modern
anti-imperialist struggle in Vietnam and

Africa in archival segments.

INFORMATION WARFARE

ENVIRONMENT STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
e Narrative Seeding: The network is Short Term (1-4 Weeks):
actively seeding the concept of
"Sovereignty Sanitara" (Sanitary * Expect massive student mobilizations in
Sovereignty) to encourage the rejection of Bogota and Cali in response to the campus
Western pharmaceutical patents in favor of security protocols announced by de la
local production, specifically  citing Espriella.

Colombian and Cuban models. * Global oil prices will remain volatile above

* Disinformation Alert: The broadcast $100/barrel until Saudi export security is
warns against U.S. and Israeli attempts to ran Iranian mediation.
"instrumentalize" Kurdish factions in Iraq
to pressure Iran, framing these groups as
mere proxies of Washington.

Medium Term (1-6 Months):

* The Bolivian government will likely attempt

* Meta-Narrative: The central meta- to force constitutional changes through the

narrative is the "End of the Dollar," with extended state of exception to appease the
constant repetition of the 98% de- IMF, potentially leading to a constitutional
dollarization of Russian-BRICS trade as a court challenge.

fai mpli.
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* Mexico will deepen its military role in

border management to avoid permanent
U.S. tariffs ahead of the 2026 TMEC review.

Long Term (1-5 Years):

* The transition to a "multipolar cartography"
(Equal Earth projection) and new trade
routes (North-South Corridor via Iran) will

likely marginalize traditional Western

* Climate change will force structural shifts
in the global economy, as the 1.8°C
threshold is breached, causing permanent
disruptions to South American agriculture.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The day's reporting highlights five critical
risks where geopolitical and environmental
factors converge to create significant systemic
threats.

* Risk of Regional Energy Collapse:
Triggers: Continued Houthi strikes on
Saudi refineries and the closure of the Bab
el-Mandeb. Likelihood: High. Impact:

* Risk of Systemic Food Insecurity:

Triggers: Prolonged Pacific warming above
2.5°C threshold affecting fisheries and
crops. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe in
Mexico and Central America, leading to
increased migration. Mitigations:

Expansion of BRICS agriculture digital

networks for grain supply guarantees.

Risk of U.S. Regional Disconnection:
Triggers: Permanent 50% tariffs on Canada
and Mexico leading to a retaliatory trade
bloc. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Collapse of the North  American
manufacturing sector. Mitigations:
Negotiated settlements involving border
and precursor chemical controls.

Risk of AI-Driven Critical
Infrastructure Failure: Triggers: Lack of
global standards allowing a "fracturing" of
communications initiative-taking Al
systems. Likelihood: Low-Moderate
(Rising). Impact: Potential loss of water,
heat, and financial services to entire
populations. Mitigations: Global treaty on

Al safety as proposed by the UN.

Catastrophic for European economies and
global logistics.  Mitigations: = Urgent

Iranian-Omani mediation to secure
maritime corridors.

Risk of Colombian Civil Unrest:
Triggers: The death of a student during a
police entry into a university campus under
new protocols. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Destabilization of the Andean
region and potential spillover into border
areas. Mitigations: Judicial intervention by
the Colombian Constitutional Court to
strike down the protocol.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Critical information remains missing for a
complete assessment of the day's gravity,
primarily due to the network's selective
reporting focus.

* The internal economic costs for Iran
and Yemen of sustaining high-intensity
regional conflict are not detailed, making
their long-term resilience difficult to

quantify despite military successes.
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* There is a lack of information on the Saudi
Arabian response to the oil suspension
beyond the cancellation of exports; no data
on Riad's counter-offensive plans or
diplomatic concessions is provided in the
Yemeni segments.

The technical feasibility of the BRICS

* Black Swan: The AI Singularity Strike:

A non-state actor or a "rogue" Al system

could trigger a mass outage of global
energy grids while state actors are

distracted by the Saudi-Yemeni -conflict,
leading to a catastrophic global blackout
that neither bloc is prepared to manage.

digital asset platform remains unverified;
the transcripts discuss it as a policy goal
without detailing the underlying blockchain
or central bank digital currency (CBDC)

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

architecture necessary for implementation. For Statecraft/Public Sector:
* The specifics of the June 24 Venezuelan S itv: Nati ¢ v di .
earthquake (magnitude, epicentre, ecurity: Nations must urgently diversify

energy imports away from the Bab el-
Mandeb corridor and invest in counter-
drone technology to protect critical
infrastructure.

casualty counts) are minimized in favor of
reporting on the "resilient reconstruction"

and UN cooperation led by Delcy

Rodri Z.

e Economic: Central banks should

accelerate studies into non-dollar clearing
systems to mitigate the risk of secondary

U.S. sanctions.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* Diplomatic: Small and medium-sized
nations should utilize the UN's High-Level
Advisory Body on Al to ensure they are not
left behind in the development of ethical Al
standards.

e The Trump Tariff Bluff: Rather than a
collapse of TMEC, the U.S. tariff offensive
may be a short-term high-pressure
tactic intended to force Mexico into
becoming a permanent "buffer state" for
migration and fentanyl, which Mexico may
eventually accept to preserve its

manufacturing base despite the rhetoric.

* BRICS Expansion Overreach: The
diversity of the BRICS Plus members (e.g.,
Iran vs. Saudi Arabia) may lead to internal
paralysis when faced with actual crisis
management, meaning the bloc remains a
"talking shop" while U.S. economic
dominance persists via private sector
influence.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain: Logisticians should re-route
maritime shipments around the Cape of
Good Hope if the Saudi-Yemeni conflict
persists for more than 14 days.

* Regulatory: Companies operating in
Colombia and Bolivia must prepare for
labor strikes and supply disruptions related
to the state of exception and university
protests.
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* Capital Allocation: Investment in Green

Hydrogen and South-South technology joint
ventures (particularly in China and India)
offers higher growth potential than U.S.
manufacturing exposed to tariff volatility.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity across the featured
nations reflects a tension between emergency
executive power and the attempt to codify
new sovereign protections for biodiversity and
technology.

e« BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Colombia University Security
Protocol: A new executive measure

allowing police entry to campuses to
identify "terrorists" during protests.
c Bolivia State of Exception Extension:

A 90-day extension of emergency powers
to implement economic reforms

demanded by the IMF.

° Venezuela Great Felines Law:
Legislation signed by Delcy Rodriguez to

protect jaguars, pumas, and ocelots in

the Amazon and Guayana regions.

o U.S. Emergency Economic Powers
Act (Invoked): Used by Trump to
bypass Congress and impose 25% tariffs

on Mexico, Canada, and Brazil.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o 18th BRICS Summit New Delhi: High-
level sessions focused on de-dollarization
and global health resiliance.

o UN AI Advisory Meeting: Discussion
on regulating existential risks from

advanced Al systems.

o PDNA Venezuela Report: Handover of
the UN's post-disaster needs assessment

for the June 24 earthquake recovery.

KEY STORIES

* Yemen Attacks Saudi Airbase: Houthi

forces used drones and missiles to target

the King Khalid airbase, leading to a halt in

Saudi oil exports to Europe.

Saudi Arabia Suspends QOil to Europe:
Riad announces an indefinite suspension of
crude shipments to EU nations due to
regional tensions and infrastructure
damage.

BRICS Summit Concludes in New
Delhi: The 18th summit established a non-
dollar financial platform and a maritime re-
insurance mechanism for member states.

Bolivia Extends State of Exception:
President Rodrigo Paz maintains
emergency rule for 90 days to enforce IMF-
mandated economic liberalization.

Colombia University Protocol Sparks
Protest: President de la Espriella’s move to

militarize campuses faces fierce resistance

from students and political opposition.

Trump Imposes 25% Tariffs: The U.S.

President triggers a trade war with

regional partners to for rder
n ions.

* Argentina Poverty Surge: The

interannual poverty rate hits 30% as Milei’s
fiscal shock therapy depletes household
purchasing power.

Cuba Denounces U.S. Energy Siege:
Canciller Bruno Rodriguez reports 7,000
food and medicine containers held in
foreign ports due to U.S. pressure on
shipping companies.

UN Issues Al Existential Risk Warning:

The Secretary-General’s advisory body calls
for urgent regulation of AI to prevent

global infrastructure collapses.
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* Super El Nino Climate Alarm: WMO

warns of 1.8°C warming and severe
impacts on global agriculture and the
Panama Canal by 2027.

* Venezuela Post-Earthquake Recovery:
The government receives the UN-led
assessment for rebuilding after the June 24
double earthquake in La Guaira.

Mexico Independence Celebrations: The
nation celebrates 216 years of
independence amid a renewed focus on
cultural charreria and housing for the poor.

Brazil 2026 Election Mobilization: Lula
leads massive rallies in 26 states while
Flavio Bolsonaro adopts Milei’s economic
platform.

OPEP 66th Anniversary: Member nations
celebrate the stabilization of oil markets
and the legacy of Hugo Chéavez and Juan
Pablo Pérez Alfonzo.

* Iran-Oman Maritime Accord: The two
nations agree on Ormuz Strait corridors to
ensure safe navigation despite Saudi-
Yemeni hostilities.

* China Siftis 2026 Fair: Beijing showcases
Al and services innovation, attracting
investment from Norway and Australia.

Linfoma Awareness Day: Global

initiatives mark September 15 as a day for
early detection of lymphatic cancer.

Russian Youth Summit Ecaterimburgo:

Over 10,000 delegates from 191 countries

gather to discuss a multipolar technological
future.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly

applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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