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REGIONAL RESISTANCE BLOCS ASSERT STRATEGIC DOMINANCE
AMID US DOMESTIC TURMOIL AND GLOBAL ENERGY INSTABILITY.

A Visual Narrative of Geopolitical Shifts, September 20, 2026:
The Collapse of US Hegemony in West Asia and the Rise of a Multipolar Order.

PART 1: THE COORDINATED REGIUNAL ‘REMONTADA'

Persian
Gulf

IRAN'S STRATEGIC BLOCKADE:
Strait of Hormuz Closed.
7 Non-Negotiable Conditions
Issued for Reopening.
Stark Warning to Regional
Neighbors Facilitating US Ops.

US INTERNAL INSTABILITY
& “THEATRICAL POLITICS”

Plummeting Approval. Hyperinflation.
Perceived “lllegal War” Failure.
“Information Warfare”: Major Media
Banned from White House
“Clown Show” Administration.
Potential Rebellion Before Midterms.

ENERGY CRISIS & INFLATION:
US Diesel Record High $6.45/gal (CA $8.49).
Global Inventories Down 555M Barrels.
0il Prices Spike (Potential $200/bbl).

YEMEN' S ECONOMIC WARFARE: ‘
Bab el-Mandeb Weaponized.
Saudi Arabia’s East-West Pipeline
Disabled (Primary Oil Bypass Lost). ‘
Strateglc Gains at Port of Mokha.

Flnanclal Dram ($5.2T to US).
“Strait Bypass” Strategy Collapsed.
Forced to Seek Israeli Assistance

Custodian Legitimacy Eroded.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & KEY RISKS

A E‘n

g\‘ P2

EMERGENCE [lF MI.ILTIP[]LAR URDER
& DEDOLLARIZATION
SCO Development Bank Framework Finalized (Local Currency Trade)
“Mecca Pact” for Regional Defense
Bypassing the Petrodollar and Western Institutions
Russian/Chinese Backing.

GLOBAL ENERGY GRIDLOCK
(Catastrophic Inflation, F-35 Failure)

SECTARIAN REGIONAL SPILLOVER
(False Flag Risk)

US INTERNAL CIVIL UNREST

(Impeachment Pressure)

DIMONA NUCLEAR CONCERN
(Health Crisis)

CYBER WARFARE ON CRITICAL
INFRASTRUCTURE

CONCLUSION & IMPLICATIONS: The geopolitical landscape is defined by the “collapse of US and Saudi strategy”
and the rise of Eastern competence. A permanent restructuring of regional security is underway. Recommendations
include immediate back-channel negotiations, developing regional security alternatives, and hedging against
prolonged energy volatility. The era of unipolarity is giving way to a complex, contested multipolar system.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The geopolitical landscape on September 20,
2026, is defined by a concerted effort by Iran
and its regional allies to dismantle US
hegemony in West Asia through simultaneous
military, economic, and maritime pressure.
Iran has issued a stark warning to regional
neighbors, specifically targeting GCC states
that facilitate US military operations, while
maintaining a firm blockade on the Strait of
Hormuz until a set of seven non-negotiable
conditions are met. This regional posture is
mirrored by Yemen’s Ansarullah movement,
which has effectively weaponized the Bab el-
Mandeb and disabled Saudi Arabia’s primary
oil export alternative, the East-West pipeline,
triggering a global energy crisis that has
pushed US fuel prices to record highs.

Simultaneously, the United States appears to

be grappling with significant internal
instability. President Donald Trump’s
administration is characterized by

Information Warfare tactics, including the

banning of major media outlets from the
White House, while facing plummeting
approval ratings driven by hyperinflation and
the perceived failure of his "illegal war" on
Iran. The narrative convergence suggests a
"regional remontada" where the "Axis of
Resistance" is leveraging US miscalculations
to force a complete withdrawal of American
forces from the region. Meanwhile, the
emergence of the SCO Development Bank
and the "Mecca Pact" indicates a shift toward
a multipolar financial and security order
intended to bypass the petrodollar and
Western institutional influence.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The day was marked by several high-impact
strategic shifts across military and economic
fronts.

* Iran’s Regional Deterrence Strategy:
The Iranian Armed Forces Khatam al-Anbia
Central Command has warned regional
countries that any mistake in providing a
"green light" to US hostilities will make
them targets of painful attacks. This is
paired with the insistence that the Strait
of Hormuz will not reopen until the US
honors the Islamabad Memorandum of
Understanding.

* Yemeni Maritime and Infrastructure
Warfare: Ansarullah forces have made
significant territorial gains along Yemen’s
western coast, including the strategic port
of Mokha. Their strikes have forced the
shutdown of Saudi Arabia’s east-west

ipeline, eliminating Riyadh’s primary
bypass for the Strait of Hormuz.
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* US Domestic and Economic Crisis:
National average diesel costs in the US
have hit a $6.45 per gallon record high,
with California seeing prices as high as
$8.49. Political tensions have escalated
with the banning of CNN, MSNow, and
Politico from the White House, described as
an act of desperation by the Trump
administration.

* Russian Parliamentary Elections and
Ukrainian Offensives: Ukraine launched a
massive drone attack on Moscow, targeting
oil  refineries to disrupt  Russian
parliamentary elections. Voter turnout is
reported at approximately 56.5% despite
the strikes.

Multipolar Institutional Growth:
Pakistan and China have finalized the
operational framework for the SCO
Development Bank, a move intended to
accelerate dedollarization and protect
global south trade from  Western
"geopolitical leverage."

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e The war on Iran is entering its seventh
month, having expanded far beyond the
initial US projections of a three-week
conflict.

* I[ran claims to have taken approximately

one quarter of the US Reaper fleet out of

operation since the start of hostilities.

Reports indicate a major exchange of fire

involving oil tankers and a US destroyer in
the Persian Gulf over the weekend.

Energy & Critical Minerals

* Saudi oil output has plunged to its lowest
since 1990, falling by 1.9 million barrels
per day.

* A new US military deal with Greenland is
allegedly focused on securing rare earths
essential for missile production and the
F-35 program, potentially undermining

Greenland’s sovereignty.

Information Warfare & Disinformation

e The US administration is accused of
theatrical politics, using media bans to

distract from a potential rebellion against

the war and economic failure.

* Yemen has rejected Saudi allegations of an
attack on Mecca, calling it the "lie of the
century" intended to ignite sectarian war.

Macroeconomics & Trade

* JP Morgan reports that it no longer has a
clear baseline view for oil markets due to
West Asian disruptions.

e Global inventories of crude and refined
products have fallen by roughly 555 million
barrels.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Collapse of the "Strait Bypass"
Strategy

For years, Saudi Arabia and the US relied on
the East-West pipeline to insulate the global
economy from a closure of the Strait of
Hormuz. The conflict has
demonstrated that in a total regional war, no
infrastructure is safe. By targeting the
pipeline and seizing control of areas around
Bab el-Mandeb, Ansarullah and its backers

current
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have shown that the "alternative route" was a
strategic illusion. This forces the US into a
binary choice: complete withdrawal or an
escalation that could see o0il prices soar

toward $200 per barrel.

Weaponization of the First Amendment

The internal US political situation is
increasingly framed as a transition toward
"open dictatorship." The banning of media
outlets is not viewed as an isolated incident of
"Trumpian" behavior, but as a desperate
attempt to control the narrative regarding the
"failure to succeed" in the Iran and Ukraine
wars. Analysts suggest this feeds a potential
internal rebellion that could destabilize the

US before the midterm elections.
The Multi-Front "Axis" Coordination

The synergy between Iran, Yemen, and Iraqi
militias is no longer just
Coordinated strikes, such as the capture of a
US submersible and the disabling of Saudi
pipelines, indicate a high level of operational
integration. This coordination is successfully
overstretching the IDF and US Central
Command, which are struggling to maintain
defense across multiple theaters
simultaneously.

rhetorical.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Iran: Nationalist Consolidation

The host nation depicts its domestic
environment as one of unprecedented unity.
For more than 200 nights, Iranians have
reportedly taken to the streets to support the
Islamic Republic and its armed forces. This
presence is framed not as a social habit but as
a "declaration of presence" in the face of

cognitive warfare. The narrative suggests that

even those with domestic disagreements have
rallied under the flag to defend national

sovereignty.

United States: Institutional Decay and
Social Unrest

The US is portrayed as a nation on the brink
of fascism or revolution. High fuel prices and
"forever wars" are driving a wedge between
the "maga movement" and the working class.
Analysts describe the US administration as a
“clown show" where the President and Vice
President offer contradictory descriptions of
whether a war even exists. This internal
polarization is seen as a strategic
vulnerability that Iran can exploit.

Saudi Arabia: Geopolitical Humiliation

Riyadh is depicted as being in a state of
"hysteria" following Yemeni advances. The
Saudi leadership is criticized for seeking
Israeli entity assistance, which is framed as
an erosion of its legitimacy as the custodian of
holy sites. The kingdom is portrayed as "stuck
in quick sand," having been drained
financially by the US to pay for a failing war.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The Multipolar Shift

The international system is framed as
transitioning away from a "unipolar order"
toward a multipolar system. The SCO
Development Bank and the inclusion of Egypt
and Algeria in regional defense discussions
signal a new "world order" backed by Russia
and China. This new bloc explicitly seeks to
secure territorial integrity and peaceful
nuclear energy rights for its members,
particularly Iran.
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European Impotence

European diplomats are characterized as
"guardians of US rationality" who lack the
ability to influence decisions in Washington.
Despite their own economies being at risk
from high energy prices, European states are
portrayed as uncertain pawns forced to
manage the consequences of Trump’s "neo-
royalism."

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economy is facing a severe
contraction in energy supply and a radical
shift in trade financing.

* Energy Volatility: US oil prices have risen
8% to $109 per barrel, while diesel has
reached record highs, threatening to push
up the cost of food and trucking year-on-
year.

* Saudi Financial Drain: Saudi Arabia has
allegedly paid $5.2 trillion to the US to
maintain regional dominance, yet its
infrastructure remains vulnerable.

* Dedollarization Vectors: The SCO
Development Bank aims to conduct trade in
local currencies, with predictions that 70%
of the world’s countries will move away
from the petrodollar within 10 years.

* US Deficit Concerns: Trump’s "dividend

promise" of $5,000 to supporters for

midterm wins is criticized as a trillion-
dollar addition to a $40 trillion deficit.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The political landscape is shifting as leaders
react to the stresses of the regional conflict.

* Scott Besent: The US Treasury Secretary
is described as a "failure in the private
sector" and a puppet for Trump, whose
"Operation Economic Outcast" is failing to
replicate previous "maximum pressure"
campaigns.

* Major General Mohsen Rezai: Emerging
as a key strategic lead for Iran, taking a
more prominent role in directing military

power over diplomacy since August 31.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as consumed by
fear for his own life and looking for "short-
term victories" through photo ops, despite
his "maga movement" reportedly

isintegrating.

Frederick Merz: The German Chancellor
faces calls to step down after his party’s
worst result since WWII in regional
elections.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s editorial hierarchy emphasizes
the collapse of US and Saudi strategy. The
lead stories consistently focus on Iranian
military warnings, US economic distress, and
Yemeni territorial gains. The tone is highly
nationalistic and defiant, framing Iran as the
guarantor of peace and security while
portraying the US and Israel as "butchers"
and "pirates."

Buried Stories: Minor coverage was given to
the actual details of Russian election results
beyond turnout, and the specifics of the
Greenland deal
Conspicuous Omissions: There is a total

remain non- lic.
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absence of Israeli or US military justifications
for their strikes, and no mention of any
Iranian domestic opposition to the war effort.
The humanitarian crisis in Yemen is covered
solely through the lens of Saudi "aggression,"
with no mention of internal Yemeni power
struggles.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day’s coverage reinforces a
narrative of declining Western power and
rising Eastern/Regional competence.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* United States / Donald Trump: Portrayed
as an inept, lawless, and erratic leader.
He is described as a "disgrace to the United
States" whose presidency is a "one step too
far toward dictatorship."

e Iran / The Islamic Republic: Framed as
principled and militarily sophisticated.
Analysts claim Iran uses "very clear and
stable demands" and possesses "fingers on
the trigger" of the world’s energy supply.

* Saudi Arabia / MBS: Characterized as a
weak puppet who has "sold his soul" to the

US. He is described as a "Trump
worshipper" facing "geopolitical

humiliation" as his infrastructure burns.

Ukraine / Zelensky: Portrayed as
desperate and chaotic, leading a failing
state that attempts to "light a match" for a
major war to distract from domestic
failures.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

e Ansarullah (Yemen): Celebrated as
courageous and strategic fighters who
have "done a great job" advancing their

interests and liberating territory.

* The Zionist Entity (Israel): Framed as a
terror state that survives solely through
US protection and "fairy tales and lies"

penetrated into the world.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The news cycle is heavily saturated with
narrative seeding intended to demoralize the
"Western Axis."

* Narrative Seeding: Extensive use of
"Ordinary American" social media clips
showing distress over fuel prices is
designed to frame the war as a self-inflicted
American wound.

* Disinformation Allegations: Both sides
accuse each other of "false flags." Iran/
Yemen claim Saudi Arabia is faking
attacks on Mecca to gain sympathy, while
Western media is accused of concealing US
military losses in Bahrain.

* Delta between Spin and Reality: While
the network claims "unprecedented unity"
in Iran, the heavy emphasis on the "200
nights" of pro-government gatherings
suggests a need to constantly reinforce the
domestic mandate against perceived
cracks in the social fabric.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Full Naval Blockade Escalation: If the
US does not accept the seven conditions,
Iran will likely formalize a "restricted zone"
covering 1,500 km of the Persian Gulf and
Arabian Sea, effectively ending commercial
shipping for US-aligned states.
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* Saudi Regime Crisis: The loss of the East-
West pipeline, combined with Yemeni
coastal advances, may force the Saudi
leadership into a forced reconciliation
with Tehran or an internal coup driven by
economic collapse.

» US Midterm Instability: The
hyperinflation of energy prices is likely to

result in a crushing defeat for the

Republicans in November, potentially
leading to immediate impeachment
proceedings against Trump.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a spike in
"long-arm" sanctions from the US Treasury,
countered by a forced shutdown of more
Saudi/UAE energy infrastructure by Yemeni
and Iraqi militias. Trump may carry out a
"decisive" but unclear air campaign to save
face before elections.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The
formalization of the SCO Development Bank
will lead to the first major non-dollar oil
trades between Iran, China, and Russia.
Europe will face a energy
catastrophe, potentially breaking the
consensus on sanctions against Iran.

winter

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent
restructuring of regional security where the
"Mecca Pact" countries (Pakistan, Turkey,
Saudi Arabia) distance themselves from the
US security umbrella in favor of a regional
framework involving Iran and China.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk 1: Global Energy Gridlock.
Triggers: Simultaneous closure of Hormuz
and Bab el-Mandeb. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Catastrophic global inflation and
F-35 program failure due to rare earth
shortages. Mitigations: Restoration of the
Islamabad MOU and lifting of the US naval
blockade.

* Risk 2: Sectarian Regional Spillover.
Triggers: A "false flag" attack on holy sites
in M r Medin attributed to
Ansarullah. Likelihood: Moderate. Impact:
Massive religious mobilization across the
Muslim world. Mitigations: Independent
international monitoring of holy sites and
de-escalation of Saudi-Yemeni hostilities.

* Risk 3: US Internal Civil Unrest.
Triggers: Impeachment pressure and $10/
gallon fuel prices. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Political paralysis of the US executive,
leading to erratic military decisions.
Mitigations: Immediate release of
petroleum reserves and diplomatic pivot.

* Risk 4: Nuclear Proliferation/Accident
at Dimona. Triggers: High cancer rates
and radioactive leakage in Jordan/Palestine
becoming a public cause for war
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Health crisis
and regional environmental
Mitigations: IAEA inspection of the
Dimona reactor and radioactive waste
management transparency.

disaster.

* Risk 5: Cyber Warfare on Critical
Infrastructure. Triggers: Iran’s expansion
of the war theater to Diego Garcia.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Collapse of US
logistics in three military commands.
Mitigations: Bilateral cyber-de-escalation
agreements.
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GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not provide data on
Iranian military casualties, focusing
solely on civilian "martyrs" and US losses.

* There is a lack of clarity on the Chinese
and Russian position regarding a
permanent closure of the Strait of Hormuz,
which would likely hurt their economies as
well.

* The "Mecca Pact" is described as a defense
agreement, but the transcripts fail to
explain how Pakistan and Turkey will
reconcile this with their existing NATO or
US ties.

* The "Operation Economic Outcast" section
mentions 60 entities sanctioned but does
not list them or their actual impact on the
Iranian black market.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Empire Trap": One alternative
hypothesis is that the US is deliberately
allowing the regional chaos to continue to
destroy the economies of its competitors
(China/Europe) while it pivots to a self-
sufficient energy and rare-earth strategy via
Greenland and domestic production. In this
view, Trump’s "desperation" is a mask for a
controlled demolition of the old regional
order.

Black Swan Event: The assassination of a US
presidential candidate or a member of the
Trump family (alluded to by the $10 million
bounty on Baron Trump) could trigger an
uncontrolled US nuclear response against
Iran, bypassing all conventional military logic.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Immediately initiate back-channel
negotiations via Qatar/Oman to address
Iran’s seven conditions and prevent a total
global energy blockade.

* Develop a regional security alternative
that includes Iran and Yemen to avoid a
total loss of influence to the SCO bloc.

* Internationalize the investigation into
Dimona’s environmental impact to
prevent it from becoming a casus belli for
regional neighbors.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Hedge against prolonged oil volatility;
the $200/barrel scenario is no longer a tail
risk but a baseline possibility if Babel
Mandeb closes.

* Pivot supply chains away from the Red Sea
and Persian Gulf corridors as "geographic
survival" areas shrink below 30%.

* Prepare for financial fragmentation as
the SCO Development Bank begins
processing transactions outside the SWIFT/
Dollar system.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The day was less about domestic legislation
and more about executive decrees and
international treaties driving policy.

* Operation Economic Outcast: A US
Treasury policy targeting the ‘"entire
financial ecosystem" of Iran to achieve

regime change.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_080000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_143000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_143000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_073000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_073000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_110000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_063000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PRESSTV_20260920_063000

* Mecca Joint Defense Agreement: A
collective security treaty between Pakistan,
Turkey, and Saudi Arabia intended to

formalize regional defense.

e Islamabad MOU: The underlying peace
agreement that Iran claims the US grossly
violated.

* Greenland Military Deal: A permanant
security agreement giving the US control
over Greenland's rare earth resources.

KEY STORIES

* Iran’s Regional Warning: The Khatam al-
Anbia Central Command warned regional
nations that providing bases for US attacks
on Iran would result in back-to-back painful
retaliation.

Saudi Pipeline Shutdown: The East-West
pipeline was closed following multiple
strikes, cutting off the kingdom's Hormuz
bypass.

US Fuel Crisis: Diesel prices hit $6.45
nationally, with social media footage
showing extreme economic distress among
American citizens.

White House Media Ban: Trump banned
CNN, MSNBC, and Politico, citing "fake
news" and prompting constitutional
warnings from the  White  House
Correspondents Association.

Yemeni Coastal Gains: Ansarullah forces
captured areas near Mokha and Bab el-
Mandeb, threatening 30% of global
container traffic.

SCO Bank Formation: China and Pakistan
finalized the framework for a regional

development bank to facilitate trade in

local currencies.

Moscow Drone Attacks: Over 1,600
drones were reportedly downed by Russia
since Saturday as Ukraine targeted
Moscow oil refineries during elections.

Dimona Nuclear Secret: A documentary
segment detailed the hidden floors of the

Dimona bomb factory and linked the plant

to surging cancer rates in Jordan and the
West Bank.

Gaza Death Toll: The reported death toll
from the Gaza conflict reached 73,900, with
new reports of a 10-year-old girl killed in
Nuseirat refugee camp.

Greenland Sovereignty Dispute: A deal
giving the US "permanent control" over
Greenland security was signed, while
Greenlandic officials insisted sovereignty
remains intact.

Capture of US Submersible:
captured a smart, smart unmanned
underwater vehicle (Anduril Dive-LD) at the
entrance of the Strait of Hormuz.

Iran

Nasrullah Anniversary: Ceremonies were
held in Islamabad to mark the second

martyrdom anniversary of Sayyed Hassan
Nasrullah.

West Bank Violence: Settler attacks
northeast of Ramallah resulted in the injury
of Palestinians and damage to a medical
ambulance.

Operation Economic Outcast: Treasury
Secretary Besent announced a 'zero
leakage" sanctions approach targeting 80%

of Iran's oil exports sold to China.

Gaza Education Crisis: Over 90,000
students attempted to return to makeshift
schools in Khan Yunis despite the
destruction of Hifa school.

Tunisia Protests: Hundreds marched in
Tunis for the release of Sumoud Flotilla
activists currently on a hunger strike.
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* Karbala Symbols in Modern War: A
pathos-heavy segment compared the death
of a 20-day-old infant in Tehran to the
tragedy of Karbala.

* US "Kill List" Fears: Trump confirmed
switching off Air Force One in Ankara due
to intelligence regarding an Iranian
assassination plot.

* German Election Shift: The far-right AFD
won 37% of the vote in Mecklenburg,
marking a major defeat for the centrist
government.

* Kuwaiti Field Hospital Fuel Crisis: The
hospital in Al-Mawasi r rvi
drastically after generators ran out of fuel
due to Israeli restrictions.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine

yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
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also learn more about the GDELT Project at
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