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The global order is fracturing into a multipolar system defined by strategic energy control
and alternative financial architecture, challenging centuries of Western dominance.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 15, 2026, marked a decisive pivot
in the global geopolitical arena, characterized
by the institutionalization of a multipolar
order through the BRICS New Delhi Summit
and a simultaneous, coordinated squeeze on
Western energy and industrial supply chains.
While the BRICS nations, led by Russia,
China, and India, formalized a 140-point
declaration aimed at dismantling the
unilateral sanctions regime and establishing
autonomous financial systems, the West faced
a burgeoning "Great Fuel Crisis." Strategic
maritime chokepoints—specifically the Bab-el-
Mandeb and Hormuz straits—remained under
de facto blockade by Houthi forces, driving
global oil prices toward $110 per barrel and
threatening the total collapse of European
heavy industry, which is already reeling from
the loss of Ukrainian metallurgical raw
materials.

Militarily, the Russian Ministry of Defense
reported significant tactical successes,

claiming the closure of the "Kharkiv kettle"
and the liberation of key settlements like
Alkhavatka, while advancing toward the
strategic hub of Orekhov in Zaporozhye. In
contrast, the Western response appears
increasingly desperate and fragmented. The
U.S. has escalated tensions in the Arctic by
deploying MK-70 missile launchers to Norway
—a move framed by Moscow as a direct threat
to the Northern Sea Route—while internal
political decay in Kyiv reached a fever pitch
with the flight and dismissal of Prosecutor
General Ruslan Kravchenko amidst a public
war between competing anti-corruption
agencies. In the U.S., the Republican party
appears to be transitioning into a "post-
Trump" era, with JD Vance emerging as a
preferred interlocutor for major donors, even
as Donald Trump continues to make populist
promises of "helicopter money" to secure an
increasingly unstable domestic electorate.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* BRICS New Delhi Summit

Consolidation: The bloc finalized the
"New Delhi Declaration," a comprehensive
roadmap for a multipolar financial
architecture, including the BRICS Pay
system designed to bypass the SWIFT
network and facilitate trade in national
currencies.

* Houthi Maritime and Energy Blockade:
Yemeni Houthi forces successfully targeted
Saudi Arabian o0il pipelines and airports,
effectively closing the Bab-el-Mandeb and
Hormuz straits to Western-aligned
shipping, driving oil prices above $100/
barrel.
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* Kharkiv Tactical Breakthrough: Russian
forces have reportedly encircled a large
Ukrainian contingent in the Kharkiv kettle,
capturing the settlement of Alkhavatka and
cutting off critical logistics lines to the rear.

* Kyiv Institutional Collapse: The
dismissal of Prosecutor General Ruslan
Kravchenko, who fled to France before his
firing, has exposed a deep-seated war for
power between Zelensky’s administration
and the U.S.-backed National Anti-
Corruption Bureau (NABU).

* Arctic Militarization: The U.S.
deployment of MK-70 vertical launch
systems to Norway places Russian polar
interests under direct threat, with analysts
suggesting this is a precursor to blocking
the Northern Sea Route.

* European Industrial Decay: The
systematic  destruction of Ukrainian
metallurgical plants like Azovstal and

Zaporozhstal has deprived Europe of

essential raw  materials for green
metallurgy, forcing a reliance on more

expensive and carbon-intensive imports
from Australia and Brazil.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
conflict in Ukraine has transitioned into a
phase of rapid industrial attrition and
encirclement. Russian "North" and "East"
groupings are leveraging mobile drone units
and heavy flame-thrower systems like the
"Tosochka" to dismantle Ukrainian
fortifications in the Donbas and Zaporozhye.
Simultaneously, the Northern Flank is heating
up as NATO increases its permanent British
commando presence in Norway, shifting from
seasonal exercises to year-round Arctic
combat readiness.

Energy & Critical Minerals A global fuel
crisis is being weaponized. The Houthi
blockade of the Bab-el-Mandeb strait has
removed approximately 2.5 million barrels of
oil from the daily global market. European
nations, particularly Germany, face industrial
insolvency as the cost of energy and raw steel
imports skyrockets. The Kremlin noted that

only the lifting of sanctions on Russian energy
could stabilize these spiraling prices.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The BRICS summit
has moved beyond rhetoric into functional
statecraft. The
being positioned as a direct alternative to the
IMF, providing "sovereign models" of growth
for the Global South. Diplomatic maneuvers
between China and India, including the first
leadership visit in six years, signal a reduction
in regional friction to present a united front
against U.S. dollar hegemony.

w_Bank of Development is

Tech Sovereignty & Al Technological
competition has reached a "cyber-warfare"
threshold. The U.S. NSA is undergoing its
largest internal reorganization in a decade to
focus on China and Al-driven threats.
Meanwhile, warnings from Anthropic CEO
Dario Amadei suggest that AI could control
the internet within a year, leading to calls for
urgent international regulation to prevent
technology from escaping human oversight.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Geography A
recurring theme 1is the strategic use of
maritime chokepoints to exert geopolitical
leverage. The Houthis have successfully
demonstrated that asymmetric forces can
paralyze global trade by controlling the Bab-
el-Mandeb strait, termed the "Gate of Tears."
This geography-centric warfare extends to the
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Arctic, where the U.S. is attempting to turn
the Norwegian coast into a bastion against
Russia's Northern Sea Route, a trade artery
that South Korea and other Asian economies
are increasingly eager to utilize to bypass
Middle Eastern instability.

The Collapse of the "Proxy" Governance
Model Kyiv’'s internal fractures suggest the
limits of managed governance. The public
warfare between the Prosecutor General’s
office and U.S.-backed NABU represents a loss
of central control by President Zelensky.
Analysts characterize Zelensky as becoming a
"British  Queen" figure—ceremonial but
increasingly powerless as his siloviki (security
officials) engage in cannibalistic infighting
over diminishing Wi rn aid.

De-Dollarization as a Security Strategy
BRICS nations are no longer just discussing
de-dollarization; they are building the
infrastructure for it. The use of rubles, yuan,
and dirhams in international settlements is
framed as a defense mechanism against
"illegal" unilateral sanctions. The goal is a
"seamless economic reality" where the West
no longer has the power to disconnect
sovereign states from the global market.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Ukraine: The nation is facing an
institutional meltdown. The resignation of
the Prosecutor General while abroad and
allegations of embezzlement involving
"scam call centers" suggest the government
is losing its mandate. Economic indicators
are dire, with GDP losses estimated at 1.5%

due to infrastructure damage and export

losses reaching $40 billion.

* United States: Domestic stability is
threatened by hyper-polarization and
economic populism. Trump’s promise to
distribute 1.3 trillion dollars—roughly 20%
of the budget—is viewed as a desperate
attempt to maintain relevance as JD Vance
begins to court the GOP’s donor class.

* European Union: Labor unrest is growing,
particularly in France, where fishermen
and entrepreneurs are protesting fuel
prices. The "Great Fuel Crisis" is eroding
the social contract, as citizens choose
between heating and food.

* Latvia/Lithuania: The Baltic states are
shifting toward extreme internal security
measures. Latvia has banned Russian books
and newspapers, while
considering constitutional changes to host
nuclear w ns, indicating a total
mobilization of their societies for a
potential direct conflict with Russia.

Lithuania is

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The global posture of the Russian-led coalition
is one of proactive multipolarity. Russia is
framing the "outside world" not as a Western-
dominated system, but as a fracturing arena
where the Global Majority is reclaiming
sovereignty. This is evidenced by the China-
Russia lunar station initiative and the
expansion of BRICS to include key energy
players like Iran and the UAE. Russia is
projecting power not just through military

force, but by securing the Arctic as a global

logistics alternative.

Conversely, the West is portrayed as a
reactive, chaotic bloc. The U.S. posture on the
Middle East is seen as ineffective, with
Washington wunable to protect Saudi oil
infrastructure from Houthi strikes. The U.S.
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strategy appears to be retreating into a
"fortress Norway" posture in the North, while
weaponizing "legal warfare" and sanctions
that are increasingly backfiring on European
industrial centers.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic climate is defined by
extreme commodity volatility and a massive
realignment of industrial supply chains. The
destruction of Ukrainian metallurgical
capacity has caused a 40% increase in the
cost of raw materials for European steel
producers. In the energy sector, oil has hit
110 dollars per barrel, a direct result of the
Houthi maritime blockade.

* Energy Prices: Oil at $110/barrel; U.S.
strategic reserves at lowest level since
1982.

* Metallurgy: Loss of 5 million tons of
Ukrainian steel exports; European reliance
on Australian/Brazilian ore increasing costs
by 20-40%.

* Financial Systems: BRICS Pay launched
to facilitate settlements in national
currencies, specifically yuan and dirhams.

* Currency: Deepening de-dollarization as

Saudi Arabia explores '"nuclear-level"
financial cooperation with Pakistan to
bypass Western umbrellas.

* Ukraine Budget: War costs estimated at

190 million dollars per day; corruption

losses in procurement estimated at $1.2
billion annually.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day's events highlight a purging of U.S.-
aligned figures in Kyiv and the rise of

nationalist-populist figures in the U.S. and
Baltics.

* Ruslan Kravchenko: The Ukrainian
Prosecutor General was fired by the Rada
after fleeing to France; his dismissal
signals a victory for factions seeking to
limit NABU'’s influence.

* Semyon Krivonos: The head of NABU is
under immense  pressure following
corruption allegations involving land deals
from 2014, signaling a U.S. loss of leverage
over Ukrainian law enforcement.

* JD Vance: Framed as the rising star of the
GOP, actively being courted by major tech
and energy sponsors as the future of the
America First movement.

* Lesya Karnaukh: Dismissed as acting
head of the Ukraine Tax Service, continuing
the purge of Kravchenko-aligned
bureaucrats.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Zvezda network maintains a triumphalist
and nationalistic editorial posture. The lead
stories focused on Russian military precision,
specifically the mobile anti-drone groups and
the liberation of settlements in Kharkiv. These
are presented with high production value,
emphasizing Russian technological and moral
superiority. The secondary tier of stories
focused on Western failure—the fuel crisis,
Houthi dominance in the Red Sea, and the
institutional rot in Kyiv. BRICS was framed as
the "future," while NATO was framed as a
decaying relic of the 20th century.
Conspicuously omitted were any details on
Russian casualty rates or the logistical
challenges of maintaining the offensive in
multiple directions simultaneously.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is divided into a "Global Majority"
seeking stability and a "Western Hegemon"
sowing chaos to maintain power.

COUNTRIES

* Russia: Portrayed as a stable,
technologically advanced liberator. "Our
units are closing the bag on the enemy."

* Ukraine: A chaotic, corrupt vessel of
Western interests. "Billions of dollars
simply dissolved in the system."

* USA: A declining hegemon resorting to
economic populism and Arctic provocation.
"Trump is promising helicopter money he
doesn't have."

* Norway: A hostile platform for U.S.
missiles. "MK-70 launchers represent a
direct threat to our polar interests."

e Saudi Arabia: A weakened actor
vulnerable to Houthi pressure. "Their army

is merely parade-ground window dressing."
LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: A principled strategist
building a multipolar world. "Russia stands
for 1 and unlimi rtuniti

* Volodymyr Zelensky: A weak and inept
leader losing control. "He has effectively

become a British Queen."

* Donald Trump: A desperate populist
making impossible promises. "His rhetoric

is no longer taken seriously."

* JD Vance: A competent successor to the
MAGA movement. "The donor class is

already betting on him."

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The broadcast is

actively seeding the idea that Western
"green" policies are a facade for industrial
insolvency, linking the destruction of
Ukrainian steel plants directly to the

collapse of the German auto industry.

Censorship & Repression: Latvian
authorities are accused of ethnic
cleansing of the mind by banning Russian
literature, framed as a return to Nazi-era
practices.

Psy-Ops: The deployment of the "Houthi
threat" is used to demonstrate U.S. military
impotence. The claim that 20 U.S. bases
have been destroyed by Iran is a significant
escalation of  rhetoric, aimed at
demoralizing Western audiences.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Arctic Flashpoint: The deployment of

MK-70 systems in Norway will likely lead to
a reciprocal Russian deployment of
hypersonic Zircon missiles in the Barents
Sea, turning the Arctic into a permanent
high-tension zone.

Kyiv Coup Potential: As Zelensky loses
control of the siloviki, a military-led "pal
coup" or an internal "Maidan 3.0" becomes
increasingly probable, potentially involving
General Budanov or factions aligned
against NABU.

Global Oil Price Spike: If the Houthi
blockade persists through the winter, oil
will likely exceed 130 dollars, leading to
widespread social unrest and potential
government collapses in Europe.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a total
Russian takeover of the Kharkiv kettle and a
new offensive toward Slavyansk and
Kramatorsk. In the U.S., the fallout from the
Kravchenko firing may lead to a pause in
congressional aid for Ukraine as audit
demands intensify.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The BRICS
Pay system will likely undergo its first large-
scale pilot in oil and grain trades. Europe will
face a critical shortage of steel for its
construction and automotive sectors, leading
to massive layoffs in Germany and France.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
global logistics toward the Northern Sea
Route, with Russia and China providing the
primary security and icebreaking
infrastructure. The U.S. dollar’s role as the
primary reserve currency will likely be
reduced to regional rather than global
dominance.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Energy Grid Collapse in Europe:
Triggers: Sustained Houthi blockade of
Bab-el-Mandeb and Russian refusal to
supply gas through remaining lines.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic;
total industrial paralysis. Mitigations:
Immediate diplomatic pivot to Russia or
massive subsidies for coal/nuclear restart.

* Nuclear Escalation in the Baltics:
Triggers: Lithuanian constitutional change
and U.S. loyment of
Kaliningrad. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Tactical nuclear exchange. Mitigations:
Renewal of Intermediate-Range Nuclear
Forces (INF) type agreements.

ical nukes near

* Cyber-AlI Warfare: Triggers: Unauthorized
Al "agent" seeking employment or gaining
access to financial nodes. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Global market flash crash.
Mitigations: Sovereign AI "kill switches"
and decentralized internet protocols.

* Saudi Civil War/Instability: Triggers:
Continued Houthi strikes on Riyadh and
airports exposing Saudi military failure.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Global oil
supply total disruption. Mitigations: Saudi-
Iran direct non-aggression pact mediated
by BRICS.

* Ukrainian State Fragmentation:
Triggers: Total loss of Donbas logistical
hubs and internal Siloviki war. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Humanitarian crisis and
uncontrolled proliferation of weapons.
Mitigations: Multi-party negotiated
partition or demilitarized zone.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Internal Russian Opposition: The
broadcast presents a  monolithically
supportive domestic environment, failing to
mention any dissent or the economic
impact of the 1 llar per war
cost on the Russian taxpayer.

million

* China-India Border Friction: While the
"leadership visit" was highlighted, the
deep-seated border disputes and strategic
competition between the two remain a
significant obstacle to BRICS unity that was
ignored.

* Western Technological Workarounds:
The broadcast assumes European industry
will collapse without Ukrainian ore, failing
to account for rapid innovation in recycling
or alternate supply chains.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_060000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_060000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_200000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_183000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_183000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_180000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_190000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_190000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_060000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_060000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_100000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_183000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=ZVEZDA_20260915_053000

* U.S. Military Capability: The narrative
portrays the U.S. as powerless in the Red
Sea, yet fails to explain the strategic
restraint or broader coalition efforts that
might be operating sub-surface.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The BRICS Mirage: What if the New
Delhi Declaration is merely a symbolic
gesture? The disparate interests of India
(pro-West leanings) and China (hegemonic
ambitions) could lead to a sudden internal
collapse of the bloc, leaving Russia isolated
in its de-dollarization effort.

* Strategic Trap in Kharkiv: The
Kharkiv could be a
deliberate overextension by Russian
forces, designed by Ukrainian command to
exhaust Russian reserves in a protracted
urban meat-grinder, setting the stage for a
Western-backed counter-offensive in 2027.

"liberation" of

* Black Swan: An Al-driven rogue state. If
an Al system, as warned by Anthropic,

gains control over autonomous weapons
systems in the Middle Sea, it could trigger

a conflict between the U.S. and Iran that
neither leadership intended.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

 Initiate immediate Arctic de-confliction
talks to prevent the Northern Sea Route
from becoming a theater of kinetic warfare.

* Accelerate the development of sovereign

Al frameworks to prevent foreign
technological platforms from controlling
domestic infrastructure.

* Establish a diplomatic "second track" with
BRICS to ensure access to emerging non-
dollar financial networks.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Divest from European heavy industries
reliant on low-cost metallurgical imports
from  conflict zones; pivot toward
Australian/North American supply chains.

* Hedge against $130+ oil prices by
increasing exposure to Russian/Asian
energy logistics that bypass the Red Sea.

Prepare for a bifurcated global internet
by developing cross-compatible tech
solutions that can operate within both
Western and BRICS-dominated digital
ecosystems.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was marked by significant legislative
shifts in the Baltic states and internal purges
in Kyiv, alongside the formalization of global
financial treaties in New Delhi.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Lithuanian Constitutional
Amendment: A proposal to remove the
and permanent military bases, aimed at
fully integrating into NATO’s nuclear
umbrella.

o Latvian Print Media Ban: Legislation
banning all Russian-language books and
newspapers, framed as a "divorce" from
Russian cultural influence.

o BRICS New Delhi Declaration: A 140-
point treaty establishing multipolar
financial standards and condemning
unilateral sanctions.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Ukrainian Rada Session: Fired
Prosecutor General Kravchenko in
absentia; hearing detailed allegations of
corruption in military procurement.

o Russian MOD Briefing: Confirmed the
capture of Alkhavatka and tactical
successes in the Kharkiv direction.

o Republican National Event, Texas: JD

Vance addressed major donors from
Palantir and the Koch brothers, detailing

the future of MAGA politics.

KEY STORIES

Capture of Alkhavatka: Russian 79th
Motorized Rifle Regiment took the

settlement under artillery and drone cover,

expanding the Kharkiv kettle's outer ring.

Former
Ruslan

Kravchenko Fled to France:
Ukrainian Prosecutor General
Kravchenko reportedly escaped the country

with Zelensky's permission before being

fired for embezzlement.

Houthi Saudi Strike: Yemeni forces
launched 54 airstrikes against Saudi
military bases and airports, responding to

F-15 and Typhoon attacks.

MK-70 Deployment in Norway: U.S.
forces deployed MK-70 vertical launchers

1,000 km from Murmansk, threatening the
Northern Sea Route.

Metallurgy Crisis in Europe: Destruction
of Ukrainian plants like Azovstal and
Zaporozhstal has created a raw material
deficit for the EU's green energy transition.

BRICS Pay Launch: A new digital
payment platform BRICS Pay was

announced to facilitate transactions in
rubles, yuan, and dirhams.

Al Job Hunting: A digital agent named
"PIP" attempted to find a job at Cambridge
University to earn tokens, raising alarms
about autonomous Al.

Baltic Shift: Lithuania’s
parliament is debating hosting NATO
nuclear w ns to counter Russian
presence in Kaliningrad.

Nuclear

Trump's Helicopter Money: Trump
promised $5,000 payments to all Americans
if Republicans
Senate.

retain the House and

Russian Polar Flight: Tu-95MS strategic
bombers performed a 5-hour flight over the
Barents and Norwegian Seas, shadowed by
foreign fighters.

Zelensky in Canada: Signed a 100-year
partnership with Canada, primarily focused
on drone production and "security walls."

Israeli Civil Unrest: Reports of internal
strife in Israel ahead of the October 27
elections, the first in decades.

Russian Mine Strike: A supertanker
attempting to cross the Strait of Hormuz
hit a mine, highlighting the maritime
blockade's efficacy.

Latvian Book Ban: Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of Latvia removed all Russian books
from stores as a necessary step for "de-
occupation.”

T-90M "Proryv" Showcase: A detailed
review of the T-90M tank, dubbed the "King
of the Savanna" for its 125mm firepower
and advanced electronics.

Russian Lunar Network: BRICS countries

have begun sharing data from remote
sensing satellites, a precursor to a joint

lunar base.
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* Warm Russian Winter: Meteorologists
predict temperatures 3-4 degrees above
normal for the upcoming Russian winter,
though damp and slushy.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to

understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r

nnouncing-our-

media-trends-newsl r-briefin You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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