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PAKISTAN'S STRATEGIC REGIONAL PIVOT
& MEDIATION IN A FRACTURED WORLD

THE MAKKA ALLIANCE, UN ENGAGEMENT, AND SHIFTING
GEOPOLITICAL DYNAMICS (OCTOBER 2026)

THE MAKKA ALLIANCE FOR DEFENSE (MAD):
COLLECTIVE SECURITY ARCHITECTURE

Immediate Implementation of Defense
Commitments. Rapid Troop Deployment to
safeguard Saudi Arabia & Holy Sites.
Lt. Gen (Retd) Noman Mahmoud appointed
1st Secretary General. De-westernized
security bloc filling regional vacuum.

UN SG'S CRITICAL VISIT:

Guterres’ visit highlights Pakistan’s role in
US-Iran dialogue facilitation. Leveraged to
internationalize Indus Waters Treaty griev-
ances & raise cross-border terrorism concerns.

Reinforces status as credible ‘middle
power’ mediator.

REGIONAL FLASHPOINTS & DIPLOMATIC GRIDLOCK
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US-Iran maritime conflict disrupts
oil flows (Strait of Hormuz affected).

Geopolitical risk premium on /

global oil prices despite >
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o Yemen Escalation: : |
Bab-al-Mandab Strait seized;  ~ % _-
coalition strikes intensify. -~ 4/

DOMESTIC STRESS &
CONOMIC VULNERABILITY

India: Youth-led protests over election
irregularities & institutional stress;
prolonged stock market decline.

Global Economy: Eurozone inflation
accelerates; significant food & water
security risks (Gaza critical shortage).

Pakistan: Focus on ‘Azm-e-Istehkam’

security vision amid economic pressures.

AFGHANISTAN: DIPLOM/
A OCK & RROR H

TECHNOLOGICAL &
DETERRENCE MATURITY

J S
Pakistan conducts
successful test of Fatah-4
extended-range ground-
launched cruise missile,
Demonstrates advanced
avionics & reinforces
conventional deterrent

) posture against India.
8 Turkey warns against

¥ militarizing space at
global forum.
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THE FORMALIZATION OF THE
MAKKA ALLIANCE AND THE
ARRIVAL OF UN SECRETARY

GENERAL ANTONIO GUTERRES
HIGHLIGHT PAKISTAN'S STRATEGIC
PIVOT TOWARD REGIONAL
COLLECTIVE DEFENSE AND ITS
SELF-POSITIONING AS A PRIMARY
MEDIATOR IN THE US-IRAN
CONFLICT.

DAY-AT-A-GLANCE

October 6, 2026, marks a critical inflection
point for regional security as Saudi Arabia,
Pakistan, and Turkey moved to immediately
implement practical defense
commitments under the Makka Alliance for
Defense. This includes the rapid deployment
of military forces and capabilities to Saudi
Arabia, signaling a transition from a political
declaration to a functional military bloc. The
appointment of Pakistan's Lieutenant
General (Retired) Noman Mahmoud as the
first Secretary General of the Alliance
institutionalizes this trilateral partnership,
appearing to fill the security vacuum left by
shifting US priorities in the Middle East.

Simultaneously, United Nations Secretary
General Antonio Guterres arrived in
Islamabad for a three-day official visit. The
visit is being leveraged by the Pakistani
leadership to
security grievances regarding the Indus
Waters Treaty and to highlight the persistent
threat of cross-border terrorism emanating
from Afghanistan. Guterres’s public praise for
Pakistan’s role in facilitating US-Iran
dialogue provides crucial diplomatic cover
and elevates Pakistan’s status as a "middle
power" mediator, even as domestic tensions in
India and instability in Afghanistan threaten
the broader regional equilibrium.

internationalize water

The economic environment remains volatile,
with global o0il prices experiencing a
geopolitical risk premium despite a G7-
coordinated reserve release of 100 million
barrels. In the South Asian theater, Pakistan
demonstrated its technological maturity by
conducting a successful test of the Fatah-4
ground-launched
reinforcing its deterrent posture against
India. Meanwhile, the Moscow Format on
Afghanistan ended without a joint statement,
underscoring the deep rift between Islamabad
and the Taliban regime over the harboring of
Fitnah al-Khawarij (TTP) militants.

cruise missile,

MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS

Operationalization of the Makka Alliance
for Defense

* Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan
approved the immediate implementation of
collective defense measures, focusing on
rapid troop deployment to safeguard the

Kingdom.
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* The strategic committee formally appointed Diplomatic Gridlock at the Moscow

Lt. Gen (Retd) Noman Mahmoud as the Format

Alliance's first Secretary General for a
three-year term. * The 8th Moscow Format consultations on

Afghanistan failed to produce a joint
statement due to disagreements over the
terminology of terrorism.

* The alliance is framed as a "deterrence
architecture" capable of extending military
support to member states facing external

aggression, specifically referencing threats * Pakistan’s Special Representative

to Mecca and Madina. Mohammad Sadiq accused the Taliban

regime of being complicit in planning

UN Secretary General’s High-Stakes Visit attacks and providing safe havens for
to Islamabad terrorist groups.

* Reports suggest a growing presence of
ISKP, Al-Qaeda, and Fitnah al-Khawarij
in 14 Afghan provinces.

* Secretary General Guterres met with top
military and political leadership, receiving

the Nishane Imtiyvaz for his diplomatic

services. Successful Test of the Fatah-4 Cruise
* Discussions focused on climate justice, Missile

the Palestine conflict, and the "blatant

violation of international law" regarding * Pakistan conducted a successful test launch
India's stance on the Indus Waters Treaty. of an indigenously developed extended-

range version of the Fatah-4 missile.
* Guterres recognized Pakistan as a credible g

mediator in the US-Iran and Russia- * The system features advanced avionics and
Ukraine conflicts. high precision for engaging targets at
extended ranges, aimed at reinforcing

Regional Military Escalation in Yemen conventional deterrence.

* Yemeni government forces, supported by
Saudi-led coalition strikes, announced the
seizure of the strategic Bab-al-Mandab

KEY GOVERNANCE TOPICS

Armed Conflict & Militarization

Strait.

* The coalition intensified strikes on Houthi * Pakistan and Turkey expressed confidence
ballistic missile launch platforms in Sanaa in Saudi Arabia's ability to defend its
and storage facilities in Saada. territory while offering military integration

* Saudi Aramco CEO Amin Nasser warned of through the Makka Pact.

"scarcely thin" oil stockpiles due to the US- * Ukraine launched its largest drone attack
Iran conflict. on Moscow in two years, resulting in

civilian deaths and significant Russian
retaliatory rhetoric.

e The US Navy is reportedly being
augmented by high-tech manufacturing at

Baltimore shipyards to counter Iran's

maritime blockade.
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Diplomacy & Statecraft

* Pakistan is increasingly using the term
"Middle Power Diplomacy" to describe
its role in facilitating US-Iran talks.

e The UK government is reportedly
considering the expulsion of Israeli
diplomats in response to illegal settlement
activity and the closure of the British
consulate in Jerusalem.

Food & Water Security

* Deputy PM Ishaq Dar categorized water
security as a national security issue,
warning that attempts to deprive Pakistan
of its water rights would have serious
implications for regional peace.

* Gaza faces a catastrophic water shortage,
with 90% of infrastructure damaged,
leaving households with only six liters of
water per day.

Terrorism & Asymmetric Threats

* Pakistan's Azm-e-Istehkam vision resulted
in the elimination of five terrorists in North
Waziristan during intelligence-based
operations.

e Fitnah al-Khawarij (TTP) leaders are
reportedly seeking qualifications for a
government in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, according to intelligence

shadow

sources.
Global Health & Biosecurity

* US Secretary of State Marco Rubio urged

Russia to be transparent regarding a
suspected plague death at a Siberian
laboratory, while Moscow dismissed the
reports as untrue.

DEEP DIVE: TRENDS AND
THEMES

The Rise of Regional Defensive Blocs

The rapid formalization of the Makka Alliance
indicates a trend toward de-westernized
security arrangements. The alliance
partners—Saudi Arabia, Turkey, and Pakistan
—are leveraging their respective strengths:
Saudi financial muscle, Turkish technology/
drones, and Pakistani battle-hardened forces.
This bloc appears designed to provide a
"security shield" that is not dependent on US
political transactionalism, specifically
targeting Houthi asymmetric threats and
potential Iranian escalation without direct
reliance on the Abraham Accords framework.

Weaponization of International Treaties

Pakistan is aggressively reframing India’s
suspension of the Indus Waters Treaty as a
"blatant violation of international law" in
front of the UN Secretary General. This theme
extends to Afghanistan, where the Taliban’s
failure to adhere to the Doha Agreement’s
counter-terrorism clauses is being highlighted
to justify Pakistani precision strikes inside
Afghan territory. The state is portraying itself
as the "principled defender" of international
norms against "unilateralist" neighbors.

Generational Domestic Revolt in India

A recurring theme in the transcripts is the
portrayal of India as a state in institutional
decay. Youth-led protests in Delhi, sparked by
election irregularities and "voter role
manipulation," are framed as a revolt against
Hindutv lici The detention of Rahul
Gandhi and the targeting of Waqf properties
are presented not just as political disputes,
but as signs of a "terrorist state" nearing a

breaking point according to activists.
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INTERNAL DYNAMICS &
DOMESTIC INSTABILITY

Pakistan: Security-Centric Governance

* The government is heavily emphasizing the
Azm-e-Istehkam vision to unify the public
behind the military's counter-terrorism
operations. The state is aggressively
countering the narrative that provincial
governments (specifically KPK) are

responsible for security failures.

» Elite consensus appears strong regarding
the Makka Alliance, with no visible
dissent against the deployment of troops to
Saudi Arabia.

India: Institutional Stress and

Polarization

* The BJP is portrayed as facing internal
political stress, with rumors of Home
Minister Amit Shah potentially being
sidelined to Gujarat. The Chief Election
Commissioner is under significant
scrutiny for "wrongdoings" during voter
role revisions, affecting millions of citizens.

* Mass protests by youth and students in
Delhi are being met with police
crackdowns, with activists suggesting the
government is "cornered" in the Supreme

Court over v nfranchi

Afghanistan: The Spectre of Civil War

e Internal divisions within the Taliban are
reportedly deepening, with the regime
spending 47% of its budget on security to
counter anti-Taliban forces like the NRF.

* The ICC's unsealing of arrest warrants for
education ministers adds to the regime's
international
insurgencies in Badakhshan and Nuristan
gain momentum.

isolation, while local

EXTERNAL DYNAMICS &
GLOBAL POSTURE

Pakistan is projecting its foreign policy as
"balanced and transparent,” positioning
itself as a vital link between the East and
West. By hosting the UN Secretary General
and simultaneously leading the Makka
Alliance's secretariat, Islamabad is
demonstrating strategic maneuverability.
The state is actively avoiding "block politics"
while securing its interests through a multi-
layered alliance system. The "outside world" is
framed as an arena of increasingly
fractured multilateralism where regional
powers must now take the lead in mediation
and defense. The state's posture toward India
and the Afghan Taliban is unapologetically
defensive-aggressive, using international
forums to demand accountability for cross-
border threats.

THE ECONOMIC ENVIRONMENT

Global energy markets remain under strain
due to the US-Iran maritime conflict, with
market analysts pricing in a geopolitical risk
premium despite significant stock releases.
Eurozone inflation data shows a worrying
acceleration, while India’s domestic equities
face a prolonged downturn, suggesting a
disconnect between GDP growth and
household economic health.

Key Economic Vectors

e Oil Prices: Brent crude settled around

$101.59 per barrel; WTI at $90.12. Prices

rose despite the G7 release of 100 million
barrels of diesel and crude.

* India Stock Market: The Sensex and Nifty
have recorded losses for eight straight
weeks, the longest losing streak in 25

years.
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* Eurozone Inflation: Industrial producer
inflation accelerated to 8.2% in August,

exceeding expectations according to
Eurostat.

* Natural Gas: European prices rose to
75.07 euros per megawatt hour as storage
levels remained below the five-year average
(currently 72.4% full).

* US-Iran War Impact: Oil flows through
the Strait of Hormuz have been
disrupted, affecting 20% of global supplies

re-war.

LEADERSHIP CHANGES

Strategic appointments and political
maneuvering dominate the leadership
landscape, indicating a shift toward

technocratic military management in regional
alliances.

Lt. Gen (Retd) Noman Mahmoud:
Appointed as the first Secretary General
of the Makka Alliance for Defense. His role
is not as a "supra-national commander" but
as a strategic coordinator for trilateral
military applications.

Habibullah Aga & Neda Mohammad
Nadeem: The ICC unsealed arrest
warrants for these Taliban education
ministers for gender-based persecution,
significantly delegitimizing the interim
Afghan cabinet.

* Amit Shah: Facing significant domestic
criticism in India; YouTube channels and
newsmen are speculating on his removal to
a Gujarat-based role amid election
commission controversies.

* Antonio Guterres: Entering the final
months of his tenure; his visit is framed as
a "tour-end visit" intended to cement his
legacy as a man of peace and humanitarian
solidarity with Pakistan.

EDITORIAL POSTURE & STORY
HIERARCHY

The broadcast exhibits a nationalistic and
reassuring tone, prioritizing Pakistan’s
successes in diplomacy and defense. The lead
stories are consistently the Makka Alliance
implementation and the UN Secretary
General's visit, emphasizing Pakistan’s high
standing. The coverage of India is notably
adversarial, focusing on "atrocities" and
"democratic drama." Buried stories include
the specifics of the US-Iran maritime war,
which is treated as a backdrop for Pakistan’s
mediation rather than a direct threat. There is
a conspicuous omission of any critical
voices regarding the potential domestic costs
of troop deployments to Saudi Arabia or the
specific nature of the US " warrior dividend"
mentioned by President Trump.

GEOPOLITICAL FRAMING

The transcripts frame the world as an arena
where established western powers are
receding, and regional "middle powers" are
assuming the mantle of stability. Iran is
framed as a "failed nation" by US leadership
but a "negotiation partner" by Pakistan,
illustrating the complex strategic balancing
act Islamabad is performing.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_193000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_133000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_223000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_050000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_050000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_123000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_143000

COUNTRIES and LEADERS

e Saudi Arabia (Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman): Portrayed as a
strong, strategic partner under attack by
Houthi "proxies." The Kingdom is the
central focus of the Makka Alliance's
protection mandate.

e India (Narendra Modi): Framed as an
inept and corrupt leader presiding over a
"terrorist state" that weaponizes water

and steals votes from its own people.

* United States (Donald Trump):
Portrayed as transactional but open to
talks with Iran. His administration is seen
as pulling out of Iraqg due to "economic
stretch" according to analysts.

* Afghanistan (Taliban Regime):
Characterized as rigid, complicit, and
unable to provide health care or education,

while harboring groups that "threaten
Pakistani lives" at the Moscow Format.

* Antonio Guterres: Framed as a "sincere
friend of Pakistan"” and a passionate
advocate for climate justice who "knows the
real Pakistan" beyond the headlines.

NON-STATE & CORPORATE ACTORS

* Fitnah al-Khawarij (TTP): Framed as a
brutal, Indian-patronized terror outfit that
enjoys impunity in Afghanistan according
to Special Rep Sadiqg.

* Houthis: Portrayed as a "terrorist militia"
targeting holy sites and
infrastructure, necessitating a trilateral
military response from Riyadh.

* Saudi Aramco: Framed as a
sophisticated global entity managing
energy flows despite infrastructure attacks
in the desert.

civilian

INFORMATION WARFARE
ENVIRONMENT

The state media apparatus is actively seeding
the term "Fitnah al-Khawarij" to describe
the TTP, aiming to religiously delegitimize the
group. The narrative focuses on "intelligence-
based operations" to project military
competence under the Azm-e-Istehkam vision.
Simultaneously, there is a clear effort to
portray Indian military and democratic
institutions as hollowed out by Hindutva
ideology, using human rights activists to
claim India is "built on oppression" to global
viewers. The spin highlights Pakistan's
"indispensable" status to distract from any
underlying pressures or the
complexities of the US-Iran conflict.

economic

HYPOTHESES AND FUTURE
OUTLOOK

» Makka Alliance Expansion: Other GCC
nations, such as Kuwait and Qatar, are
likely to join the Makka Alliance once the
US-Iran war's outcome is clearer,
potentially creating a "Muslim NATO"

ithin tl on.

* Afghan-Pakistan Kinetic Escalation: As
diplomacy fails at the Moscow Format,
Pakistan is likely to increase cross-border
precision strikes against TTP sanctuaries,
potentially leading to border skirmishes
with Taliban forces hin h

* Indian Domestic Shift: Continued youth-
led protests and Supreme Court pressure
may force a major leadership reshuffle in
the BJP before the 2029 elections, possibly
involving a "soft purge" of the Amit Shah
faction.
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STRATEGIC FORESIGHT

Short Term (1-4 Weeks): The first
contingents of Pakistani and Turkish military
technical personnel will likely arrive in
Saudi Arabia to operationalize air defense
systems against Houthi drones. We should
expect retaliatory Houthi rhetoric and
potential targeting of regional maritime
interests. A new Pakistani diplomatic push at
the UN regarding the Indus Waters Treaty will
follow the Guterres visit.

Medium Term (1-6 Months): The Makka
Alliance will likely conduct its first joint war
games to harmonize trilateral services under
Gen. Noman. In India, the results of the UP
and Bihar assembly elections will be a litmus
test for the BJP's ability to withstand the

current protest wave.

Long Term (1-5 Years): The emergence of
the Makka Pact as a regional security
provider could structurally reduce US
leverage in the Middle East, forcing
Washington to engage with regional blocs
rather than individual client states. If the
Afghan Taliban do not purge the TTP, a
permanent security zone or buffer may be
established by Pakistan along the Durand
Line.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The current landscape is

intersecting

geopolitical
characterized by  multiple

flashpoints where miscalculation could lead to
regionalized conflict.

* Risk of Wider Middle East Escalation:
The US-Iran conflict could expand if
maritime blockades in the Red Sea and
Hormuz persist. Triggers: Direct Houthi
strikes on Makka  Alliance troop
contingents. Likelihood: High. Impact:
Global economic collapse via oil prices
surpassing $250. Mitigations: Successful
Pakistan-facilitated mediation of the June
MOU.

* Indus Waters Treaty Collapse: India’s
move to hold the treaty in abayance could
lead to water deprivation. Triggers:
Unilateral dam projects or further legal
suspensions. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Possible nuclear hreshol
crossing. Mitigations: UN-led technical

engagement and transparency.

* Afghan Civil War: Deepening resistance
to the Taliban could lead to state collapse.
Triggers: Unified NRF offensive or Daesh/
ISKP  territorial  gains. Likelihood:
Moderate-High. Impact: Massive refugee
surge into Pakistan and Iran. Mitigations:
Regional cooperation to
sanctuaries.

dismantle

Russian Biosecurity Breach: A confirmed
plague outbreak in Siberia. Triggers:
Evidence of human-to-human transmission
outside the laboratory. Likelihood: Low.
Impact: Global health crisis and Russian
isolation. Mitigations: Transparency and
WHO/US monitoring.


https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_210000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_040000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_003000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_020000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_020000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_000000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_160000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_160000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_100000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_163000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_020000
https://visualexplorer.gdeltproject.org/tvv?id=PAKISTANTV_20261006_133000

* Domestic Unrest in India: Youth-led
protests spiraling out of control. Triggers:
Lethal police force against students in

Delhi or Bombay. Likelihood: Moderate.
Impact: Political paralysis of the BJP and

regional instability. Mitigations:
Election Commission reforms and

resignations.

GAPS & BLIND SPOTS

Several critical perspectives were missing
from the day's coverage, which are necessary
for a comprehensive analysis.

* Iranian Reaction to Makka Alliance:
The broadcasts did not address how Tehran
views a trilateral military pact involving
its neighbors and Saudi Arabia, which is
crucial for predicting regional escalation.

* Specific Troop Numbers: While "rapid
deployment" was mentioned, the scale and
composition of Turkish and Pakistani
forces remain classified, obscuring the

actual military impact.

* US Position on Water Disputes: The US
role in the Indus Waters Treaty was noted
as a mediator in the past, but current
Washington policy on India's suspension
was not detailed.

* Economic Vulnerability of the Alliance:
There was no analysis of how sustained
oil price volatility might impact Pakistan
and Turkey's ability to fund extended

military commitments in Saudi Arabia.

CONTRARIAN NARRATIVE
SCENARIOS

* The "Stalling Tactic" Hypothesis: The
Makka Alliance’s formalization might not
be a precursor to defense, but a stalling
tactic to prevent direct Saudi-Iran war
until the US midterm elections. The
appointment of a Pakistani General could
be a signal that the bloc is more interested
in crisis management than combat.

* The "Desperate Cover" Hypothesis:
Pakistan’s aggressive mediation narrative
may be a cover for internal economic
fragility. @By  projecting itself as
"indispensable," the state seeks
concessions from the IMF and Gulf
partners to manage its broad-based
economic slowdown.

* Black Swan Event: A Houthi strike
successfully targets a holy site in Mecca
despite the mnew alliance, causing a
spontaneous, uncontrollable pan-
Islamic military response that bypasses
state structures and leads to a total

regional war.

RECOMMENDATIONS &
IMPLICATIONS

For Statecraft/Public Sector:

* Formalize the Makka Alliance
Secretariat with clear  operational
thresholds to avoid "mission creep" in the
Yemen theater.

* Leverage the Guterres visit to secure a
UN-backed technical audit of Indian dam
projects on western rivers.

 Initiate Track II diplomacy with the
moderate factions of the Afghan Taliban to

isolate TTP leadership from GDI patronage.
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For Private Sector/Investors:

* Energy Sector: Brace for continued
volatility in Brent crude; hedge against
potential Houthi strikes on energy
infrastructure in the Gulf.

Supply Chain: Diversify away from Bab-
al-Mandab transit where possible, as
despite government "control," Houthi naval

mines remain a persistent threat.

* Emerging Markets: Monitor India’s retail
investor sentiment closely; the prolonged
stock market decline may signal broader
macroeconomic instability despite

official growth figures showing 7%.

LEGISLATIVE ROUNDUP

The transcripts highlight a push for
institutionalized defense agreements and
the legal contestation of trans-boundary water
rights.

* BILLS DISCUSSED/DEBATED:

o Makka Alliance Agreement: Practical
implementation of collective defense
commitments horiz
legislation of the three countries.

o Lithuanian Constitutional
Amendment: Proposal to remove the
ban on deploying nuclear weapons,
sparking Russian threats of "retaliatory
measures."

o Indian Waqf Act Amendment: Decried
by protesters as a "systematic attack" on
Muslim identi nd proper

HEARINGS & PRESS EVENTS:

o Guterres Press Stakeout: Joint
conference with Deputy PM Dar
emphasizing dialogue and de-escalation.
o Moscow Format Press Briefing:
Pakistan’s Sadiq Khan demanding
verifiable action against terror groups
from the Taliban.

o Fatah-4 Test Review: Military briefing
on the technical capabilities of the

KEY STORIES

Makka Alliance Emergency Meeting:
Saudi Arabia, Pakistan, and Turkey agree
to immediately deploy forces to defend
Saudi territory and appoint Gen. Noman
Mahmoud as Sec Gen.

UN Secretary General Visit: Antonio
Guterres arrives in Islamabad for talks on
Kashmir, climate change, and water
security; receives Nishane Imtiyaz.

Bab-al-Mandab Seizure: Yemeni
government forces claim control of the
strategic strait as the Saudi-led coalition
intensifies air strikes.

Moscow Format on Afghanistan: 8th
regional meeting fails to produce a joint
statement as Pakistan slams TTP
sanctuaries.

Fatah-4 Missile Test: Pakistan
successfully tests an extended-range cruise
missile featuring advanced avionics.

Indian FElection Protests: Rahul Gandhi
detained as thousands protest voter list
irregularities in Delhi and other cities.

Siberian Plague Death: US monitors
reports of a laboratory technician's death
from plague; Russia denies measures are
being taken.
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* ICC Taliban Warrants: ICC unseals arrest
warrants for Taliban ministers over gender-
based persecution.

* Oil Market Volatility: Brent falls to
$101.59 despite G7 release of 100 million
barrels; Saudi Aramco warns of thin stocks.

* Fitnah al-Khawarij Operations:
Pakistan’s security forces kill five terrorists
in North Waziristan during Azm-e-Istehkam
operations.

* UK-Israel Diplomatic Friction: Reports
that UK may expel Israeli diplomats over

East Jerusalem consulate closure.

Ukraine Drone Strike: Ukraine hits the
M w__region with i lar ron
attack in two years, killing two.

* Nobel Prize in Physics: Awarded to
Francis Halzen for work on cosmic
particle detection in Antarctica.

e Eurozone Economic Slowdown: Producer
inflation hits 8.2% while private sector

activity expands at a 41-month high pace.

Indus Waters Symposia: Deputy PM
Ishaqg Dar delivers keynote address on

water governance and rule of law.
Pakistan-UK Relations: DPM Dar
receives UK Minister Stephen Doughty to

discuss regional security and trade.

* Gaza Infrastructure Damage: Palestinian

stats show 82% of buildings in Gaza have

been damaged since late 2023.

* Fly Dubai Co-pilot Attack: Incident
involving an attempt to take control of a

flight bound for Israel; Trump blames Iran.

* Japan Oil Reserves: PM Takaichi says
Japan has no plans for additional releases
beyond existing measures post-G7 meeting.

* Space Exploration Forum: Global event
in Turkey where Erdogan warns against

militarizing space.

* Bangladesh Flection: New generation
prepares for parliamentary elections
after major political reset in Dhaka.

ABOUT THIS REPORT

Today's Media Trends is a public interest
experiment in applying deep thematic trend
analysis to television news coverage from
around the world to explore how responsibly
applied advanced Al can help journalists and
scholars better understand the overarching
trends, themes and patterns of our global
world.

No data is used to train or tune any Al
model.

Each morning, in collaboration with the
Internet Archive's TV News Archive, we apply
Google's Gemini 3 to deeply examine
yesterday's coverage from each television
news channel to tease out the overarching
themes and trends of its news coverage into a
richly annotated thematic analysis. Each high-
level insight is connected back to the original
broadcast, allowing journalists and scholars to
understand the dominate themes and trends
and instantly click out to the wunderlying
sources for details.

By helping journalists and scholars see the
broader trends and patterns of global news
coverage, this analysis helps them identify
relevant stories and coverage they might not
otherwise have encountered and uncover
connections, emphases and narrative shifts
that enable more comprehensive reporting
and deeper, evidence-based research.

This report is entirely machine generated
using Gemini 3 and may include errors and
omissions. Please verify all findings. No data
is used to train or tune any Al model.
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For questions or suggestions, please contact also learn more about the GDELT Project at

kalev]eetarub@gmail.com. To learn more or https://blog.gdeltproject.org/ and the Internet

subscribe to our free daily newsletters, visit Archive's TV News Archive at https:/
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