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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The broadcasts of September 20, 2026,
portray a Brazil asserting its status as a global
agricultural powerhouse while grappling with
profound internal regarding
institutional integrity, technological influence,
and public safety. Brazil maintains its position
as the preeminent coffee producer,
accounting for over 30% of global production,
and is increasingly dominating the protein
export market, ranking as the third-largest
pork exporter. This economic strength is
bolstered by advancements in high-tech
aquaculture, particularly in the production of
shrimp and tilapia, which are transforming
regional economies in the Northeast and
South. However, this commercial success is
tempered by a political climate characterized
by deep skepticism toward the judiciary and a
growing narrative of "technological
dictatorship."

anxieties

Domestic politics are currently defined by the
Santa Catarina senatorial debates and the
presidential aspirations of Augusto Curi,
whose campaign has
unprecedented audit of social media
algorithms. Curi alleges that Meta has
suppressed his "pacification" narrative,
leading to a dramatic drop in engagement
that he characterizes as democratic sabotage.
Simultaneously, legislative candidates are
calling for radical reforms to the Supreme
Federal Court (STF), including ending life
tenure for ministers and curbing what they
describe as judicial interference in legislative
matters. This institutional friction is occurring
against a backdrop of sophisticated
transnational crime, highlighted by the
Operation FEreditar crackdown on the
Ndrangheta mafia's logistics in Brazilian
ports.

centered on an

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The day's reporting highlights several
strategic shifts in the Brazilian economic and

social landscape.

* Agricultural Value-Chain Evolution:
Brazil is shifting its focus from bulk
commercial coffee to high-value specialty
grains, where a single sack can fetch up to
R$ 10,000 compared to R$ 1,000 for
commercial grade. This shift is
accompanied by a social transition, with
48,000 leading coffee
production units, signaling a
democratization of management in a
historically patriarchal sector.

women now
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Technological Sovereignty and Mental
Health: Presidential candidate Augusto
Curi is framing algorithmic control as a
threat to national cognitive health, claiming
the "Shorts" format is creating a generation
beggars" and cognitive
deficits. He proposes delaying smartphone
access until age 10 to protect -child
development.

of "emotional

Institutional Reform Agendas:
Senatorial candidates in Santa Catarina are
coalescing around a "Santa Catarina First"
fiscal proposal to retain 90% of federal
taxes within the state, directly challenging

the centralized tax model of Brasilia.

Transnational Crime Countermeasures:
Federal Police, in coordination with Italian
authorities, dismantled a logistics network
that moved over four tons of cocaine
through Paranagua Port to Europe,
revealing that mafia families maintain
operational control even when key leaders
are incarcerated.

Healthcare Modernization: The Unified
Health System (SUS) is incorporating
Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS) to
identify hereditary breast cancer risks,
alongside the provision of semaglutide-

based weight loss treatments, marking a
significant upgrade in public bio-

surveillance and preventative care.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Leadership Dynamics & Governance

Legislative candidates are proposing a
mandatory 8-year term limit for STF
ministers to ensure "renewal" and decrease

the court's political weight.

* The presidential race is marked by a "third-

way" narrative that seeks to "retire" the
Lula model while criticizing the lack of
managerial experience in the Bolsonaro
faction.

Critical Infrastructure Security

* Major ports like Santos and Paranagud are

highlighted as both economic lifelines and
security vulnerabilities, with 70% of
coffee production flowing through Santos
alone.

* Calls for an integrated police response

(Federal, Military, Civil, and Municipal) are
being framed as the only way to combat
highly organized criminal factions.

Tech Sovereignty & Al

* The debate over regulating Big Tech is

shifting from misinformation to algorithmic
with candidates accusing
of in mocrati

transparency,
platforms
discourse to favor polarization.

* Predictive analysis suggests that within five

years, Al-driven automation could
displace millions of workers in medicine,

law, and engineering.

Food & Water Security

* Brazil is strengthening its position as a

global protein supplier, with pork
exports reaching record levels and entering
new markets like Singapore.

* The carciniculture (shrimp farming)

sector in Ceara and fish farming in Parana
are becoming critical for regional economic
i '
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Weaponization of Algorithms

A central theme of the day is the perception of
social media platforms not merely as
communication tools, but as active political
agents. The Augusto Curi campaign's call for
an independent audit of Meta suggests a
significant shift in how political candidates
view their ‘'"reach." The claim that
engagement was artificially suppressed to
maintain a polarized electorate implies a
growing belief that digital gatekeepers are the
primary obstacles to moderate political
movements. This ties into a broader social
narrative regarding the "dopamine cycle" and
its role in eroding the public's critical
thinking capacity.

Agrarian Excellence vs. Industrial

Stagnation

The economic transcripts show a stark
divergence  between  Brazil's  booming
agriculture and its struggling industrial
sector. While coffee, shrimp, and pork
producers are leveraging modern genetics
and precision technology to dominate
global markets, entrepreneurs
recount the collapse of manufacturing due to
India. The
narrative suggests Brazil is successfully
doubling down on its "Global Breadbasket"
role, yet remains vulnerable to import
dependency for manufactured components,
even in the automotive and spare parts
sectors.

domestic

mpetition from hin n

Institutional Distrust and

Antagonism

Judicial

Across multiple broadcasts, there is a
recurring theme of judicial overreach.

Candidates for the Senate are openly
attacking the STF specifically mentioning
Justice Alexandre de Moraes and Justice Dias
Toffoli in the context of corruption allegations
and prolonged tenures. The judiciary is
increasingly framed as a "sequestrator" of
national discussion, distracting from "real"
problems like inflation and security. This
indicates a deepening crisis of confidence in
the checks and balances of the Brazilian
state.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Brazil is currently experiencing significant
partisan fragmentation, with the upcoming
senatorial and presidential elections serving
as flashpoints for systemic grievances. The
"pacification" platform presented by Augusto
Curi highlights a segment of the elite that is
exhausted by the Lula-Bolsonaro binary,
characterizing the political
environment as an "industry of hate" that
undermines governance. This polarization is
exacerbated by economic pressures; despite
agricultural gains, 82% of families face high
levels of debt, and the informal labor market
encompasses 37% of the workforce.

current

Institutional decay is most visible in the
rhetoric directed at the Supreme Court. The
proposal to end vitaliciedade (life tenure)
and change how ministers are appointed—
shifting power away from the President
toward professional associations like the OAB
and judges' unions—reflects a desire to
depoliticize the high court. Furthermore,
regionalism is resurfacing, with states like
Santa Catarina demanding greater autonomy
and fiscal decentralization, potentially
signaling a future strain on the federal pact.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Brazil is positioning itself as a multipolar
pragmatic actor, primarily through its trade
relations. The country is moving beyond
commercial relationships to become a
strategic partner in global food security.
The expansion into Asian markets like
Singapore for meat exports and the continued
dominance of FEuropean coffee markets
demonstrate a high degree of strategic
maneuverability. However, this is shadowed
by the activities of transnational criminal
organizations. Operation Ereditar shows that
Brazil is a critical node in the Atlantic
drug trade, necessitating deep security
cooperation with European partners like Italy.

The portrayal of the "outside world" is two-
fold: it is a zone of economic opportunity
for Brazil's primary commodities, but also a
source of technological and industrial
threat. The dominance of Big Tech
(specifically US-based Meta) and the
industrial might of China are framed as forces
that Brazil must learn to negotiate with or
regulate to protect its social fabric and
domestic industry. The skepticism toward
foreign dictatorships (e.g., Iran) by some
candidates indicates a lingering tension in
Brazil's diplomatic alignment between
Western democratic norms and pragmatic
Global South partnerships.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Brazil's economy is defined by a robust
primary sector and a domestic population
burdened by debt and high interest rates.
While agricultural GDP is surging through
specialty coffee (R$ 56 billion in 2022) and
protein exports, the Selic rate remains a
primary point of political contention, with

candidates describing high interest as a form

of "usury" that stifles entrepreneurship.

* Commodities: Coffee production exceeds
3 billion kilos annually; specialty coffee
can reach R$ 10,000 per sack. Brazil is the
3rd largest pork exporter and a leading

poultry exporter (490,000 tons in August).

Interest Rates & Debt: 82% of families
are in debt; interest rates for credit cards
and personal loans are described as
reaching 400-600%.

e Labor Market: Informal labor stands at
37%; the "6x1" work scale is being

challenged in favor of 5x2 schedules to
combat burnout.

* Trade Patterns: Port of Santos handles
70% of coffee  exports. Industrial
manufacturing is struggling against China/
India impor

Corporate/Niche Markets: Luxury
motorcycles (Ducati Superleggera V4)
retail for over R$ 1.1 million, indicating a
concentrated  high-net-worth = segment

despite general economic malaise.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

No major government reshuffles or sudden
resignations were reported; however, the
transcripts indicate significant positioning for
upcoming leadership transitions in the STF
and the Presidency.

* Augusto Curi: Positioned as a "non-
political" leader, gaining ground as a

"pacification" alternative to traditional
party heads.

* Justice Dias Toffoli: Singled out by
political candidates as an example of why
life tenure must end, highlighting his long
tenure (41 to 75 years old).
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* Women in Agriculture: A strategic rise in
female leadership in the coffee sector, with
48,000 women now at the helm of
production units.

* Daniel Vorcaro Case: Emerging as a focal
point for judicial corruption
investigations, involving 52 unanswered

questions posed to Justice Alexandre de

Moraes.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network  prioritized  Agricultural
Prowess and Domestic Political Conflict as
its lead stories. Extensive airtime was given to
Brazil's global dominance in coffee and meat
production, framing the country as a vital
global resource. Simultaneously, the Santa
Catarina senatorial debates were treated as a
microcosm of the national struggle for
institutional reform. A secondary, but highly
emotional, tier of coverage focused on
Femicide and Domestic Violence,
particularly the investigation into the
poisoning of a pilates teacher, and the new
legal recognition of Violéncia Vicaria
(vicarious violence). Buried stories included
international conflicts (Ukraine/Gaza), which
were almost entirely absent, suggesting an
inward-looking, nationalistic editorial
tone. The coverage was largely reassuring
regarding the economy (agriculture) but fear-
inducing regarding the judiciary and social
media's impact on children.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The broadcasts frame the world as a market
to be dominated but also a source of
technological and criminal risk. Brazil is
portrayed as a benevolent but

underappreciated provider to the global
community.

COUNTRIES

* Brazil: Framed as a competent producer
but an inept governor of its own
institutional and social health. "The
problem is not the action of the corrupt,
but the omission of the good" people.

* United States: Portrayed as a source of
technological dominance (Meta) and a
model for judicial discretion. Trump is seen
as combative toward media and a
proponent of Al growth.

e Italy: A security partner in the fight
against the mafia; Operation Ereditar is a
successful example of transnational

ration.

e China & India: Framed as industrial

rivals whose cheap imports have
decimated Brazilian manufacturing
capacity.
LEADERS

* Augusto Curi: Framed as a principled
healer and "anti-myth" trying to save the
national psyche. "I am a doctor... I learned
to listen to pain" in all areas.

* Lula da Silva: Portrayed by opponents as a
chaotic and inept manager whose "old
politics" is '"breaking agriculture" and

increasing debt.

* Donald Trump: Seen as strong and
disruptive, particularly in his ban on "fake
news" media from the White House.
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NON-STATE & CORPORATE
ACTORS
e Meta: Framed as a chaotic and
manipulative force that controls
democratic outcomes via opaque
algorithms.

* Ndrangheta (Maffia): Portrayed as a
highly competent and persistent
criminal enterprise that adapts its logistics
despite law enforcement pressure.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The primary information warfare narrative
revolves around algorithmic censorship.
The claim that platforms like Instagram and
Facebook are suppressing non-polarized,
"pacific" political content is a powerful form of
narrative seeding. It allows candidates to
explain away poor polling as "sabotage" while
simultaneously attacking the business model
of Big Tech. Additionally, the Senate debates
featured '"narrative vs. truth" clashes,
particularly regarding the impact of Lula's
policies on the agricultural sector, where
government supporters cite new market
openings and critics cite high interest and
suicide rates among farmers.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Legislative Push for Judicial Term
Limits: Given the bipartisan nature of the
attacks on the STF, a constitutional
amendment to limit ministerial tenures is
likely to gain traction following the 2026

elections regardless of the winner.

* Specialization of the Agri-Sector: Brazil
will likely distance itself from low-grade
commodities, moving toward a certified,
sustainable, and high-value specialty
model to insulate itself from global price
fluctuations in the coffee market.

Regulatory Conflict with Big Tech: The
rhetoric concerning "cognitive deficits" and
"algorithm audits" suggests Brazil may
become a global testing ground for
aggressive platform regulation, similar to
its previous bans on Telegram and X in

earlier years.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect increased
legal challenges before the TSE (Superior
Electoral Court) regarding reach and
shadow-banning by social media platforms
as the campaign enters its final phase.
Operation Ereditar will likely lead to further
seizures and arrests in Sdo Paulo and Santa
Catarina.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Following the
election cycle, a significant debate over fiscal
federalism will emerge, driven by Santa
Catarina's demands to retain a greater share
of its tax revenue. The implementation of NGS
genetic testing in SUS will begin detecting
thousands of new cancer risks.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Brazil could face a
massive labor transition crisis as Al begins
to displace high-skill professionals; the
current lack of vocational training for
technical fields like Al and marketing will
become a major bottleneck. The coffee sector
may fully transition to a "wine-like" model of
designated origin and specialty grading.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_173000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_173000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_233000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_173000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RECORDNEWS_20260920_040000

RISK ASSESSMENT

Institutional instability, driven by the
executive-judiciary-legislative triangle,
remains the highest risk to Brazilian

sovereign stability.

¢ Risk of Institutional Gridlock: Continued

* Transnational Logistics Penetration:

Organized crime seizing control of critical
export ports. Triggers: Infiltration of port
authority or local police by mafia-cartel
alliances. Likelihood: High. Impact: High
(sanctions on Brazilian exports, insecurity).
Mitigations: Integrated, technology-driven

conflict between the STF and Congress
over judicial powers. Triggers: Further
corruption allegations involving STF
ministers or the suspension of high-profile
legislative acts. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Severe (paralysis of governance).
Mitigations: Passage of a constitutional
amendment for STF term limits and a more

transparent appointment process.

Cyber-Social Fragmentation: The
degradation of public discourse due to
algorithmic polarization. Triggers: Refusal
of Big Tech to provide transparency on
content delivery. Likelihood: Very High.
Impact: Medium-High (erosion of
democratic mandate). Mitigations:
Implementing independent algorithmic

audits and restricting screen time for

minors.

Economic Divergence/Regionalism:
Wealthy states seeking fiscal secession.
Triggers: Failure of federal tax reform or
rceiv negl of southern
infrastructure. Likelihood: Medium.
Impact: Very High (threat to federal
integrity). Mitigations: Decentralized tax
distribution and increased federal
investment in state health and roads.

port security and deep intelligence sharing
with Italy.

* Public Health Burden (Metabolic
Syndrome): Rising obesity and diabetes
taxing the SUS. Triggers: Failure of
preventative care and high costs of

semaglutide-based treatments. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Medium (fiscal strain).

Mitigations: Expansion of generic drug

production and early genetic screening.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The day's coverage, while dense, failed to
address several critical factors necessary for a
holistic risk assessment.

* Energy Costs and Inflation: While
interest rates were discussed, the energy
matrix and its impact on production costs
were largely ignored, despite references to
in rial line.

* Environmental Policy Balance: The
agriculture reports focused on productivity
and "organic" labels but failed to mention
how Brazil is handling international
deforestation pressures that could
trigger EU sanctions.

* Foreign Direct Investment (FDI): The
focus on domestic debt overshadowed
whether international capital is fleeing or
entering the country amid judicial
uncertainty.
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* Defense and Military Role: In a period of
high domestic polarization and
transnational crime, the posture of the
Brazilian military and its internal security
role was conspicuously absent.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Pacification” Paradox: While
candidates like Curi frame themselves as the
solution to hate, their aggressive stance
against the Judiciary and Big Tech could
actually be the trigger for a new, even more
volatile institutional crisis. If the algorithm is
seen as the enemy, the state may justify
preemptive digital censorship in the name
of "cognitive sovereignty," leading to a more
authoritarian digital environment than the one
it seeks to reform.

Agricultural Vulnerability: Brazil's hyper-
success in agriculture may be a strategic
trap. By becoming so efficient at primary
exports, the country is suffering from "Dutch
Disease," where its industrial base continues
to wither. A sudden biosecurity event (e.g., a
new avian flu strain) or a global trade war
could leave Brazil with no fallback industrial
economy, leading to rapid economic collapse

n in previ re-par r
declines.

Black Swan Event: A coordinated cyber-
physical attack on the Port of Santos by
criminal syndicates, utilizing the very Al tools
candidates fear, could paralyze 70% of the
nation's exports for weeks, triggering a
domestic fiscal meltdown and global coffee/
meat price shocks.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Accelerate judicial reforms focused on

term limits to restore institutional
credibility before the next presidential
term.

* Develop a National Digital Sovereignty

Framework that mandates algorithmic
transparency for platforms with large
political influence.

e Shift from centralized tax collection to a
performance-based federalism to
appease regionalist sentiments in high-
productivity states like Santa Catarina.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Diversify into specialty agricultural
technology (genetics, automated sorting)
to capitalize on the shift from commercial
to high-value grains.

* Hedge against industrial supply chain
disruptions by sourcing critical
components from multiple regions, given
the instability of domestic manufacturing.

* Monitor healthcare tech integration
(NGS, telemedicine) for  significant
investment opportunities in the Brazilian
public-private health sector.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on judicial
reform, labor laws, and digital regulation,
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with significant debate over how to adapt 500- * SUS Healthcare Upgrade: Inclusion of
year-old curriculum models to the Al age. Next-Generation Sequencing for breast

cancer and semaglutide treatments.

e Santa Catarina Senatorial Debate:
Candidates Amin, Lima, and Rocha clash
over STF powers, high interest rates, and
listribution.
Pilates Teacher Murder: Investigation
decentralization plan to retain 90% of . . . . g
. into the poisoning of Larissa by her
state taxes locally (Senatorial debate). i )
husband (a doctor) and mother-in-law using

o Labor Scale 5x2: A proposal to end the rodent poison.
6x1 work week to address worker
burnout and mental health.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o STF Reform: Proposal to end life tenure
and set 8-year mandates for ministers
A ri pr 1).

o PEC Santa Catarina First: A fiscal

* Animal Attacks & Risks: A viral video
alert on the danger of millipede (piolho

© ViOlénCia ViCéria Law: Leglslat]on de Cobra) toxins and the increase in
recognizing violence committed against scorpions and spiders in urban areas.
children to hurt mothers, en in
* Recall Backlog: 4 million vehicles in
Brazil have pending recalls, with
e HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS: signiﬁcant safety implications.
°c Augusto Curi Campaign Presser: A * Aquaculture Boom: Aracati becomes
call for an international independent Brazil's largest shrimp producer, while
audit of Meta's nten liv tilapia farming grows in the south.
algorithms. * Luxury Motorcycling: Market for R$
o Santa Catarina Senatorial Debate: 100k+ bikes grows, with the Ducati
Confrontational exchange on judicial Superleggera V4 reaching R$ 1.1 million.
overreach, Daniel Vorcaro case, and « Education through Experience:
ricultural Innovative  school projects teaching
beekeeping and business management
KEY STORIES to middle-schoolers.

e Teachers with Disabilities: Profile of

* Coffee Market Transformation: Brazil Fernando, a blind and wheelchair-using

dominate§ .30% of the glgbal coffee mark.et; teacher in Rio Claro, and David, who
R$ 56 bhillion revenue in 2022. Growing commutes hours by boat to teach in remot
trend of specialty coffee and women's Amazon communities

leadership.

* Operation FEreditar: Federal Police and
Italian authorities bust a cocaine route
through Paranagud Port, linking Brazilian
gangs to the Italian Mafia.

* Curi vs. Meta: Presidential candidate
Augusto Curi accuses Meta of sabotaging

his campaign via algorithmic suppression.

* Luxury Travel in Greece: Exploration of
Argostoli and Kefalonia, highlighting the
modern reconstruction following the

1953 earthquake.
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ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
https://blog. ltproject.org/announcing-our-
new-daily- -trends-on-capitol-hill-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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