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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The strategic landscape of September 17-18,
2026, is defined by a comprehensive
"remontada" against American and Israeli
influence in West Asia, as Iran and its regional
allies leverage asymmetric military victories
to dismantle decades of U.S. security
architecture. The convergence of events
suggests a terminal decline in the unipolar
world order, evidenced by Russia and China's
unprecedented vetoes at the UN Security
Council and the failure of U.S. missile
defenses to protect critical logistics hubs.
Domestic instability within the United States,
characterized by record-high fuel prices and
an unpopular war, is creating a feedback loop
where military failures abroad exacerbate
economic suffering at home, further isolating
the Trump administration from its own
electorate and traditional European allies.

A central theme of the day is the dual-corridor
maritime crisis. Iran's closure of the Strait of
Hormuz has been compounded by

Ansarullah’s territorial gains near Babel
Mandeb, effectively placing a double lock on
global energy supplies. The failure of Saudi
Arabia's east-west pipeline as a strategic
bypass has forced Riyadh into a humiliating
position of seeking Israeli military aid, an
alignment that threatens the  Saudi
monarchy’s domestic and regional legitimacy.
Meanwhile, Iran is moving from a defensive
posture to an offensive one, utilizing advanced
anti-ship ballistic missiles to force the U.S.
Navy further into the Indian Ocean, signaling
a paradigm shift in naval warfare where
traditional carrier strike groups have become
liabilities rather than assets.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Blockade
Iranian

» Total Maritime
Implementation: The
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) has
formalized a ‘'restricted zone" covering
1,500 kilometers from the Gulf of Oman to
the northern Persian Gulf, utilizing the
Kasim Baseir anti-ship missile to neutralize
U.S. naval incursions. Simultaneously,
Ansarullah has seized strategic positions
near Mokha, creating a secondary
chokehold on the Red Sea.

* U.S. Military Hardware Attrition: Iran
reported downing its rd M R r
drone, representing roughly 25% of the
total U.S. fleet. Additionally, the capture of
an Anduril Dive-LD smart submersible
has exposed vulnerabilities in U.S.
underwater surveillance networks.

* Saudi Strategic Collapse: The shutdown
of the east-west crew pipeline after
multiple strikes has nullified Riyadh’s
primary alternative to the Strait of Hormuz,
leading to reports that Muhammad bin
Salman is seeking Israeli intervention to
protect oil infrastructure.
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* Systemic Targeting of Media: The Israeli
military has abducted Press TV West Bank
correspondent Naga Hamed, part of a
broader campaign that has seen 38
journalists detained in the West Bank and
hundreds killed in Gaza, aimed at
maintaining an information blackout on
humanitarian crises.

* U.S. Economic Destabilization: The
Federal Reserve raised interest rates to 4%
for the first time in three years to combat
inflation, while gasoline prices in California
reached ten dollars per gallon, sparking
domestic calls for the impeachment of
President Trump.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization The
conflict has transitioned into a "war of
attrition" where Iran’s asymmetric tactics—
topography and underground
facilities—have rendered U.S. regional bases
largely non-functional. The use of 2,000-pound
bombs by Israel in densely populated areas of
Gaza and Lebanon continues despite a failed
U.S.-brokered ceasefire, with Democratic
lawmakers now threatening to block further
munitions sales to the Trump administration.

utilizing

Macroeconomics & Trade The U.S. is
attempting "Operation Economic Outcast," a
severe sanctions package targeting 60+
entities to exfixiate the Iranian regime.
However, market analysts suggest this has
backfired, driving Brent Crude over $104 per
barrel and threatening the petrodollar
system as nations in the global south seek
alternative financial frameworks through the
BRICS system.

Information Warfare & Disinformation A
significant delta exists between official U.S.
narratives and ground realities. While Fox

News reports 1 mission ,
independent  reports and even the
manufacturer of the captured submersible
have contradicted Central Command
(CENTCOM). Iran is countering this with a
"narrative of resilience," citing 200 nights of

continuous street presence as evidence of
national unity against foreign aggression.

Diplomacy & Statecraft The formation of
the Makkah Joint Defense Agreement
(Pakistan, Turkey, Saudi Arabia) signals a new
regional framework for collective security that
explicitly excludes outside powers. Iran is
leveraging this, alongside high-level
consultations in China and Russia, to build a
multipolar coalition that views U.S. war efforts
as inherently illegal.

Supply Chain Resilience & Logistics The
transportation sector in Gaza is nearing 70%
collapse due to a lack of tires and spare parts,
forcing residents to use makeshift carts.
Globally, the dual closure of the Red Sea and
Persian Gulf could affect one-third of all
container traffic, potentially pushing oil
toward $200 per barrel.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The End of Uninterceptible Stealth The
tracking of a U.S. F-35 by Iranian integrated
air defenses, resulting in a "weapons quality
lock," suggests that the technological gap the
U.S. relied wupon has vanished. The
abandonment of a mission by one of the
world's most advanced aircraft indicates that
"stealth" is no longer "invisible" when faced
with networked sensing systems, forcing a re-
evaluation of U.S. air superiority doctrines.

Regional Remontada and Post-Petrodollar
Realignment A trend of ‘"geopolitical
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humiliation" is emerging for traditional U.S.
allies. Saudi Arabia's inability to protect its
own o0il infrastructure despite billions in
western armaments is driving a desperate
pivot toward Israel, which analysts suggest
will erode the monarchy's legitimacy.
Simultaneously, nations like Pakistan and
Turkey are increasingly aligning with Iran’s
vision of a region managed by regional actors,
moving toward a "Global South self-reliance"
that bypasses Western financial
institutions.

The Weaponization of Grief and Civilians
as Strategy The narrative strategy in Iranian
and Gazan reporting has shifted toward
documenting the long-term human
consequences of strikes, such as "death by
grief" for survivors like Elham Sadiqgi. This
theme frames U.S.-Israeli military actions not
as strategic strikes but as state terrorism
designed to break the national psyche, which
Iran is countering by turning mourning into
sustained political mobilization on the
streets.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

United States: The "King" vs. The
Constitution The Trump administration is
facing a severe loss of mandate, with 67% of
Americans reportedly opposed to the war.
Internal friction between the White House and
the Federal Reserve, as well as the House of
Representatives’ vote to invoke the War
Powers Act, points to an institutional decay
where the executive branch is perceived as
acting like a "lawless king." The offer of a
"Trump Dividend" of $5,000 per adult for a
Republican win is being characterized as a
desperate bribe to a population racked by
31% inflation since 2019.

Iran: The 200-Night Social Pattern Unlike
traditional wartime societies that retreat from
public spaces, Iranian society has integrated
nightly gatherings into its social fabric. Over
56% of the population has reportedly
participated in these rallies, which serve as a
psychological deterrent by demonstrating
that the war has failed to stop social life or
create the expected internal divisions.

Israel: Paranoia and Immorality Internal
Israeli divisions are being exacerbated by the
success of the film "Naza," which documents
war crimes in Gaza. The Israeli government’s
extraordinary paranoia regarding independent
journalism and European boycotts is driving a
more aggressive and immoral military
posture, which former officials warn is taking
the entity into an "abyss in hell."

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Shield Russia and China
have moved from rhetorical support to active
obstruction of U.S. goals at the UN. By
vetoing the extension of the sanctions
monitoring panel, they have signaled that
Resolution 2231 is dead, effectively ending
the legal basis for international sanctions on
Iran's nuclear program. This "multipolar
shield" allows Iran to expand its nuclear and
pharmaceutical industries despite Western
pressure.

European Paralysis European states are
portrayed as anxious spectators, unable to
influence Washington while suffering the most
from energy shocks. Germany, in particular, is
criticized for a "guilt complex" that leads to
the appeasement of bullies, while its
chancellor is framed as an administrator of an
"occupied military colony."
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THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is facing a period of high
volatility driven by the disruption of critical
maritime corridors and the exhaustion of
Western military-industrial capacity. Market
sentiment is bearish toward the U.S. dollar as
fuel prices threaten to trigger a systemic
collapse of logistics networks dependent on
diesel.

* Energy Prices: Brent Crude is trading at

$104 per barrel; diesel average is over $6
per gallon nationally in the U.S.

* Monetary Policy: U.S. Federal Reserve
hiked rates by 25 basis points to a 3.75%-
4% range; U.S. bond rates have crossed
5%, the highest since 2007.

* Economic Sanctions: "Operation
Economic Outcast" targets all facilitators of
Iranian oil, though China has vowed to

ignore these secondary sanctions.

* Corporate Losses: The transport sector in
Gaza reports direct losses of $2.8 billion;
the U.S. war against Iran has cost an
estimated $33 billion in direct military

spending, with  unofficial estimates
reaching $100 billion.
* Trade Routes: The  Pakistan-China

Boundary Joint Commission has been

operationalized to secure the multi-billion
dollar economic corridor against external
shocks.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts and political standing reflect
a period of extreme executive pressure in the

U.S. and a hardening of leadership in the
Resistance Axis.

* Donald Trump: Facing increasing
impeachment pressure and record-low
popularity (lower than any previous war in
history); reportedly living in fear of
assassination by Iranian operatives.

* Scott Bessent (US Treasury Secretary):
Framing himself as the architect of Iranian
"exfixiation" through sanctions, though his
private  sector  failur r in
highlighted by critics.

* Mohsen Rizai (Secretary of Iran's
SNSC): Emerging as the primary strategic
voice, pivoting Iran from diplomacy to
military primacy.

* Naga Hamed: Currently in administrative
detention; her case has become a

diplomatic flashpoint for Italian and

European journalists' unions.

* Pete Hegseth (US War Secretary):
Denying shortfalls  despite
internal Pen N repor confirming
supply chain bottlenecks.

munition

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial stance is one of
aggressive triumphalism regarding Iranian
and Yemeni military achievements, contrasted
with pathos-heavy human interest stories
detailing civilian casualties. The lead stories
are the abduction of Naga Hamed and the
IAEA resolution against Israel, used to frame
the Western-led order as hypocritical. Buried
or minimized are any details regarding actual
Iranian economic hardship or internal
dissent, which are replaced by a narrative of
"200 nights of unity." The emotional tone is
nationalistic and defiant, aimed at portraying
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the US. as a "wild animal trapped in a
corner." Conspicuous omissions include the
specific location of Iranian naval assets and
the actual volume of oil currently being
exported, likely for operational security.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's framing depicts a sharp contrast
between a rising, principled Global South and
a chaotic, inept Western core.

* United States: Portrayed as an
"imperialist aggressor" that is weak and
incompetent. Quote: "The Americans
today have no military options at all given
their vulnerability" in the Persian Gulf.

e Iran: Framed as strong, united, and
scientifically advanced. Quote: "The
sanction has not stopped wus... Iran is
pioneer in the field of nuclear industry"
i r r

* Saudi Arabia: Characterized as corrupt
and humiliated. Quote: "This is
geopolitical  humiliation = wrapped in
expensive public relations" referring to
Israeli aid.

* Israel: Defined by "state terrorism" and
immorality. Quote: "This army is
immoral... killing with a cold blood" in
Gaza.

* Germany: Depicted as a subservient
colony. Quote: "Germany is become an
American colony and its chancellor
understand that following Washington's
policies is necessary to remain in office" at
the TAEA.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary information warfare objective is
the erosion of official U.S. credibility. By
highlighting contradictions—such as the
Anduril manufacturer contradicting
CENTCOM—the network seeks to train
audiences to view every U.S. statement as a
lie. "Narrative seeding" is evident in the
repeated mention of the "E " and
"millenarian maniacs" within the U.S. and
Israeli governments, designed to frame the
conflict as a struggle against a "diabolical"
elite rather than a state-on-state war. Ground
truth likely involves significant Iranian
economic pain, but this is suppressed in favor
of stories about nuclear medicine and
pharmaceutical self-sufficiency to project total
resilience.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Naval Retreat: The U.S. Navy will likely
move its regional logistics hubs from
Bahrain entirely to Diego Garcia or

Thailand as Iranian anti-ship capabilities

expand their "restricted zone."

* Global South De-dollarization: The
expansion of the Makkah Joint Defense
Agreement to include Egypt and Algeria
will likely be accompanied by a move to
settle regional energy trade in non-USD
currencies to evade the Operation
Economic Outcast sanctions mechanisms.

* U.S. Political Rupture: Continued
gasoline prices at $10/gallon will likely lead
to a Democratic sweep in the midterms,
followed by immediate impeachment
proceedings against Trump based on his
"unauthorized war" status.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect an increase
in false flag warnings in the U.S. as a
pretext for ground escalation. In Lebanon, the
pager/electronics attack aftermath will likely
trigger a massive Hezbollah r
beyond the traditional "blue line." Immediate
medical crises in Gaza will worsen as winter

approaches without reconstruction materials.

liation

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization
of a regional security bloc excluding the
U.S. will likely lead to the "Makkah
Agreement" countries demanding a timeline
for U.S. withdrawal from West Asia. Global
container shipping will see a permanent
15-20% increase in costs as the Red Sea
remains unnavigable for Western-linked
vessels.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The structural
collapse of the Saudi-American security
nexus will lead to a new Eurasian-led order in
West Asia. Israel faces long-term
demographic and economic exhaustion as
its "Greater Israel" plan results in permanent
multi-front warfare and international
isolation.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current geopolitical environment is highly
pressurized, with multiple flashpoints capable
of triggering a global systemic shock.

* Systemic Global Economic Collapse:
Triggers: Simultaneous permanent closure
of Hormuz and Babel Mandeb. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic; oil >$200 and
total supply chain failure. Mitigations:
Return to the JCPOA/Diplomatic framework
and immediate de-escalation of the naval
blockade.

* U.S. Domestic Civil Unrest: Triggers:
Gasoline reaching $12/gal or widespread
electricity outages. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: High; potential for martial law or
administrative collapse. Mitigations:
Immediate interest rate cuts and ending
the war on Iran to stabilize energy markets.

* Nuclear Escalation in West Asia:
Triggers: Israeli strike on Iranian nuclear
medicine or power facilities. Likelihood:
Moderate-Low. Impact: Extreme; regional
radiological disaster. Mitigations:
International pressure on Israel to sign the
NPT as per the IAEA resolution.

Hezbollah-Israel Total War: Triggers:
Continuation of "carpet-bombing" style
raids on Nabatia. Likelihood: High. Impact:
High; destruction of Lebanese state and
northern Israeli cities. Mitigations:
Enforcement of the failed June MOU and
withdrawal of Israeli forces.

Assassination/Terror Plot in U.S.:
Triggers: Success of alleged "9/11 style"
events blamed on Iran to rally public
support. Likelihood: Low. Impact:
Moderate-High; could lead to a disastrous
U.S. ground invasion. Mitigations:
Congressional oversight of intelligence and
polygraph audits of Pentagon leakers.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Internal Iranian Dissent: The broadcasts
completely potential domestic
opposition to the war economy within Iran,
which is necessary for a balanced view of
regime stability.

ignore

* Actual Oil Export Volumes: While
claiming Hormuz is closed, the transcripts
lack data on how much oil Iran itself is
successfully moving and to whom (besides
the 80% to China claim).
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Israeli Strategic Reserves: There is little
discussion of how long Israel can sustain its
multi-front war economic burden without a
total collapse of its domestic economy.

Russian/Chinese Strategic Limits: The
extent to which Moscow and Beijing will
militarily (rather than just diplomatically)
back Iran if a ground invasion occurs
remains vague.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Unity" Mirage: The "200 nights of
street presence" in Iran may not be a sign
of strength but a coerced social behavior
used to mask a crumbling domestic
mandate under the weight of "Operation
Economic Outcast." If the crowds are
manufactured, the regime may be much
closer to collapse than projected.

The "Bait-and-Bleed" Tactic: The U.S.
naval retreat from Bahrain and
"vulnerability" may be a deliberate
strategic trap to overextend Iranian
resources and Ansarullah forces into
geographic positions where they can be

systematically destroyed by advanced
standoff munitions that the U.S. is
"secretly" stockpiling.

Black Swan: The Saudi-Iranian

Reversal: Humiliated by Netanyahu’s offer,
the Saudi monarchy could undergo a
palace coup and immediately switch sides,
joining the "Resistance Axis" to protect its
holy sites, leading to a total U.S. ejection
from the region overnight.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Security: U.S. and NATO must immediately
re-design naval assets for a post-stealth
environment, moving away from large
carrier  groups toward distributed,
unmanned maritime systems.

Economic: European governments must
prioritize energy sovereignty through
accelerated ¢green transition or Arctic
routes, as the Red Sea and Persian Gulf are
no longer reliable Western arteries.

Diplomatic: The UN must facilitate a
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone in West Asia
to prevent a "last-ditch"
strike as their conventional superiority
erodes at the JTAEA.

Israeli nuclear

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chains: Global logistics firms
should permanently factor in a 30-day
delay for all Asia-Europe sea freight as re-
routing around the Cape of Good Hope
becomes the new baseline.

Regulatory Compliance: Multinationals
must prepare for conflicting sanction
regimes (US vs. BRICS), potentially
requiring separate corporate entities for
Western and Eastern markets.

Capital Allocation: Invest in sovereign

data networks and localized
manufacturing, as the "attention
merchants" of Silicon Valley and the
internet backbone face fragmentation

during global conflict.
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LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity reflects a deepening divide
over the legal basis for the Trump
administration's war efforts and a global push
to regulate nuclear conduct.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o War Powers Act Vote: U.S. House of
Representatives voted 220-204 to stop
combat operations against Iran without
congressional authorization.

o Lindsay Graham Act: Passed by the
U.S. House to impose sweeping sanctions
and 100% tariffs on buyers of Russian
and Iranian oil, including India and
China as a curb.

o Iran Sanctions Act of 1996
Extension: U.S. House extended this act
for an additional 5 years to slash
funding for Iranian weapons sectors.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

c JAEA 70th General Conference:
Adopted a resolution with 112 votes
calling for a nuclear-weapon-free West
Asia and urging Israel to sign the NPT.

o Operation Economic Outcast
Announcement: Secretary Scott
Bessent announced a "zero leakage"
sanctions approach targeting the entire
Iranian financial ecosystem.

o Italian Parliamentary Inquiry:
Lawmaker Stefania Askari filed a
question to the Foreign Ministry

regarding the abduction of Naga Hamed.

KEY STORIES

Abduction of Naga Hamed: Press TV
West Bank reporter and U.S. citizen
abducted at a military checkpoint near
Tuku; detention extended to Sept 23rd by
Israeli rt.

The Kasim Baseir Demonstration: IRGC
fired a suppressed-trajectory ballistic
missile at 10 Mach to demonstrate U.S.
carrier vulnerability; forced U.S. ships back
400km into the Gulf of Oman.

Double UN Veto: Russia and China vetoed
the U.S. bid to extend sanctions monitoring

on Iran, citing the expiration of Resolution
2231.

Gaza Building Collapse: A semi-
destroyed building in west Gaza City
collapsed, killing 21 people (including 8-12
children) due to a lack of reconstruction
materials and heavy machinery.

53rd MQ9 Downed: Iranian air defenses
destroyed a Reaper drone over Qashm
Island, marking a 25% loss for the U.S.

fleet since February.

Trump Dividend Bribe: President Trump
promised $5,000 cash to every adult
citizen if Republicans sweep the midterms,
costing $1.2 trillion to the deficit.

Saudi Oil Shutdown: Crucial east-west
pipeline closed after strikes, halting 6
million barrels per day of exports via the
Red Sea.

Anduril Submersible Seizure: IRGC
captured a sophisticated, smart unmanned
underwater vehicle at the entrance to
Hormuz.

Pakistan-China Boundary Commission:
New border mechanism operationalized in
Islamabad to protect trade from external
economic shocks.
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The 200 Nights Milestone: Iranians
marked nearly 6 months of nightly rallies in
Tehran to demand justice for their leader
and unity against the U.S..

Quadcopter Drone Killings: Euro-Med
Human Rights Monitor documented at least
60 deliberate killings of civilians in Gaza
by Israeli quadcopters since October 2025.

Strait of Hormuz Fees: Iran considering
charging vessels for passage to cover costs
of navigational safety and environmental
protection in the Strait.

UN Fact-Finding Mission: Report says
U.S. committed war crimes in strikes on a
Minab school (150 killed) and a Lamerd
sports complex in February.

Makkah Defilement Allegation:
Ansarullah rejected Saudi claims they
targeted Mecca, retorting that those who
"gifted Kaaba covering to Jeffrey Epstein"”
are the real threats.

Interest Rate Hike: U.S. Federal Reserve
hiked rates 25bps to 4% weeks before

midterms, angering President Trump.

Gringo: Venezuela Oil Theft: Analysis of
a secret oil deal where Trump seized 17
Venezuelan oil fields for 100 vyears

following the Kkidnapping of President
Maduro.

Nuclear Medicine Advancement: Iran
showcased 75 solutions for nuclear
medicine at the IAEA conference in Vienna
despite sanctions.

Hezbollah Border Attrition: IDF reserves
killed by Hezbollah drones in Metula;
60,000 Israelis remain displaced

northern settlements.
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
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