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PAPAL SOFT POWER & GLOBAL DISRUPTION:
A Hardening Landscape (September 26, 2026)

Religious revivalism confronts unilateral diplomacy, systemic cyber-risks, and accelerating climate catastrophes.

THE JUXTAPOSITION OF POWERS
. UNILATERALIST DIPLOMACY:

Trump rejects Iran deal, renames
waterway, bypassing consensus.
US signals “Fortress” posture.

RELIGIOUS REVIVALISM:
800,000 gather in Paris. Pope calls for
“culture of life” against technocracy and
exclusion. A youth-led spiritual resurgence,
linking Gospel to migrant dignity.

CYBER-RISKS & REGULATION:
France arrests tech founders for
platform failures. A new era
of* cyber jurisdiction” and
“personal liability”.

BANGKOK FLOODS:
State of catastrophe,
21 provinces inundated

A WODLE SECTION: A WORLD IN FRACTURE
(INTERCONNECTED CRISES)

AFRICAN INSTITUTIUNAL CRISES

EUROPEAN SOCIAL UNREST

Firefighters strike over climate

workload. Housing crises spark protests.

2 DRC: Generals iIIed. security vacuum
GEOPOLITICAL MANEUVERING

Russia sows division in Europe, praising .
Trump while condemning EU “obstruction”. GUINEA:
Opposition leader

HOUSING mauTS" pposition
dies in exile

RENTS +30%

ousu; RIGHTS! il
RENTS +30% ___ I

HOUSING RISE IN MADRID:
Firefighters strike over climate
workload. Housing crises
crises spark protests.

UKRAINE & SAUDI ARABIA:
Continued infrastructure strikes
impact industry and energy exports.

KENYA: Xenuphnblc labor policies &
deadline for permits

HIGH RISK: Persian Gulf kinetic conflict post-US
midterms (Nov 3) if “Trump Strait” is blocked.

MODERATE-HIGH RISK: Regional labor unrest and
refugee crisis in East Africa due to permit deadlines.

MODERATE RISK: Systemic cyber-collapse or tech

.

XENOPHOBIA AS
(;RIS[S 100L: A exodus from EU due to aggressive executive

FAITH VS.
TECHNOCRACY:
Church 'Jnsmuns itself
as ethical regulator of Al,
responding to a “desire
for God” in a secular,

anxious age. scarcity. re

“Foreigner” weaponized {
by elites to deflect from prosecutions.
internal governance THE OUTLOOK: A world where traditional rules are
failures and economic surerseded by spectacle and unilateralism, while
igious movements mobilize to fill the moral vacuum.
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PAPAL SOFT POWER AND
RELIGIOUS REVIVALISM CONFRONT
A HARDENING LANDSCAPE OF
UNILATERALIST DIPLOMACY,
SYSTEMIC CYBER-RISKS, AND
ACCELERATING CLIMATE
CATASTROPHES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

September 26, 2026, was defined by a stark
juxtaposition between the
mobilization of religious soft power in Europe
and the further deterioration of traditional
diplomatic norms in the Middle East and
Eastern Europe. Pope Leo XIV’s historic visit
to France reached its zenith with a mass
gathering of up to 700,000 people at the
Place de la Concorde, signaling a notable, if
localized, resurgence in Catholic engagement
among French youth and adult converts. This
"pastoral” however, carried
significant political weight as the Pontiff
challenged prevailing attitudes on migration,
artificial intelligence, and end-of-life care,
framing a "culture of life" against what he
characterized as a technocratic and
exclusionary modernity.

massive

mission,

Concurrently, the international security
architecture continued to fracture. U.S.
President Donald Trump’s rejection of an
Iranian proposal to reopen the Strait of
Hormuz—coupled with his provocative social
media gesture to rename the waterway the
"Trump Strait"—indicates a shift toward
personalized, maximalist diplomacy that
bypasses multilateral consensus. In the
background, Russia leveraged the UN General
Assembly to drive a wedge between the U.S.
and Europe, with Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov praising Trump’s ‘"efforts" while
condemning European "obstruction" of peace
in Ukraine. This narrative seeding suggests a
coordinated attempt to influence upcoming
Western political cycles by framing the
current European leadership as the primary
impediment to regional stability.

The day also highlighted the intensifying
"polycrisis" affecting the Global South. A
catastrophic flooding event in Bangkok and a
high-profile military aviation disaster in the
Democratic Republic of Congo underscore the
fragile state of infrastructure and governance
in emerging economies. In Africa, the death of
Guinean opposition figure Sidya Touré and the
rise of xenophobic labor policies in Kenya
point to a period of heightened internal
instability. The convergence of these events
suggests that while religious and social
movements are mobilizing to fill a perceived
moral vacuum, state actors are increasingly
retreating into nationalism and defensive
economic posturing.
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MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

The Papal Visit to France and Religious
Resurgence

* Pope Leo XIV conducted a massive open-air
mass in Paris, drawing an estimated
600,000 to 800,000 attendees, signaling a
shift from a "transmission-based" to an
"adhesion-based" Catholicism in France.

The Pontiff visited the Maison Bakhita to
advocate for the dignity of migrants,

explicitly linking the Gospel to
contemporary  migration  crises and

criticizing exclusionary border policies.

* A sensitive meeting with seven victims of
clerical sexual abuse in Lourdes was
scheduled to address long-standing
institutional failin

Escalation of U.S.-Iran Confrontation

* President Trump rejected a Qatari-
mediated Iranian plan to reopen the Strait
of Hormuz within seven days, viewing the
overture as an admission of weakness.

* U.S. officials signaled a  potential
resumption of airstrikes against Iran
following the November 3 mid-term
elections.

* Trump’s proposal to rename the Strait of
Hormuz as the "Trump Strait" marks a
significant  departure from standard

geopolitical nomenclature.

Environmental Catastrophe in Thailand

* Bangkok declared a state of catastrophe
following 48 hours of torrential rain that

inundated 21 provinces.

 The eastern districts of the capital were
hardest hit, with the military deployed to
manage flood barriers and sandbagging

operations.

African Institutional Crises

* In the DRC, a plane crash killed two high-
ranking generals (Likulia and Katalai)
and 12 others, decapitating a significant
portion of the military justice apparatus.

* Kenya implemented a three-month deadline
for foreign workers in the informal sector
to secure permits, sparking fears of mass
expulsions.

e Former Guinean Prime Minister Sidya
Touré died in exile in Paris at age 81,
marking the end of an era for the Guinean

opposition.

European Social Unrest and Housing
Crises

* Massive protests in Madrid supported an
87-year-old woman evicted by a real estate
agency, highlighting a 30% spike in rents
since 2021.

* French firefighters launched a strike
demanding a 50% increase in professional
staff to combat intensifying wildfire
seasons.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

* Continued drone strikes on Kyiv and Odesa
have targeted industrial infrastructure,
leading to the closure of an ArcelorMittal
plant after four strikes in five weeks.

* Saudi Arabia remains under sustained
Houthi missile and drone fire, impacting

global petroleum exports.
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Climate & Extreme Weather

* Bordeaux winemakers report that climate
change has forced earlier harvests
(starting August 25) and required new
techniques to prevent vine dehydration.

* The Bangkok floods are compared in
severity to the 2011 disasters, which
resulted in over 500 deaths.

Cybersecurity & Threat Actors

e Paris prosecutors confirmed the arrest of
Telegram founder Pavel Durov and the
summons of Elon Musk regarding platform
regulatory failures.

* The rise of Al-driven cybercrime is
enabling sophisticated phishing and
deepfake-based sexual extortion.

Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Russia’s Sergey Lavrov and Germany’s
Annalena Baerbock held a first-of-its-kind
meeting since the start of the Ukraine war
on the sidelines of the UNGA.

* U.S.,, Denmark, and Greenland signed a
security accord to resolve tensions
following past U.S. interest in annexing the

Iri

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

* France is debating an "Integral Law"
against sexist and sexual violence,
aiming to remove the statute of limitations
for serial offenders.

* Brazilian President Lula banned sports

betting platforms citing public health
concerns and addiction risks just days
before the election.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutionalization of Global

Disruption

The traditional rules-based order is being
superseded by a "politics of the spectacle" and
aggressive unilateralism. President Trump's
attempt to rename the Strait of Hormuz is not
merely rhetorical; it signals a desire to
privatize or personalize global strategic assets
as leverage in negotiations. This trend is
mirrored in the cyber realm, where France is
increasingly using its domestic criminal code
to target the leaders of digital platforms
(Durov, Musk) rather than just the illicit
actors wusing them. This represents a
fundamental shift in how states exert
sovereignty over non-state, digital spaces.

The Religious Counter-Narrative to

Technocracy

Pope Leo XIV's visit highlights a growing
tension between traditional moral frameworks
and the rapid advancement of technology and
secular law. By choosing to speak on artificial
intelligence at UNESCO and the Elysée, the
Pope is positioning the Church as the primary
ethical regulator of technologies that
"respond to data but not the meaning of life"
life. The '"resurgence" of Catholicism in
France—driven by adult converts rather than
traditional upbringing—suggests that
secularized societies are experiencing a
"desire for God" as a reaction to existential
anxiety caused by climate change and
geopolitical instability.

Xenophobia as a Crisis Management Tool

Across diverse geographies, from Kenya to
Spain and South Africa, the "foreigner" is
being systematically weaponized by political
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elites to deflect from internal governance
failures. In Kenya, President Ruto has
explicitly framed informal migrant labor as
a threat to local jobs, leading to vigilante
justice. In Spain, protests against the
government's perceived failure to secure
borders at Ceuta are being used by right-
wing factions like Vox to challenge the ruling
coalition. The "migrant-as-rival" narrative is
becoming the dominant lens for discussing
economic scarcity.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

France: Elite-Religious Friction

* A clear rift exists between the Papal
agenda and the Macron administration. The
Pope's critiques of assisted dying and
surrogacy legislation were
challenges to the French government’s
social agenda.

direct

Macron’s decision not to attend the mass
at Place de la Concorde—despite attending
a similar event in Marseille in 2023—
suggests a strategic retreat from potential

secularism (laicité) controversies during a

period of high political tension.

Democratic Republic of Congo: Security
Vacuum

* The death of the Auditor General and the
President of the High Military Court in a
single crash creates an immediate judicial
and command crisis in the Congolese
army, likely delaying key anti-corruption
and military reform efforts.

Brazil: Pre-Election Volatility

* President Lula’s ban on sports betting is
interpreted by opponents as a desperate
electoral gambit to shore up support from
religious and social conservative blocs nine

days before the vote.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The U.S. "Fortress" Posture

The U.S. administration is framing the world
as an arena for zero-sum competition. By
rejecting the Hormuz deal and threatening
strikes post-election, Washington is signaling
that it no longer seeks "stability" in the
Middle East so much as Iranian
capitulation. The "Trump Strait" branding
serves to project a global posture of

unapologetic ownership over

commons.

maritime

Russian Opportunism in the West

Russia is actively cultivating a "peace party"
narrative within the West. Lavrov’s praise for
Trump while meeting the German Foreign
Minister suggests a strategy of undermining
European wunity by identifying specific
leaders as "war-mongers" while holding out
the promise of a deal with a future U.S.
ministration.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The global economic outlook is characterized
by "paradoxical resilience" under extreme
pressure. While European growth remains
sluggish at 1.1% for 2026, energy prices have
surged by 14%, putting immense pressure on
household purchasing power. The shift toward
"re-industrialization" and "technological
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sovereignty" is now a survival imperative, yet
high debt levels and inflation limit the fiscal

maneuverability of individual EU states.

Key Economic Vectors

e Inflation:macroeconomic risk.

* Commodities:fuel price volatility,
impacting Trump’s popularity polling.

* Labor Markets:disrupting supply chains
and small-scale commerce.

* Agriculture:higher production costs due
to the need for labor "agility" and climate
adaptation investments.

* Digital Economy:tripled in size in three
years.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

The day saw significant turnover in military
and political leadership across Africa and a
hardening of regulatory leadership in Europe.

*ILt. Gen. Likulia and Lt. Gen.
Katalai:strategic loss for the army's

internal oversight.
* Sidya Touré:unifying figure for the exiled

democratic opposition.

* Joanna Bruce:vanguard of  cyber-
regulation, signaling that tech founders are

no longer immune to prosecution.

* Pope Leo XIV:American Pontiff with deep
Latin American ties, using his heritage to
bridge the gap between developed and
developing worlds on migration issues
issues.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

France 24’s coverage was heavily skewed
toward the Papal visit, treating it as both a

domestic "feel-good" story and a high-stakes
theological summit. The network adopted a
celebratory tone regarding the mass
attendance but maintained a critical,
investigative edge concerning the sexual
abuse scandal and the Maison Bakhita visit.
The U.S.-Iran conflict was the secondary
pillar, framed through the lens of Trump’s
unpredictable diplomacy. African news was
given significant weight, particularly the
death of Sidya Touré and the DRC crash,
reflecting the network’s regional mandate. A
notable omission was the lack of detailed
analysis on the specific military situation on
the frontlines in Ukraine, opting instead to
focus on Lavrov’s diplomatic maneuvering and
industrial closures.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The network implicitly framed the global
system as an era of "Charismatic Leadership
VS. Institutional Decay." Traditional
institutions (UN, EU, Catholic Church) are
shown struggling to adapt to aggressive
individual actors (Trump, Musk, Putin).

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Donald Trump:unilateralist and
disruptive. His rejection of the Iran deal
was described as an "end of non-receipt,"”
and his renaming of the strait was framed
as an act of personal ego ("Trump Strait")

ego.

* Pope Leo XIV:rockstar humanitarian and
"citoyen descendant d'immigré." He is
depicted as principled but embattled by
his own institution's past.

e Iran:weak and desperate. Trump’s quote
that they are "in the process of losing" was
used to characterize them.
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* France:modernizing but spiritually seeking
laboratory for religious revival.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE
ACTORS
e Pavel Durov/Elon Musk:accountable

targets. They are no longer "visionaries"
but responsible parties for platform crimes.

* Maison Bakhita:moral
state-level migration failure.

alternative to

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding:Europe is the obstacle
to peace in Ukraine, a narrative designed
to resonate with Western anti-war factions.

* Psychological Operations:disruptive
branding intended to dominate the news
cycle and demonstrate "ownership" of a
global crisis.

* Censorship vs. Regulation:defense of
children and women against "deepfakes"

and pedocriminality.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The "Trump Strait"
Precedent:breakdown in maritime law as
other nations (e.g., China in the South
China Sea) adopt "sovereign
branding" tactics.

similar

* Catholic Political Mobilization:potent
political force in French domestic policy,
particularly regarding ethics and bioethics.

* Cyber-Jurisdiction Wars:retaliatory tech
exodus or a fragmentation of the internet,
as platforms seek jurisdictions with less
personal liability for CEOs.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
protests in Kenya and Burundi as the labor
permit deadline approaches. Market volatility
in the oil sector will increase following
Trump’s refusal to negotiate on Hormuz. In
France, the firefighter strikes could escalate if
autumn wildfire risks persist persist.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The U.S. mid-

terms (Nov 3) will likely be followed by a

military escalation in the Persian Gulf if the

"Trump Strait" remains blocked. Brazil will

face social instability post-election due to the
in n.

Long Term (1-5 Years): A permanent shift in
Bordeaux viticulture toward drought-
resistant techniques will be required. The EU
may formalize an independent cyber-
prosecution office following the success of

the Paris parquet.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Persian Gulf Kinetic Conflict:Triggers:
Failed post-election negotiations or Houthi
escalation. Likelihood: High. Impact:

Global energy shock and potential
recession. Mitigations: Immediate Qatari-
mediated de-escalation.

* African Regional Labor Unrest:Triggers:
Expiration of the 3-month permit deadline.
Likelihood: Moderate-High. Impact:
Regional refugee crisis and economic
disruption in East Africa. Mitigations:

EAC-mediated regularization.

* Systemic Cyber-Collapse:prosecutions.
Triggers: Formal indictment of Elon Musk.
Likelihood: Moderate. Impact: Massive
information flow disruption and digital
blackouts. Mitigations: A new EU-level

Cyber Governance Treaty.
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* French Civil Service Collapse:emergency
response capacity. Triggers: Government
rejection of salary revaluation. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Widespread property

damage and  public safety  risks.
Mitigations: Expansion of the professional

firefighting force.

* Thai Institutional Crisis:Triggers:
Breach of major flood dikes in eastern
Bangkok. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Global supply chain disruption for

electronics and automotives. Mitigations:
Emergency international humanitarian aid.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The exact causes of the DRC plane crash
remain unknown; whether it was
mechanical failure or sabotage is a critical
piece of missing context.

* The transcripts mention "70,000" and
"800,000" for the Paris mass; the
discrepancy in statistics
suggests significant reporting variance.

crowd size

* Details on the U.S.-Denmark accord
regarding Greenland are vague on whether
U.S. military basing rights were

expanded.

* The economic impact of the Brazil betting
ban on the Brazilian football league—

highly dependent on sponsorships—was not
explored.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The Hormuz Stalemate as a Strategic
Distraction:stalling tactic to keep oil
prices volatile until the U.S. mid-terms are

over, ensuring a political narrative of
"strength" while avoiding actual combat.

* The Catholic Revival as a Fleeting
"Rockstar" Effect:celebrity  curiosity
rather than a structural shift in French
secularism, potentially leading to an over-
estimation of the Church's political
leverage.

* Black Swan Event:Silicon Valley boycott
of the FEuropean market, causing an
immediate total collapse of the EU digital

economy.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Security:mass refugee flows and energy
shocks.

* Diplomatic:migration policy negotiations

as a moderating force against xenophobic
trends.

* Regulatory:personal liability frameworks
for platform administrators to avoid
"judicial surprises" that disrupt the tech
sector.

For Private Sector/Investors:

* Supply Chain:diversify geographic risk
immediately as Bangkok’s flood defenses
prove insufficient.

* Investment:capital allocation for radical
climate adaptation (irrigation, early-harvest
logistics).

* Compliance:sovereign regulatory risk in

France, as the judiciary demonstrates a
new willingness to arrest executives.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity today focused on digital
regulation, social protection, and
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environmental management across several
continents.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

* French ‘"Integral Law" on Sexual
Violence:prescriptions for serial sexual
offenses.

* Kenyan Labor Regularization Act:work

permits within 90 days.

* Brazilian Public Health Betting
Ban:online sports betting platforms.

* U.S.-Denmark-Greenland Security
Accord:territorial integrity guarantees.

* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

* Sergey Lavrov at UNGA:rational actor
compared to "unreasonable" EU leadership.

* Joanna Bruce Press Briefing:cyber-
prosecution strategy of the Paris Parquet.

* Pope Leo XIV at TUNESCO:ethical
regulation of Al based on the "meaning of
human life" life.

KEY STORIES

* Pope Leo XIV's Paris Mass:peace and the
Gospel Gospel.

* Trump Rejects Iran
Plan:"Trump Strait".

Hormuz

* Bangkok Catastrophic
hours of rain rain.

e DRC Generals Killed in Crash:lIlebo and
Kikwit.

Flooding:48

* Guinea's Sidya Touré Dies:exile in Paris
at 81 81.

* Cybercombatante Released:arrest of
Pavel Durov and the fight against

cybercrime.

* Kenyan Xenophobia Spike:three months
to leave or get permits.

* Madrid Housing Protests:rising rents.

* Bordeaux Harvest Shifts:earliest harvest
since records began due to warming.

* Zidane's France Debut:1-0
Turkey, but Mbappe was injured.

against

* U2 Balcony Concert:Dublin to celebrate
their 50th anniversary.

* Lula's Betting Ban:nine days before the
election.

* Firefighter Strike in France:21,000
additional recruits to handle climate-
related disasters.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

deeply examine
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By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://

hi Jotails/ty.
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