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THE BALKAN GEOPOLITICAL
LANDSCAPE FACES A CRITICAL
PIVOT AS THE UNITED STATES

TRANSITIONS TO "COMMERCIAL-
FIRST" STATECRAFT AMID
ESCALATING RUSSIAN HYBRID
WARFARE AND DOMESTIC
INSTITUTIONAL DECAY IN BOSNIA
AND HERZEGOVINA.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 20, 2026, marks a significant
inflection point in the geopolitical alignment
of the Western Balkans, characterized by a
fundamental shift in U.S. foreign policy and a
deepening crisis of institutional legitimacy
within Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH).
Congressional hearings in Washington reveal
a move toward commercial choice as the
primary driver of regional stability, with the
Trump prioritizing
infrastructure and energy investments over
traditional democratic conditionality. This
shift is complicated by allegations of conflict
of interest involving presidential family
business ventures in Serbia and Albania,
which critics argue undermines U.S. national
security and credibility in the region.

administration

Concurrently, the Arctic has emerged as a
high-stakes arena for great  power
competition, with the U.S. scrambling to
bridge the ‘'icebreaker gap" through a
strategic industrial deal with Finland to
counter joint Russian-Chinese dominance.

In the European theater, Ukraine has
executed its largest drone offensive to date
against striking
infrastructure including a refinery, signaling a
shift in the intensity and

geographical reach. Meanwhile, the Kremlin

Moscow, critical

conflict's

continues to project domestic control through
legislative elections in occupied Ukrainian
territories, even as it faces mounting pressure
from the U.S. and EU regarding its influence
in Serbia. The regional dynamic is further
strained by the decline of Viktor Orban’s
influence in Hungary, which is reportedly
reshaping EU policy toward Belgrade,
potentially leaving the Vucic regime
increasingly isolated or forced to sever ties
with Moscow to maintain its FEuropean
aspirations.

Domestically, Bosnia and Herzegovina is
grappling with acute failures in basic

governance, highlighted by a severe
shortage of life-saving cancer
medications and the nation's continued
absence from  international education
benchmarking (PISA). These failures,

combined with aggressive separatist rhetoric
from Republika Srpska (RS) and the
mobilization of police veteran associations,
point to a fraying social contract. The
juxtaposition of sophisticated global
technological trends—such as the rise of Al-
driven religious guidance and
biodegradable fungal batteries—against the
backdrop of basic service delivery failures in
the Balkans underscores a growing divide
between global innovation and regional
stagnation.



MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

U.S. Western Balkans Policy Shift: The
Trump administration is moving away from
isolation toward senior-level engagement
with Serbia, focusing on trade, energy
independence, and military cooperation to
become the "partner of choice" over Russia

and China. senior level dialogue

Arctic Security Realignment: The U.S.
has entered a tripartite "icebreaker deal"
with Finland and Canada to expedite the
construction of seven new vessels in
American shipyards to counter Russian
militarization of the High North. icebreaker
deal

Ukrainian Strike on Moscow: A massive
drone swarm targeted the Moscow oil
refinery and residential  buildings,
resulting in multiple casualties and
significant disruptions, marking a new
phase of Ukrainian deep-strike capabilities.

lar n ronovim

BiH Health and Education Crisis:
Cancer patients in BiH face a life-
threatening lack of cytostatics, while the
education system remains in a "blind spot"
following the decision to skip the PISA

2025/2026 testing cycle. nedostatkom
: i

Transnational Waste Mafia:
Investigations have revealed a

sophisticated illegal waste smuggling
network transporting Italian industrial
waste through Slovenia into Croatia and
Bosnia, often involving front companies and

corrupt tender processes. ilegalnog uvoza
otpada

* Technological Religion: The Vatican and

Buddhist temples in Japan are increasingly
adopting AI chatbots and robots (e.g., "Al
Jesus" and "Buddharoid") to provide
spiritual guidance and combat declining
religious participation among younger
generations. Al robot monk

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

e Russia is

Geopolitical Competition & Bloc Politics

* U.S. nominees for ambassadorships are

being questioned on how to counter
malign Russian and Chinese influence
in Kyrgyzstan and the Balkans, with energy
security identified as the primary vector for

coercion. ener nden

The decline of Viktor Orban in Hungary is
seen as a geopolitical shift that removes a
key protector for Belgrade in Brussels,
potentially leading to EPP sanctions against

Vucic's SNS party. pad Viktora Orbana

Armed Conflict & Militarization

conducting ‘"elections" in
occupied Ukrainian territories to solidify

its annexation claims, despite widespread

international condemnation. teritorijama
Ukrajine

The KFOR mission in Kosovo remains a
vital but contested stability factor, with the
Trump administration seeking to decrease

U.S. political footprint in favor of
European burden-sharing. K4  enjoys
support
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Energy & Critical Minerals

* The Southern Interconnection gas
project in BiH is being framed by the U.S.
as essential for breaking Russian energy
dominance, despite political infighting and
controversy over contractor selection.
Southern Interconnection

* Germany is prioritizing battery storage
systems to stabilize a grid increasingly
reliant on renewables, aiming for 80%
renewable energy by 2030. battery energy
storage

Global Health & Biosecurity

* The Democratic Republic of Congo is facing
a catastrophic Ebola epidemic with
nearly 3,000 deaths, complicated by active
combat zones and mistrust of aid agencies.
epidemic the deadly Ebola

* Genetics research is being leveraged to
debunk patriarchal myths about lineage
in the Balkans, emphasizing mitochondrial
DNA inheritance through the maternal line.
mitohondrijalnu DNA

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Commercialization of Diplomacy

A recurring theme is the transactional turn
in U.S. foreign policy, particularly in the
Western Balkans. The Trump administration is
explicitly pushing for "US solutions" in energy,
defense, and infrastructure as a means to
build "constructive relationships." This is
exemplified by the advocacy for Jared
Kushner's hotel project on the site of the
former Yugoslav Army headquarters and
luxury resorts in Albania. Critics in Congress
warn that this "commercial choice" strategy
risks privatizing U.S. national interests,

potentially rewarding local autocrats who
facilitate these deals while undermining long-

term democratic reforms. improving relations
with the US

Technological Determinism vs. Social
Stagnation

While global powers and advanced economies
are investing in Al-powered tractors,
biodegradable batteries, and limb-
preservation technology, the Balkans remain
stuck in a loop of historical grievance and
basic service failure. The debate over PISA
results (or the lack thereof) in BiH reveals a
deeper systemic failure: a political class that
prioritizes administrative gatekeeping over
the functional literacy of its youth. The
contrast between Finland’s century-long
nuclear waste repository and BiH’s inability
to procure cancer medication highlights a
stark divergence in governance horizons—
long-term strategic planning vs. short-term

crisis management. provoditi ozbiljne reforme

The Fragmentation of the "Orbanist” Bloc

Internal EU dynamics appear to be shifting
away from the illiberal alliance that previously
shielded Serbia. The reported weakening of
Viktor Orban in Hungary has emboldened
Brussels to take a harder line on the Vucic
regime’s glorification of war criminals and its
Russian ties. This shift suggests that the era
of "stabilocracy"—where the West tolerated
democratic backsliding in exchange for
regional peace—may be ending, replaced by a
more confrontational requirement for

ideological alignment. viSe ne vide stabilnog
partnera
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

* Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH): The
country is experiencing a profound crisis of
state  capacity. The  shortage of
cytostatics has forced cancer patients to
self-finance medication costing over 1,000
KM per dose, with the Federal Health Fund
reportedly depleted. trziSte lijekova nije
revidirano. Simultaneously, the mobilization
of police veterans in Sarajevo to "defend
the state" suggests a latent readiness for
conflict as political rhetoric regarding the
"dissolution of Dayton" intensifies. ima ko
Serbia: Elite infighting is mounting as the
SNS party faces potential expulsion from
the European People's Party (EPP) due to
its pro-Russian stance and the state-
sanctioned burial of war criminal Ratko
Mladic. The domestic political environment
is increasingly polarized by the "Jadar"
lithium  project and the perceived
international isolation resulting from
President Vonderlayen skipping Belgrade

on her regional tour. Ursula Vonderlayen
Croatia: Critics warn of a demographic
catastrophe where military rearmament is
prioritized over social welfare. The
purchase of 50 new German tanks is
contrasted with the failure to provide for
the 60% of the population expected to be
over 65 by mid-century. zadnje hrvatica i
hrvati.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The international system is portrayed as an
increasingly competitive and militarized
multipolar arena. The U.S. is adopting a

more aggressive posture in the Arctic, viewing
it as a "new frontier" for countering China and
Russia. The Trump administration's focus on
C5+1 engagement in Central Asia aims to
provide a "sovereign partner" alternative to
Russian dominance, particularly for nations
like Kyrgyzstan that are heavily dependent on
Russian remittances. trusted, transparent,

sovereign partner

In the Balkans, the external operating
environment is shifting from diplomatic
oversight to geopolitical rivalry. The U.S.
state department is now framing its
involvement in terms of competing for
"partner of choice" status, essentially
weaponizing economic statecraft to pull
Serbia away from Moscow. However, the EU’s
hardening stance—skipping diplomatic visits
and threatening party expulsions—suggests a
divergence in Western strategies, with the
U.S. preferring "constructive engagement"
while the EU leans toward "normative

pressure.” policy of isolation was not working

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic climate is defined by the
volatility of the energy transition and the
emergence of high-value illicit transnational
markets. While traditional sectors like salt
mining remain stable, the high capital costs of
green hydrogen (26% interest rates in some
regions) threaten to slow the industrial shift
to sustainability. high costs for green
hydrogen

* Energy Costs: German energy traders are
leveraging "squirrel-like" storage tactics to
profit from 15-minute price fluctuations on
the power exchange. tr A% 1
min
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* Waste Market: The illegal waste trade has
reached parity with drug trafficking in
terms of profitability, with tonnes of
Italian waste illegally dumped under
meadows in Croatia to avoid high

processing costs. zarada je gotovo jednaka

* Entertainment: The global box office is
dominated by Practical Magic 2 ($30M
premiere) and Christopher  Nolan's
Odyssey ($600M+ total), indicating strong
consumer resilience in the film industry.
Odiseja je nakon devet nedelja

* National Indicators: Germany produces
18 million tons of salt annually, while
BiH’s failure to participate in PISA
indicates a significant risk to its future
labor market competitiveness. 18 million
tons of salt

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Key personnel shifts reflect the ongoing
struggle between institutionalist stability
and Trumpian disruption, as well as shifting
dynamics in the Balkan sports and political
ecosystems.

e Julia Neshwat: Nominated as Ambassador
at Large for Arctic Affairs, signaled a shift
toward military-industrial prioritization
in the High North. vital national security
interests

* Kenan Hasagic¢: The former national team
goalkeeper resigned from the BiH coaching
staff, launching a public attack on
manager Sergej Barbarez, signaling deep
fractures in national sports institutions.
Sram vas bilo

* Branko Kati¢: Appointed as the new
goalkeeper coach for the BiH national
team, replacing the vocal Hasagi¢. obavljati
Branko Kati¢

* Ajdin Hasic¢: Called up to the national
team following Amar Dedi¢’s injury,
reflecting a necessary tactical adjustment
before the Nations League matches. pozvao

nidina H

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The N1 broadcast prioritizes institutional
and humanitarian failure within BiH, giving
significant weight to the cytostatics shortage
and the PISA testing absence. These stories
are framed through a lens of national shame
and governmental neglect. The "Lead
Stories" often focus on the Ukrainian drone
strikes and the US congressional hearings,
emphasizing BiH’s place within a broader,
dangerous global context. "Buried Stories"
include the detailed technical advancements
in AI and biotech, which are treated as "soft
news" or fillers despite their long-term
strategic importance. The tone is skeptical
and weary, particularly regarding domestic
politicians. A conspicuous omission is any
detailed reporting on the economic impact
of the RS National Assembly's recent
legislation beyond rhetoric; the specific fiscal
consequences for the Entity are left
unexamined.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The day's reporting illustrates a world of
opportunistic autocrats and shifting
alliances, where the U.S. is increasingly
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perceived as a transactional rather than a
normative power.

* Serbia: Portrayed as a "vector for negative
influence" that is simultaneously seeking a
"partner of choice" to escape isolation.
"Serbia is trying to provoke a mode
instability in the region." v r for
negative influence

* Russia: Framed as an aggressive but
vulnerable adversary, militarizing the
Arctic and conducting sham elections while
its capital is wvulnerable to Ukrainian
technological reach. "Russia continues to
militarize the region." Russia continues to

litari

* Milorad Dodik: Characterized as an
irresponsible separatist using
"amophobic slurs" and echo-chamber
rhetoric from Moscow to undermine the
Dayton Accords. "Dodic described Dayton
as unsalvageable." Dayton as unsalvageable

* China: Portrayed as a patient, predatory
rival seeking ownership over critical
infrastructure and expanding its Arctic
footprint alongside Russia. "China also is
relying on some of that capital." predatory
rivals, especially China

* EU/Brussels: Depicted as inconsistent
and reactive, losing patience with
Belgrade but struggling to find consensus
on a successor for the High Representative
in BiH. "European consensus on who that

would be." wasn't European consensus

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The information landscape is dominated by
the manipulation of historical memory and

the amplification of extremism via social
media algorithms.

Narrative Seeding: The exhibition "Ona
Srebrenica" serves as a counter-offensive to
historical revisionism, documenting the
role of women in preserving the truth of the
genocide against state-sponsored denial.
ocuvanju istine o genocidu

Algorithmic Extremism: TikTok
algorithms are actively amplifying
Islamist preachers and extremist content,
creating "bubbles" that target vulnerable
youth and silence counter-narratives from

moderate influencers. potential extremist
bubbles

Propaganda in Occupied Zones: The
Russian-led elections in Donbas and
Zaporozje are framed by Moscow as a "duty
to the fatherland," a narrative designed to
manufacture domestic legitimacy for the

annexation. duznost prema otadzbini

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

The End of Dayton? If the Trump
administration continues to push for the
closure of the High Representative's office
before the "5+2" criteria are met, Milorad
Dodik may move toward a formal
declaration of RS independence, counting
on a lack of U.S. political will to intervene.

ultimate goal of closing that office

Regional Conflict Resurgence: The
combination of police veteran mobilization
in Sarajevo and rearmament in Croatia
suggests that regional actors are preparing
for a security vacuum if KFOR presence is
scaled back in favor of a "commercial-first"
policy. decreased emphasis on US
participation
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* EU-US Strategic Split: The U.S. and EU
are on a collision course over Serbia.
While the U.S. rewards Belgrade for energy
cooperation, the EU is likely to increase
sanctions, potentially forcing Vucic to make
a definitive choice that could spark

domestic civil unrest. proces protiv Srpske

napredn rank

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
tensions in Sarajevo as cancer patient
protests could merge with  broader
dissatisfaction over election irregularities and
police veteran mobilization. Ukrainian drone
strikes on Moscow will likely trigger a
disproportionate Russian retaliation against
Ukrainian energy infrastructure before winter.

7rekla 21 sankcii

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Southern
Interconnection gas pipeline project will
become a focal point of U.S.-BiH friction. If
the Federation government awards the
contract to the newly-formed U.S. company
with "no experience," expect major corruption
investigations and potential political fallout in
Washington. no experience whatsoever

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Arctic will
become a permanently contested zone as
U.S. icebreakers come online by 2029,
potentially leading to maritime standoffs with
the Sino-Russian fleet over Northern Sea
Route access. Germany'’s reliance on battery
storage will either prove the viability of a
100% renewable grid or lead to significant
industrial relocation if grid stability fails.
lackout like the one that h n

RISK ASSESSMENT

* BiH State Collapse: Rapid decay of health
and education services combined with RS
separatism. Triggers: Withdrawal of High
Representative or failure to fund the 2027

budget. Likelihood: Moderate-High.
Impact: Critical; regional instability.
Mitigations: Immediate emergency

funding for healthcare and continuation of
the OHR mandate. rjesenja jos uvijek nema

* Energy Grid Failure (Germany):
Renewable swings exceed battery storage
capacity during winter "dark doldrums."
Triggers: Early shutdown of remaining
gas/coal plants before battery systems are
fully  operational. Likelihood: Low-
Moderate. Impact: High; European
economic shock. Mitigations: Maintaining
strategic gas backups until 2030. long
stretches with little sun

* Arctic Militarization Flashpoint:
Accidental or intentional collision between
Russian and Western vessels in opening
seaways. Triggers: Russian harassment of
Alaskan salmon fleets or Japanese tankers.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Moderate-
High; localized  military  escalation.
Mitigations: Arctic Council
communication revival. increased traffic of
Russian and Chinese

Transnational Waste-Driven Public
Health Crisis: Illegal dumping leads to
mass contamination of water tables in the
Dinaric Alps. Triggers: Discovery of toxic
seepage in the Neretva or Sava rivers.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High; long-
term cancer spike and diplomatic fallout
with Italy. Mitigations: Enhanced Europol-
Balkan joint border controls. zakopali su ga
i liv.
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* Institutional Disconnect in U.S.
Statecraft: Allegations of "pay-to-play" for
Balkan projects erode the credibility of U.S.
ambassadors. Triggers: Confirmation of
Jared Kushner's business interests directly
benefiting from State Dept advocacy.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate; loss
of U.S. moral authority and local

democratic trust. Mitigations:
Transparent  ethics  disclosures and
Congressional oversight. Trump

administration rewarded its lobbyist friends

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The specific funding source for the
cytostatics debt in BiH remains unclear; the
transcripts mention "federal funds are full"
but the money is not being dispensed,
suggesting a hidden administrative or legal
hurdle. federalni fondovi puni

There is no mention of counter-offensive
preparations by the Russian military
following the Moscow drone strikes,
leaving a gap in understanding the
immediate tactical escalation risk. najveci

napad dronovima

The PISA testing absence is blamed on
"lack of political agreement," but the
specific blocking entity (likely the RS
Ministry of Education) is not named in the
broadcast, obscuring the primary actor of

the obstruction. politicki nemamo dogovor

The transcripts mention the Eurovision
impact on Burgas but fail to address
whether Bulgaria’s infrastructure can
actually handle a 320,000-person influx
given the reliance on buses. morati
revoziti im

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Managed Separation" Theory:

Contrary to the narrative of U.S.
incompetence, the administration may be
intentionally allowing the OHR to fail to
force a "Dayton 2.0" where a clean split of
BiH is negotiated to finalize regional
borders and allow for rapid commercial
development. move toward the commercial

The "Synthetic Stability" Bubble: The
massive success of Odyssey and the box
office might be a "Black Swan" indicator
that global populations are retreating into
escapism to ignore systemic economic
collapse, masking a consumer debt crisis
that could implode the film and
entertainment sectors overnight. 600
i i 507 dol

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

* Urgently

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

decouple commercial
infrastructure projects (like the Southern
Interconnection) from specific political
personalities to ensure long-term local buy-
in and sustainability. technical expertise to
the federation

* Develop a regional waste-tracking

protocol within the Western Balkans to
combat the rise of environmental organized
crime which currently rivals drug
trafficking. veze sumnja se dosezu i do nase
zemlje
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Pivot from general "democratic advocacy"
to specific service-delivery benchmarks
(healthcare, education) to rebuild trust with
local populations disillusioned by
institutional failure. gubimo kada nemamo
jasnu sliku

For Private Sector/Investors:

Energy Sector: Target investment in
German battery storage infrastructure as
grid volatility creates a "gold rush" for 15-
minute trading returns. gold rush, prices on
the power exchange

Supply Chain: Avoid logistics routes
through the Eastern DRC due to the Ebola-
conflict which remains
unpredictable and potentially catastrophic
for personnel safety. active combat zone
between government and rebel

nexus,

Technology: Monitor the fungal battery
market; while currently at the basic
research  stage, the shift toward
biodegradable environmental sensors offers
a significant future market in eco-sensitive

monitoring. fungal battery made from
fungy

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity in late 2026 focuses
heavily on mnational security sanctions,
regional autonomy, and energy independence.
Hearings in both the U.S. House and Senate
underscore a shift toward a commercialized

foreign policy and an urgent need for Arctic
dominance.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Western Balkans Democracy and
Prosperity Act: U.S. legislation calling

for the sanctioning of individuals (like

Dodik) who undermine the Dayton
Accords. calls for sanctioning of
individuals

o FY 2026 National Defense
Authorization Act (NDAA): Enacted
legislation providing mandatory

sanctions authorities to hold "bad actors"
in Serbia and the broader region
accountable for democratic backsliding.
FY 2026 National Defense Authorization
Act

o Southern Interconnection
Legislation: A 2024 bill by the BiH
Federation government to move forward
with a critical gas pipeline to reduce
Russian energy reliance. government
decided to move forward
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o U.S. House Subcommittee on the
Western Balkans: A  contentious
hearing featuring Acting Deputy
Assistant Secretary Lorton, focusing on
Trump family business deals, Dodik's
separatist rhetoric, and the KFOR

mission. corrupt policies in the Balkans

c US. Senate Foreign Relations
Committee (Ambassador Nominees):
Hearings for nominees to Serbia
(Young), Kyrgyzstan (Gillen), Cabo Verde

(Patel), and Arctic Affairs (Neshwat).
resident's nomin ir

o Ch+1 Summit (Retrospective):
Discussion of the historic summit

between President Trump and Central
Asian leaders to strengthen "sovereign
partners." histori +1 summi th
White House

KEY STORIES

* Ukrainian Drone Strike on Moscow:
Largest attack of the war, hitting a refinery
and residential buildings; two dead, many

injured. najvec¢i napad dronovima

* BiH Cancer Medication Shortage:
Patients in FBiH are left without life-saving
drugs due to funding exhaustion and

administrative failure. izgubila sestru,
n zajedn
* U.S. Western Balkans Hearing:

Allegations of Jared Kushner and Donald
Trump Jr. influencing U.S. policy through
business deals in Serbia and Albania.

. . lati ith the US

e Arctic Icebreaker Deal: U.S., Finland, and
Canada partner to build seven icebreakers
to counter Russia and China. icebreaker

deal impact

PISA Testing Failure: BiH confirms it will
not participate in the 2025/2026 PISA
cycle, leaving the education system without
international metrics. ponovo ostajemo bez
podataka

Transnational Waste Mafia:
uncovers a massive illegal industrial waste
smuggling ring from Italy to Croatia/BiH.

Europol

il In VOZ n lavnih

tema

Russian Elections in Occupied Ukraine:
Moscow conducts parliamentary voting in
regions to

lasaju treceg i

Donbas and other seized

normalize annexation.
lednj n

Ebola Outbreak in DRC: Over 3,000 dead

in Eastern Congo; workers face violence

and logistical hurdles in a combat zone.

rav n epidemi

German Energy Transition: Grid

operators build massive battery systems to

manage the shift away from coal by 2038.
1 and lignite ar h

BiH Davis Cup Success: Mirza Basi¢ and
Nerman Fati¢ lead the national team to a
victory over South Africa in Pretoria.
izborila mj Plejof

Hasagic¢ vs. Barbarez: Former goalkeeper
coach Kenan Hasagi¢ launches a scathing
social media attack on BiH team

leadership. Sram vas bilo

Srebrenica Memorial Exhibition: "Ona
Srebrenica" opens to commemorate the
role of women in the culture of
remembrance. Ona Srebrenica

Religion and AI: Polish "TikTok Priest"
and Japanese Buddhist robots use tech to
reach aging and digitized congregations.
humanoi in another K mpl
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* Genetics and Balkan Identity: Geneticist
Anela Zorla Kujdurovi¢ debunks theories of
"pure" ethnic origins in the Balkans.
minimalne razlike izmedu nas

* Hydrogen Production Costs: Research
indicates skyrocketing interest rates in
Africa are making dgreen hydrogen
uncompetitive for Europe. unexpectedly
high for green hydrogen

* Finland's Nuclear Repository: The
Onkalo repository, the
permanent nuclear waste site, prepares to
go online in 2026. waste will remain here
for over 100,000 years

world's  first

¢ AI-Powered Tractors: German
researchers test autonomous farm
machinery despite GPS and

integration hurdles. Al power tractor that
operates completely its own

* Balkan Election Monitoring: Coalition
"Pod Lupom" identifies 794 campaign
irregularities, including voter pressure and

resource abuse. zloupotrebu javnih resursa

* Balkan Police Parade: Sarajevo hosts a
parade of veteran police forces to mark the

anniversary of the 1991-95 defense.

izgradnji oCuvanj licijskih institucij

Sensor

* Zenica Ironworks History: A
retrospective on the "Lamela" building and
the city’s industrial past and present.

zlatn ri zeljezar

* Box Office Dominance: Practical Magic 2
and Odyssey lead the domestic charts with

record-breaking revenues. prakti¢na
Magija 2
* NFL Australian Premiere: 49ers

humiliate the Rams in the first-ever NFL
game held in Australia. NFL mecu u
Australiji ponizili

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
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media-trends-newsl r-briefings/. You can Archive's TV News Archive at https://

also learn more about the GDELT Project at archive.org/details/tv.
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
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