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SEPTEMBER 20, 2026

T H E G D E L T P R OJ E C T

THE RUSSIAN STATE: DOMESTIC MANDATE
& GLOBAL RESILIENCE NARRATIVE

Securing a 'Wartime Democracy' Mandate While Leveraging Western Political & Energy
Volatility to Frame Resilient Sovereignty (Report Summary)

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: ELECTION CONSOLIDATION & WESTERN CONTRAST
DOMESTIC "CONSOLIDATION" (Sept 20, 2026) WESTERN INSTABILITY BACKDROP

mm NEW REGIONS
TURNOUT: 56.66%
INTEGRATED | (Surpassmg 2021 & 2016)

GERMAN GOVERNING
COALITION COLLAPSE
(Regional Poll Losses)

MOUNTING POLITICAL
DEEPENING FUEL CRISIS ECONOMIC
(US, France) & PROTESTS FRAGMENTATION

Contrasted against Russian "slabili(r; highlighted protests,
inflation, and territorial disputes.

REFERENDUM
UNITED RUSSIA: OF SUPPORT
~57% VOTE (Puun & SMO)
(Dominant Lead)
ELECTRONIC NEW REGIONS"
vo‘l'a‘s(;E }]DEG) TURNOUT

(up to 81% DNR)
Framed as National Unity under Wartime Conditions despite
kinetic interference (Drone Strikes on Infrastructure).

DEPLOYMENT:

L 22-FOLD MILITARY PRODUCTION
New “Reactionary” Jet Drones

INCREASE  (Certain Munitions)

AVIATION ADVANCEMENT:
Order for 90 MS-21 Airliners
(Domestic Engines)

NON-OIL/GAS REVENUES
DRIVING BUDGET SURPLUSES

SIGNALING PIVOT: @) NATIONAL GASIFICATION

PROJECTS
Post-0il Economy Rhetoric Enﬁm (Contrastto EU Searcity)
Framing Russia as an “Island of Stability” in a chaotic world.

STATE DUMA &
CONSOLIDATION
57.54%

AERIAL ESCALATION
OVER MOSCOW

INTEGRATION OF
DISPUTED TERRITORIES

STRATEGIC ENERGY
WEAPONIZATION

~18% g

United KPRF  LDPR

Leveraging high turnout
for National Unity.

Fuel Price Spikes linked to
Hormuz/Bab-el-Mandeb blockade
by Iranian-aligned forces.

H Supply Chain Resilience
@) (‘shadow Fleet’, Trade with
= India/China)

Cl : Record 1,600 Drones
Intercepted (450 targeting
Moscow) during election.

Tech Sovereignty
(Al Warnings, DEG promotion)

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, THEMES & INTERNAL DYNAMICS

ECONOMIC TRANSITION &
INSTITUTIONAL CONSOLIDATION

First participation in federal
elections. Presented as
“Finalized Political Annexation”.

Leadership Dynamics
(Fortifying Loyalist Governors
e.g., Kadyrov 97.35%)

"WARTIME DEMOCRACY" EFFICACY WESTERN FRAGMENTATION AS ASSET

Normalization of elections under threat.
Signals functional administrative state.
DEG as cornerstone.

Highlighting Scholz's failure & Trump-
Macron disputes to frame Western support
as unsustainable and Russia as stable.

Emphasis on non-oil GDP. “Veteranization”
of civil service creating lo_yallst elite.
“Rally around the flag” effect.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT, RISKS & FUTURE OUTLOOK

FUTURE OUTLOOK & SCENARIOS

SHORT TERM (1-4 Weeks): Victory tour, election certification,
potential escalatory strikes on Ukrainian energy.

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 Months): Record military budget debate
(2027), MS-21 commercial flights, potential EU stalemate.

LONG TERM (1-5 Years): Multi-year war of attrition, structural
economic pivot, full integration of new regions.

RISK ASSESSMENT & GAPS
& ESCALATION: Direct NATO-Russia Conflict risk (Moderate).

A ENERGY: Global Supply Collapse via Strait Blockade
(Moderate/High).

A CYBER: Attack on Critical Infrastructure (High).

& DOMESTIC: Social Fatigue if mobilization occurs (Low/Moderate).
GAPS & BLIND SPOTS: Electoral Integrity Data (DEG

B

% verification missing), Casualty Transparency (Lack of data),
Domestic Inflation Impact, Chinese-Russian Friction.
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THE RUSSIAN STATE SECURES A
DOMESTIC MANDATE THROUGH
HIGH-TURNOUT ELECTIONS WHILE
LEVERAGING WESTERN ENERGY
AND POLITICAL VOLATILITY TO
FRAME A NARRATIVE OF RESILIENT
SOVEREIGNTY.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 20, 2026, marked the conclusion
of the three-day Russian State Duma and
regional elections, characterized by a
preliminary turnout of 56.66%, surpassing
figures from 2021 and 2016. The ruling
United Russia party maintained a dominant
lead with approximately 57% of the vote, a
result framed by state media as a consolidated
referendum of support for President Putin
and the Special Military Operation (SMO).
The integration of the "new regions"—DNR,
LNR, Kherson, and Zaporizhzhia—into the
Russian legislative framework was a primary
focus, with record-high turnout reported
despite significant kinetic interference from
Ukrainian forces, including drone strikes on
voting infrastructure and the tragic death
of a member of the Kherson election
commission. The broadcast heavily contrasted

this domestic "consolidation" against a
backdrop of mounting political and
economic instability in the West,
specifically highlighting the electoral collapse
of Germany's ruling coalition in regional polls
and a deepening fuel crisis in the United

States and France.

Strategically, the day’s narratives emphasized
technological sovereignty and military
evolution. Reports detailed the deployment of
new '"reactionary" (jet-powered) drones and
the massive scaling of military production,
which has allegedly increased 22-fold for
certain Domestically, the
government is signaling a pivot toward a post-
oil economy, claiming non-oil and gas
revenues now drive budget surpluses, while
simultaneously pushing national
gasification projects to contrast with
European energy scarcity. The day concluded
with the framing of Russia as an "island of
stability" in a world of Western-induced chaos,
ranging from territorial disputes between
Trump and Macron to anti-migrant riots in
the Netherlands and hyperinflation in
Argentina.

munitions.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* State Duma Flection Results and
Consolidation: Preliminary data indicates
United Russia secured 57.54% of the vote,
with the Communist Party (KPRF) and
LDPR following at roughly 14% and 9%
respectively. The high turnout is being
leveraged to demonstrate national unity
under wartime conditions.



https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=RUSSIA1_20260920_170000_Vesti_nedeli

Massive Aerial Escalation Over
Moscow: The Russian Ministry of Defense
claimed to have intercepted a record
1,600 drones launched by Ukraine over
the election period, with 450 targeted at
Moscow alone, characterizing the effort as
a failed attempt to disrupt the democratic
process.

Integration of Disputed Territories: For
the first time, the '"new regions"
participated in federal elections, reporting
turnouts as high as 81% in the DNR. This is
presented as a finalized political
annexation, regardless of international
non-recognition.

German Governing Coalition Collapse:
Elections in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern and
Berlin saw catastrophic losses for
hancellor holz’ PD an h DU,
while the AfD and the Left (Linke) gained
ground, a trend attributed by Russian
media to German dissatisfaction with
energy costs and military aid to Ukraine.

Strategic Energy Weaponization and
Protests: Fuel price spikes in the West
triggered fishermen's revolts in France and
historical records for diesel prices in Texas,
which Russian analysts link to the
blockade of the Hormuz and Bab-el-
Mandeb straits by Iranian-aligned forces.

Advancements in Aviation Sovereignty:
The government announced a massive
order for 90 new MS-21 airliners,
highlighting the successful domestic
production of engines to replace Western
components.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Armed Conflict & Militarization: The
Russian defense industry has reportedly
incr mmunition pr ion 22
times, with new focus on high-precision
missiles and jet-powered UAVs. Tactical
updates from the front highlight the
liquidation of the "Reznikovsky cauldron" in
the Kharkiv region.

* Energy & Critical Minerals: Russia is
aggressively pursuing domestic
gasification while reporting that Europe’s
gas storage levels are at a historical low for
autumn (67%), citing the failure of the EU's
"Third Energy Package."

* Tech Sovereignty & AI: The government
is warning of the dangers of Western Al
following a reported US strike in Iran
based on faulty neural network data, while
simultaneously promoting Russian
electronic voting systems (DEG) which
handled over 3.6 million votes.

* Leadership Dynamics: The re-election of
regional leaders like Ramzan Kadyrov
(97.35%) and Sergei Minyaylo (61%)
reflects a strategy of fortifying loyalist
governors in sensitive border and

strategic zones during wartime.

* Supply Chain Resilience: Despite
sanctions, Russia claims to have built a
"shadow fleet" of tankers and is expanding
trade with India and China, with the
Indian Energy  Minister  confirming

continued cooperation despite US pressure.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Efficacy of "Wartime Democracy": The
central theme is the normalization of the
electoral process under kinetic threat. By
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conducting elections in frontline zones and
reporting high participation, the Kremlin is
signaling that the administrative state is
fully functional and that the conflict has not
compromised its domestic legitimacy. The use
of Remote Electronic Voting (DEG) is
becoming a cornerstone of this strategy,
allowing for participation despite "drone
danger" alerts, though it also centralizes
control over the electoral data stream.

Western Political Fragmentation as a
Strategic Asset: The broadcast spends
significant time detailing the electoral
failures of Chancellor Olaf Scholz and the
territorial bickering between Donald Trump
and Emmanuel Macron. This serves two
purposes: first, to convince a domestic
audience that Western support for Ukraine is
unsustainable due to internal dissent; and
second, to frame Russian governance as a

stable alternative to European "democratic

chaos."

Economic Transition and the Post-Oil
Narrative: A subtle but significant trend is
the shift in economic rhetoric. Officials are
now emphasizing that only 13% of GDP is
derived from oil and gas, downplaying the
"energy colony" label. The focus is moving
toward domestic aviation, high-tech
weaponry, and agricultural exports,
suggesting a long-term plan for a fortress
economy that is less susceptible to global
commodity price fluctuations, even as it

profits from rising global energy prices
caused by Middle Eastern instability.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Institutional Consolidation: The elections
served to purge or further marginalize non-
systemic opposition, with the broadcast

highlighting that candidates now include over
1,500 veterans of the SMO. This
"veteranization" of the civil service and
legislature aims to create a new, ultra-loyalist
elite hardened by combat. There is little
evidence of elite infighting in these
transcripts; rather, leaders like Gennady
Zyuganov (KPRF) and Leonid Slutsky (LDPR)

are shown offerin nstructive, rather than
disruptive, opposition, focusing on social

welfare rather than challenging the war's
premise.

Societal Resilience vs. Terror: The state
media narrative emphasizes a "rally around
the flag" effect. Attacks on voting centers in
Zaporizhzhia and the death of Olga
Demyanenko are used to reinforce the image
of an external, existential threat, which
historically suppresses domestic dissent.
However, the mention of "unauthorized
observers" being removed in Voronezh hints
at underlying friction in the electoral process
that the state is managing through
administrative force.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Global System Fracturing: The outside
world is portrayed as a hostile threat matrix
(NATO/Ukraine) and a fracturing system of
former allies (US/EU). The dispute over
French territories in North America being "re-
colored" on a Trump map is used to mock the
lack of unity in the Western bloc. Russia is
positioning itself as a leader of a "Global
Majority," hosting a International Youth
Festival in Yekaterinburg with representatives
from 191 countries to counter the narrative of
international isolation.

Energy Geopolitics: Russia is actively
leveraging the Middle Eastern crisis. The
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broadcast notes with approval that Yemeni
Houthis ] 1 | Saudi pipeli and
blocked straits, driving up Western fuel costs.
Moscow frames its own energy exports to
"reasonable partners" like India and even
F (which i 1 | ]
42% in July) as the only stabilizing force
remaining in the global energy market.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The Russian economy is portrayed as
undergoing a structural pivot, aided by a
budget surplus of 606 billion rubles in
August, largely attributed to non-oil and gas
sectors. Meanwhile, Western economies are
shown to be pricing in massive geopolitical
risks, particularly in the diesel and shipping
markets.

* Commodities: Brent oil is noted to be
rising toward $100 per barrel, with the
Russian budget cautiously forecasted at
$50 per barrel to ensure fiscal conservative
stability.

* Inflation & Labor: Significant unrest is
highlighted in Argentina (protests for food/
wages) and the US (diesel at $6.30/gallon
in Texas), threatening the trucking
industry.

* Trade Disputes: The US is reportedly

preparing "hellish" sanctions against
buyers of Russian energy, including

potential 500% tariffs, which Russian media
predicts will backfire by alienating India
and China.

Critical Infrastructure: Russian strikes

have reportedly destroyed the entire

Ukrainian steel industry, including the last
major plant in Kryvyi Rih, with recovery
estimated to take decades.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The elections resulted in the confirmation or
re-election of several key figures, reinforcing
the current power vertical.

* Ramzan Kadyrov: Secured a near-
unanimous 97.35% support in Chechnya,
cementing his role as a key security
guarantor in the Caucasus.

* Sergei Minyaylo: Re-elected as Head of
North Ossetia, emphasizing stability in the
southern border regions.

e Rashid Temrezov: Re-elected for a fourth
rm H f Karachayv-Cherkessia.

* Alexander Shuvaev: A "Hero of Russia"
and military general, he led preliminary
counts in Belgorod (63%), signaling a shift
toward putting military men in civilian
leadership roles in  conflict-adjacent

provinces.

e Marat Kambolov: Elected as the ne
1 r f h ia, a move
congratulated by Putin to reaffirm Russian-

South Ossetian ties.

Olaf Scholz (Implication): Portrayed as a

"lame duck" following electoral drubbings
in German regional polls, with half of

Germans reportedly wanting his
resignation by year-end.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The Lead Story across all transcripts was the
success of the State Duma elections,
specifically the high turnout and the
participation of the new regions. This was
followed closely by SMO  updates,
highlighting military-technological gains and
the successful defense against the drone
swarm over Moscow. The editorial tone was
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nationalistic, triumphant, and defiant,
designed to instill a sense of security and
inevitable victory. The secondary focus was
the "decline of the West," featuring extensive
footage of protests, rising fuel prices, and
political infighting in Germany, France, and
the US. Buried Stories included domestic

issues such as the botched surgeries at

private clinics in Moscow and the
environmental concerns regarding drunken

looses on the highways, which served as
human-interest fillers or "lifestyle" warnings.
Conspicuous Omissions included any
detailed reporting on Russian casualties in the
SMO, the specific economic hardships faced
by ordinary Russians due to inflation, or any
mention of non-systemic opposition figures
who were barred from the ballot.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext reveals a world where traditional
Western power is crumbling, replaced by a
"multipolar reality" where Russia and its allies
hold the strategic advantage in resources and
will.

* Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as the
principled and calm leader of a
"consolidated" nation, warning the West
but offering a "live together in friendship"
alternative.

Framed as a
" who has
canceled elections to remain in power while
stealing Western aid ("who stole $27
billion?").

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a chaotic but
disruptive force who 1is already "
dividing" the world, specifically challenging
French sovereignty, which amuses Russian
commentators.

* Volodymyr Zelensky:
IT r "di r

re-

* Olaf Scholz: Characterized as inept and
failing, leading his party to historical lows
while sacrificing German industry for US
interests.

& The Houthis: Framed as
competent asymmetric actors capable of
bringing the global economy to its knees,
with Russia viewing their success as a
check on US hegemony.

e Iran

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The state is seeding
the idea that voting is an act of war—a
"civic duty" equivalent to military service.
Veterans are becoming the face of the
legislature to moralize all government
decisions.

* Disinformation/Propaganda: The
broadcast repeatedly refers to the
"Reznikovsky cauldron" and the liquidation
of Ukrainian statehood in 2-3 days if Poland
intervenes, a form of escalatory rhetoric
designed to deter Western involvement.

Censorship: The framing of Western media
as "fake news" and the revocation of the
CNN correspondent’s press pass by Trump
is used to justify Russia’s own restrictive
information environment by suggesting
"everyone does it."

e Ground Truth vs. Spin: While the
broadcast claims 100% interception of
drones over Moscow, the reported deaths in
Moscow suburbs and fires at data centers
suggest the penetration of Russian air
defenses is more significant than admitted.
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HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Militarization of Civil Governance: The
heavy presence of SMO veterans in the
Duma will likely lead to stricter national
security laws and the redirection of more
social spending toward military-industrial
purposes in the next legislative session.

* Energy Pivot to India/China: As US
"hellish sanctions" loom, Russia will likely
formalize new long-term energy treaties
with the BRICS+ bloc, further decoupling
from the Euro-Atlantic financial system.

* European Social Instability: Continued
high energy prices and the rise of populist
parties (AfD, Linke) in Germany suggest a
high probability of government collapses
or major policy reversals regarding Ukraine
aid in the 2026-2027 winter period.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a "victory
tour" and formal certification of election
results, potentially accompanied by
escalatory strikes on Ukrainian energy
infrastructure to "punish" Kiev for election-
day drone attacks. The new regional leaders
will likely be inaugurated with high-profile
visits from Moscow officials.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The new State
Duma will likely debate a record military
budget for 2027. We may see the first
commercial flights of the MS-21 with
domestic engines, a key milestone for
technological sovereignty. In Europe, the fall
of the Scholz government could lead to a
stalemate in EU decision-making.

Long Term (1-5 Years): Russia is positioning
for a multi-year war of attrition, betting

that its structural economic pivot away from
the West and its "veteran-led" domestic policy
will outlast the political will of the US and EU.
The integration of the new regions will move

toward full economic and legal

RISK ASSESSMENT

e Escalation to Direct NATO-Russia

Conflict: High-level warnings about Polish
statehood and the interception of missiles
near Moscow indicate a thinning buffer
between the two blocs. Triggers: A drone
or missile strike causing high casualties in
a major Russian city or a NATO "accident"
in the Baltic. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Catastrophic/Global. Mitigations:

Maintaining backchannel military
communications and clear red-line
definitions.

* Global Energy Supply Collapse: Iranian-
aligned forces could shut down the
Hormuz Strait permanently. Triggers:
US/Israeli strikes on Iranian nuclear sites.
Likelihood: Moderate/High. Impact:
Global recession and double-digit inflation.
Mitigations: Strategic reserve releases
and rapid alternative energy deployment.

Cyber-Attack on Critical Infrastructure:
Reports of mass DDoS attacks during the
elections could precede a more destructive
attack on power or financial grids.
Triggers: Implementation of "hellish" US

sanctions. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Significant domestic disruption.
Mitigations: Strengthening  domestic

"sovereign internet" (Runet) and data
center hardening.
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Domestic Social Fatigue: While elections
showed consolidation, the rising costs of
living mentioned in relation to the West are
also present in Russia. Triggers: A new
wave of mobilization or significant currency
devaluation. Likelihood: Low/Moderate.
Impact: Eroding support for the SMO.
Mitigations: Increased social subsidies
and "populist" tax reforms in the Duma.

Middle Eastern Conflict Spillover: The
Yemeni war is threatening the Suez Canal
and Red Sea trade routes. Triggers:
Expansion of Houthi strikes to merchant
ships of all nations. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Global supply chain paralysis.
Mitigations: International naval task
forces or Russian-mediated negotiations
with Iran.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

The broadcasts offer a comprehensive look at
the state's narrative but leave several critical
areas unaddressed:

Electoral Integrity Data: There is no
mention of how independent observers (if
any) could verify the remote electronic
voting (DEG) results, which accounted for
a massive portion of the totals.

Casualty Transparency: While military
production is touted, there is a total lack of
information regarding the human cost of
the front-line gains mentioned in Kharkiv
and Donetsk.

Domestic Inflationary Pressure: The
broadcast highlights Western diesel prices
but omits the current inflation rate within
Russia and its impact on the "non-oil"
sectors of the economy.

* Chinese-Russian Friction: While "bloc
politics" are shown as solid, the transcripts
ignore potential tensions regarding
Chinese territorial maps or economic
competition in Central Asia, focusing only
on Western-US friction.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Potemkin Flection" Hypothesis:
The record turnout and support for United
Russia could be an administrative
fabrication designed to hide growing war-
weariness. In this scenario, the heavy
reliance on electronic voting and the
removal of observers in places like
Voronezh were not defensive measures
against "Western  interference" but
necessary to manufacture a mandate
that no longer exists on the ground.

* The "Energy Trap" Hypothesis: Russia’s
glee at Western energy prices could
backfire. If Western economies collapse,
global demand for Russian
commodities (even those sold to the
"Global Majority") will crater, leading to a
late-stage fiscal crisis in Moscow just as the
2027 budget kicks in.

* Black Swan - The "Zelensky Gambit": A
sudden collapse of the Houthi blockade
through a negotiated settlement (excluding
Russia) could lead to an oil price crash,
depriving the Kremlin of the "war dividend"
it is currently using to fund its non-oil
transition.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector: 1. Security:
Increase investment in anti-drone systems for
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metropolitan centers, as the 1,600-drone
swarm indicates a massive increase in
Ukrainian capability. 2. Diplomatic:
Leverage the "Youth Festival" contacts to
formalize academic and tech exchanges with
African and Latin American nations to
bypass Western sanctions. 3. Economic:
Prepare for the secondary impacts of Middle
Eastern maritime blockades on Russian
grain and fertilizer exports through the Black
Sea.

For Private Sector/Investors: 1. Supply
Chains: Investors should expect continued
volatility in diesel and shipping costs;
logistics firms should prioritize overland
Eurasia routes where possible. 2. Aviation:
Monitor the MS-21 rollout;
adoption would signal a long-term recovery
for the Russian domestic travel market
independent of Boeing/Airbus. 3. Regulatory:
Companies operating in BRICS+ markets
should prepare for escalatory US tariffs and
"compliance warfare" as the US seeks to block
Russian energy buyers.

successful

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The final day of elections has set the stage for
a new legislative cycle focused on war footing

and technological sovereignty. The following
were the key policy-related highlights:

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Progressive Taxation Reform:
Proposed to fund social services and
SMO veteran support; intended to
redistribute wealth towards the war-
supporting demographic.

o The "Harkness" US Sanctions Bill:
(Reported as US legislation) Aimed at
penalizing buyers of Russian energy;
Russian Duma is preparing counter-
sanctions.

c DEG Expansion: Proposals to make
Remote Electronic Voting the primary
method for all future federal elections.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:
o Central
Briefing: Ella Pamfilova reported on
cyber-attacks from the UK and Brazil
and confirmed the death of an election
worker.

Election Commission

o Putin’s Address on the "Day of the
Armorer": Announced a 22-fold increase
in high-precision munition production.

o Mishustin Cabinet Meeting: Focused
on rebuilding the transit system in
Crimea and integrating the new regions'
budgets.

KEY STORIES

* State Duma Flections Finalized:
Preliminary counts show United Russia

leading with 57.54%, high turnout of
56.66% reported.

* New Regions Vote: First-time federal
voting in DNR, LNR, Kherson, and
Zaporizhzhia; turnouts range from 74% to
81%.
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Death of Olga Demyanenko: A Kherson
election official was killed by a Ukrainian
drone strike on a civilian bus.

Massive Moscow Drone Attack: 1,600

drones launched at Russia; 450 targeted at

Moscow, mostly intercepted according to
MoD.

German Regional Polls: SPD and CDU
crushing defeats in Berlin and
Mecklenburg; AfD and Linke rise.

Global Fuel Crisis: US diesel hits $6.30 in
Texas; French fishermen blockade Nice and
Marseille over fuel costs.

suffer

Hormuz Strait Blockade: Iranian forces

and Yemeni Houthis disrupt 4% of world oil
supply via the East-West pipeline.

Trump-Macron Map Dispute: Donald
Trump posts a map claiming French islands
(Saint Pierre and Miquelon) as US territory.

Russian Aviation Sovereignty: Aeroflot
orders 90 MS-21 aircraft with domestic
PD-14 engines.

Steel Industry Destruction: Russian
strikes reportedly eliminate Ukraine's
metallurgical capacity.

Yekaterinburg Youth Festival: Over

10,000 guests from 191 nations gather to

counter "Russian isolation" narrative.

Belgorod Regional Election: General

Shuvaev leads with 63% support.

South Ossetia Anniversary: Republic
marks 36 years; Marat Kambolov elected
leader.

Hacker Attacks on DEG: 1,000+ DDoS
attacks on election infrastructure reported
by CEC.

Bishkiria Bison Recovery: Rare

Belovezhskaya bison population reaches 33

in Russian natural park.

* Magadan Blueberry Harvest: Record
lingonberry harvest despite cold summer.

* Novosibirsk Sparrow Census: Decline in

sparrow  populations noted by local
scientists.

e Kamchatka Volcano Cloud: Unusual
wave-sh 1 spotted
Avachinsky volcano.

over

* Tuva Camel Migration: Winter migration
of 250 camels begins in Tuva.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

examine

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
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that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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