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PAKISTAN FACES A SIMULTANEOUS
CRISIS OF ESCALATING DOMESTIC
UNREST, SYSTEMIC CROSS-BORDER
TERRORISM, AND VOLATILE
MIDDLE EASTERN GEOPOLITICAL
SHIFTS THAT THREATEN TO DERAIL
A FRAGILE ECONOMIC RECOVERY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 20, 2026, represents a critical
nexus of internal and external pressures for
the Pakistani state. Domestically, the
government is besieged by two distinct
protest movements: a populist "Train March"
led by Jamaat-e-Islami (JI) focused on the
petroleum levy and electricity costs, and a
high-stakes political confrontation with the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) following
the arrest of Aleema Khan. The administration
is attempting to manage these challenges
through a combination of legal suppression
(3MPO) and dire warnings of economic
paralysis, estimating daily losses at 120
billion rupees should Islamabad be effectively
"choked" by protesters.

Simultaneously, the security environment has
deteriorated sharply. A devastating suicide
attack in Kohat and ongoing operations in

Kalat underscore a sophisticated nexus
between Fitna al-Khawarij (TTP), BLA, and
alleged foreign intelligence support, which
Pakistani officials explicitly link to Afghan
Taliban sanctuaries. On the global stage,
Pakistan is being pulled into the Saudi-Houthi-
Iran conflict, with Turkey suggesting a
tripartite defense arrangement to protect
Saudi military needs. The day is characterized
by a government trying to project strength
through structural reforms—such as exiting
the electricity purchasing market—while
visibly struggling to maintain the basic rule of
law and territorial security.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The following overarching developments
represent the day's highest strategic
importance:

* Systemic Surge in Militant Violence: A
major suicide attack in Kohat and combat
operations in Balochistan indicate a multi-
front security crisis.

o The Kohat bombing martyred at least 23
individuals and injured 130 others.

o Security forces in Kalat successfully
rescued 23 hostages from a militant
checkpoint used for extortion.

o Intelligence reports claim a "nexus"
between RAW, the Afghan Taliban, and

TTP to destabilize Pakistan's security.
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* Escalating Civil Unrest and Political
Suppression: Political polarization is
hardening as the government moves to
preempt large-scale marches.

o The arrest of Aleema Khan in Lahore
under the 3MPO ordinance signals a pre-
emptive strike against PTI's September
27th march.

o Jamaat-e-Islami launched a long march
via train from Karachi, targeting
Islamabad over the 106-rupee petroleum
tax.

o The government warns that protests will
cause a daily loss of 120 billion rupees to
the national economy.

* Regional Conflict Contagion: The
Houthi-Saudi conflict is increasingly
involving Pakistani and Turkish interests.
o Houthis launched a ballistic missile
toward Riyadh, which was intercepted in
mid-air.

o Turkey proposed reviewing a tripartite
defense agreement with Pakistan to

address Saudi military requirements.

oIran has reportedly sent peace

conditions to the Trump
administration via Qatari and Pakistani
mediators.

* Radical Energy Sector Transformation:
The state is attempting to decouple itself
from the role of the primary energy
purchaser.

o Minister Awais Leghari announced that

the government is exiting the power

purchasing business, allowing direct
trade between producers and

consumers.
o The initial phase will apply to large
industrial  consumers over one
megawatt.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
military remains the primary guarantor of
stability amid a "Fitna al-Khawarij" offensive.
The ISPR reported the elimination of eight
terrorists in Hangu, though six soldiers,
including two officers, were martyred in the
exchange. The rhetoric from the Ministry of
Information has sharpened against the
Afghan Taliban, demanding they stop
"running from responsibility" and dismantle
terrorist networks.

Civil Unrest & Social Order: Social order is
under threat from both organized political
opposition and rampant street crime. In
Karachi, a family of five was found dead in an
apparent mass suicide linked to economic
distress and a recent robbery. The JI long
march is framed by leaders as a public
referendum against the current economic
system.

Energy &  Critical Minerals: The
government claims a 4,300 billion rupee
saving from renegotiating Independent Power
Producer (IPP) contracts. This is part of a
broader push to reduce the circular debt and
lower electricity costs for industrial sectors to

boost international competitiveness.

Diplomacy & Statecraft: Pakistan is acting
as a crucial diplomatic conduit between
Iran and the West. Foreign Minister Ishaq Dar
is coordinating with Iranian counterpart
Abbas Araghchi to ensure the security of

maritime supply chains in the Persian Gulf
and Red Sea.

Macroeconomics & Trade: Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb noted that foreign
reserves have reached 21.4 billion dollars, yet
he cautioned that a «civil disobedience
movement could slash export volumes by 50
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percent and disrupt the IT sector's 13 million
dollar daily output.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of the "Khawarij"
Label: A distinct linguistic shift is evident in
state media and official communications. The
term "Fitna
systematically used to delegitimize the TTP
and its affiliates, framing them not just as
enemies of the state but as religious deviants.
This narrative is being used to pressure the
Afghan Taliban, citing the Doha Agreement
as a legal basis for nter-terrorism

by Pakistan on foreign soil if necessary.

al-Khawarij" is now

The End of the Monopolistic Energy
State: The announcement of the "Power
Market Model" signals the government's
admission that it can no longer sustain the
costs of being a middleman. By allowing
direct purchase and sale of electricity, the
government is attempting a "market-
cleansing" to force efficiency. However, the
risk remains that this will benefit industrial
elites while leaving the 200-unit lifeline
consumers at the mercy of a volatile and
under-regulated market.

Diplomatic Mediatory Arbitrage: Pakistan
is leveraging its unique relationship with Iran
and its strategic importance to Saudi Arabia
to act as a bufferr The dual messaging—
supporting Saudi sovereignty against Houthi
drones while facilitating Iranian peace
overtures—suggests a policy of "arbitrage"
where Pakistan seeks to prevent a regional
war that would devastate its own oil supply
routes.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The domestic landscape is characterized by a
crisis of institutional legitimacy. The
Islamabad High Court has issued rulings
against blocking roads, which the opposition
Jamaat-e-Islami dismisses as secondary to
the constitutional right to food security and
fair wages. This sets the stage for a judicial-
political confrontation.

* Elite Infighting: The arrest of Aleema
Khan is seen by PTI as political revenge,
while the government justifies it as a
necessary measure for li f
Factionalism within the government is
hinted at by PTI claims that internal
differences prevented a deal with Mohsin
Naqgvi.

Institutional Decay: A major corruption
scandal in the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
Cities Improvement Project involving 97

billion rupees highlights the ongoing
struggle with financial governance despite
oversight bodies like NAB.

* Public Sentiment: The MD CAT exams
were a focal point of public anger, as
students fainted due to heat and lack of
ventilation in exam centers, reflecting a

failure of basic administrative competence.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Pakistan is navigating an
multipolar and  hostile

Officials frame the "outside world" as a source
of both threat (Afghan-based terror) and
mediation (Qatari-Iranian-US channels). The
Saudi-Chinese move to explore digital
currency alternatives to the dollar (mBridge)
is presented as a major shift, although Saudi

increasingly
environment.
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Arabia has reportedly withdrawn from the
project recently, indicating a complex
balancing act with US financial systems.

* Strategic Maneuverability: Pakistan is
attempting to project power defensively.
The Sea Spark 2026 naval exercise is
designed to test the transition from peace
to war and protect the maritime supply
chain.

* Alliance Shifting: The mention of a
Turkey-Pakistan defense agreement
regarding Saudi Arabia suggests a new

bloc forming to provide security services to
If monarchi ntiall in

traditional US-centric frameworks.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic outlook is dominated by
stabilization efforts that are not yet yielding
populist relief. While macro indicators like
foreign reserves show improvement, the
micro-impact of energy costs and taxes is
driving political volatility.

* Inflation and Taxation: The petroleum
levy and Climate Support Levy have

collectively generated over 150 billion
rupees in excess of targets, leading to

accusations of the government using fuel as
a "Jagga Tax" (extortion).

* Energy Costs: Electricity prices are being
impacted by Circular Debt and the legacy
of IPP contracts, leading to a push for a

deregulated market.

 Commodities: Oil prices are volatile due
to Strait of Hormuz tensions, with Iranian
oil sales reaching a two-year high despite
US blockade efforts.

Logistics: Protests are estimated to

threaten a 90 million dollar daily trade

volume if they disrupt supply lines.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a tightening of
security and a consolidation of power by the
ruling coalition.

* Aleema Khan: Currently detained; the

arrest signifies a high-risk tactic to
decapitate PTI leadership before the
September 27th march under 3MPO.

* Mohsin Naqvi: Acting as a pivotal
negotiator and security lead; his role in
meeting Allama Nasir Abbas highlights
his position as the regime's primary
political fireman.

* Hafiz Naeem ur Rehman: The primary
beneficiary of populist anger; his Train
March has positioned JI as a credible
alternative to both the government and PTI.

* Ishaq Dar: Elevating his profile as a
regional diplomat, meeting with Iranian
and UN officials to manage global supply
chain risks.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

Lead Stories: The broadcast prioritizes the
Kohat attack and the JI Train March. The
tone is nationalist and security-focused when
discussing terrorism, but notably balanced
when covering JI's demands, reflecting the
broad public consensus on fuel price relief.
The arrest of Aleema Khan is treated with
high urgency as a potential spark for further
unrest.

Buried Stories: The 97 billion rupee
corruption scandal in KP and the mBridge exit

by Saudi Arabia received less analysis, likely
to avoid highlighting governmental
dysfunction or sensitive shifts in Saudi-US
financial relations.
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Emotional Tone: The tone oscillates between
reassurance regarding economic indicators
(Aurangzeb) and alarmism regarding the
impact of protests. There is a conspicuous
attempt to frame the Fitna al-Khawarij
threat as an existential "us versus them"

battle involving foreign sponsorship.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts portray a world shifting
toward multipolarity, where traditional
Western dominance is fading in favor of
Chinese influence and regional power plays.

COUNTRIES

e Iran: Portrayed as a strategic partner
and a source of regional risk. Iranian
officials are shown as willing to negotiate
but prepared for war, specifically warning

the US of "painful attacks" on its bases.

* Saudi Arabia: Characterized as a strong
but vulnerable ally in need of defense
support against "non-state" actors. Its
relationship with Pakistan is framed as
foundational to Pakistani ri

* Afghanistan: Framed as a hostile
neighbor and an "irresponsible" state that
sponsors terrorism. Officials describe it as
a "direct threat" to Pakistan's sovereignty.

LEADERS

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as an
unpredictable but key arbiter of Middle
Eastern peace. His response to Iranian
peace terms is seen as the linchpin of

regional stability.

e Imran Khan: Depicted by the opposition
as a persecuted leader and by the state as

an instigator of violence. The state aims to

link his movement to "Fitna" and disorder.

* Narendra Modi: Portrayed as a threat to
regional stability through  "Hindu

nationalism" and technological warfare via

drones.
NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Fitna al-Khawarij (TTP): Labeled as
foreign-sponsored terrorists who hide
behind the Afghan Taliban and RAW

proxies.

* Houthis: Framed as aggressors against
civilian populations in Saudi Arabia,
whose actions threaten the global oil

supply chain.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The "meta-narrative" of the day is the
criminalization of protest. By repeatedly
highlighting the 120 billion rupee daily loss
and linking political marches to terrorism
risk, the government is attempting to
manufacture public consent for repressive
measures. Concurrently, the use of religious
labels like "Khawarij" for militants is a
calculated effort to erode their local support
bases and moral standing. The delta between
spin and truth is most visible in the "Power
Market Model" announcement, which is
framed as a benefit for the industrial sector
while largely ignoring the potential for price

gouging of residential users.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Escalating Domestic Confrontation: The
arrest of Aleema Khan and the refusal of JI
to call off its march suggests a violent
collision in Islamabad within the next
week. If PTI and JI combine forces, the
government's capacity to hold the "Red

Zone" will be severely tested.

* Kinetic Border Action: Given the harsh
rhetoric toward Kabul and the
"documentary evidence" of TTP
sanctuaries, Pakistan is likely preparing for
targeted cross-border strikes or
significant drone operations against TTP
leadership in Kandahar or Kabul.

* Energy Market Volatility: The exit of the
state from power purchasing will likely lead
to a short-term increase in industrial
output but may trigger social unrest if
residential electricity rates spike as the
government shifts costs to households to
cover remaining circular debt.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect mass
arrests of secondary PTI and ]JI leadership to
prevent the capital from being besieged. The
medical high alert in Islamabad hospitals
indicates the state expects casualties.
Security operations in Hangu and Kalat will
likely expand to neighboring districts.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Trump
administration's response to Iran (should he
be in power or as a candidate) will dictate
whether oil prices stabilize or skyrocket,
which directly impacts Pakistan's fiscal deficit.
The new electricity market will see its first
major contract disputes between private
entities.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Pakistan may move
toward a post-US regional security
architecture involving Turkey, China, and
potentially Iran, focused on protecting BRI/
CPEC corridors from asymmetric threats. The
structural changes in the energy market will
determine if Pakistan can pivot to an export-

led growth model.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The following table identifies the most
significant risks currently facing the state:

» Total Capital Paralysis: The risk of
protesters "choking" Islamabad. Triggers:
Joint JI-PTI-Farmer march reaching D-
Chowk. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Catastrophic economic loss and political
collapse. Mitigations: Negotiating specific
protest zones (F-9 Park) and reducing the
petroleum levy.

Regional Conflict Contagion: Escalation
of Houthi attacks on Saudi oil
infrastructure. Triggers: Failed US-Iran
negotiations and Houthi drone strikes on
militarily sensitive targets. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Fuel shortages and
extreme inflation in Pakistan. Mitigations:
Active triparti fen iplom

Cross-Border Military Escalation: Direct
conflict between Pakistan and Afghan
Taliban forces. Triggers: Another mass-
casualty attack in Pakistan traced to Kabul.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Destabilization
of the western border and increased
refugee flows. Mitigations: Engaging

Qatari mediators to pressure Kabul.
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* Energy Market Failure: Private entities
unable to fulfill power supply contracts
under the new model. Triggers: Sudden
fuel price spike or infrastructure sabotage.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Industrial
shutdowns and unemployment.

Mitigations: Robust regulatory oversight

of the new power market.

* Institutional Civil War: Conflict between
the judiciary and the executive over the
right to protest. Triggers: The government
ignoring High Court orders to keep roads
open or using excessive force. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Complete breakdown of the
legal system. Mitigations: Legislative
clarity on protest boundaries.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Economic Impact of IPP

Renegotiations: While the government
claims massive savings, it is unclear if
these savings will actually be passed to
residential consumers or merely used to
reduce the budget deficit.

s TTP-BLA Command Structure:

Broadcasts mention a "nexus" but provide
little detail on how a religiously
motivated TTP coordinates with an
ethno-nationalist BLA beyond shared
sanctuaries.

* Saudi-Houthi Peace Terms: The exact
nature of the "conditions" sent via Qatar
is not explained, leaving a gap in
understanding the potential for a lasting
ceasefire.

* The Fate of the 23 Hostages: While the
ISPR claims they were rescued, their

identities and the circumstances of their
kidnapping remain vague.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Controlled Chaos" Hypothesis: The
government may be intentionally allowing or
amplifying the "Train March" narrative to use
the threat of mass unrest as leverage in IMF
negotiations to seek a reprieve from tax
targets. By portraying the country as on the
brink of collapse, they seek "security
premiums" from international lenders.

The Diplomatic Stalling Tactic: Iran's
peace overtures through Qatari/Pakistani
channels may not be sincere efforts at peace
but rather a stalling tactic to prevent further
US/Israeli strikes while they consolidate
regional proxies. A Black Swan event would
be a sudden Iranian blockade of the Strait of
Hormuz despite ongoing talks, which would

instantly bankrupt Pakistan's energy sector.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security: Immediately implement the
Turkey-Pakistan defense
secure energy corridors and deter Houthi

escalation against Saudi interests.
* Diplomacy: "Regional
Approach" involving China and Russia to

create a unified pressure front on the
Afghan Taliban.

review to

Formalize the

* Social Order: Designate "Protest Parks"
to balance the right to assembly with the

High Court requirement to keep arterial

roads open.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Strategy: Large industrial firms

should prepare for direct power purchase

reemen PPA to hedge against
government price fluctuations.

* Logistics Security: IT and export firms
should activate remote-work protocols
and alternative shipping routes to mitigate
the risk of Islamabad/Karachi lockdowns.

* Compliance: Closely monitor NAB
inquiries into urban development projects
in KP, as contractor audits are likely to
intensify.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative and policy activity focused on
emergency security measures and the radical
restructuring of the energy market. Key
events included the Senate opposition
meetings and the Cabinet notification on
austerity measures.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o 3MPO Ordinance: Used to authorize
the preventative detention of political
figures like Aleema Khan based on
"public order" risks.

c Power Market Model Policy: A
cabinet-level decision to end the
government’s monopsony on electricity
purchasing.

o Petroleum Levy Regulations: Ongoing
debate regarding the 106-rupee tax
burden and whether to convert it back to
GST to allow for provincial sharing.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Minister Leghari's Energy Briefing:
Defined the new electricity market rules

starting with industrial users.

o Finance Minister Aurangzeb's
Economic Warning: Quantified the
financial costs of dissent to the business
community.

°© JI Media Briefing: Hafiz Naeem ur
Rehman demanded the immedi
withdrawal of petroleum taxes or the
march would become a "movement to
topple the government."

KEY STORIES

e Kohat Suicide Attack: A suicide bomber

targeted the Old Police Lines in Kohat,
followed by an eight-man militant assault
on CTD and Special Branch offices. The
death toll rose to 23 people, with 130
injured. Security forces eventually Kkilled all
attackers.

* JI Train March Launch: Hafiz Naeem ur

Rehman led the departure of the "Super
Long March" from Karachi Cantt Station.
The march is stopping in major Sindh
towns, calling for a reduction in electricity
bills and taxes.

Aleema Khan Arrest: The sister of former
PM Imran Khan was arrested in Lahore
under 3MPO. Police claim she was inciting
attacks on public property and organizing
illegal protests.

Kalat Hostage Rescue: Security forces
cleared a militant checkpoint on Highway
N-25 near Kalat, killing five terrorists and

rescuing 23 hostages who were being held

for ransom.
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Energy Market Privatization: The
government officially began the process of
exiting the power purchasing sector,
creating a "market-based" system for large-
scale consumers.

Saudi-Houthi Missile Interception: A
Houthi ballistic missile aimed at Riyadh
was destroyed in the air. Other attacks on

Taif and Yanbu were also reportedly
failed.
US-Iran Peace Overtures: Iran has

transmitted terms for a ceasefire in all
theaters to Donald Trump via Qatar and
Pakistan, including the release of frozen
assets.

MD CAT Exam Incidents: Over 138,000
students participated in medical entrance
exams across 34 cities. High temperatures
and power outages at centers led to

multiple fainting cases, including a senior
official in Sukkur.

KP Corruption Inquiry: NAB summoned
contractors for a 97 billion rupee urban
development project in KP due to "limited
rogress" ite massiv men

Sea Spark 2026: The Pakistan Navy
conducted its Sea Spark exercises to
ensure maritime readiness and the security
of trade routes against regional threats.

Mass Fatality in Karachi: A doctor and
his entire family were found dead in an
Ahsanabad apartment. Preliminary reports

suggest suicide by the father due to severe

financial distress.

Hangu Terrorist Encounter: Eight
militants were Kkilled in a souring firefight
in Hangu. The military lost two officers and

four soldiers in the operation.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj rg/announcing-our-
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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