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SYSTEMIC INSTITUTIONAL DECAY,
CARTEL PENETRATION OF
STRATEGIC INFRASTRUCTURE, AND
TRANSNATIONAL KINETIC
ESCALATION SIGNAL GROWING
GLOBAL VULNERABILITY

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 17, 2026, reveals a profound
convergence of structural crises within major
domestic and international systems,
highlighted by the open degradation of
judicial institutions, cartel infiltration into
state infrastructure, and volatile geopolitical
re-alignments. Inside Brazil, the Supreme
Federal Court (STF) has devolved into internal
administrative gridlock following
unprecedented leaks of highly hostile private
communications between sitting justices. This
internal warfare, directly connected to
influence-peddling allegations in the Banco
Master judicial saga, has effectively halted
constitutional operations and shattered
institutional credibility on the eve of critical
municipal and legislative elections.
Simultaneously, state capacity is being
severely challenged by aggressive cartel
syndicates. A massive judicial and law

enforcement sweep has exposed deep
structural penetration by the Primeiro
Comando da Capital (PCC) into Sao Paulo’s
public transit network, shifting organized
crime from parallel territorial dominance to
direct manipulation of essential municipal
utilities.

These governance shocks are occurring
alongside intense macroeconomic and
regulatory volatility. The "Super Quarta"
monetary policy split highlights diverging
paths, as Brazil’s central bank cuts the basic
Selic rate to counter domestic economic
stagnation while the US Federal Reserve
increases rates under an aggressive new
leadership. This leaves the Brazilian state
highly vulnerable to external shocks, forcing
the executive to implement massive, multi-
billion-real monthly fuel subsidy expansions to
protect supply
intensifying conflict vectors in the Middle
East. Meanwhile, the political arena has
fractured, with candidates utilizing anti-
establishment rhetoric to advocate for radical
shifts in fiscal federalism, demanding that
states withhold up to 90% of revenues from
the central government as institutional trust
erodes.

domestic chains from

Globally, the international operating matrix is
hardening into high-stakes bloc competition
and militarized frontiers. In the Middle East,
conflict has escalated to the level of
documented war crimes, with United Nations
investigators explicitly citing the United
States for devastating civilian casualties
caused by automated and  artificial
intelligence-driven targeting failures. The
conflict has expanded into orbital space, with
Washington officially confirming the
deployment of active weapons systems in
Earth's orbit to counter Chinese and Russian
capabilities, formalizing a new domain of
space warfare. As the European Union



attempts to absorb Canada into an
unprecedented associate status to circumvent
American trade dominance, the traditional
multilateral order is fragmenting, replaced by
aggressive economic statecraft and raw
kinetic containment.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The day’s most critical operational and
strategic events are concentrated across
several key sectors, altering the landscape of
governance and stability:

* Supreme Federal Court Collapse and
Procedural Paralysis: Chief Justice Edson
Fachin has indefinitely postponed critical
internal investigations into corruption and
abuse of power after toxic message logs
between justices leaked to the public, while
the Council of the Federal Public Ministry
opened a preliminary probe that could
disqualify Prosecutor General Paulo Goné
from major financial prosecutions due to
alleged cartel proximity. Pr ral

gridlock and cancellations have crippled

the plenary’s regular operational capacity.

Cartel Control of Sao Paulo Transport
Infrastructure Exposed: A combined law
enforcement operation has struck a multi-
billion-real money laundering syndicate run
by the PCC through the metropolitan bus
network, executing arrest warrants for 16
high-level targets, including former City
Council President Milton Leite and former
SPTrans President Levi dos Santos Oliveira.
Twelve out of twenty-two transit companies
are under investigation for direct cartel
control.

* Divergent Central Bank Interventions
and Fiscal Energy Shielding: The Copom
reduced Brazil’s Selic rate to 13.75%,
citing an economic slowdown, while the US
Federal Reserve increased its baseline rate
to the 3.75%-4.00% bracket due to rising
oil prices. To counter this, Brazil expanded
its diesel fuel subsidies to R$ 2.12 per liter,
drawing R$ 10.5 billion per month from the
Treasury and Petrobras export taxes to
artificially suppress an imminent inflation
surge.

* UN Confirms US War Crimes and Al
Failures in Iran: United
independent investigators issued a formal
report declaring that US military forces
committed war crimes in Iran through
indiscriminate strikes, specifically citing an
automated Tomahawk strike on a primary
school that killed 150 civilians, including
120 children, due to faulty intelligence and

algorithmic targeting parameters.

* Orbital Weaponization and Space Arms
Race Formalized: The US Department of
the Air Force and Space Force officially
confirmed the deployment of active
offensive  weapons in Earth's orbit,
acknowledging capabilities designed to
cause physical destruction and system

degradation to block hypersonic and anti-

Nations

satellite advancements by Beijing and
Moscow.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_043000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_043000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_143000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_170000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_170000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_050000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_050000

* European Union-Canada Bloc
Integration and Age-Gated Social
Media Bans: European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen invited
Canada to become the first associate
member of the EU to reduce dependence
on the US market, drawing immediate
retaliatory trade threats from Washington,
while  simultaneously introducing a
sweeping mandate banning social media
access for minors under 13 across all
member states.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

The conflict in Ukraine has intensified,
violating recent political attempts at a truce.
Russian drone operations targeted critical fuel
depots and energy transport hubs, while Kyiv
responded by striking oil refineries inside
Russian territory. This escalation has forced
Ukraine to accelerate its draft 2027 budget,
allocating an unprecedented $110 billion to
defense and security—representing two-thirds
of total state expenditures—while requiring an
immediate infusion of $52  Dbillion in
international financial aid to sustain an active
daily war cost of $190 million. Simultaneously,
the theater of operations in Iran has shifted to
direct kinetic containment; a US naval
blockade has severely restricted Iranian oil
exports, collapsing the Rial currency and
triggering widespread supply
shortages, while Tehran successfully downed
two US military reconnaissance assets.

domestic

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Brazil's senior judicial leadership is facing an
existential crisis of legitimacy. Leaked
encrypted communications between STF
Justices Gilmar Mendes and Nunes Marques
revealed deep personal hostilities, with

accusations of being "hostages" to political
factions and demands for immediate,
unredacted accounting disclosures. This
infighting has spilled over to the Prosecutor
General's Office, where PGR Paulo Goné faces
a_removal probe by the Higher Council over
alleged communication trails with an indicted
financier. The network of compromised actors
extends to the immediate family members of
the judiciary, with specific financial ledgers
detailing alleged monthly payments of R$
500,000 to judicial relatives, sparking intense
public backlash and prompting calls for fixed
8-to-12-year constitutional term limits for
sitting justices.

Critical Infrastructure Security

A coordinated anti-money laundering and anti-
racketeering offensive led by the Federal
Integrated Combat Forces (FICCO) has
exposed deep cartel control over critical
public assets. Law enforcement personnel
deployed across 19 states executed 106 high-
level arrest warrants and blocked R$ 500
million in asset structures. The primary
operational hub was Sao Paulo, where the
PCC's infiltration of corporate transit entities
demonstrates that criminal syndicates have
successfully nested their illicit capital within
regulated civic networks, using public transit
revenues to legitimize transnational drug
trafficking profits.

Energy & Critical Minerals

The global energy transport system faces
acute security risks as conflict persists near
the Strait of Hormuz, maintaining global
Brent crude benchmarks above $100 per
barrel. This international price pressure has
directly hit the South American market,
forcing Petrobras to raise wholesale diesel
prices by R$ 1.00 per liter. The Brazilian state
has responded with aggressive economic
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statecraft, utilizing a new provisional measure
to deploy a double subsidy framework totaling
R$ 2.12 r liter. This multi-billion-real
emergency shielding relies heavily on taxing
raw crude exports, creating long-term fiscal
vulnerabilities if export volumes decline or
global market pricing shifts downward.

Macroeconomics & Trade

The Divergent "Super Quarta" decisions
highlight contrasting economic realities in the
Americas. The Brazilian Copom lowered the
Selic rate by 25 basis points to 13.75%,
responding to clear signals of domestic
industrial weakness, a move heavily criticized
by the National Confederation of Industry
(CNI) as overly restrictive. Conversely, the US
Federal Reserve, under newly appointed Chair
Kevin Warsh, broke a three-year pause by
increasing the federal funds rate to 3.75%-
4.00%. This hawkish shift narrows the interest
rate differential with emerging markets,
accelerating capital flight from Latin America
toward safer US dollar assets.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

National strategies for artificial intelligence
are increasingly split between state subsidies
for infrastructure and strict control over
social networks. The Brazilian executive
branch has signed a specialized tax regime
granting up to R$ 5 billion in IPI and PIS/
Cofins exemptions for data centers that run on
100% renewable energy and reserve 10% of
their operational capacity for domestic
research. Conversely, the European Union is
executing strict tech containment,
implementing mandatory age-verification
architectures that legally prohibit social
media accounts for children under 13 and
enforce severe usage restrictions up to age 15
to counter algorithmic dependency.

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

The traditional Western alliance structure is
fracturing as nations adjust to intense
competition between trade Dblocs. The
European Commission’s invitation to Canada
to seek associate member status is a
calculated effort to create an alternative
regulatory alignment and protect critical
mineral and clean-energy supply chains from
US protectionism. This integration attempt
has drawn severe warnings from Washington,
with threats of sweeping retaliatory tariffs
and trade restrictions against European
industries, showing that trade policy is
increasingly being used as a weapon between
nominal allies.

Global Health & Biosecurity

Emerging chemical hazards and systemic
workplace stress are placing severe pressure
on metropolitan medical systems. Toxicology
research from Unicamp has detected the
global emergence of two new synthetic
dissociative drugs, DCK and 2-FDCK
(ketamine analogs), secretly mixed into
commercial MDMA batches, triggering severe
cardiovascular and neurological emergencies
in urban medical centers. This influx of
complex psychiatric and medical cases is
hitting a highly vulnerable healthcare
workforce; nationwide data reveals that
48.5% of intensive care physicians suffer from
severe burnout, directly threatening the
operational safety and resilience of critical
care infrastructure.

Climate & Extreme Weather

Severe environmental anomalies are
disrupting both agricultural outputs and
urban density zones. The ongoing El Nifio
cycle has broken historical baselines, tracking
at 2.0°C above historical averages and
projected to reach an unprecedented 3.0°C

deviation, driving massive climate shocks.
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While record-breaking rainfall has flooded
peripheral urban areas like Sdao Paulo's Jardim
Pantanal, it has delivered an unexpected
benefit by channeling 58 billion liters of water
into the Cantareira reservoir system, raising
capacity to 39%. However, this extreme
weather has also damaged commercial crops
in the south, where sudden freezing
temperatures down to -4.5°C have caused
widespread frost, threatening winter wheat
yields.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

Deep analysis of the day's data reveals three
major strategic trends that are reshaping
governance, security, and market behavior:

1. The Normalization of Narco-
Bureacuracy within Sovereign
Infrastructure

The actions targeting the PCC’s control over
Sdao Paulo's transit networks and the
discovery of cartel text logs involving PM
colonels highlight a major shift in organized
crime. Cartels are moving away from simply
controlling territory in prisons and favelas;
they are now embedding themselves directly
into state administration. By controlling 12
critical municipal transit companies, the
cartel has transformed a public utility into a
sophisticated money laundering system that
generates clean, predictable revenue. This
commercialization of crime allows syndicates
to influence political selections, fund
mainstream campaigns, and build
relationships with senior figures in the
legislature and judiciary. This process creates
a self-reinforcing system where the state's
regulatory bodies become financially
dependent on corporate networks controlled
by cartels.

2. Earmark  Capitalism and the
Weaponization of the State Budget

Political debates surrounding the R$ 60 billion
federal budget allocations show that budget
execution has been decoupled from national
planning, transforming into a tool for factional
survival. Regional openly
acknowledge using familial networks to direct
large healthcare and security funds to specific
bypassing traditional
administrative oversight. This decentralized
distribution  system  creates significant
opportunities for corruption, with senior
legislators accused of demanding 15%
kickbacks through intermediary agents. This
distortion of public finance turns the national
budget into a private asset for political
negotiation. As a result, critical public
investments are directed based on factional
influence rather than objective socioeconomic
indicators, deepening infrastructure deficits
outside favored regions.

candidates

municipalities,

3. The Structural Shift Toward Emergency
State Capitalism in Energy Markets

The implementation of a concurrent R$ 2.12
per liter diesel subsidy indicates that the
executive branch can no longer rely on
standard market mechanisms to maintain
social stability. Faced with persistent maritime
conflicts in global shipping lanes, the state
has stepped away from free-market pricing,
committing R$ 10.5 billion per month in
emergency financial interventions. This
massive allocation of capital distorts domestic
energy markets and binds the country's fiscal
health directly to volatile commodity prices.
Funding these subsidies through taxes on raw
crude exports creates a precarious fiscal loop:
the state must maintain high fossil fuel
exports to fund domestic price freezes,
directly contradicting its stated goals for a


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_003000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260917_003000

green energy transition and creating severe
vulnerabilities if global energy demand shifts.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The domestic landscape of Brazil reveals deep
institutional fragmentation and declining trust
in senior governance structures. The hostile
text leaks between STF Justices Mendes and
Marques show that elite infighting has moved
beyond professional disagreements into open
institutional warfare. This loss of internal
discipline has severely compromised the
judiciary's role as a stable arbiter of
constitutional law, with prominent political
figures openly labeling the high court an
"incendiary power." This judicial crisis is
deeply impacting the late 2026 electoral
environment, accelerating political
polarization as anti-establishment candidates
successfully use the STF's reputational
decline to mobilize voters, presenting the
judiciary as a corrupt entity that protects
financial interests while ignoring the public.

This institutional decay is further worsened by
growing economic insecurity and collapsing
public services. Universal credit defaults are
rising, driven by high interest rates and
unmanageable credit card debt, leaving
millions of citizens financially vulnerable.
Public frustration is rising due to long
backlogs for elective surgeries and specialized
consultations within the SUS, forcing lower-
income families to endure prolonged medical
crises or turn to informal employment to
survive. These deep social strains—including
rising rates of violent domestic crimes and
public transit systems compromised by cartels
—have significantly weakened the
government's mandate. The state's inability to
provide basic security, reliable healthcare,
and an uncorrupted legal framework has

created a dangerous vacuum, leaving the
public highly receptive to radical proposals to
alter the country's constitutional architecture
and withhold tax revenues from the federal
capital.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international arena is presented as a
highly volatile environment where traditional
rules-based multilateralism is failing, replaced
by zero-sum competition between rival trade
and military blocs. The global posture is
defined by intense competition over energy
security, trade access, and technological
dominance. The United Nations' formal
declaration of US war crimes in Iran shows
that international bodies are increasingly
willing to challenge Washington's actions,
even as the global system fragments into
isolated groups. The US maritime blockade of
Iran and subsequent drone downings
demonstrate that major global powers are
increasingly relying on direct confrontation to
secure their interests, ignoring international
legal frameworks in favor of raw kinetic and
economic pressure.

Within this wunstable global system, the
relationship between traditional Western
allies is fracturing under the weight of
protectionist statecraft. The
European Union's aggressive move to offer
Canada associate status is a clear attempt to
build an insulated regulatory trade bloc,
securing critical supply chains in artificial
intelligence, energy, and defense away from
the volatile policy shifts of the United States.
Washington's immediate threat of sweeping
trade restrictions against European imports
shows that economic ties are being heavily
weaponized between nominal partners. As
Canada joins the UK-led Joint Expeditionary

economic



Force to secure its security posture, middle
powers are rapidly adapting by diversifying
both their military alliances and trade
relationships, moving away from a US-centric
model toward a highly fractured, multipolar
global framework.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global and domestic financial markets are
operating under intense stress, pricing in
significant geopolitical and regulatory risks.
Capital flows are shifting rapidly as central
banks pursue opposing monetary strategies,
with the US Federal Reserve’s hawkish rate
hike drawing liquidity out of volatile emerging
markets, while Brazil’s 25-basis-point cut to
13.75% attempts to support weak domestic
corporate investments. The Brazilian equity
market reacted sharply to these converging
pressures, with the Ibovespa index plunging
5% to close at 185,548 points, while the
national currency stabilized under pressure at
R$ 5.15 per US dollar. The persistent conflict
near critical global trade checkpoints has kept
global benchmarks high, forcing major
domestic fiscal adjustments. Supply chains
remain vulnerable to these overlapping
disruptions, only by historic
agricultural outputs that are keeping food
supply lines functional despite high industrial
capital costs.

balanced

Key Economic Vectors

* The Selic Baseline Rate: Adjusted

downward by the Copom to 13.75%,
aiming to ease credit conditions for
businesses, though the CNI warns the rate
remains too high to stimulate long-term
industrial investment.

* The US Federal Funds Rate: Increased
by the Federal Reserve under Chair Kevin
Warsh to a range of 3.75%-4.00%,
breaking a three-year pause to control
inflation, which is currently running at
3.4%.

National Currency Valuation: The
Brazilian Real closed at R$ 5.15 per US
Dollar, experiencing a slight appreciation
of 0.06% despite broader capital flight from
emerging markets.

e The Ibovespa Stock Index: Dropped
significantly, losing 5.00% in a single
session to close at 185,548 points as
investors adjusted to judicial crises and
industrial stagnation.

* Total National Consumer Default:
Outstanding consumer debt structures
tracked by Serasa reached a record R$
592 billion, driven primarily by high-
interest credit card defaults.

* The Oil and Energy Benchmark: Brent
crude sustained pricing benchmarks above
$100 per barrel, driven by ongoing naval
blockades and tanker targets near the
Island of Kharg.

* The Emergency Diesel Subsidy Cost:
The concurrent federal subsidy program
draws R$ 10.5 billion per month from
state accounts, splitting the cost between
the Treasury and specialized crude export
taxes.

National Grain Production Output: The
Conab 2026/2027 projection tracks at a
historic record of 366.6 million tons,
driven by strong soy and corn yields.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Critical personnel shifts, political flight, and
executive appointments show intensifying



factional battles across both the corporate
and state sectors:

* Milton Leite: The former President of the
Sao Paulo City Council has been removed
from active politics and declared a fugitive
after the STF issued a 30-day temporary
arrest warrant over his alleged role in a
cartel money laundering scheme within
metropolitan transit networks.

* Levi dos Santos Oliveira: The former
President of SPTrans was arrested by law
enforcement officers during a corruption
sweep, losing his position within the
municipal transportation leadership.

* Danilo Morgado: A prominent state
legislative candidate was arrested during
the transit syndicate raids,
disrupting his political faction's campaign
strategy.

* Tite (Adenor Leonardo Bacchi):
Appointed as the head coach of Botafogo
SAF under a long-term contract extending
to 2028, following rapid negotiations after
his removal from Flamengo and Cruzeiro.

severely

* Kevin Warsh: Confirmed as the new
Chairman of the US Federal Reserve,
shifting the institution toward a hawkish
monetary policy that broke a three-year
interest rate pause.

* John Martinelli: The
midfielder received his first call-up to the
Brazilian national football team, replacing
Chelsea’s injured striker Joao Pedro for
upcoming matches.

Fluminense

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's programming schedule reveals
a clear editorial strategy designed to balance
alarming domestic political crises with

comforting stories of personal resilience and
lifestyle marketing. The "Lead Stories"
focused heavily on the sensational aspects of
the STF text leaks, the dramatic law
enforcement raids against the PCC transit
network in Sado Paulo, and immediate
coverage of the Copom interest rate cut. This
hierarchy prioritization engaged viewers with
immediate institutional crises and financial
anxieties, focusing airtime on elite conflicts
and public safety risks. These highly charged
stories were regularly interspersed with long
consumer segments advertising eye health
supplements, debt consolidation services, and
male vitality enhancers, creating an editorial
flow that leveraged public anxiety to drive
commercial engagement.

Conversely, critical international
developments that directly affect global
stability were treated as "Buried Stories." The
United Nations' formal findings of US war
crimes in Iran and the official deployment of
offensive space weapons were minimised into
short updates near the end of the broadcast
cycle. This clear downplaying decoupled these
major geopolitical events from domestic
economic pressures, presenting international
conflicts as distant issues. Furthermore, there
were "Conspicuous Omissions" regarding key
operational details: the network completely
omitted any analysis of the broader financial
health and balance sheets of Banco Master,
failed to investigate the systemic failure of
electronic tracking bracelets for domestic
abusers, and provided no details on the
precise targeting parameters of the US naval
blockade in the Persian Gulf
significant gaps in the public's understanding
of these structural crises.

leaving
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's broadcasts reveals a
highly fractured global landscape where
traditional alliances are fraying, international
bodies are increasingly adversarial, and
national leadership is frequently depicted as
compromised or unstable. Major international
powers are shown navigating zero-sum
security environments, using trade and
military power while domestic governance
structures face deep decay.

COUNTRIES

* Brazil: Portrayed as an internally unstable

nation with deeply compromised
institutions, where the highest judicial
levels engage in personal conflicts and
essential municipal transit systems are
penetrated by cartels. Sitting leaders
describe the state as "totally
dysfunctional,” pointing to extensive
corruption networks that run "free in the
Supreme Court."

* United States: Depicted as an aggressive,
unilateral actor that is highly erratic under
protectionist leadership. Washington is
shown facing international condemnation
for "indiscriminate attacks" that constitute
"crimes of war against civilians," while
simultaneously threatening nominal
European allies with severe trade actions
over independent regulatory partnerships.

* Iran: Framed as a highly pressured state
under a punitive naval blockade that is
causing a ‘"collapse of the monetary
system" and severe supply shortages, yet
maintaining a dangerous military posture
capable of downing advanced western
reconnaissance assets.

* Canada: Portrayed as a vulnerable middle
power attempting to escape US trade
dominance by integrating into European
regulatory systems, seeking to "reduce its
dependence" on Washington within a
volatile global framework.

* Ukraine: Framed as a heavily burdened
state fighting an conflict,
completely dependent on western funding
to avoid financial collapse while devoting
"two-thirds of all state spending" to
defense.

expensive

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Characterized as a
powerful, nationalistic leader who uses
aggressive trade threats and wunilateral
declarations to project power, while fiercely
criticizing independent central bank rate
increases that do not align with his
economic goals.

* Ursula von der Leyen: Portrayed as a
highly strategic, defensive leader working
to reorganize continental partnerships in a
"hostile world," while implementing strict
corporate regulations to protect the public
from algorithmic technology risks.

* Romeu Zema: Framed as a pragmatic,
fiscally disciplined executive who presents
himself as a successful entrepreneur
fighting state waste, contrasting his record
of financial superavits against "federal
spending and out-of-control waste."

* Alexandre de Moraes: Depicted as a
highly controversial, polarizing figure
within the state architecture, accused by
political opponents of running "irregular
investigations" and facing demands for
immediate criminal prosecution.



NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Primeiro Comando da Capital (PCC):
Portrayed as a highly sophisticated,
institutionally embedded criminal syndicate
capable of controlling major public
transportation systems and laundering
hundreds of millions of reais through
regular commercial networks.

* United Nations (UN): Framed as an
independent, adversarial investigative body
that actively challenges the actions of
global powers, documenting human rights
violations and pushing for legal
accountability regardless of geopolitical
standing.

e Houthis: Depicted as an effective,
technologically advancing militant force
capable of projecting power far beyond
their home territory, utilizing advanced
drone arrays to strike critical commercial
infrastructure.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The media landscape reveals active
campaigns to shape public perception, with
competing political and corporate factions
using carefully timed leaks and strategic
messaging to control public narratives. The
dominant domestic narrative focus was the
release of encrypted text messages between
STF Justices Mendes and Marques. The
precision of these leaks suggests a calculated
extraction designed to maximize public
distrust and force a restructuring of the high
court on the eve of major legislative contests.
Anti-establishment political groups have
quickly weaponized these logs, using the
leaked text to present the entire judiciary as
corrupt, framing an ongoing procedural
postponement not as a standard legal action,

but as a deliberate cover-up to protect elite
financial interests until the elections
conclude.

Concurrently, there is a clear difference
between official state pronouncements and
the reality of corporate and security crises on
the ground. The Ministry of Justice and Public
Security issued a formal rejection of US state
department criticisms regarding anti-drug
efforts, pointing to specialized anti-faction
legislation to project an image of effective
security control. However, this official position
is directly contradicted by simultaneous law
enforcement strikes that revealed deep cartel
control over 12 public transit companies in
the nation's largest financial center, showing
that state regulatory oversight has been
systematically compromised. Similarly, in the
global arena, Washington's official statements
present deployments purely as
defensive upgrades, masking a significant
escalation toward active space warfare
designed to neutralize foreign satellite and
hypersonic delivery architectures.

orbital

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

Based on the trajectory of the events detailed
in the transcripts, the following systemic
outcomes are highly probable:

* The Fragmentation of Municipal
Transportation Security: The revelation
of extensive cartel control over Sao Paulo's
transit network will likely trigger severe
operational disruptions. As courts freeze
corporate assets and local governments
attempt direct interventions, transit cartels
may respond by disrupting services or
encouraging labor actions in peripheral
metropolitan zones, testing urban stability
during the upcoming election cycle.



* Accelerated Institutional Realignment
of the High Judiciary: The deep personal
gridlock and corruption allegations within
the STF will likely make major
constitutional reforms inevitable. The
current vitalicio model is facing collapsing
public support; upcoming legislative terms
will likely implement fixed 10-to-12-year
mandates and introduce independent
financial auditing for judicial families,
fundamentally altering the balance of
power between the branches of
government.

* A Fiscal Crisis Triggered by Energy
Subsidies: If maritime trade risks near the
Strait of Hormuz keep global oil prices high
past October, Brazil's current dual subsidy
framework will fiscally
unsustainable. Drawing over R$ 10 billion
per month from state accounts will blow
out primary deficit targets, forcing the
administration to either abandon the price
freeze—causing an immediate inflation
surge—or implement deep spending cuts in
public sectors like health and education.

become

* The Hardening of an International
Orbital Confrontation Matrix: The
official confirmation of US orbital weapons
systems will likely accelerate a dangerous
arms race in space. China and Russia will
likely respond by deploying their own
kinetic and electronic jamming
constellations, turning low Earth orbit into
a highly militarized zone where accidental
satellite disruptions could quickly trigger
broader conflicts on the ground.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks)

Expect significant political fallout and legal
maneuvers as former City Council President

Milton Leite is pressured to surrender to law
enforcement following his fugitive status. The
sudden cancellation of multiple STF plenary
sessions will likely stall key business and
regulatory decisions, increasing market
volatility. In the Middle East, expect further
naval incidents near the Island of Kharg as
Iran responds to the collapsing Rial with
asymmetric drone strikes, maintaining global
oil benchmarks well above $100 per barrel
and keeping the Treasury's emergency diesel
subsidies under intense pressure.

Medium Term (1-6 Months)

The upcoming October municipal and
legislative elections will likely see a surge in
anti-establishment victories, with candidates
capitalizing on the STF text scandals and
cartel transit raids to win key offices. The
complex tax reform changes under Lei
Complementar 227 will likely trigger
widespread corporate litigation as national
companies face overlapping state and
municipal audits, complicating tax planning.
Meanwhile, Ukraine's extreme 2027 defense
allocations will likely trigger intense debates
in western capitals, as Kyiv's requirement for
$52 billion in direct aid tests the political will
of partner nations facing domestic economic
strains.

Long Term (1-5 Years)

The proposed integration of Canada as an
associate member of the European Union
could fundamentally reorganize transatlantic
trade, creating a powerful regulatory bloc for
critical minerals and clean energy that
operates independently of Washington. Inside
Brazil, the continuous growth of family
agriculture platforms and advanced tech
centers will likely strengthen domestic energy
and food security, balancing structural deficits
in traditional manufacturing. However, if



cartels continue to embed their capital within
regulated civic networks, parts of the local
governance structure may transition into an
permanent narco-bureaucracy, structurally
resisting traditional law enforcement and
judicial containment.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The following matrix outlines the most
significant threats to stability implied by the
day's developments:

* Systemic Fiscal Collapse via Uncapped
Energy Subsidies: Persistent kinetic
disruptions near international shipping
lanes maintain Brent crude oil prices above
$100 per barrel, forcing the continuation of
the R$ 10.5 billion monthly double subsidy
framework. Triggers: Extended maritime
closures or successful strikes on energy
ports in Saudi Arabia or Iran. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Critical; threatens national
default and triggers a major inflationary
surge if protection measures are
abandoned. Mitigations: Accelerate
wholesale shifting to local corn and
sugarcane biofuels; implement strict
energy conservation mandates for
commercial transportation networks.

* Complete Loss of Constitutional

Authority and Judicial Function: The
emergence of further leaked encrypted logs
involving STF justices completely paralyzes
the high court's voting capacity, causing a
breakdown in constitutional balance.
Triggers: The public release of additional
communication logs detailing direct
collusion between justices and indicted
financial entities. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Severe; creates regulatory gridlock
and stall key commercial and criminal
appeals.  Mitigations:  Implement an
independent congressional investigation to
review  judicial accounting records;
establish a clear path for alternate judges
to step in during high-level recusals.

* Widespread Transit System Disruption

by Cartel Syndicates: Aggressive state
takeovers and asset freezes against cartel-
controlled transit firms prompt retalitory
shutdowns or strikes across major
metropolitan areas. Triggers: Direct
municipal intervention or the cancellation
of operating licenses for the 12 transit
companies under investigation in Sao
Paulo. Likelihood: High. Impact: Severe;
paralyzes economic activity in major
financial centers and sparks public unrest.
Mitigations: Deploy state security forces to
secure transit infrastructure; prepare
emergency vehicle fleets under direct
military logistics control.



* An Orbital Escalation Leading to
Satellite Disruption: The competitive
deployment of offensive space assets by
Washington, Beijing, and Moscow leads to
an intentional or accidental collision in low
Earth orbit. Triggers: The live deployment
of an anti-satellite asset or high-powered
electronic jamming strike against strategic
satellite arrays. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Critical; threatens global
communications infrastructure, navigation
networks, and military command systems.
Mitigations: Establish an international
open-line communication protocol
specifically for orbital space operations;
mandate redundant land-based fiber
infrastructure for essential services.

Severe Contamination and Shortages in
Urban Drug Markets: The spread of
dangerous ketamine analogs (DCK/2-FDCK)
inside regular illicit drug supplies causes a
spike in cardiovascular emergencies,
overwhelming critical care facilities.
Triggers: The wholesale distribution of
contaminated drug batches across
metropolitan entertainment districts during
major holiday cycles. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Moderate; severely strains ICU
medical infrastructure and increases urban
emergency response requirements.
Mitigations: Issue public health warnings
regarding synthetic contaminants; expand

automated toxicological screening
capabilities in public emergency
departments.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

A complete understanding of the day's
strategic realities is constrained by several

critical omissions and unverified assertions
within current reporting:

* The Accounting Integrity of Banco
Master: The television coverage focused
heavily on the political fallout of the leaked
text logs but failed to explain the
underlying financial health, liquidity status,
and state pension fund exposure inside
Banco Master, which is critical to assessing
broader banking stability.

* The Operational Integrity of Electronic
Tracking Systems: Reports detailed that
multiple domestic violence victims
possessed active protective orders that
failed to prevent fatal attacks, but provided
no analysis regarding the technical
limitations or enforcement failures of
electronic monitoring systems.

* The Financing Source for Iran's
Continued Resistance: The broadcast
noted the collapse of the Iranian Rial under
the western naval blockade but failed to
track the alternative financial pipelines,
potentially involving illicit crude transfers
or shadow banking networks in East Asia,
that allow Tehran to maintain its current
military posture.

* The True Cost of Data Center Energy
Demand: While detailing tax exemptions
for renewable-powered data centers, the
reports omitted any analysis of how the
massive electrical demand from these new
artificial intelligence hubs will affect the
stability and pricing of the domestic
consumer power grid.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Challenging the dominant media
interpretations reveals alternative strategic
explanations for the day's major events:



1. The STF Leaks as a Coordinated
Institutional Purge

While the mainstream media frames the
leaked STF communications as a chaotic loss
of judicial integrity, an alternative hypothesis
suggests the leaks are a highly orchestrated
operation by a dominant faction within the
intelligence and judicial apparatus. By
systematically exposing and discrediting
specific justices tied to traditional financial
networks like Banco Master, this internal
faction may be clearing the path for an
institutional purge. This would allow them to
replace older, compromised judges with a new
layer of highly ideological jurists under the
cover of public anti-corruption demands,
consolidating long-term control over the
constitutional state ahead of major regulatory
shifts.

2. The US Space Force Announcement as
Strategic Deception

The public confirmation of orbital weapons
systems by Washington is widely interpreted
as a show of military strength that accelerates
an international arms race. However, a
contrarian perspective suggests this
announcement is an act of strategic deception
designed to mask serious vulnerabilities in the
US conventional defense manufacturing
sector. Facing a massive burn rate of
traditional ammunition in regional conflicts
and suffering from supply chain gridlock on
the ground, Washington may be inflating its
orbital capabilities to deter Beijing from
taking decisive actions in the Western Pacific,
using the threat of advanced space warfare to
stall for time while rebuilding its conventional
manufacturing base.

Black Swan Events

* An Algorithmic Failure in Orbital
Debris Tracking: A minor kinetic
engagement or accidental collision between
deployment systems in low Earth orbit
generates an uncontrollable chain reaction
of debris (Kessler Syndrome). This destroys
hundreds of
communications satellites within 48 hours,
causing a global shutdown of satellite
navigation, internet
financial transaction verification systems,
triggering an immediate global economic
freeze.

commercial and

connectivity, and

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector

* Security Policy: National security
agencies must immediately establish
specialized transit security task forces to
isolate municipal utilities from cartel
financial networks, implementing strict
background checks and independent
financial audits for corporate entities

bidding on state transit contracts.

* Economic Statecraft: The Ministry of
Finance should transition away from
temporary emergency fuel price freezes
toward a structured, long-term hedging
framework, wusing specialized sovereign
wealth funds to buffer global energy shocks
without draining primary treasury
accounts.



Diplomatic Strategy: Foreign policy
teams carefully monitor the
negotiations between the European Union
and Canada, preparing alternative bilateral
trade options to secure critical mineral
access if the proposed associate status
triggers a major US protectionist response.

must

For Private Sector/Investors

Supply Chain Resilience: Corporate
logistics managers should reduce reliance
on traditional metropolitan road transit in
regions facing high cartel activity, shifting
toward integrated rail and river networks
to protect cargo security.

Regulatory Compliance: Legal teams
operating within national service
frameworks must immediately upgrade

their auditing capabilities to manage the
complex administrative demands of tax
reform law Lei Complementar 227,
preparing for state and
municipal reviews.

concurrent

Capital Allocation: Institutional investors
should carefully review their exposure to
tech infrastructure projects, re-allocating
capital toward data centers that possess
independent, renewable energy grids to
avoid potential power grid instability and
secure specialized tax exemptions.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Significant legislative adjustments, provisional

mandates, and

candidate interviews are

shaping the national regulatory environment:

e The

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* Lei Complementar 227 (Systemic Tax

Reform Implementation): A
comprehensive piece of legislation detailing
the split implementation of the CBS and
IBS tax Strategic
Reorganize national tax collection, though
currently facing fierce corporate resistance
due to the risk of triggering up to 5,600
concurrent municipal and state audits for
national service providers.

structures. intent:

The Data Center Regime Special Law: A
new piece of signed legislation granting up
to R$ 5 Dbillion in IPI and PIS/Cofins tax
exemptions for advanced
centers. Strategic intent: Attract artificial
intelligence capital to Brazil by tying tax
breaks directly to the utilization of 100%
renewable energy and reserving 10% of
operational capacity for domestic research.

computing

The Anti-Faction Law (Lei Anti-Facc¢ao):
A federal security statute cited by the
Ministry of Justice to reject international
criticisms of its anti-drug efforts. Strategic
intent: Provide enhanced wiretapping,
asset seizure, and task-force deployment
tools to dismantle transnational criminal
organizations.

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

Romeu Zema Presidential
Interview: A comprehensive policy feature
where the Novo candidate outlines a plan
for an administrative reform saving R$ 2
trillion over 20 years. Strategic intent:
Advocate for cutting 50,000 public jobs,
implementing flexible hourly contracts,
banning sports betting on day one, and
privatizing Petrobras and Correios to fund
health and education.



The Felipe Barros Senate Sabatina: A
critical legislative presentation focused on
reforming the STF. Strategic intent:
Propose a fixed 12-year term limit for
justices, restricting appointments strictly to
career magistrates, setting a minimum age
of 60, and limiting the court's jurisdiction
exclusively to constitutional law.

The Jefferson Rocha Pacto Federativo
Campaign: A regional policy address
proposing a radical constitutional
amendment (PEC) to reform federalism.
Strategic intent: Demand that producing
states retain 90% of local tax revenues,
leaving only 10% for the federal capital, to
fund regional highway  duplications
independently.

The  Minister Leonardo Barchini
Educational Briefing: An executive policy
update focusing on expanding technical
education and federal universities.
Strategic intent: Detail the "Universidades
Transformadoras" program to add 120,000
slots in AI and tech fields, while expanding
the "Pé de Meia" high school retention
stipend nationwide.

KEY STORIES

The following inventory details the complete
narrative coverage from the day's broadcasts,
ordered by strategic significance:

* STF Leaks and Internal Procedural
Paralysis: Chief Justice Edson Fachin has
postponed the André Mendonga
investigation trial and canceled scheduled
plenary sessions after hostile encrypted
communications leaked between Justices
Mendes and Marques over the Master case.
Alternate Kevin Marques is accused of
receiving a R$ 500,000 monthly allowance
from financier Daniel Vorcaro. Procedural
paralysis and cancellations have stalled

high court operations.

* Sao Paulo Transit PCC Syndicate
Operation: Law enforcement forces
executed 16 arrest warrants targeting a
PCC money laundering network embedded
within 12 of Sao Paulo's 22 public transit
firms. Former City Council President Milton
Leite was declared a fugitive, while former
SPTrans President Levi dos Santos Oliveira
was placed under arrest.

* Copom Baseline Selic Interest Rate
Reduction: The Central Bank of Brazil
reduced the baseline Selic interest rate by
25 basis points to 13.75% per annum,
pointing to slowing domestic industrial
indicators, drawing sharp warnings from
the CNI that credit costs remain too high.

* US Federal Reserve Hawkish Interest
Rate Increase: Under newly appointed
Chairman Kevin Warsh, the US Federal
Reserve broke a three-year pause by
raising its funds rate by 0.25% to a range of
3.75%-4.00%, citing inflation at 3.4% and
global energy benchmarks above $100 per
barrel.
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* Treasury Diesel Fuel Subsidy
Expansion: The executive branch launched
an emergency 30-day provisional measure
expanding total diesel subsidies to R$ 2.12
per liter to offset a R$ 1.00 increase by
Petrobras, drawing R$ 10.5 billion per
month from state accounts and crude
export taxes.

UN Independent Report on US War
Crimes in United
independent investigators issued a formal
declaration finding that the United States
committed war crimes in Iran, highlighting
a flawed automated Tomahawk strike on a
primary school that killed 150 civilians

including 120 children.

US Space Force Orbital Weapons
Deployment: The US Department of the
Air Force and Space Force officially
acknowledged the deployment of offensive
weapon systems in Earth's orbit, designed
to intercept and degrade adversary satellite
arrays to counter Chin

advancements.

European Union Associate Membership
Invitation to Canada: European
Commission President Ursula von der
Leyen invited Canada to seek associate
status within the EU to build an alternative
critical mineral trade bloc, drawing
immediate retaliatory trade and tariff
Conab 2026/2027 Historic National
Grain Estimate: Conab President Silvio
Porto announced a projected record
harvest of 366.6 million tons of grain,
driven by strong soy and corn vyields,
though warning of El Nifio risks to wheat
crops in the south.

Iran: Nations

FICCO Anti-Cartel Multi-State Sweep:
The Federal Integrated Combat Forces
deployed personnel across 19 states to
execute 106 high-level arrest warrants and

block R$ 500 million in criminal assets

linked to transnational drug networks.

Argentina History-Making Synthetic
Drug Seizure: Argentina's Ministry of
Security, in cooperation with the US DEA,
seized 52 kg of MDMA base arriving from
Belgium at a port near Buenos Aires,
arresting three transnational logistics
operators.

Data Center Tax Exemption Framework
Signed: The presidency signed a
specialized tax regime providing up to R$ 5
billion in exemptions for data centers that
run on 100% renewable energy and reserve
10% of operational capacity for domestic
research.

Pé de Meia Educational Stipend
Retention Surge: Education Minister
Leonardo Barchini announced that the "Pé
de Meia" high school stipend program has
successfully cut dropouts by 28% over four
years, prompting plans to expand the
model to all public high school students.

Oscar Representation Selection for
Feito Pipa: The Brazilian Academy of
Cinema selected Allan de Berton’s "Feito
Pipa," starring Lazaro Ramos, to represent
the country for Best International Feature
at the 2027 Oscars, scheduled for March
14, 2027.

Unicamp Discovery of New Dissociative
Synthetic Drugs: Toxicological
researchers at Unicamp detected the first
global emergence of ketamine analogs DCK

and 2-FDCK inside consumer saliva
samples collected at commercial

entertainment events in Sao Paulo.
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AMIB National ICU Doctor Burnout
Survey: A nationwide survey of 2,300
intensive care physicians conducted by
AMIB revealed that 48.5% of critical care
doctors suffer from high emotional burnout,
with high workloads increasing medical
delivery risks by 25%.

Ukraine 2027 Military Defense Budget
Acceleration: Ukraine's Ministry of
Finance accelerated its draft 2027 budget,
increasing total defense spending to $110
billion, requiring $52 billion in
international aid to sustain daily war costs
of $190 million.

Feminicide Spike and Protective Order
Ineffectiveness: National tracking data
from the CNJ revealed a 4% increase in
feminicides, noting that one in three
victim n iv r tiv
order, highlighting cases like Bianca
Caroline and Adriana Meireles in Sao
Paulo.

Goias Commercial Tomato Industrial
Harvest: Industrial tomato farms in Goias
launched automated harvesting operations,
tracking output targets at 109 tons per
hectare despite climate shifts from early
rains.

Piaui Semi-Arid Dorper Sheep
Breeding: Commercial livestock
operations in Teresina successfully adapted
South African Dorper sheep to the semi-
arid climate, utilizing laparoscopic artificial

insemination, embryo transfers, and
Saanen goats as wet nurses.

Belo Horizonte Wall Collapse and
Interdictions: A major retaining wall

collapse at a lower construction site in Belo
Horizonte caused structural damage to
surrounding properties, prompting the
Defesa Civil to interdict seven homes and
ispl wenty residen

* Suape

Port Access Road Crater
Closure: Both directions of a key highway
accessing the Suape Port complex in Cabo
de Santo Agostinho were closed after a

massive crater opened in the asphalt

overnight due to drainage failures.

Mongagua Neighbor Dispute Gas
Explosion: A personal feud between two
neighbors in Mongagua ended in a massive
blast that partially destroyed a residential
building, after one resident intentionally
opened a gas cylinder valve, leaving two
injured and the block interdicted.

Stop Point-Blank
Fatality: Pizzaiolo Danilo Alves, 25, died
after being shot point-blank in the head by
a PM officer during a motorcycle stop in
Niteroi, prompting the arrest of the officer
after film logs disproved claims of
resistance.

Niteroi Police

Osasco Dealership Targeted Robbery
Mystery: Three armed men raided a car
dealership in Osasco, binding an elderly
employee and ignoring high-value vehicles
to steal only laptops and phone logs while
asking for the owner following a suspicious
"surprise" phone call.

Sao Paulo Disguised Delivery Driver
Ambushes: A prison guard returned fire

and wounded an armed thief who,
alongside three accomplices on
motorcycles, used a fake food delivery

kpack n _arm r in

southern Sao Paulo.

Dona Rose 12-Year Identity Death
Certificate Crisis: Resident Rose
continues a 12-year legal battle to annul an
erroneous 2013 notary death certificate
issued in her name, which has cancelled
her CPF, n her Bolsa Familia, an
blocked her access to SUS care.
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* Porto Alegre Graduation Event
Corporate Fraud: Over 25 clients filed
formal fraud complaints against an event
management company in Porto Alegre that
canceled long-planned graduation
ceremonies and 15th birthday parties at the
last minute, causing R$ 400,000 in direct
damages.

* Capao Redondo Cigarette Cargo Theft
Family Ring: Law enforcement agents
arrested two brothers running a family
cargo theft ring in southern Sao Paulo,
seizing fake delivery weapons and

connecting the group to nine separate
cargo robberies totaling R$ 1 million.

* Distracted Mobile Phone Eating Satiety
Study: A scientific review of 24
international studies published in Science
Direct confirmed that using mobile devices
during meals significantly increases food
consumption and reduces the perception of

iological sati ignal

* Sacramento Extreme Weather Power
Grid Emergency: The municipality of
Sacramento declared a formal state of
emergency after an intense storm with 70
km/h winds and hail caused widespread
damage to the urban and rural power grid,

forcing emergency repairs by Cemig.

* San Diego Drone Capture Home
Invasion: Law enforcement drone assets
tracked and captured a shirtless intruder
who broke into a San Diego residence
through a second-story window while the
owners were traveling, notably filmed

being greeted with toys by the family's
Golden Retriever.

* Pernambuco Multiculture Family
Farming Strategy: Smallholder Adriano
Alves in Pernambuco successfully secured
year-round income on a 5-hectare plot by
diversifying his production across chuchu,

va tr nd tildpia breedin n

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
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omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

h ://bl 1tproj rg/announcing-our-

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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