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THE 2026 RUSSIAN DUMA
ELECTIONS CONCLUDE AMIDST A
MASSIVE STRATEGIC DRONE
OFFENSIVE ON MOSCOW,
SIGNALING A DEEPER
INTEGRATION OF MILITARY
PERSONNEL INTO GOVERNANCE
AND THE NORMALIZATION OF A
HIGH-ATTRITION, LONG-TERM
CONFLICT STATE.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The final day of the 2026 Russian State Duma
elections was defined by a paradoxical
convergence of highly controlled domestic
rituals and unprecedented external kinetic
pressure. While the Kremlin orchestrated an
electoral process designed to validate its
military-political trajectory, Ukraine
launched its most significant aerial attack on
the Russian capital, utilizing over 1,600
drones and domestic cruise missiles to strike
critical energy infrastructure, including the
Kapotnya refinery, and residential sectors.
This strike, framing the election's final hours,
serves to persistent
vulnerability of the Russian interior despite
state narratives of total defensive control.

underscore the

Domestically, the election marks a structural
shift in Russian governance through the
systemic "veteranization" of the elite.
United Russia has aggressively integrated
"SVO heroes"—individuals with direct combat
experience in Ukraine—into its candidate
lists, effectively replacing traditional
technocrats with a new class of loyalists
forged in conflict. This transition is bolstered
by a legislative environment that has moved
from selective repression to a broad culture
of surveillance, evidenced by an "epidemic
of denunciations" and the normalization of
digital coercive mobilization tactics through
electronic registries and forced contracts
within the penal system.

Regionally, the day's reports indicate a
deepening  "fortress" mentality among
Russia's neighbors. Lithuania has accelerated
the construction of major military polygons
near the Suwalki Gap to deter potential
Russian-Belarusian aggression, while Finland
has institutionalized comprehensive civil
defense measures. Simultaneously, the safety
of Russian political exiles in the "near abroad"
is deteriorating, as Kazakhstan increasingly
facilitates the extradition of dissidents and
deserters back to the Russian Federation,
signaling a narrowing of sanctuary for those
fleeing the conflict or the state’s tightening

grip.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Massive Strategic Aerial Offensive on
Moscow

* Over 1,600 drones and cruise missiles
targeted the Moscow region, causing
significant damage to the Moscow Qil
Refinery and multiple residential complexes
in Ramenskoye and Kotelniki.
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e The attack resulted in at least two fatalities Militarization of Baltic Frontier
and twenty injuries in the Moscow region,

marking a significant escalation in the

reach and volume of Ukrainian long-range

e Lithuania has commenced the construction
of the Kapchiamiestis polygon to house
4,000 troops, specifically designed to
defend the Suwalki corridor against a
potential two-front assault from
Kaliningrad and Belarus.

Institutionalization of "Veterans" in the
State Duma

* United Russia has fielded 76 combat
veterans in the parliamentary elections,
signaling a deliberate effort to create a new
"military-political elite" loyal to the current
administration.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e Ukraine launched Operation Vivaldi, a

High-profile candidates include individuals
linked to units implicated in international
investigations, such as those involved in the

occupation of Bucha and Mariupol.

multi-phase counter-offensive in the Liman
sector, aiming to secure the banks of the
Zherebets River and collapse the Russian
defensive arc toward Slovyansk.

* Russian military industry is producing
Geran-4 and Geran-5 drones with Chinese
turbojet engines, increasing strike speeds

- The Yabloko party was systematically but significantly raising the fiscal cost per
dismantled through federal li unit compared to previous iterations.

cancellations and targeted arrests of
regional leaders, effectively removing the
last legal anti-war platform from the ballot.

Systemic Collapse of the Opposition Legal
Path

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* Analysis suggests the Russian elite is

* Opposition activity shifted toward symbolic undergoing a "Chechenization," where

protests like the "Noon for Peaceful Russia"
and digital acts of defiance, such as the
spoiling of ballots with anti-war messages.

repressive _mechanisms and military-style
governance are becoming the standard
nationwide, likely intensifying  post-
election.

Erosion of Asylum in Central Asia

* President Putin utilized electronic voting

for the sixth time, projecting an image of
digital mastery despite reported
cyberattacks on the system.

» Kazakhstan has transitioned from a neutral
sanctuary to a high-risk zone for Russian
exiles, with multiple reports of final asylum
denials and the imminent extradition of
activists like Mansur Mavlaev.

Civil Unrest & Social Order

* An "epidemic of denunciations" (donosy) is
being weaponized to settle personal and
business disputes, with over 147,000
reports to the FSB hotline in 2025 alone.

* Human rights organizations report that at
least 11 Russians hav
recently, with several already handed over
to the FSB.
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* Case studies include the arrest of a woman
in Pushkin for anti-war posts reported by a
neighbor during a land dispute, and a
business competitor in Plyos targeted by a
faked interview.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* The Russian budget deficit is projected to
reach 9 trillion rubles as military spending
devours up to 10% of GDP.

* Grain exports have seen a 2.5x collapse in
some sectors due to domestic logistics
failures and falling global prices,
threatening the solvency of agro-industrial
enterprises.

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* Russia is aggressively applying new laws
that allow for the seizure of assets from
individuals labeled "foreign agents," as
seen in the billion-ruble asset seizure of
businessman Alexei Shevtsov.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Evolution of Coercive Mobilization
The strategy for maintaining manpower in the
Russian military has evolved from the chaotic
"partial
sophisticated, multi-channel coercive system.
This "stealth mobilization" targets specific
audiences: debtors, prisoners, students, and
employees of large enterprises. The
deployment of the Unified Electronic Registry,
while technically flawed,
psychological deterrent, creating a state of
"digital paralysis"
traveling or conducting property transactions.
A particularly grim trend is the recruitment of
directly from SIZOs, where

mobilization" of 2022 to a

Serves as a

where citizens fear

prisoners

investigators offer a binary choice: rot in

prison or go to the front.

The "Hero" to Legislator Pipeline The
integration of combatants into the State Duma
is more than a symbolic gesture; it is a re-
engineering of the loyalist base. By placing
individuals like Vladislav Golovin or members
of units associated with the occupation of
Bucha into legislative roles, the Kremlin is
creating a cohort of lawmakers who are
personally and legally tied to the continuation
of the war. These individuals are effectively
"sanction-proof" within the domestic system
but permanently alienated from the West,
ensuring they remain committed to the

regime's survival at all costs.

Atmospheric Repression and the Social
Contract The social contract in Russia is
being rewritten to demand proactive loyalty
rather than passive acceptance. The surge in
denunciations for emoji usage or private
phone calls indicates that the state is
successfully delegating surveillance to the
citizenry. This "horizontal repression" reduces
the cost of policing for the state while
maximizing social atomization. Furthermore,
the militarization of childhood s
accelerating, with  schools introducing
mandatory symbols like drones on student
patches, signaling the state's intent to
normalize conflict for the next generation.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Elite Infighting and Succession Hedging

e While the public face of the Duma remains
unified, analysts point to a potential raksol
elit (elite split) between technocrats
focused on economic survival (Mishustin,
Sobyanin) and hardline ‘"siloviki." The
inclusion of veterans is a hedge by the
siloviki to ensure a physical and ideological
presence in the legislature should the
technocratic faction attempt a pivot to de-
escalation.

* The removal of traditional regional leaders
like Pushilin and Saldo from the top of
Duma lists suggests a lack of confidence in
their ability to manage a unified political
space or a desire to keep them focused on
territorial control rather than federal
policy.

Institutional Decay and Service Collapse

* In Russia's periphery, such as the village of
Priiskovaya, the collapse of state services is
total. Residents live in crumbling
infrastructure with "holes in the walls,"
relying on illegal gold mining and seasonal
foraging while the state focuses exclusively
on resource extraction and war efforts. This
reflects a systemic abandonment of non-
strategic rural populations.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Weaponizing the "Near Abroad”

* Russia is successfully pressuring Central
Asian states, particularly Kazakhstan and
Kyrgyzstan, to eliminate safe havens for its
citizens. The shift in Kazakhstan’s judicial
stance on asylum indicates that Moscow is
weaponizing regional security pacts to
reclaim human capital and punish

dissenters.

* In contrast, Armenia under Pashinyan is

framed as a fragile sanctuary that is
actively trying to distance itself from
Russian-led security structures like the
CSTO to protect Russian exiles.

Strategic Deterrence and Counter-

Infrastructure

* The Baltic states are moving beyond
rhetoric toward ‘"anti-tank" geography.
Lithuania’s plan to restore swamps along
the border and install "dragon's teeth"
signals a long-term commitment to making
a ground invasion physically impossible,
rather than just politically costly.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Russian economy is entering a period of
structural exhaustion, where high oil prices
(near $100 per barrel) are insufficient to
offset the massive costs of the war and
domestic logistics failures. While the budget
appears bolstered by energy rents, the 9
trillion ruble deficit and a fuel crisis that has
forced rationing at gas stations in regions like
Yekaterinburg reveal deep fissures in the
distribution network. The "military-industrial
complex" is functioning as a fiscal black
hole, where the high cost of advanced
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components, such as Chinese engines for
drones, is significantly inflating the defense
budget.

Key Economic Vectors

* Commodity Prices: Oil at 106 dollars due
to Middle Eastern escalation, yet domestic
fuel shortages persist due to refinery
strikes and priority exports.

Agricultural Collapse: Grain export
volumes fell by 2.5 times compared to
averages, leading to state intervention and
potential bankruptcies of large farms.

» State Seizures: Utilization of the "Foreign
Agent" status to nationalize assets, totaling
billions of rubles in real estate and
corporate shares in a single case.

Logistics Barriers: Increased costs due to

the need for anti-drone netting over

warehouses (Wildberries spending
hundreds of millions) and decentralized rail
logistics for grain.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The electoral cycle has been used to purge
unreliable elements and promote a new,
conflict-hardened loyalist class. The "winners"
are those who have successfully converted
battlefield participation into political capital,
while the "losers" are the old-guard regional
administrators and independent technocrats.

e Vladislav Golovin (The "Red
Rucksack"): Promoted as the face of the
new elite. A "Putin favorite," his rise signals
the prioritization of loyalty and combat
experience over
competence.

administrative

* Alexander Lapin: Despite his removal
after the Kursk breakthrough, he remains a
Duma candidate, suggesting a "recycling"
of failed generals into political roles to
maintain their silence and loyalty.

* Yabloko Leadership (Shlosberg,
Vishnevsky, etc.): Systematically purged
from the legal political arena through
criminal cases and "Foreign Agent"
designations, effectively ending their
careers as legal participants in governance.

Nikolay Rybakov: Disqualified from the
Duma list due to "extremist symbolism"

charges, illustrating the state's use of
minor technicalities to block high-profile
dissent.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The day’s broadcast was dominated by the
dichotomy between the Russian election
"ritual" and the reality of the war. The lead
stories prioritized the Ukrainian drone strikes
on Moscow and the structural shifts in the
State Duma lists. There was a clear editorial
focus on the human cost of repression, with
significant airtime given to Belarusian prison
conditions and Kazakh extradition cases. The
tone was analytical and skeptical, particularly
regarding the "electronic registry" and its
supposed omniscience. A buried story was
the actual day-to-day progress of the
"Operation Vivaldi" counter-offensive, which
was described in optimistic but vague terms.
Conspicuous omissions included any
discussion of Russian territorial gains or
successful defensive operations, as well as the
impact of Western sanctions on the average
Russian consumer, focusing instead on the
macro-level budget deficit.
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GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The international landscape is portrayed as a
bifurcated system: a consolidation of
defensive democratic states (Baltics, Finland)
vs. an aggressive, totalitarian Russian core
that is co-opting regional
satellites (Kazakhstan) or pressuring neutral
ones (Armenia). The US is framed as a theater
of technological and social contradiction,
where the opioid crisis and rural-tech conflicts
over data centers parallel Russian societal
decay.

COUNTRIES

successfully

* Russia: Portrayed as an "apophatic
totalitarianism" where the state seeks to
"extinguish" the individual through a mix of
digital registries and horizontal

surveillance. Quotes describe the system as

* Ukraine: Framed as a resilient and
increasingly bold kinetic actor. The focus is
on its long-range strike capabilities and
"Operation Vivaldi," portraying a nation
fighting for its survival through strategic
innovation.

* Lithuania/Estonia: Depicted as the
vanguard of European defense. They are
"visionary" in their realization that their
survival depends on physical barriers and
high-tech in rial growth.

LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Characterized as a
"deeply conservative inductivist" who
values ritual over reality. He is seen as a
"specialist in special operations" for whom
truth is a fluid tool for power maintenance.

* Volodymyr Zelensky: Portrayed as a
commander-in-chief successfully confirming

strategic strikes while navigating the
complex international landscape  of
"Operation Vivaldi."

¢ Alexander Lukashenko: Framed as a

hybrid war practitioner using migration
and border provocations to destabilize the
EU on Russia's behalf.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* United Russia: Not a political party but a
loyalty-check mechanism for regional elites,
now being infused with "meat-grinder"
veterans to ensure regime continuity.

* Ichel Lesom (Get Lost): Portrayed as a
vital lifeline for those seeking to avoid
mobilization, providing the only real
"counsel" in a state of chaos.

* US Data Center Developers: Framed as
neo-industrial encroachers who bring
"billions in investment" but at the cost of
rural health and r r

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The Russian state is
actively seeding the idea that drone attacks
are not military actions but attempts to
"thwart elections," framing the defense of
the capital as a civilian patriotic duty.

* Censorship & Manipulation: The use of
Al-generated deep-fakes to compromise
business competitors (as in the Shevtsov
case) indicates a new frontier in domestic
information warfare where "truth" is
discarded in favor of procedural pretexts
for asset seizure.
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* Delta between Spin and Reality: While
the state claims 1,600 drones were
intercepted, the visual evidence of fires at
the Kapotnya refinery and residential hits
suggests a significant penetration of
Moscow's PVO (Air Defense) systems.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Post-Election Manpower Drive: With the
election '"ritual" complete, the Kremlin is
likely to move from stealth mobilization to a
more aggressive recruitment phase,
potentially utilizing the electronic registry
to its full, punitive capacity to address the

"manpower problems" highlighted by
experts. "The mobilization n't end; i

* Suwalki Provocation: The concentration
of Lithuanian forces and Russian "hybrid
attacks" suggests a
escalation risk in the Suwalki corridor,
where a localized provocation could be
used to test NATO's Article 5 resolve this
fall.

Internal Governance Crisis: The
replacement of technocrats with war
veterans in the Duma could lead to a
breakdown in specialized governance,
as loyalty-first legislators struggle to
manage the complex economic collapse and
fuel crises emerging in the provinces.

medium-term

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): We expect a surge
in post-election arrests of individuals
identified through "Noon against War" footage
and denunciation backlogs. Digital registries
will likely begin blocking credit and property
rights for "deserters" in a pilot phase.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Russian
budget will face a liquidity crisis as military
expenditures hit 10% of GDP, potentially
leading to further "nationalization" of private
assets to cover the 9 trillion ruble deficit.
Ukraine will likely continue targeting
refineries to destabilize the fuel market
during the winter.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Baltic states will
become militarized zones, permanently
decoupling their economies and security from
the Russian sphere. Russia will likely face a
generational crisis as the '"veteran elite"
struggles to transition from a war footing to
civil administration, potentially leading to

internal stability risks.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk: Collapse of Russian Civil Energy
Infrastructure. Triggers: Sustained
Ukrainian drone strikes on major refineries
and electrical substations during winter.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Catastrophic
social unrest and fuel shortages for critical
services. Mitigations: Expansion of passive
drone defense (netting) and relocation of
key systems, though these are cost-

* Risk: NATO-Russia Border Clash
(Suwalki Corridor). Triggers: Accidental
or intentional crossing of the Lithuanian/
Polish border by Wagner-style units or
"lost" regular troops. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Potential for a high-intensity
regional war. Mitigations:
construction of the Kapchiamiestis polygon
and deployment of NATO brigade-level
units.

Continued
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* Risk: Accelerated Opioid Epidemic in
Africa and Asia. Triggers: The spread of
Tramadol and Fentanyl through illicit
pharmaceutical channels established
during conflict periods. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Destabilization of workforce and
healthcare systems in Ghana, Nigeria, and
Thailand. Mitigations: Stricter international
monitoring of synthetic opioid precursor
chemicals.

Risk: Systemic Food Supply Chain
Rupture in Russia. Triggers: Further 2.5x
drop in grain exports combined with
regional fuel shortages for agricultural
machinery. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Nationalization of the agricultural sector
and domestic bread rationing. Mitigations:
Emergency state subsidies and pivot to
Chinese rail export routes.

Risk: Violent Backlash from the
"Veteran Elite." Triggers: Economic crisis
leading to a reduction in benefits for war
participants or an attempt by technocrats
to marginalize "SVO heroes" in the Duma.
Likelihood: Low but rising. Impact:
Fragmentation of the security apparatus.
Mitigations: Continued propaganda and
prioritizing veteran pay above all other
social spending.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Ukrainian Frontline Attrition: While
"Operation Vivaldi" is highlighted, the
transcripts lack data on Ukrainian
casualties and equipment losses, which
are essential for determining the long-term
sustainability of the Liman offensive.

e Russian Civil Disobedience: The extent

of passive resistance among the millions of
men in the registry is unknown. It is
unclear if they will comply with the digital
bans or if a black market for registry
"cleaning" will emerge.

Chinese Strategic Redline: The
transcripts mention Chinese engines in
Russian drones, but not whether Beijing is
placing limits on the scale of this
support to avoid Western secondary
sanctions.

Zaporizhzhia Nuclear Risks: Reports on
the defense of Zaporizhzhia focus on
conventional strikes but omit the current
status and security risks of the Nuclear
Power Plant, a major regional flashpoint.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

e The Veteran Troian Horse: The

mainstream view is that veterans in the
Duma represent the ultimate loyalist base.
However, a contrarian view suggests that
these individuals—many with PTSD and
combat instincts—could become the most
dangerous faction for Putin. If the state
fails to provide for them, they have the
moral authority and tactical skills to lead a
"patriotic" coup against a "betraying"
technocratic elite.

Refinery Strikes as a Controlled Burn:
While striking refineries seems to hurt the
Russian economy, it could also allow the
state to forcefully consolidate the
energy sector under direct military
control, using "war necessity" to seize
private shares from oligarchs who are not
100% aligned with the siloviki.
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* Black Swan Event: A refugee-driven
border collapse in Central Asia. If the
Russian economy truly fractures, the flow
of people back toward Central Asia
(migrant workers) could trigger civil unrest
in the Osh region or Karasu market,

destabilizing the soft underbelly of Russian

Cybersecurity for Logistics: Companies
like Wildberries and agro-exporters are
facing physical and digital threats;
investments in passive drone defense and
localized, resilient IT infrastructure are
mandatory.

Energy Market Volatility: With oil

regional influence. reaching 106 dollars and Russian refineries

under attack, investors should expect
sustained high volatility in refined products
(diesel, jet fuel) through early 2027.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

* Counter-Surveillance Support: Western

agencies should prioritize tools that help
anonymize digital
footprints to protect them from the
"denunciation epidemic."

The current State Duma session has focused
on total societal alignment with the war
effort, emphasizing traditionalist values to
distance Russia from the West and creating
legal frameworks for coercive labor and
resource mobilization.

BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

Russian  citizens

* Suwalki Reinforcement: The accelerated
Lithuanian polygon should be matched by
rapid-reaction logistical exercises by other

NATO members to prove reinforcement * Maternal Capital Extension to 2030: A

speed. strategic move to encourage demographic
* Sanction Evasion Mapping: Focus on the growth despite war attrition, tied to

supply chain of Chinese turbojet engines nationalist incentives.
iflent}:tlﬁeﬁl in ierin'-;L/S drorllfls.t.to dl:r::lf:t «Ban on "Childfree” and "LGBT"
e high-speed strike capabilities ol the Ideologies: Legislation designed to

VKS. criminalize lifestyle choices that do not

For Private Sector/Investors: contribute to the state's long-term
manpower needs.
* Transit Risk in Kazakhstan: The political « Ban on Adoption to Gender-Transition-
shift toward extradition suggests that Permitting Countries: Further isolation
Kazakhstan is no longer a safe legal

of Russian children from the Western
adoption market.

Unified Electronic Registry for Military
Service: A legal framework for the
automatic restriction of civil rights (driving,
property sales) for those failing to report to
military commissariats.

jurisdiction for employees or sensitive
data related to the Russian exile
community.
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HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Duma FElection Debates: Notable for the
absence of candidates, with many airslots
left empty or featuring silence, signaling
the irrelevance of public discourse in the
current system.

* Pashinyan Statement on CSTO: Official
remarks indicating Armenia's intent to exit
the security bloc, a major diplomatic shift

in the Caucasus.

KEY STORIES

* Moscow Strategic Refinery Strike: A
massive drone and missile attack targeted
the Kapotnya refinery, causing large fires
and forcing residents in Ramenskoye to flee
falling debris.

Duma Election Conclusion: The final
hours of voting in Russia, featuring
electronic glitches, widespread
"Noon for Peaceful Russia" gatherings, and
spoilers like the "Yabloko for Peace" ballot
markings.

voting

Operation Vivaldi: Ukrainian forces
reported the liberation of three settlements

near Liman, seeking to breakthrough
Russian defensive lines in the Zherebets
river sector.

The Rise of the "Red Rucksack": Profiles
of war veteran Vladislav Golovin, a new
candidate for United Russia, symbolizing
the transition of combatants to the political
elite.

Kazakh Asylum Crisis: The final denial of
asylum to Mansur Mavlaev and the broader
trend of Kazakhstan facilitating the return
of dissidents to Russia.

Lithuanian Polygon Construction: The
launch of the Kapchiamiestis military site
to defend the Suwalki corridor against
Kaliningrad-based threats.

Belarusian Prison Conditions: Detailed
reports on the '"yellow tag" system for
political prisoners and the use of forced
agricultural labor (Khimiya) in Belarus.

Denunciation Epidemic: The rise of
147,000 FSB reports, including cases of

neighbors reporting each other over land

disputes and "wrong" emojis in group
chats.
Russian Budget Deficit: Economic

analysis of the 9 trillion ruble shortfall and
the impact of the fuel crisis on regional gas
stations.

Grain Export Collapse: Reports of a 2.5x
drop in grain exports, logistical failures,
and falling prices threatening the Russian
agro-sector.

Defense of Zaporizhzhia: Ukrainian
mobile air groups reported
intercepting 85 targets in a single day to
protect the city from FPV drones and
Shaheds.

defense

Aphanasyivka Flood Recovery: A three-
year lookback at the Kakhovka Dam breach
impact, showing a community living in
permanent  "island" conditions  with
destroyed infrastructure.

US Data Center Controversy: Residents
in Georgia and Virginia protesting the
environmental and health impacts of
massive Al data center construction.

Global Opioid Crisis: Analysis of
Tramadol in Africa and the
evolution of the Fentanyl epidemic in North
America.

iction
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* Plastic Surgery Trends: The rise of
cosmetic procedures in Brazil, Japan, and
Iran, and the |historical roots of
reconstruction surgery from World War I.

* The Abandoned Mines of Priiskovaya: A
report on the socio-economic decay in
Siberian mining towns, where illegal gold

panning is the only survival mechanism.

* Sakharov Special Detention Center
Memoirs: Activists recalling their time in
the Sakharov detention center, detailing
cultural clashes between guards and
educated protesters.

* Iranian-Russian Academic Military
Exchange: Investigation into Iranian
students at MAI and Bauman University
working on technologies for drones and gas
centrifuges.

* Yabloko's "Plan B": The party's strategy
of encouraging voters to write anti-war

messages on ballots after their lists were
disqualified.

* Finland's Underground Shelters: A tour
of the civil defense "caves" designed to
protect entire towns for extended periods.

* Karasu Market in Kyrgyzstan: A portrait
of a regional trade hub struggling with
post-pandemic supply chain issues and
extreme poverty.

* The Romanian Stray Dog Business:

Exposure of corruption in municipal animal

shelters where government funds are
embezzled while animals are mistreated.

e Leila Slimani Interview: The author

discussing her new novel on identity and
freedom in the context of Moroccan-French

cultural friction.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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