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DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

Domestic coverage on October 5, 2026, was
dominated by a carefully curated narrative of
national progress, historical reverence, and
technological self-reliance. While the nation
celebrated the National Day holiday, state
media emphasized the "Six Nets"
infrastructure strategy—a holistic approach to
water, energy, computing, and logistics—as
the backbone of China's transition to 15th
Five-Year Plan objectives. This narrative of
internal stability was reinforced by reports on
rural revitalization and the successful legacy
of the T.ong March, framing modern
governance as a direct continuation of
revolutionary values.

Externally, the broadcast environment shifted
to a more skeptical and cautionary tone,
highlighting significant instability in the
international system. Major focus was placed

on the decisive dismantling of transnational

criminal syndicates in Northern Mpyanmar,
signaling a projection of Chinese judicial
reach and sovereign protection.
Simultaneously, the news cycle captured a
world in flux, ranging from the polarized
presidential elections in Brazil to a sharp
military escalation in Yemen and a harrowing
attempted suicide-hijacking on a Dubai-to-
Israel flight. The contrast was stark: China
presented as a paragon of "real work" and
orderly development against a global
backdrop of electoral uncertainty, asymmetric
threats, and regional warfare.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

* Systemic Eradication of Myanmar Scam
Families: Chinese authorities reported the
execution of primary suspects from the Bai
and Ming crime families in Northern
Myanmar. This marks the culmination of a
massive cross-border operation to
dismantle "scam zones" that utilized private
militias to  protect telecom  fraud
operations. The state emphasized that
judicial jurisdiction belongs to China, as the

crimes targeted Chinese citizens.

* Strategic Offensive in Yemen ("Yemen
Dawn"): The Yemen government officially
launched a large-scale military operation to
recapture strategic territories from Houthi
forces, specifically targeting the Bab-el-
Mandeb Strait. Reports indicate intense
fighting around the port of Mocha, with
conflicting claims of control over vital
maritime chokepoints.
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* China’s "Six Nets" Infrastructure Pivot: Critical Infrastructure Security
The central government has prioritized the

interconnected development of six critical * The security of the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait is
infrastructure networks: water, new power currently under threat due to the Yemeni
grids, computing power, next-generation offensive, with major implications for global
communications (5G-A/6G), underground energy and trade routes.

pipe networks, and logistics. This synergy e China’s national computing power network
is intended to multiply economic efficiency reached a milestone with the core nodes of
rather than simply adding individual the National Supercomputing Internet
facilities. going online, providing 100,000 "cards" of

 Brazil Presidential Runoff Confirmed: computing power for Al training.

First-round results for the 2026 Brazil

election show Flavi Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

incumbent President Lula da Silva, but . China has implemented its Ecological
failing to secure the 50% majority needed. Environment Code, effective August 15

A second-round runoff is scheduled for 2026, which codifies public responsibilities
October 25, amid accusations of foreign for protecting wetlands and migratory
interference from the United States. birds, such as those at the Tiaozini
Iranian Missile Range Expansion: In Wetland.

response to US and Israeli military
posturing, the Iranian military has decided

* A dispute over judicial sovereignty emerged

as Myanmar forces sought to try scam
to increase its missile range beyond 1,000 leaders domestically, but China insisted on
kilometers. This move is explicitly framed its legal right to try and execute the heads

as a lesson learned from recent conilicts, of the Northern Myanmar criminal families.
intended to reach US naval assets stationed

further from the coast. Macroeconomics & Trade

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS e China’s I?ulk .commodity price inde)? rose to
137.6 points in September, a 4.1% increase

month-on-month, signaling a recovery in
manufacturing demand.

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e The conflict in Yemen has escalated into a e Consumer activity during the National Day
wider phaSQ, with a Saudi-led coalition ho]lday was boosted by a "trade-in"
launching over 100 air strikes in 24 hours program, driving 19.63 billion RMB in sales
against Houthi targets to support the across automotive and home appliance
"“Yemen Dawn" offensive. sectors.

* Russian forces targeted infrastructure in

Kiev, specifically the North Bridge across
the Dnieper, in an attempt to disrupt city
logistics and force evacuations.
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DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Integration of
Tradition

Modernity and

* China is aggressively marketing a brand of
"Modernized Tradition." Reports on hand-
made noodles in Sichuan and Anhui’s
ancient villages are no longer just cultural
features but are presented as successful
economic models where ‘"intangible
heritage" drives mass tourism and rural
wealth.  This  "culture-as-consumption"
model is a key pillar of rural revitalization.

* The 90th anniversary of the Long March

victory is being used to legitimize current
development projects, suggesting that
modern bridge-building and 5G deployment

are the "New Long March" for the current
generation.

Maritime and Air Security Vulnerabilities

* A significant trend in asymmetric threats
appeared with the Dubai Air incident,
where an Omani co-pilot attempted to fly a
passenger plane into Tel Aviv. Analysts
noted that current aviation security is
designed for external intruders (9/11 style)
but is unprepared for pilot-led attacks. This
suggests a pending global shift toward
more rigorous internal psychiatric and
background vetting for flight crews.

» The B-1 bomber withdrawal from the UK to
the US mainland due to "terrorist threats"
indicates a heightened threat environment
even for high-end military assets in
traditionally secure Western bases.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

China: Managed Consumption and

Infrastructure Pride

The internal narrative remains focused on
stability and the success of "Golden Week."
The state is successfully managing public
sentiment by highlighting orderly return
travel and high consumption levels. However,
minor administrative issues like fraudulent
low-price airline tickets and restaurant
"hidden fees" suggest a government that is
increasingly looking to micro-manage the
"fairness" of the consumption environment to
prevent middle-class dissatisfaction.

Japan: Civil Dissent Against Militarization

Japan is experiencing significant domestic
friction. Protests broke out around the Diet
building on October b5, with
expressing "terror" regarding the Takaichi
administration’s drive to amend the
constitution and deploy missiles to Okinawa.
This suggests a growing rift between the
nationalist leadership and a pacifist-leaning
public, framing Japan as internally divi on
its regional security role.

citizens

Brazil: Electoral Polarization

The razor-thin margin between Flavio
Bolsonaro (47%) and Lula in the first round
confirms a deeply polarized state. Accusations
of US government funding (approx. $1
million) to local civilian groups to oppose the
judiciary further inflame the narrative of
foreign interference, potentially setting the
stage for a contested runoff result on October

25.
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EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

The state media portrays the international
system as increasingly anarchic and
dominated by unilateral US actions, which
China must defensively counter through its
own reach. In the Middle East, the US is
framed as reacting defensively (withdrawing
bombers, rotating carriers) while Iran and
regional groups take more assertive stances.
China, conversely, projects power as a '"law
and order" actor, specifically in Southeast
Asia. The unprecedented execution of foreign
crime family heads in Myanmar is a powerful
signal of China’s ability to impose its domestic
laws on foreign soil when its citizens are
harmed, contrasting with the "chaos" it
portrays in Western-led security
arrangements.

In the polar regions, the conclusion of the
16th Arctic Expedition underscores China’s
commitment to scientific and resource
presence, moving toward 90% localization of
Arctic equipment to eliminate dependence on
foreign technology. This suggests a global
posture of strategic autonomy, where China
secures its interests (from Myanmar scam
centers to the Arctic floor) through a mix of
judicial reach and high-tech sovereignty.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized

by a ‘'"rebound" sentiment driven by
government-led stimulus and holiday
consumption, despite global commodity

pressures. The 15th Five-Year Plan "Six Nets"

strategy is being presented as the primary
driver for future capital allocation.

* Commodity Price Index: September’s
index hit 137.6 points, up 4.1% month-on-
month. Energy and metals (methanol,
ethylene, coke) led the rise, though iron ore
and non-ferrous metals also saw significant
price increases.

* Consumption Stimulus: The trade-in
program for cars and appliances mobilized
19.63 billion RMB, with 1.51 million home
appliances and 46,000 vehicles replaced
during the holiday period.

* Global Trade Logistics: Shenzhen’s
Yantian Port set a new record, completing
over 28,684 TEUs in a single vessel
operation, highlighting the
resilience of China's export machine
despite regional instability.

continued

* Euro Weakness: The Euro hit a low of
1.1161 D, its lowest since May 2025,
driven by political uncertainty in France
and growing fiscal risks in the Eurozone.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Leadership movements on this day indicate a
purge of criminal elements in Southeast Asia
and rising political polarization in democratic
nations.

* The Bai and Ming Families (Myanmar):
The primary leaders of these groups were
executed after trial, signifying the total
destruction of their "state-within-a-state"
power structures in Kokang.

* Sanae Takaichi (Japan): Facing intense
domestic protests after taking office, with
citizens demanding her resignation due to
her "military-first" policies and
constitutional change efforts.
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* Flavio Bolsonaro (Brazil): Emerges as
the frontrunner in the presidential race
(47% vote), representing a likely shift back
toward right-wing populism in South
America’s largest economy.

* Pedro Sanchez (Spain): Declared an early
general election for November 29, 2026,

after his housing laws were rejected by the
Diet, signaling a crisis in his
administration's mandate.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

CCTV's editorial hierarchy prioritized national
achievement and holiday harmony as the
"lead" narrative, while relegating the "chaos"
of the outside world to specific international
blocks. The lead stories were consistently
the National Day consumption, the "Six Nets"
infrastructureid &, and the anniversary of the
Long March. These stories were presented
with a tone of nationalistic pride and
reassurance.

Critical global events like the escalation in
Yemen and the D i plan k were
covered with factual density but skeptical
framing, often focusing on US/Western
security failures or foreign interference in
places like Brazil. A notable buried story was
the actual number of casualties in the Yemen
offensive, which was glossed over in favor of
strategic  map
Omissions include any detail on the "1020
incident" in Myanmar scam centers beyond it
being a "red line," likely omitting the sensitive
details of how many Chinese citizens or
officials were actually killed to avoid public
outcry for even more aggressive military
intervention.

analysis. = Conspicuous

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The world is framed as a struggle between
stable, meritocratic development (China) and
volatile, interventionist, or criminal entities
(US, Houthis, Myanmar families).

COUNTRIES

* China: Portrayed as competent, stable,
and principled. The government is seen as
the "guardian" of both historical legacy and
future tech. "The people are the mountains
and rivers" quote emphasizes the populist-
authoritarian bond.

* United States: Characterized as
interfering and weakening. Framed as a
destabilizing force in Brazil’s elections via

covert funding and forced into military
retreat in Europe due to terror threats.

* Iran: Portrayed as defensive but potent.
Framed as a "principled" actor willing to

talk but ready to strike with upgraded

missiles if provoked.

e Japan: Characterized as chaotic and
dangerous. The leadership is described by
its own citizens as ‘"shameful" and
"forward-leaning toward war" in the Diet

protests.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Northern Myanmar Scam Groups:
Portrayed as corrupt and animalistic.
Described as "wolves eating meat" by their
own leaders who showed no regard for
human life.

* Houthi Armed Forces: Framed as
disruptive but militarily effective, holding
the world's maritime arteries hostage.
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* Huawei/Xiaomi/Mate 90: Implicitly
framed as symbols of national resilience
and the successful circumvention of
Wi rn tech sanctions.

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

* Narrative Seeding: The broadcast is

seeding a new domestic governance
concept: "Six Nets Coordinated
Development." By framing individual

projects (like a new sluice at Gezhouba) as
part of a "Computing-Logistics-Water-
Power" mega-network, the state is creating
a sense of inevitable progress and scientific
management that justifies continued high
state spending.

Psychological Operations (Myanmar):
The focus on the execution of the Bai/Ming
families is a clear psy-op aimed at both the
Chinese domestic public (showing the state
can protect them anywhere) and other
regional criminal groups (demonstrating
that there is no safe haven from Chinese
justice).

Propaganda/Censorship: The "Clean-up"
of fak rsonaliti n short wvi
platforms indicates a state drive to control
the "digital soul" of the nation, removing
Al-generated influencers or those
fabricating conflict storylines to maintain a
"harmonious" online environment.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* Middle East Maritime Crisis: If the
Yemen government fails to quickly secure
the Bab-el-Mandeb, the Houthis may
escalate their maritime blockade, forcing a
global re-routing of trade that will spike
energy costs by winter 2026.

Aviation Security Overhaul: The Hamami
incident will likely lead to the mandatory
installation of Al-monitored "pilot-
behavioral analysis" systems in cockpits
globally, with China leading the hardware
export for these systems.

Brazil Post-Election Unrest: Given the
accusations of US interference and the high
polarity, a Bolsonaro victory on Oct 25
could lead to a diplomatic rift with the US
and a pivot toward closer BRICS alignment
under the new administration.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): High risk of
maritime inciden in the Bab-el-Mandeb
Strait as Houthi forces fight for survival.
Expected surrender of remaining scam
leaders in Myanmar as the domino effect of
the Ming family’s collapse continues.
Immediate return travel congestion
management in China.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): Formalization
of the "Six Nets" budget in China’s 15th Five-
Year Plan. Potential Eurozone fiscal crisis if
French political gridlock persists into the
2027 election cycle. Iran may conduct a
missile test to prove its new 2000km+ range
capacity.

Long Term (1-5 Years): China achieves

technological sovereignty in Arctic and deep-
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sea exploration equipment. Structural decline
of US influence in Middle Eastern security as
regional powers (Iran/Saudi/Turkey) broker
their own local coalitions.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current risk landscape is dominated by
maritime chokepoints and asymmetric "lone
wolf" actors in critical infrastructure.

Global Maritime Choke-hold: The battle
for the Bab-el-Mandeb could close the Red
Sea. Triggers: Houthi use of advanced
anti-ship missiles against the "Yemen
Dawn" offensive. Likelihood: High.
Impact: Severe global supply chain
disruption. = Mitigations: International
naval escort ceasefire
negotiations via Oman/China.

expansion or

Aviation Suicide-Hijacking
Proliferation: The "Pilot-as-Weapon"
model. Triggers: Radicalization of flight
crews in regions with high political tension.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: High (loss

of life, collapse of air travel trust).
Mitigations: Implementation of two-
person cockpit rules and Al cabin
monitoring.

Regional War in Middle East: Expansion
of Iran’s missile range to 2,000km changes
the deterrence math. Triggers: Direct
Israeli strike on Iranian soil or nuclear

facilities. Likelihood: Medium-High.
Impact: Catastrophic regional war
Mitigations: Success of Iran's "7-Day

Plan" for diplomatic de-escalation.

e Internal

Unrest in Japan: Anti-
militarization protests could paralyze the
Takaichi government. Triggers: Legal
changes to the pacifist constitution.
Likelihood: Medium. Impact: Political
instability in a key US ally. Mitigations:
Government rollback of specific
constitutional amendments.

Cyber-Infrastructure Failure: Reliance
on the "Six Nets" centralized
supercomputing makes China a high-value
target. Triggers: State-sponsored cyber-
attack on the national computing grid.
Likelihood: Low-Medium. Impact: Total
domestic logistical collapse. Mitigations:
Decentralized backup nodes and 6G-based
encryption.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts do not explain the actual

survival rates of victims in the Myanmar
"underground dungeons," focusing only on
the "decisive strike" rather than the
ongoing humanitarian crisis of the
thousands still missing.

There is no mention of Chinese military
advisors or in the Yemen
offensive, despite the high-resolution
satellite/intelligence data provided in the
Global Watch segments.

hardware

The economic cost of the "Six Nets" is
missing; while it’s touted as a benefit, the
fiscal strain of such a massive build-out in a
high-commodity-price  environment (up
4.1%) is ignored.

The Omani government’s reaction to
their citizen attempting to hijack a plane
into Israel is absent, leaving a vacuum in
the diplomatic narrative of the incident.
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CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE * Diplomatic: Use the "Myanmar Model" of
SCENARIOS judicial projection as a blueprint for
other Belt and Road partners where
Chinese assets are threatened by local
criminal militias.

e The Infrastructure Cover-up: The "Six
Nets" is not a forward-looking strategy but
a desperate "jobs program" to absorb
excess industrial capacity and hide a

slowing private sector, using National - Supply Chain: Diversify away from the
Day consumption data to mask systemic Bab-el-Mandeb chokepoint immediately;

For Private Sector/Investors:

youth unemployment issues mentioned consider rail-based China-Europe

briefly in ads. alternatives as the Yemen conflict enters a
* The Yemen Trap: The "Yemen Dawn" high-intensity phase.

offensive is a deliberate Houthi R

Regulatory: Tech firms must comply with
the new "Clean Short Video" regulations or
risk immediate de-platforming, as the state
moves to eliminate "fake personas" and Al-
generated misinformation.

withdrawal into the mountains to draw
government and Saudi forces into a
protracted, resource-draining urban war,
while the Houthis focus on asymmetric sea-
mining that the "100-plane coalition"
cannot bomb away.

* Black Swan - The Satellite War:
Medvedev's warning of a comprehensive
space war is realized when a "Starlink-
like" Russian system is destroyed by
Ukraine/US, leading to a cascade of orbital
debris that blinds global GPS and
communication for weeks.

* Opportunity: Direct capital toward firms

integrated into the "Computing and New

Grid" nets, as these will receive the lion's
share of 15th Five-Year Plan fiscal stimulus.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

Legislative activity focused on codifying
environmental protections and managing the
"digital space," while foreign legislative

RECOMMENDATIONS & failures triggered electoral crises.
IMPLICATIONS
* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:
For Statecraft/Public Sector: o China Ecological Environment Code:
Codifies strict distance requirements for
* Security: Increase focus on ‘“internal bird watching and scientific research to
threats" (vetting) for critical operators prevent ecosystem disturbance.

(pilots, grid admins) rather than just
external border defense following the
Dubai Air incident.

* Economic: Leverage the bulk commodity
rise to accelerate domestic strategic
mineral stockpiling before winter energy
peaks.

o Spanish Housing Decree: Rejected by
parliament, leading to the dissolution of
the Diet and early elections.

o Japanese National Security Strategy:

Revisions to allow counter-strike
capabilities triggered mass civilian
protests.
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* HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Ministry of Public Security Presser:
Detailed the destruction of Myanmar
scam families and reaffirmed China's
global judicial reach.

o Yemen President Al-Alimi TV
Address: Announced the official start of

the "Yemen Dawn" operation from
Riyadh.

KEY STORIES

* Myanmar Crime Family Fall: Execution
of Bai Suocheng and Ming Xuechang for
telecom fraud and the "1020" massacre.
Reports detailed the "dungeons" of
Crouching Tiger Mountain Villa and the use
of private armies to protect 265 scam sites
with 60,000 employees.

Dubai Air Suicide Attempt: Omani co-
pilot Hamami stabbed the captain of flight
FZ1073 and attempted to crash the plane
into Tel Aviv; passengers intervened, and
the plane landed in Saudi Arabia.

Operation "Yemen Dawn": Yemeni
government forces capture strategqic

heights in Taiz and move toward the Bab-el-
Mandeb, claiming control over the Strait.

The Six Nets Strategy: A comprehensive
nationaldl= into China's unified
infrastructure, emphasizing 5G-A _in ports,
smart water grids, and "East Data West
Calculation" hubs in Zhongwei.

Brazil Election Results: Flavio Bolsonaro
(47%) vs. Lula da Silva in upcoming runoff
amid claims of US meddling.

September Economic Data: Bulk
commodity price index rose 4.1% to 137.6;
trade-in consumption hit 196 billion RMB.

Iranian Missile Pivot: Military orders an
increase in range for the Khorramshahr-4

and Kheibar-Shekan missiles to reach
1,000km+ to counter US carriers.

Long March 90th Anniversary:
Commemorative segments on the "Half a
Quilt" story and modern rural

transformation in Shazhou Village.

Arctic Expedition Completion: Xue Long
1 and 2 return to Shanghai after a 3-month
mission with 90% localized high-tech
equipment.

* Japan Diet Protests: Citizens surround

the Diet to
administration's
constitutional change.

protest the Takaichi
militarization and

Russian Strike on Kiev: Use of UAVs to
strike the North Bridge and warning to the
US regarding satellite communication
interference.

Dubai Co-pilot Extremist Links:
Investigation reveals Hamami browsed
extremist sites while studying in Australia,
raising questions about hiring vetting.

AG600 Firefighting Drills: China's large
amphibious aircraft completed 4 months of
forest fire protection drills with 390 tons of
water dropped.

Tarim Basin Deep Well: Successful 8,000-
meter core extraction from rocks 500
million years old to assess deep-layer oil
reserves.

Spanish Election Call: Prime Minister

Sanchez calls early elections for Nov 29

after legislative defeat.

National Supercomputing Internet:
Core nodes go online to support 10-trillion-
parameter Al models.

Yantian Port Record: Single-vessel
container handling record broken with
28,684 TEUs.
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* Hebei Village Tourism: Handan launches
rural micro-vacation centers in modified
ancient residences.

* OPEC Production Freeze: OPEC+
maintains current output levels for

November despite regional war pressures.

* UN Accessibility Resolution: China leads
a 47-nation resolution on accessibility for
human rights in Geneva.

e US B-1 Bomber Withdrawal: Aircraft
moved from UK to US due to specific terror
threats at Fairford base.

» Starship/Satellite War Warning:
Medvedev warns that US blocking Russian
satellites will lead to "full-scale space war."

* Drunk Driving with AI Assist: Court
warns that using H#HBNEH (assi rivin
while drunk is still a crime and dangerous
driving.

* Measles Emergency in New York:
Governor declares disaster emergency
after 108 cases are reported.

* Nigeria Military Plane Crash: All 32
people killed when a transport plane
crashed into a river in Ondo State.

* Pandas Blood¥% and Qianjin: Celebrated
birthdays in Shanghai with specialized fruit
cakes for tourism promotion.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching

trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact
kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or
subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit
h ://bl ltproj r
new-daily-todays-trends-on-capitol-hill-todays-
media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can
also learn more about the GDELT Project at
https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
rchive.or ils/tv.
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