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PAKISTAN IN CRISIS:

A MULTIDIMENSIONAL INFLECTION POINT

Domestic Standoff, Regional Commitments, and Economic Stress Converge

POLITICAL COLLAPSE
& ‘LONG MARCH’

o

Govt-PTl talks fail over NAP

ownership. PTl ‘Long March’ moves
from KP to Islamabad. Federal threat

of Governor’s Rule/Emergency.

DOMESTIC CONFLICT &

GOVERNANCE BREAKDOWN

Negotiation Failure
& Escalation

o

KP CM refuses federal
counter-terror ownership.
PTI leaders threaten resignation.
‘Charge sheet’ against KP govt.

Internal Dynamics &
Instability

"R A
TERRORISM
& UNREST
Federal-Provincial Divide.
Police & Military casualties.

Breakdown in public order
(Karachi, Rural Punjab).

Securitization of Opposition

Framing political dissent as
national security threat (‘Fitna
al-Khawarij'). Legal ground for

KP assembly dissolution.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

REGIONAL MILITARY
PACT

=3\

Formalized ‘Mecca Defense
Alliance’.
Commitment to deploy forces
for collective defense.

STRATEGIC REALIGNMENT
& REGIONAL POSTURE

Mecca Defense Alliance
Formalized

e

Trilateral pact with Saudi &
Turkey. Lt. Gen. (R) appointed SG.
Projecting power for Gulf security.

Diplomatic High-Wire Act

UN SG visit legitimizes
‘bridge builder’ role.
Balancing Gulf pact with
Iran relations.

ICC & Taliban Dilemma

ICC ARREST

& WARRANTS

Warrants for Afghan Taliban
leaders complicate TTP

management and border
security.

ECONOMIC & DIPLOMATIC
PRESSURE

PETROLHIKE  “%ams®
Petrol price increase.
IMF demands deregulation.
UN SG praises ‘bridge builder'
role amid ICC Taliban warrants.

ECONOMIC FRACTURE
& IMF SQUEEZE
1

Fiscal Tightening
& Inflation

Fo

Petrol hike. IMF conditions:
Deregulation (Sugar, Auto),
subsidy cuts.

High inflation impacts public.

Societal &
Environmental Stress

Climate damage (crops,
water shortage).
Public bearing economic brunt.
Terrorism's human cost.

Economic Environment
& Risks
D

hez =

Aggressive pursuit of foreign
investment (SGC).
Circular debt and energy
inflation remain critical.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS, FORESIGHT, & RISKS

KEY TRENDS

« Securitization of Political
Opposition.

« Strategic Dependency on Gulf.
 Economic Fracture & Populist

Pressures.

« Societal Polarization &
Institutional Decay.

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT
Short Term: Islamabad
Shutdown, Potential Arrests.

Medium Term: Military
Deployment to Saudi,
Saudi, Financial Package.

Long Term: Permanent

'Security Provider' Role for Gulf.

MAJOR RISKS & BLIND SPOTS

« Risks: Federal-Provincial
Armed Conflict.

« Regional War Involvement.

« Economic Default.

« Blind Spots: Legal Basis for
Deployment.

« Imran Khan's Health Status.

« China's Role Missing.
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PAKISTAN FACES A
MULTIDIMENSIONAL CRISIS AS
DOMESTIC POLITICAL
NEGOTIATIONS COLLAPSE AMIDST
ESCALATING REGIONAL SECURITY
COMMITMENTS AND A DEEPENING
STANDOFF BETWEEN FEDERAL
AND PROVINCIAL AUTHORITIES.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

The political landscape in Pakistan has
reached a critical inflection point following
the collapse of high-stakes negotiations
between the federal government and the
Pakistan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI) opposition. The
failure of these talks, ostensibly triggered by a
dispute over the "National Action Plan" and
counter-terrorism ownership, has cleared the
way for a PTI-led "Long March" that is
currently transiting through Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) toward Islamabad. Federal
authorities have issued a "charge sheet"
against the KP provincial government,
accusing it of facilitating terrorism rather
than combating it, and have signaled that the
imposition of Governor’s Rule or a state of
emergency in the province is now a viable
policy option. This domestic instability is

being characterized by the administration as
"economic sabotage" designed to disrupt the
country's fragile recovery and international
standing during the visit of United Nations
Secretary-General Anténio Guterres.

Simultaneously, Pakistan has significantly
deepened its military commitment to Saudi
Arabia through the formalization of the
"Mecca Defense Alliance." In a trilateral
meeting involving Turkey, Pakistan committed
to providing "necessary military force and
capabilities" for rapid deployment to the
Kingdom to defend against regional threats,
specifically Houthi missile and maritime
attacks. This pivot toward a structured
regional defense bloc, coupled with the
appointment of a retired Pakistani Lieutenant
General as the alliance's Secretary General,
suggests a strategic alignment intended to
secure financial and energy lifelines from the
Gulf while projecting power as a regional
security guarantor. However, the domestic
cost is evident: the diversion of elite attention
and military focus to external theaters occurs
as internal security in KP and Balochistan
continues to deteriorate, with daily reports of
military and police casualties.

On the diplomatic front, the visit of UN
Secretary-General Guterres has provided a
temporary veneer of international legitimacy
for the administration. Guterres has lauded
Pakistan’s role as a "bridge builder" in
facilitating dialogue between the United
States and Iran, a rare foreign policy success
for Islamabad. Yet, this is contrasted by the
International Criminal Court (ICC) making
public arrest warrants for top Afghan Taliban
leaders for gender-based persecution, a
development that further complicates
Pakistan’s difficult relationship with the de
facto rulers in Kabul. Economically, the
population continues to bear the brunt of the
crisis, with a fresh hike in petrol prices



coinciding with IMF demands for further
deregulation and the elimination of subsidies
in the sugar and energy sectors, highlighting
the tightening constraints on the state's
populist maneuverability.

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Failure of Government-PTI Negotiations
and the "Long March" Escalation

Formalization of the

Negotiations collapsed after the
government demanded that the KP
provincial government take ownership of
military operations against militants, which
PTI negotiators refused, citing lack of
consultation.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Chief Minister
"Suhail Afridi" (Ali Amin Gandapur)
declared the protest a "T20 match" that will
be a long struggle, with participants
currently staged in Kohat.

The federal government is threatening
Governor's Rule or Emergency in KP, while
PTI leaders like Asad Qaiser threaten to
resign from all assemblies if the provincial
government is dismissed.

PTI Secretary General Salman Akram Raja
alleged that the government ultimatum for
an emergency in five districts of KP within
72 hours made consensus impossible.

"Mecca Defense

Alliance" (Saudi-Pakistan-Turkey)

An emergency meeting of the Strategic
Political and Defense Committee in Riyadh
concluded with an agreement to deploy
military forces to Saudi Arabia for

"collective defense."

e Lt. Gen. (R)

United
Guterres' Official Visit

e Guterres

Noman Mahmood was

appointed as the Secretary General of the

Mecca Defense Alliance for a three-year
term.

* Defense Minister Khawaja Asif confirmed

that while Saudi forces are the primary
combatants in Yemen, Pakistan and Turkey
are providing "every kind of help" and
support roles.

Nations Secretary-General

* Secretary-General Guterres and Deputy PM

Ishag Dar held a joint briefing where
Pakistan’s mediation efforts between the
US and Iran were formally recognized.

highlighted the "Islamabad
Memorandum of Understanding" (June 17)
as a pivotal role played by Pakistan in de-
escalating Gulf tensions.

e Discussions covered the Jammu & Kashmir

dispute, climate "loss and damage" funds,

and the impact of the 2022 catastrophic
floods.

ICC Arrest Warrants for Afghan Taliban
Leadership

* The ICC made public arrest warrants for

Hibatullah Akhundzada, Abdul Hakim
Haqgani, and others for crimes against
humanity based on gender and political
persecution.

* The warrants focus on the systematic

deprivation of fundamental rights for

women and girls in Afghanistan.

* Pakistan's internal debate acknowledges its

status as an observer but notes the lack of
enforcement mechanisms given the
Taliban’s refusal to recognize the court.
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Economic Stress and IMF Conditionalities Leadership Dynamics & Governance

* The government announced a petrol price * Federal Interior Minister Mohsin Naqvi
increase to 394.83 PKR per liter, while accused the KP CM of abandoning his office
diesel prices saw a slight decrease. for a month to lead "negative politics" and

e The IMF is reportedly demanding the protests.

removal of tax exemptions for the auto * President Zardari and PM Sharif met to

sector (EVs) and the deregulation of the discuss constitutional options for KB,
sugar sector as conditions for the next indicating a shift toward aggressive federal
tranche. intervention.

* LPG prices increased by 20 PKR per kilo, * Elite infighting within PTI is hinted at, with
leading to domestic market prices reaching calls for those unaligned with the "Khan
up to 470 PKR/kg. narrative" to step aside.

Climate & Extreme Weather
KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

* Widespread rain and hailstorm in KP and
Islamabad caused significant crop damage
(specifically tomatoes) and traffic
disruptions on the Pak-Afghan highway.

Armed Conflict & Militarization

e The Mecca Defense Alliance establishes a
collective defense commitment, merging

the security of Saudi Arabia with that of * A projected 22% water shortage for the
Pakistan and Turkey. upcoming season is expected to impact

agricultural yields.
* Yemeni government forces, supported by gricultiural y1

the Saudi coalition, claimed to have
regained control of the Bab-el-Mandeb

Legal Warfare & Regulatory Risk

strait from Houthi "Ansar Allah" fighters. * The Judicial Commission investigating the

+ Intense fighting in Yemen resulted in the Mir Raza Ali murder discovered that 5

reported death or injury of 200 Houthi hours of CCTV footage from a key mosque

militants in Taiz. was missing, allegedly due to a power
outage.

Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats * A cyber fraud network targeting Australian

citizens was busted in Rawalpindi,

* Security forces killed five "Khawarij"
Y ' M wary involving fake Telegram profiles.

(militants) in North Waziristan during an
intelligence-based operation.

. DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
* Four FBR personnel were martyred in Dera
Ismail Khan following a targeted attack by THEMES
armed militants.

The Securitization of Political Opposition
* A police constable in Sargodha was killed

during a raid against a proclaimed The federal government has transitioned from
offender; the suspect was later killed in an treating the PTI protests as a mere public
80-hour police operation. order issue to a national security threat. By

framing the PTI’s reluctance to sign off on
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federal counter-terrorism plans as
"facilitating" the TTP, the administration is
laying the legal and rhetorical groundwork for
the dissolution of the KP provincial assembly.
This strategy effectively links domestic dissent
with "Fitna al-Khawarij" (militancy),
attempting to isolate PTI from the broader
public and international observers. However,
PTI's counter-narrative—that it is being
denied political space and that its leader is
being held in ‘"isolation"—continues to
resonate in its core constituencies, leading to
a dangerous cycle of radicalization among its
youth wing, as seen in the "T20 match"
rhetoric of CM Suhail Afridi.

Strategic Dependency and the "Mecca
Defense Alliance"

The rapid formalization of a trilateral defense
pact with Saudi Arabia and Turkey reveals
Pakistan's increasing strategic dependency on
Gulf security needs to sustain its own
economy. The commitment to deploy troops to
the Kingdom is likely a prerequisite for
continued financial rollovers and oil-credit
facilities. This "mercenary-state" posture is
being legitimized by the presence of UN SG
Guterres, whose focus on Pakistan as a
"bridge builder" between the US and Iran
provides a counterpoint to the more sectarian-
aligned defense pact. The dual role of
Pakistan as both a mediator and a regional
military enforcer for a specific bloc is a high-
wire act that risks blowback from neighboring
Iran if not managed with extreme delicacy.

Economic Fracture and the IMF Squeeze

The disconnect between the government's
developmental rhetoric—symbolized by
"groundbreaking" ceremonies for underpasses
and safari parks—and the ground reality of
inflation is widening. The IMF's push for
"Targeted Subsidies" and the deregulation of

the sugar sector threatens the interests of the
traditional elite (sugar mill owners) who
support the ruling coalition. This creates a
secondary crisis: a government forced to
implement unpopular policies while its
political legitimacy is under constant siege by
a populist opposition. The recent petrol price
hike immediately impacted public transport
and daily wage earners, fueling the potential
for the PTI "Long March" to gain momentum
as it nears the federal capital.

INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

The internal stability of Pakistan is
deteriorating as the federal-provincial
divide becomes insurmountable. The KP
government’s open defiance, led by CM Suhail
Afridi, suggests a 'state within a state"
dynamic where provincial resources
(specifically the police and bureaucracy) are
caught between competing mandates. The
federal government’s claim that 13,000 KP
police officers are assigned to VIP duty rather
than combatting the 6,200 reported terror
incidents highlights a critical failure in
institutional coordination. Furthermore, the
judicial system is under immense pressure,
with PTI leaders accusing the judiciary of
failing to provide relief, while the government
pushes through "constitutional amendments"
to reshape the high courts.

Societal polarization is manifesting in extreme
forms, including a breakdown in public
order in Karachi and rural Punjab. The report
of seven armed men on motorcycles robbing
youths in broad daylight in a high-security
area of Karachi (Khayaban-e-Ittihad) reflects a
loss of the state's monopoly on force. In
Punjab, a mother Kkilled her children before
committing suicide due to depression, a tragic
indicator of the mental health toll of economic
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hardship. These disparate events suggest a
society approaching a "breaking point" where
institutional decay is no longer a political
abstract but a daily life threat.

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Pakistan’s external posture is one of
aggressive strategic maneuverability
within a fracturing multipolar arena. By
hosting the UN Secretary-General and
emphasizing its mediation between the US
and Iran, Islamabad is signaling to the West
that it remains an indispensable diplomatic
actor. Simultaneously, its military integration
with Saudi Arabia and Turkey via the Mecca
Alliance projects power into the "West Asia"
theater, moving beyond its traditional South
Asian focus. This is a clear attempt to
diversify its alliance network beyond its
troubled "iron brotherhood" with China, which
has been strained by security threats to CPEC
personnel.

The "outside world" is framed as a hostile
threat matrix where external aggression
(specifically from Afghan soil) is to blame for
internal security failures. The government has
labeled the current wave of terrorism as
"external aggression" to justify a more
heavy-handed response. However, the ICC's
warrants for Taliban leaders create a
dilemma: while the international community
seeks to isolate the Taliban, Pakistan must
maintain a functional relationship to curb TTP
activity, a balance that the transcripts suggest
is currently failing.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

The economic environment is characterized
by severe fiscal tightening and the
aggressive pursuit of foreign investment

under the cloud of domestic unrest. While
Finance Minister Muhammad Aurangzeb
points to interest from three Turkish
companies in the "SGC" projects, the
immediate reality for the markets is defined
by energy inflation and circular debt.

Key Economic Vectors

* Fuel Prices: Petrol increased by 1.19 PKR
to 394.83/liter; Diesel decreased by 1.91
PKR to 395.85/liter.

* IMF Negotiations: Focus on a Petroleum
Levy of 80 PKR/liter and a "targeted

subsidy" framework.

* Industrial Impact: KP manufacturers and
business communities describe the Long
March and resulting road closures as

"lethal poison" for trade.

¢ LPG Market: Prices spiked to 470 PKR/kg
in some shops, significantly higher than the
279 PKR official rate.

* Livestock Exports: PM approved the

export of cattle raised in special
farmhouses to boost foreign exchange.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Personnel shifts reflect a strategy of placing
loyalists and seasoned military-bureaucratic
figures in key positions to manage the current
Ccrisis.

*Lt. Gen. (R) Noman Mahmood:
Appointed as the Secretary General of the
Mecca Defense Alliance; signals the
formalization of Pakistan's lead role in
Saudi security architecture.

* Lt. Gen. (R) Nasir Khan Janjua: Noted in
discussions regarding historical peace
negotiations; the "Janjua-style" inclusive
dialogue is being cited by some as a
missing element in current policy.
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* Antonio Guterres: His presence as UN SG
in Pakistan acts as a force multiplier for
the administration's diplomatic legitimacy

in mestic criti

* Mohsin Nagqvi: Consolidating power as
Interior Minister; his li nfrontation
with the KP CM marks him as the lead
federal enforcement officer.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The network's editorial posture is state-
centric and security-focused, with a clear
hierarchy that prioritizes the "Mecca Defense
Alliance" and the "National Action Plan" over
political  dissent. The Lead  Stories
consistently emphasize the trilateral defense
pact and the "charge sheet" against the PTI
provincial government, using alarmist
language to describe the "Long March" as a
threat to the economy. The visit of the UN
Secretary-General is used as a "feel-good"
nationalistic anchor. Buried Stories include
the worsening electricity load-shedding and
the specific human rights complaints of
political prisoners, which are only mentioned
during brief PTI  leader interviews.
Conspicuous Omissions include any
detailed discussion of the cost of the Saudi
military deployment to the Pakistani
taxpayer or the potential for a direct military
clash between federal forces and the KP
provincial police at the Attock bridge.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The geopolitical framing centers on Pakistan
as a resilient but victimized state surrounded
by hostile or unreliable neighbors, finding its
only "true" safety in a Sunni defense bloc
and international mediation.

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

* Saudi Arabia: Portrayed as a "Brotherly"
state under threat, requiring Pakistani
military protection; Mohammad bin Salman
is framed as a visionary regional leader
whom Pakistan is "obliged" to support.

e Iran: Framed with ambivalence; on one
hand, a target of US/Israeli aggression

needing mediation, on the other, a potential

source of destabilization for Saudi Arabia.

* United States: Portrayed as
untrustworthy (by Iranian sources in the
transcript) but an essential partner for
Pakistan in regional de-escalation.

* Afghanistan/Taliban: Framed as a rogue
entity; the ICC warrants and the "Fitna al-
Khawarij" rhetoric paint a picture of a
neighbor that has betrayed Pakistani

support by harboring terrorists.

NON-STATE &
ACTORS

CORPORATE

* Houthis (Ansar Allah): Categorized as
aggressors targeting "Mecca and Medina"
to evoke religious sentiment for military
mobilization.

* IMF: Framed as a necessary but painful
disciplinarian, with the government trying
to negotiate "relief" for the common man

inst rigi nditionalities.
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INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The current environment is one of competing
meta-narratives designed to delegitimize the
"other."

* Narrative Seeding: The government is
successfully seeding the idea that CCTV
footage is unreliable or missing in high-
profile murder cases (Mir Raza Ali) to
manage the fallout of police incompetence

* Propaganda: The "Mecca Alliance" is

being messaged through a religious lens—

protecting the Holy Sites—to mask the
transactional nature of the military
deployment to Yemen's periphery.

Censorship: PTI leaders complain that

their speeches are "removed" from

assembly records or television broadcasts
to silence the opposition’s constitutional

argumenl;s.

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

* The Attock Flashpoint: If the PTI Long
March reaches the Attock bridge (the KP-
Punjab border) and the federal government
attempts to arrest the KP Chief Minister, a
direct confrontation between the Punjab
Police/Rangers and the KP
(accompanying the CM) is highly likely.

Police

Constitutional Suspension: The rhetoric
surrounding the "charge sheet" against KP
suggests that Governor's Rule is not a
matter of "if" but "when," likely to be
triggered by a single violent incident
during the march.

* Regional Blowback: Pakistan’s
commitment to the Mecca Alliance will
likely result in increased
tensions domestically and a cooling of
relations with Iran, potentially leading to
cross-border friction in Balochistan.

sectarian

STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): Expect a
shutdown of Islamabad as the Long March
approaches, with potential arrests of the PTI
"negotiating committee" (Asad Qaiser,
Barrister Gohar). The IMF may delay the
tranche release if political instability prevents

the passage of sugar deregulation laws.

(1-6 Months): Formal
deployment of Pakistani military units to
Saudi Arabia's southern border or
maritime zones under the new alliance. This
will likely be accompanied by a major
financial package or oil-credit facility from
Riyadh. Domestically, the KP assembly may

remain suspended under Governor's Rule.

Medium Term

Long Term (1-5 Years): A structural shift in
Pakistan’s foreign policy toward a permanent
"Security Provider" role for the Gulf,
potentially led by a more formalized military-
civilian hybrid governance model in Islamabad
to ensure policy continuity against populist
disruptions.

RISK ASSESSMENT

* Risk of Provincial-Federal Armed
Conflict: Triggered by the arrest of the KP
CM during the Long March. Likelihood:
High. Impact: Catastrophic civil unrest.

Mitigations: Immediate third-party
mediation by the President or the UN SG.
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* Risk of Regional War Involvement:
Triggered by Houthi attacks on Pakistani
assets deployed in  Saudi Arabia.
Likelihood: @ Moderate. Impact: High
domestic sectarian backlash. Mitigations:
Keeping deployment limited to non-combat

support roles.

* Risk of Urban Terror Wave: Triggered by
the withdrawal of security forces from
urban centers to manage PTI protests.
Likelihood: High. Impact: High casualties
and loss of investor confidence.
Mitigations: Strengthening intelligence-
based operations (IBOs) in cities.

* Risk of Economic Default: Triggered by a
failure to meet IMF conditionalities due to
political deadlock. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Hyperinflation and total trade
collapse. Mitigations: Fast-tracking Turkish
and Gulf investment into the SGC.

* Risk of Institutional Collapse in KP:
Triggered by the police refusing federal
orders during Governor's Rule. Likelihood:
Moderate. Impact: Paralysis of counter-
terror Mitigations: Increasing
police salaries and providing the 42 billion
PKR in equipment requested.

efforts.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

* The transcripts fail to mention the precise
legal authority under which Pakistani
troops are being deployed to Saudi Arabia
for a non-UN mission.

* There is a lack of clarity on the medical
status of Imran Khan; conflicting reports
mention "anxiety level three plus" and high
blood pressure, but his own physicians are
still denied access.

* The impact of missing CCTV footage in
the Mir Raza Ali case on public trust in the
"Judicial Commission" is not fully explored.

* The role of China—Pakistan's largest
creditor—is surprisingly absent from the
day's strategic discourse, despite the focus
on regional alliances.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

The "Managed Crisis" Hypothesis: The
entire federal-provincial standoff and the
"Long March" may be a managed theatrical
distraction to allow the covert passage of
radical constitutional amendments while
public and media attention is fixed on the
Attock bridge. The ‘"failed" negotiations
provided the perfect cover for the government
to claim it

before taking authoritarian measures.

The "Mecca Bluff": The commitment of
"military force" to Saudi Arabia might be a
rhetorical device to secure immediate cash,
with no intention of actual combat
deployment. If Riyadh realizes the
deployment is purely "symbolic," the resulting
financial withdrawal could frigger an
immedi fault.

Black Swan Event: An assassination
attempt on the UN Secretary-General or a
top visiting diplomat by TTP elements to
"prove" the federal government's lack of
control. This result in total
international isolation and the possible
suspension of the IMF program.

would
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RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

Implement a National Security Dialogue
that separates counter-terrorism policy
from partisan politics; the refusal of KP to

own operations is a strategic vulnerability
that must be closed.

Formalize the status of Afghan refugees
following the ICC warrants; any mass
deportation during a humanitarian crisis in
Afghanistan will lead to international
sanctions.

Leverage Guterres' "bridge builder" praise
to negotiate a "Green Debt" swap, using
climate vulnerability as a lever for debt
relief.

For Private Sector/Investors:

Supply Chain Risk: Diversify transport
routes away from the Indus Highway and
GT Road for the next 14 days due to Long
March blockades and hailstorm damage.

Currency Volatility: Hedge against PKR
devaluation if IMF negotiations hit a

stalemate over sugar and auto sector taxes.

Cybersecurity: Review all Telegram-based
communications and digital wallets in light

of the sophisticated cyber fraud network

uncovered in the capital region.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The legislative and policy focus is currently on

extraordinary security measures and the
implementation of IMF-mandated structural
adjustments. The Punjab Home Department
has invoked Section 144 across the province,
effectively banning political assembly. High-
level meetings between the PM and President

focused on the
Governor’s Rule in KP.

e Section 144

legal framework for

(Punjab): Banning the
assembly of five or more people due to
intelligence-based threats.

* National Action Plan (NAP) Ownership:

A proposed written agreement between
federal and provincial governments on

terror operations was rejected by KP
leadership.

* Sugar Sector Deregulation: A policy

proposal to remove provincial controls on

sugar prices is pending but faces
opposition from Sindh and KP.

KEY STORIES

* UN Secretary-General

e« JICC Taliban Warrants: ICC

e Mecca Defense Alliance Formation:

Pakistan and Turkey to deploy forces to
Saudi Arabia; Lt. Gen (R) Noman Mahmood

appointed Secretary General.

* Government-PTI Dialogue Collapse:

Talks  failed over  counter-terrorism
ownership and PTI's "Long March" plans.
Visit: Antoénio
Guterres recognizes Pakistan's mediation
between US and Iran.

issues
warrants for Hibatullah Akhundzada and

her Taliban 1 r for gender
persecution.

e Petrol Price Hike: Petrol increased to

394.83 PKR per liter.

* FBR Personnel Martyred: Four personnel

killed in Dera Ismail Khan ambush.

* Mir Raza Ali Case: Judicial Commission

finds missing CCTV footage in the high-

profile murder probe.
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* Iraq TikTok Murder: A Pakistani worker
from Mandi Bahauddin was murdered in
Iraqg following a dispute on TikTok.

* Sargodha Police Martyrdom: Constable
Fazal Ahmad killed defending against a

criminal in an 80-hour operation.

e French Carrier Fire: A fire broke out on
the Charles de Gaulle nuclear carrier in a
technical room; no nuclear damage.

* Nigerian Plane Crash: All 32 personnel

killed in a military plane crash in Ondo

state.

* Kyiv Drone Attack: Russia claims to have
intercepted 650 drones launched by
Ukraine at Moscow.

 Karachi Factory Fire: A plastic and
cardboard factory in Azizabad was gutted
by fire.

* Cyber Fraud Bust: Rawalpindi police
arrested a group defrauding Australians via

Telegram.

* Polio Case in KP: A 7-year-old child in
Jamrud tested positive for polio, the 5th

case in the province this year.

* AJK Council Oaths: PM Sharif
administered oaths to new members of the
Azad Jammu & Kashmir Council.

* Miahwali Wheat Smuggling: Authorities
seized 37 vehicles carrying 610 metric tons
of wheat being illegally moved across
provincial borders.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced AI can help journalists and

scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the underlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.

For questions or suggestions, please contact

kalev.leetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/announcing-our-

new-daily- -trends-on- itol-hill-

media-trends-newsletter-briefings/. You can

also learn more about the GDELT Project at

https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet
Archive's TV News Archive at https:/

archive.org/details/tv.
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