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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE: OCTOBER 3, 2026. A visual narrative of strategic challenges.
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SECURITY FAILURES
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G7 coordinates emergency
diesel releases to neutralize
U.S. threat.
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$18 BILLION FISCAL SHOCK
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Federal contingency planning
for potential Alberta separation.
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Resurgent separatist party leads
polls amidst regional anxiety.

FLY DUBAI COCKPIT ATTACK:
Commercial flight stabbing
investigated as terrorist attempt.
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MISSING AIR AMBULANCE JET:
Search off Nantucket for jet
with 6 on board.

MORTGAGE PRISON:
Nearly 1in 10 Toronto
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approaching 2008 levels.

i

HIGH COST OF LIVING:
Food & energy prices surging.
Beef up 63% in 5 years.

ONTARIO MINIMUM WAGE:
$17.95, criticized as below
living wage.
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RUSSIA-UKRAINE:
Over 20,000 Ukrainian children
abducted for indoctrination.
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CLIMATE-DRIVEN WILDFIRES &
OUTDATED MODELING:
BC Wildfire Service models fail to predict
convective fire behavior.

THE INSTITUTIONAL OVERSIGHT DEFICIT:
Regulatory bodies fail to keep pace. Private
addiction treatment in “wild west” environment.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT & RECOMMENDATIONS

MEDIUM TERM (1-6 MONTHS):  RECOMMENDATIONS & MITIGATIONS:
 G7 diesel release o Establish National Regulatory Body
monitoring. for Addiction Treatment.
e Farmers face capital o Diversify Supply Chains.
crunch in June. « Update Wildfire Protocols.
o Accelerate Pilot Vetting.

SHORT TERM (1-4 WEEKS):

 Quebec election results
dictate federal-provincial
tone.

 Heightened unrest in India.
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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic instability and economic fragility
dominate the strategic landscape as of
October 3, 2026. Internally, Canada is
grappling with an existential threat to its
federal structure, with leaked documents
revealing the federal government is bracing
for a potential Alberta separation that could
incur an $18 billion fiscal shock and trigger a
massive corporate exodus. This coincides with
a provincial election in Quebec where a
resurgent separatist party leads in the polls,
albeit while navigating public anxiety over
regional stability in the face of a volatile U.S.
administration. The convergence of these
movements suggests a weakening of the
federal mandate and a pivot toward
regionalism driven by perceived economic
neglect from Ottawa.

The economic environment is characterized
by a "mortgage prison" affecting nearly one in
ten Toronto homeowners and a surge in

personal insolvencies reaching near-historic
highs last seen during the 2008 financial
crisis. High costs of living, particularly in food
and energy, are being exacerbated by an
ongoing trade war with the United States and
global energy disruptions linked to the
conflict with Iran. The G7's emergency
coordination of diesel releases underscores
the severity of supply chain vulnerabilities,
primarily aimed at neutralizing threats from
the U.S. administration to ban diesel exports,
which would have catastrophic global
implications.

Security and institutional failures are further
highlighted by a harrowing cockpit attack on
a Fly Dubai flight, now being investigated as a
terrorist incident, and the exposure of a
largely private
treatment industry in Canada that is costing
lives. These developments point to a systemic
degradation of regulatory oversight and
public safety mechanisms, occurring at a time
when climate-driven wildfires are outstripping
the predictive capabilities of outdated fire
modeling tools, leaving critical infrastructure
and populations increasingly exposed.

unregulated addiction

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Alberta Separation Contingency
Planning: Federal documents reveal the
Finance Department is modeling the
impacts of an Alberta exit, projecting a 15
percent hit to Canadian exports and the
potential loss of 263 major corporate
headquarters.

* Quebec Provincial Election Volatility:
The Parti Québécois (PQ) is poised for a
potential victory, leveraging a desire for
change while delaying independence

referendums due to geopolitical uncertainty

surrounding the U.S. presidency.
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* Fly Dubai Cockpit Attack: A commercial
flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv narrowly
avoided disaster after a co-pilot allegedly
stabbed the captain; the incident is now
being treated as a terrorist attempt by UAE
authorities.

* G7 Strategic Diesel Intervention:
Member nations have agreed to front-load
diesel releases to stabilize markets and
prevent a U.S. export ban threatened by the
Trump administration.

Missing Air Ambulance Jet: A search is
underway off Nantucket for a Hamilton-
based jet carrying six people, including four
Canadians, after it vanished en route from
Bermuda to Boston.

* Ukraine Child Abduction Investigation:
International human rights groups and the
ICC are intensifying focus on Russia’s
systematic abduction and indoctrination of
over 20,000 Ukrainian children.

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization Russia
continues to target Ukrainian infrastructure,
while the indoctrination of abducted children
indicates a long-term strategy of militarizing
Ukrainian youth to serve in the Russian army:.
Concurrently, the conflict with Iran is actively
disrupting global shipping and energy

markets, forcing tahini and chickpea price
spikes due to blocked supply channels.

Leadership Dynamics & Governance The
Canadian federal government is attempting to
project unity by designating the Pacific Link
pipeline as a project of national interest, a
move seen as a strategic olive branch to
Alberta energy interests. However, domestic
skepticism remains high, with ranchers

expressing longstanding frustration with

Ottawa's environmental and equalization
policies.

Macroeconomics & Trade The U.S.-Canada
trade war is causing localized economic
devastation, notably in the BC wine industry
where a ban on alcohol imports and
retaliatory tariffs on glass and equipment are
crushing small producers. Meanwhile,
Ontario's minimum wage hike to $17.95 is
criticized for failing to meet the living wage
requirement of over $27.

Critical Infrastructure Security The
disappearance of the air ambulance jet and
the Fly Dubai security breach highlight
vulnerabilities in aviation safety and vetting
processes for flight crews with extremist
views.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Institutional Oversight Deficit A
recurring theme is the failure of regulatory
bodies to keep pace with industry and
environmental changes. The private addiction
treatment sector is operating in a "wild west"
environment where facilities like Nomina and
Muskoka Recovery exploit vulnerable patients
without medical oversight. Similarly, the BC
Wildfire Service relies on 30-year-old data
models that fail to predict "convective" fire
behavior, leading to inadequate evacuation
windows for towns like Summerland.

Weaponization of Demographics The
reportage across multiple continents reveals a
trend of state-sponsored demographic
manipulation. In Russia, the unlawful transfer
of children aims to erase Ukrainian identity. In
India, the "Cockroach Movement" has
emerged to protest the removal of 130 million
names from voter rolls, which critics claim
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targets religious minorities and opposition
supporters to ensure the ruling party's
dominance.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Canadian Federalism Under Strain Canada
is facing its most significant internal crisis in
decades. Leaked Finance Canada documents
suggest a looming brain drain and an $18
billion fiscal hole if Alberta separates. The
designation of the Pacific Link pipeline as a
Project of National Interest is an attempt to
mitigate  this, but consultations with
Indigenous groups remain a major legal
hurdle.

Social Order and Extortion Public safety in
BC is being undermined by a violent extortion
crisis targeting South Asian businesses. The
arrest of five foreign nationals for arson and
shootings provides temporary relief, but the
persistence of gang-linked threats suggests

deep-seated societal anxiety.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

U.S. Antagonism and Trade
Weaponization The international system is
increasingly framed as a "hostile threat
matrix" dominated by U.S. economic
statecraft. The U.S. trade war is forcing
Canada to revitalize its domestic
manufacturing, such as the rail car production
in La Pocatiére, to circumvent strict American
content requirements. Maine's Senate race is

highlighted as a critical pivot point for the

future of North American trade relations.

Global Resilience Efforts Canada is
attempting to project leadership through
humanitarian diplomacy, hosting international

conferences on r riatin krainian
children and committing $7 million to the
effort. This contrasts with the defensive
posture taken regarding U.S. energy threats.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Market sentiment is increasingly bearish as
households exhaust savings and
capacity. Inflation in basic goods is vastly
outstripping general CPI measures, with beef
prices rising 63 percent over five years. Retail
competition is stifled by property controls
used by major grocers like Sobeys to block
competitors, while international players like
Target have historically failed to penetrate the

minan

credit

rmark ligarchy.

* Insolvency Spike: Consumer proposals
and bankruptcies have almost doubled in
six years, with Ontario seeing a 27%
increase in filings.

* Energy Costs: Church and non-profit
organizations are seeing 40% increases in
heating oil costs, threatening community
services.

* Agriculture Risk: Farmers are "holding
tight" on equipment purchases due to high
fuel prices, which are expected to ripple
into grocery shelf prices by June.

* Mortgage Delinquency Risk: The Bank of
Canada warns that 10% of Toronto
homeowners have wiped out their wiggle
room due to falling property values and
high interest rates.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a mix of humanitarian
recognition and strategic positioning of
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experts to manage emerging risks in Al and
public service.

* Leticia James: The New York Attorney
General has been appointed as special
prosecutor in the Cornell gang rape case,
signaling a high-level focus on institutional
failures in campus policing.

* Michael J. Fox: Awarded the top honor as
a Companion of the Order of Canada for his
Parkinson's advocacy, which has raised $3
billion for research.

* Joshua Benjio and Patrick Pechett:
Appointed to the National Council on
Artificial Intelligence to guide government
strategy and manage technological risks.

* Joshua Kutrick: The Canadian astronaut
has successfully reached orbit en route to
the International Space Station, projecting
Canadian technological presence in space.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network’s lead focus is on the domestic
cost-of-living political
fragmentation (Alberta/Quebec). Significant
airtime is dedicated to institutional failures,
specifically in the addiction treatment
industry and wildfire modeling, creating an
emotional tone of concern and skepticism
toward government efficacy. The Fly Dubai
hijacking attempt was treated with high
urgency, emphasizing the "hero" narrative of
the captain to balance the terrifying nature of
the security breach. Buried stories include
the specific details of the U.S.-Iran conflict,
which is mostly referenced through its impact
on tahini and gas prices rather than a deep
dive into the military situation itself. A
conspicuous omission is any detailed
discussion of the impact of climate change on
the Atlantic search for the missing air

crisis and

ambulance jet, focusing instead on the
mechanical flight path.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The subtext of the day's news frames the
world as a place where traditional alliances
are under assault by populist economics and
authoritarian aggression.

COUNTRIES

* United States: Portrayed as a volatile
neighbor whose "unilateral" trade policies
and threatened export bans are actively
harming Canadian businesses. Americans
are described by some Maine voters as
having a "selfish presi

* Russia: Framed as a criminal state
engaged in a "campaign to steal Ukrainian
children" and systematically destroying
infrastructure to "tear Kyiv apart."

* India: Depicted as a democracy in crisis,
where "millions are being stripped of their
right to vote" due to political interference
in the election commission.

* United Arab Emirates: Framed as a
cooperative but vulnerable hub, currently
investigating how a weapon was brought
aboard an despite  vetting
processes.

aircraft

LEADERS

* Vladimir Putin: Portrayed as a war
criminal who "provided evidence against
himself" by bragging about child
abductions on video.
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e Paul St-Pierre Plamondon (PSPP):
Framed as a "staunch separatist" who is
intelligently but intensely leading a
resurgence in Quebec, using Trump as a
strategic excuse to delay a referendum.

* Mark Carney: Implicitly framed as the
federal stabilizing force, making the case

for a united Canada against separatist
sentiments.

* Donald Trump: Portrayed as a disruptive

force whose threats to ban diesel exports

forced a G7-wide emergency response.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Russian Indoctrination: Ukrainian
children in occupied territories are
subjected to heavy indoctrination, forced to
sing the Russian anthem, and told they
have "lived all their lives in Russia" to erase
their national identity.

* Narrative Seeding in Alberta: The
federal government is crunching numbers
on separation to seed a narrative of

disaster, while the Alberta

government uses the "Pacific Link" pipeline
to demonstrate that cooperative federalism
can work.

economic

* Corporate
The private
"splashy videos" and "celebrity sobriety
coaches" to mask a lack of clinical
standards and medical staff.

Reputation Management:

addiction industry uses

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

e Constitutional Crisis: If the PQ wins in
Quebec and the Alberta referendum results
in a strong mandate for constitutional
change, Canada will enter a period of
structural instability that could lead to a
fiscal shock beyond the $18 billion
projected.

* Aviation Security Overhaul: The Fly
Dubai incident will likely lead to a global
review of crash axes in cockpits and
stricter vetting for pilots from non-
diplomatic nations.

Regulatory Crackdown on Health
Services: Exposure of deaths in private
treatment centers will force provincial
governments to end the "wild west" era and
implement mandatory certification for
addiction counselors.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect heightened
social unrest in India as nationwide protests
continue against the Election Commission. In
Canada, the results of the Quebec election on
Monday will immediately dictate the tone of
federal-provincial relations. The search for the
missing jet off Nantucket will remain a high-
priority diplomatic and rescue mission.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The front-
loaded G7 diesel release will be closely
watched to see if it successfully stabilizes
prices ahead of the U.S. midterms. Farmers
will face a capital crunch as high input costs
from the spring hit the market in June.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The Pacific Link
pipeline, if fast-tracked, will not be
operational until 2032, meaning Canada's
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energy export capacity remains constrained in
the interim. Structural changes to the non-

profit housing sector will be required to meet

the 20% housing stock goal, moving away
from a project-by-project funding model.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Canadian Federal Dissolution: Risk of
Alberta or Quebec formally initiating

separation  procedures. Triggers: A
successful PQ majority or an
"independence" win in the Alber

referendum. Likelihood: Moderate.

Impact: Catastrophic (GDP loss, corporate
exodus). Mitigations: Successful fast-
tracking of national interest infrastructure
like pipelines.

* Global Energy Supply Collapse: Risk of a
complete ban on U.S. diesel exports.
Triggers: Escalation of the war with Iran
or U.S. domestic political maneuvering.
Likelihood: Low (due to G7 intervention).
Impact: High (Global supply chain
paralysis). Mitigations: G7 strategic
reserve releases.

* Domestic Insolvency Contagion: Risk of
a wave of defaults in the Toronto real estate
market. Triggers: Persistent high interest
rates coupled with declining property
values. Likelihood: High. Impact: High
(Banking sector stress, loss of consumer
spending). Mitigations: Debt consolidation

and consumer proposals.

Aviation Terrorism Success: Risk of a
pilot successfully crashing a commercial
aircraft. Triggers: Failures in pilot vetting
and cockpit weapon accessibility.
Likelihood: Low. Impact: High.
Mitigations: Review of cockpit tools (axes)
and international background checks.

* Climate Data Gap Failure: Risk of
massive loss of life in wildfires due to poor
modeling. Triggers: Extreme drought
coupled with outdated prediction software.
Likelihood: High. Impact: Moderate to
High. Mitigations: Immediate investment
in convective fire modeling data.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* Missing Air Ambulance Cargo: While the
number of passengers is known, the
transcripts do not mention if the jet was
carrying medical isotopes or sensitive
equipment that could pose a secondary risk
if lost at sea.

Iran Conflict Specifics: The "war against
Iran" is mentioned as a driver for tahini
shortages, but the scale of the conflict, the
combatants beyond the U.S., and the status
of the Strait of Hormuz are not detailed.

Identity of Fly Dubai Suspect: While
Omani authorities and Reuters name the
suspect as Hammam al-Hamami, his
specific extremist affiliations (e.g., ISIS, Al-
Qaeda) are not verified by official UAE
investigators.

* Indigenous Pipeline Consent: The
government admits consultations were not

prepared to support the Pacific Link fast-

tracking, yet the specific reasons for this
lack of support are not detailed.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

Pipeline as a Catalyst for Exit: While
Ottawa sees the Pacific Link as a way to keep
Alberta in Canada, a contrarian view suggests
that by fast-tracking the infrastructure, the
federal government is inadvertently building

the economic backbone for a future
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independent Alberta, reducing its reliance on
federal support for trade corridors.

The "Insolvency Stability" Paradox: The
high number of consumer proposals is framed
as a crisis, but it may actually be a sign of a
robust legal system that allows for debt
restructuring without the total asset
liquidation of traditional bankruptcy,
potentially preventing a 2008-style total
market collapse by keeping people in their

homes longer.

Black Swan Event: A successful cyberattack
on the facial recognition technology used by
Save Ukraine could be wused by Russian
intelligence to further hide abducted children
or feed false data to international
investigators, permanently severing
thousands of children from their families.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Establish an immediate national
regulatory body for addiction treatment to
prevent further negligent deaths and
restore public trust in the healthcare
system.

Prioritize domestic supply chain
resilience for critical fertilizers and fuels

to protect food security against U.S. trade
volatility.

Accelerate Indo-Pacific pilot vetting
standards in coordination with ICAO to

address the extremist pilot threat.

For Private Sector/Investors:

e Capital Allocation: Evaluate the risk of
headquarter relocation from Alberta and
Quebec, as leaked documents suggest this
is a high-probability event if separation
referendums proceed.

* Supply Chain: Small and medium
enterprises (SMEs) should diversify away
from U.S. imports for glass and machinery,

given the 25% retaliatory tariffs currently

impacting sectors like wine.

» Safety Standards: Industrial operators
should update wildfire response
protocols to account for convective fire
behavior that current models will fail to
detect.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity is focused on responding
to international war domestic
economic pressure, and environmental safety

gaps.

crimes,

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
o Pacific Link Fast-Iracking: A policy to

compress the national review process to
one year for the $40 billion pipeline.

o Ontario Minimum Wage Act: The
implementation of a 35-cent hike based
on CPI, currently under fire for not
reflecting real-world inflation.

o Manitoba Property Control Ban: A
precedent-setting law to stop grocers

from blocking competition through lease
agreements.

o New York "Consent" Reform: A
proposal by Governor Hochul to close

the wvoluntary intoxication loophole in

sexual assault cases.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o International Repatriation
Conference: Hosted by Anita Anand in
Toronto to secure the return of abducted
children.

o US Coast Guard Briefing: Updates on

the missing air ambulance jet search off
Nantucket.

o BC Extortion Task Force Presser:
Detailing the arrest of five foreign
nationals in a cross-country
investigation.

KEY STORIES

* Russian Child Abductions: Over 20,000
Ukrainian children taken to Russia for
military indoctrination; ICC arrest warrants
issued for Putin and Lvova-Belova.

* Fly Dubai Cockpit Attack: Captain Smith
Machar survives a stabbing by his co-pilot,
allowing passengers to intervene and land
the plane safely.

* Alberta Separation Documents:

Exclusive report on federal contingency
planning for a potential $18 billion

economic hit from Alberta leaving Canada.

* Missing Air Ambulance Jet: Intensive
search for a latitude jet with six on board
that dropped from 24,000 to 11,000 feet
before disappearing.

* Addiction Treatment Deaths: The Fifth
Estate investigates Nomina wellness and
Muskoka Recovery following patient deaths
and lack of regulation.

* BC Wildfire Data Lag: Firefighters warn
that 30-year-old modeling data is failing to

predict explosive convective fires.

e Quebec Election Blitz: Parti Québécois
leader PSPP promises a majority to pursue
independence, while CAQ support
collapses.

Indian Election Protests: The Cockroach
Movement demands the resignation of
India’s election chief over voter roll purges.

* G7 Strategic Diesel Release:
International coordination to release
millions of barrels of diesel to counter U.S.
export ban threats.

* Canadian Insolvency Crisis: Personal
filings hit two-decade highs as homeowners
enter "mortgage prisons" in major cities.

* Celine Dion Health Battle: The singer
reveals the raw reality of Stiff Person
Syndrome, including life-threatening
spasms and her road to recovery.

Cornell Gang Rape Probe: New York
brings in a special prosecutor after
allegations of a fraternity assault were
initially mishandled.

* BC Extortion Arrests: Five foreign
nationals arrested for violent extortion
targeting South Asian business owners in
BC and Ontario.

* Pacific Link Pipeline: Ottawa designates
a 40 billion dollar West Coast pipeline as a
project of national interest.

Michael J. Fox Honor: The actor is named

a Companion of the Order of Canada for his

Parkinson's advocacy.

e Fat Bear Week Champion: Bear 89
Backpack is crowned the winner at Katmai
National Park.

* Train Manufacturing Renaissance: A
"buy Canadian" policy revitalizes a Quebec
rail plant with $4.7 billion in via rail
contracts.
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* HPV and Cancer Study: Research
indicates one in eight cancers are caused
by infections, emphasizing the need for

higher HPV vaccination rates.

e Tennessee Execution Botch: Christa Pike
left in critical condition after a "torturous"
attempted lethal injection.

e Maine Senate Race: Susan Collins faces a
tight race as U.S. tariffs on lobster and
blueberries frustrate Maine voters.

* RSV Vaccine Expansion: New Brunswick
provides free RSV shots for seniors over 60
and high-risk infants.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television

news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalevleetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

ia- - -bri . You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https://
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